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of the Facts which they relate, | 


Preface to the Memoirs of Cnorsy, 
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A L T HO GH M. JoLr, the author 


of theſe memoirs, does not rank as the chief 


l perſonage in the following ſcenes, yet he, ne- 


vertheleſs, is placed in fo brilliant and ſo diſ- 


tinguiſhed a point of view, that he, in ſome 
ſort, eclipſes the luſtre of the principal charac» 


ter of the piece. In fact, he has the greateſt 


ſhare in almoſt every tranſaction: it is he who 
gives the moſt prudent advice, who inſpires 
the firmeſt reſolutions, who forms the beſt 


concerted projects, who deviſes the moſt deci- 5 
ſive expedients, who propoſes the moſt judici- 


ous conciliatory meaſures, and who ſucceſsfully 


undertakes the moſt delicate negotiations, and 


the moſt difficult enterprizes. On almoſt every 


occaſion, he appears to be diſcreetly reſerved 


in his diſcourſe, prudent in his conduct, en- 
lightened in his determinations, fixed in his 
principles, fruitful in reſources, bold in dan- 
ger, and ſtedfaſt in his reſolutions. There is 


diffuſed, moreover, throughout his whole nar- 


rative a me of lincerity which charms ws; 


Theſe memoirs form a compleat ſupplement 


to and a an illuſtration of the memoirs of Cardi- 
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liv PREFACE. 


nal DE Rerm2z, and are uſeful and abſolutely 


_ neceſſary to the reader; 5 as they throw a light 


on many paſſages that at firſt ſeem obſcure and 


9 unintelligible : and, although the matters re- 
lated in both hem. at firſt view, to be nearly 
fimilar, yet we obſerve in the performance be- 
fore us, a conſiderable number of new inci- . 
denis and circumſtances, which are either total- 
ly different, or are more explicitly recounted. 


Beſides, M. Jol goes much farther, and 
gives an account of the tranſactions of ſeveral 
ſucceſſive years, of which no mention whatever 


is made in his eminency's memoirs. It may 


Even be aſſor ted, that thoſe additions form the 
moſt curious part of the work; becauſe the 


dameſtic life, and the perſonal qualities of Car- 
dinal dz RR T2, are therein laid open and ex- 
| hibited | in the cleareſt light. 


Several additions have been publiſhed of the 


- memoirs of Jol i. We have carefully com- 


pared -them together, and have availed our- 


ſelves of them to render this, which we now 


offer to the public, more exact and correct than 


any of thoſe which have preceded 1 it. 


The work compoſed by Guy Jars one of 


the Counſellors of the Chatelet, is followed 


by 


by a narrative of the diſputes between Cardi- 
nal dz RETZz and the court of France; and 
which is extracted from a manuſcript hiſtory, 
written by CLAUDE JoL1, one of the canons 


Notre-Dame. This extract the reader will 


find to begin at page 115 in the ſecond vo- 
lume, which concludes with the memoirs of the 
Dutcheſs de NEMOURS, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


1 


Tan public tranſactions of Cardinal pz RETZ's 


life have been of ſo important a nature, that we 
naturally wiſh to be made acquainted with the 
private motives by which he was actuated ; and, 


next to an. explicit detail of theſe motives, nothing, 
perhaps, can give us greater ſatisfaction, than a 


circumſtantial account of his domeſtic life. In- 


de2d, the behaviour of all ſuch perſons as have 


diſtinguiſhed themſelves in the world in any emi- 
nent degree, particularly ſtateſmen, at thoſe times 


when, it may be ſuppoſed, they appeared in their 


own real characters, in their families, and amongſt 


their friends, has ever been deemed matter of the 


moſt agreeable entertainment; witneſs the plea- 
ſure with which we read the Waile recitals of the 


plain, but wiſe and judicious PLUTARCH. It will 
appear, from a peruſal] of the following ſheets, that 


no one was better qualified to undertake this taſk, 
of depicting the private life and manners of Car- 


dinal DE RETz, as well as of diſcovering to us the 
true ſources of his public actions, than M. Guy 


JoLt, the author of the memoirs which bear his 
name. The Cardinal placed an unlimited confi- 
dence in his abilities and fidelity, and entruſted him 
with the ne of his moſt important con- 


cerns: | 
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viii ADVERTISEMENT. IS 
cerns : and the conduB of M. JoL1, in all the vari- 
ous tranſactions in which he bore a part, fully 
juſtified his eminency's choice. The authenticity 
of theſe memoirs is immoveably eſtabliſhed, | by 
the praiſes given them by all cotemporary writers, 
and by M. VOLTAIRE; as alſo by the repeated re- 
ferences made to them in the notes to the memoirs 
of Cardinal ve ReTz. M. CLAUDE Torr, the 
author of the memoirs which begin at page 115 in 
the ſecond volume of this work, was at once a mem- 
ber of the chapter of Paris, in virtue of his office 
of Canon of Notre-Dame, and alſo held a poſt in 
one of the civil departments of the ſtate ; by which 
double advantage he was enabled to acquire a 
thorough inſight into the ſeveral matters which he 
relates. The Dutcheſs de NEMOURS, whoſe me- 
moirs conclude the work, in laying open to us the 
ſl ſecret motives which influenced the conduct of the 
1 principal Frondeurs, has ſupplied that, which alone 
| 0 was wanting to render the whole compleat and 
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A S the mal-adminiſtration of Cardinal de Richelieu 
had drawn upon him the general odium, ſo the news of 
his death was received, throughout all France, with in- 
expreſſible demonſtrations of joy; and, as this event 
was quickly followed by the deceaſe of Lewis XIII. in 
_ conſequence of which the Queen was conſtituted Re- 
gent, the genera] joy received no ſmall addition, from 
the hopes which were conceived, that her Majeſty, who 
had, in her own perſon, ſuffered much from the violent 
meaſures of the Cardinal, would adopt a conduct, dia- 
metrically oppoſite to that which had 8 by 
the preceding miniſter; more eſpecially, as her Majeſ- 
ty had, hitherto, manifeſted a ſenſible concern for the 
miſeries of the people, in general, and the diſgrace 
which had fallen upon ſome individuals, in particular. 
But, when it was obſerved, that the Queen, together 
with her ſtation in the government, had changed her 
opinion and diſpoſition alſo; when it was ſeen, that ſhe 
had diſmiſſed the Biſnop of Beauvais, to whom ſhe 
had the greateſt obligations, and who bore the reputa- 
tion of being, at leaft, an honeſt man, and that ſhe 
committed the management of national affairs entirely 
to Cardinal Mazarin ;—every one formed his own con- 
jectures on the cauſes of this her extraordinary predi- 
lection, and attachment to a foreigner, till, at length, 
ſhe inſenſibly became ſlighted by moſt of the chief no- 
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* Auguſtin Potier, the Queen's almoner, and chief confident. 
It was this prelate who adviſed the Hollanders to embrace the Ro- 
man Catholic religion, thereby to preſerve to themſelves the friend- 
ſhip and alliance of the French court. DS. 
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bility, and other perſons of diſtinction, nay, even by 
ſome of her moſt particular friends, whoſe intereſt the 
had, very 1mprudently, ſolicited, in ſupport of her new 


favourite. 8 


When the people, alſo, perceived that, inſtead of the 
relief which they expected, their taxes were encreaſed, 
the ſeductive hopes which they had entertained, and the 
ſhouts of acclamation which they had raiſed, when the 
Queen conducted the new, monarch to Paris, and was 


declared Regent, were ſuddenly converted into mur- 


murs, imprecations, and that kind of deſpair, which is 


ever moſt violent in thoſe, who, having once given 


—SA 7 ky | 
To theſe cauſes, in fact, muſt we attribute the ſub- 


way to hope, find themſelves unexpectedly diſappointed 


ſequent inſurrection. For although that event did not 
happen till the fixth year from the commencement of 


the Regency, yet the people had been fo conſtantly diſ- 
ouſted and incenſed to a very high degree, by the miſ- 
conduct of their rulers, that we have much greater rea- 
ſon for ſurprize that their reſentment lay ſo long dor- 
mant, than that it broke out with ſuch violence at laſt, 
The people had long and patiently ſubmitted to theſe 
oppreſſions. They had ſuffered the preſident de Barillon 
to end his days in confinement, in the priſon of Am- 
boiſe, to which the Queen had doomed bim, although 


aw 


he had been the chief inſtrument of her deſigns in the 


parliament, during the Regency. They had been wit- 
nefles to the tedious impriſonment of the Duke of Beau- 
fort, in the Caſtle of Vincennes, where he languiſhed 


ſeveral years, under a falſe and ridiculous charge of 


- conſpiring againſt the life of Cardinal Mazarin: They 


made loud complaints of the bad ſtate of the Finances; 


and openly condemned the appointment of Emery, a 


man of. a violent temper and mean extraction, to the 
office of ſuperintendant. As the court judged it neceſ- 


ſary to make ſome alterations in the Tariff, the parlia- 


ment aſſembled ſeveral times, on that buſineſs, towards 
he cloſe of the year 1647. The people daily gathered 
in crouds, at the Palais,“ and all the public places of 

| the 


»The place of meeting of the parliament, and ſome of the other 
courts of judicature, | 0 | 


on Þ 
the city. At this time, Meſſrs. De Cadeau, an eminent 


merchant, De Croiſet, a ſolicitor of the Chatelet * of 


Paris, and ſeveral other worthy citizens preſented, and 


vigorouſly ſupported a petition to the parliament, againſt 
the edit of the Domaine. F This tranſaction gave ſo 
much offence to the court, that orders were iſſued for 
ſeizing the perſons of all the parties concerned 1n it. 


But no ſooner did the regiment of guards, which had 


been ſent to favour the execution of theſe orders, ap- 


pear in the ſtreet of St Denis, than the populace, who 


were apprized of their defign, inſtantly ran to arms, 
rang the alarum bells of all the neighbouring churches, 


S 


and made ſuch effectual diſpoſitions for the protection 


of thoſe againſt whom the aforeſaid orders were iſſued, 
that they compelled both the guards and the lieutenants 


civil, who had received inſtructions to attend perſonally 


on the occaſion, to retire, leaving their commiſſion un- 


executed. 
The inceſſant firing of guns, which was heard in 
every quarter of the city, during the following nights, 


demonſtrated, that the minds of the inhabitants were 
occupied with other deſigns, than — that of their 


own defence. 

However, as neither the parliament, nor the other 
ſuperior courts 1 had, as yet, declared for either party, 
but conſtantly endeavoured to preſerve a medium, be- 


tween the oppreſſive conduct of the court and the rage 
of reſentment in the people, matters advanced but ſlow- 


ly; and ' tis probable that no event of conſequence would 
have enſued, had not the imprudence of the miniſter 
and his aſſociates betrayed them into two actions, at the 
beginning of the year 1648, which claſhed ſo violently 
with the intereſts of all the ſuperior courts, as to com- 
pel them to ſuch a conduct, for the preſervation of their 


own particular rights, as no conſideration of the public 


welfare could hitherto produce in them. 


3 2 OO. | "Ib" 


A court, both 1 civil and criminal ;orifaiQion. The parlia- 
ment of Paris aſſembles, five times a year, at the Chatalet, for the 
trial of priſoners. | 


1 The Domaine is a tax levied on the crown lands, confiſcations, 


fines, &c. and forms a conſiderable part of the King's revenue, 


1 Theſe are the parliament of Paris, the grand council, the court 


of aids, and the chamber of accounts. Vide p. 6, 
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It cannot be denied, but that there were, in each of 
the ſuperior courts, many perſons of probity, who pre- 
ferred the public good to their own private intereſt; yet, 


as their honeſt deſigns were conſtantly thwarted, by the 


corrupt influence of the cabal, neither the tears of the 


people, nor the ſpirited reſiſtance of the magiſtrates 


would, in the end, have proved of any avail, had not 
the court, by its imprudent conduct, countermined and 
deſtroyed its own baneful projects. 8 


In the month of January 1648, the King delivered an 
edict to the parliament, containing an appointment of 


twelve additional maſters of requeſts.“ This appoint- 


ment became the firſt foundation of that vigorous oppo- 
ſition, by which the ſuperior courts, as will be ſeen here- 
after, ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed themſelves, againſt the 
arbitrary attempts of the court, For although the above 
edict appeared to concern the ſociety of the maſters of 
requeſts alone, yet its influence extended itſelf to eve- 


ry member of the profeſſion of the law ; and there were 


few families which were not affected by it, in the per- 
ſons either of their relations or friends. Beſides, as the 
maſters of . requeſts aſſembled on the ſame day, and, 


on the day following, ſent deputies to the parliament, 


with a proteſt againſt the above edit; this animated 


conduct, in a ſociety which had been hitherto rather 


remarkable for their ſubmiſſiveneſs to the court, awaken- 


ed the general attention; and ſo much the mere, as it 
was well known, that this meeting had been held in 


defiance of the expreſs prohibition of the chancellor, 
and that they had reſolved to raiſe a fund, among them- 
ſelves, to allow 12,000 livres per annum to each mem 
ber of their ſociety, who might- be exiled on this oc- 
caſion, and, in caſe of the death of any of them, dur- 


ing ſuch exile, to pay the purchaſe-value of their office 


to the widows or heirs of the deceaſed. 

There happened alſo, about this time, another in- 
cident, which contributed much to produce the ſubſe- 
quent union of the ſuperior courts. The members of 

| | | | the 


. The judicial intendants, as alſo thoſe of the police and finan- 


. ces, are appointed from this body. The maſters of requeſts, to 


the number of four only, are admitted alſo to a ſeat in the parlia- 
ment, | | | 


/ 


GUY JO L. 3 
the chamber of accounts, * the grand council, + and 
the court of aids t had lately been required to contri- 


bute their quota to the Paulette, || a tax which had, for 


ſome time, lain dormant, and was now newly revived. 


With this demand, however, they abſolutely refuſed 


to comply, alledging, that none but inferior officers 
| had ever been ſubjected to the tax; and orders were, 
in conſequence, iſſued for ſtopping the payment of their 
ſalaries, + ä 
| Operas were now firſt exhibited at the Palais Royal. $ 
For the purpoſe of this entertainment, upwards of 
500,000 crowns had been expended, in procuring mu- 
ſicians and fingers, from Italy. This circumſtance at- 
tracted the particular attention of the public in general, 
but eſpecially of the three ſuperior courts aboye men- 
tioned, who plainly perceived, from this enormous and 
ſuperfluous expence, that the demand made on them 
was vexatious, and unauthorized by any peculiar exi- 
gency of the ſlate, | EE | 
Although they made no public declaration of their 


reſentment againſt the rigour and diſreſpectful condu&_ 


of the court, they, neverthelefs, ſecretly concerted the 
meaſures neceſſary to their common intereſt ; and, 
rightly judging that, unleſs they made the general wel- 
fare of the nation, and the regulation of, the finances, 
the oſtenſible motives of their future tranſactions, they 
ſhould meet with little countenance or ſupport from the 
people, they therefore determined to diſclaim all re- 
| gar to their own private intereſt, and to profeſs them- 
| ſelves to be actuated by no other conſideration _ 

| | that 


* To this court all thoſe who are concerned in the management 


of the King's revenues deliver in their accounts. It has alſo prece- 


dence even of the parliament, reſpecting the date of its eftabliſh- 
ment, which is ſuppoſed to be coeval with that of the kingdom. 

+ The jariſdiction of this court extends over the whole kingdom, 
and there is no appeal from its deciſions. The chancellor, for the 
time being, fits as preſident in this court. 


1 The court of aids has the ſuperintendance of the ſalt-duties, | 


tallies, and all other taxes and impoſts. 
A tax paid by ſome of the officers of the courts of juſtice, It 
_ derives its name from one Paulet, ſecretary of the chamber to Henry 
IV. who firſt projected it. | e = 
I The Palais Royal was then a royal palace, it now belongs to the 
| Duke of Orleans. | 2 
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that of the public good. In. conſequence of this de- 
termination, the grand council and the court of aids 
aſſembled, and ſent a deputation to the chamber of ac- 
counts, propoſing a coalition of the three companies, 
for the purpoſe of deliberating on the ſteps neceſſary to 
be taken, for remedying certain abuſes in the ſtate, 
without mentioning either the demand made on them, 
or the ſtoppage of their ſalaries. 

This meaſure cauſed an univerſal ſurprize; more ef. 
pecially as the chamber of accounts readily acceded to 
the propoſition, and inſtantly appointed deputies, to 
accompany thoſe of the court of aids, with a ſimilar 
propoſal to the parliament, for a general union of the 
four courts. Cardinal Mazarin put in practice every 
artifice, in order to prevent the ſucceſs of this applica- 
tion. But all his efforts proved ineffectual; for, on 
the thirteenth of May, 1648, the parliament, alſo, yield- 

ed their conſent; and decreed, that the deputies of the 
four courts ſhould aſſemble, at ſtated times, in the 
chamber of St. Louis, to conſult on the preſent ſituation 
of affairs. 

The above decree of the parliament now became 
the ſubje& of general converſation, throughout the 
kingdom, and the court, being totally unprepared for 
it, jet every engine in motion to procure its reverſal]: 
They even offered to relinquiſh the demand which had 
been made on the ſuperior courts. But this conde- 
ſcenſion came too late to produce the intended effect; 
and the companies, acquiring freſh courage from the 
encreaſing weakneſs of the court, rejected the offers 
which were made them; haughtily adding, that their 
oppolition aroſe ſolely from a ſenſe of their duty to the 
public. 

The court therefore, perceiving. that its credit and 
authority diminiſhed daily, reſolved to try the effects 
of force; and, in the night between the Thurſday and 
Friday, preceding the feaſt of Pentecoſt, ſeized the 
perſons of Meſſrs. Turgot and GArgouges, counſellors 
of the grand council, who were conducted to Mount 

Olympus,. M. Lotin, a preſident, and two counſellors 
of the parame, who were carried to Pont-a IO. | 
| and 


EU JOUR; 
and Meſſrs, Cheſel and Guerin, counſellors of the court 
of aids, who were exiled to Nanci. 

Several decrees had been iſſued by the cadets an- 
nulling that of the parliament, of the thirteenth of 
May: and M. Guenegaud, ſecretary of ſtate, was ſent 
with M. Carnavalet, lientenant of the King's body- 
guards, to the Palais, with orders to tear out the leaf 
of the regiſter in which that decree was inſerted. But 
an inferior clerk, belonging to the office where the 
regiſter is kept, having refuſed to produce the book, 
at their requiſition, intelligence of this refuſal was 
ſoon communicated to the ſhop-keepers in the great 
hall, who inftantly ſhut all the doors, and would, 
| poſſibly, have proceeded to extremities, had not Meſſrs. 
Guenegaud and Carnavalet precipitately retreated by a 
back ſtaircaſe, leaving the buſineſs they came upon 
unfiniſhed, 

Much about this time, an incident happened, which, 
tho' apparently of ſmall importance in itſelf, had a 
marvellous effect towards irritating the minds even of 
thoſe members of the parliament, who had, hitherto, 
conducted themſelves with the moſt moderation. The 
court being informed that the preſident de Meſmes had; 
on a certain occaſion, delivered his ſentiments in the 
parliament with unwonted freedom, took the ridicu- 
lous precaution of placing a ſpy before his door; with 
inſtructions to minute down the names of all perſons 
reſorting to the houſe. This circumſtance coming to 
the preſident's knowledge, he gave the ſpy into the 
cuſtody of a commiſfary, who conducted him to the 
Chatalet. But when the parliament ſent an order, on 
the next day, for his removal from thence to the Som 
ciergerie, + it appeared, that he had been ſet at liber- 
ty, early that morning, by the King's authority. This 
proceeding was highly reſented by all the members; 
and many of them were of opinion, that the whole 
was a concerted ſcheme, to give the preſident (whoſe 
conduct had rendered him gee os greater credit 
with the parliament. ' 

The 
* In the great ball of the Palais, there are a Wanner of ſhops + 


where goods are daily expoſed to ſale, 
+ An inferior priſon ; reſembling our  Bridewell, 
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The numerous and trifling incidents of this kind» 

which happened daily, ſo far inflamed the people's 
minds, and diminiſhed their reſpect for the court, that 
all the public places, and particularly the hall of the 
Palais were continually filled with perſons, who openly 
inveighed againſt the late edicts. Nay, even the wo- 
men aſſembled on Saturdays, at the door of the church 
of Notre Dame, when the Queen came to maſs, and, as 
the guards would not ſuffer them to approach near 
enough to ſpeak to her Majeſty, repeatedly cried out, 
« to Naples, to Naples ;” infinuating thereby, that 
the people of Paris, unleſs their wrongs were quickly 
redrefled, would follow the example which had been 
recently ſet them by thoſe of Naples. * . 
Tpbeſe inſtances of the popular diſſatisfaction were, 

however, but ſlightly regarded by the Queen and the 
miniſtry, although they are at all times dangerous to 
the ſtate, as the people are thereby inſenfibly led to 
adopt the ſentiments of their neighbours in ſimilar 
ſituations, - This negligence was the more reprehenſi- 
ble, as the meaſures which were then carrying on in 
England + had produced a very ſiniſter effect in France 
alſo : where, although every one diſapproved of the 
extremities to which the Engliſh had proceeded, yet 
'twas the exceſs only, and not the motives, which they 


4 condemned; and the people had imperceptibly im- 
— 1 bibed the dangerous notion, that it was both natural 
| | and lawful for ſubjects oppreſſed by their governors, 


„ 


cdo take up arms and defend themſelves. | 
1 The Duke of Beaufort's eſcape from impriſonment 
in the caſtle of Vincennes, on the feaſt of Pentecoſt 
1648, greatly contributed to encreaſe the confidence 
of the people, who, from that moment, looked upon 
his highneſs in the light of a leader, capable of de- 
fending them againſt the court; and their hatred to 
14 Cardinal Mazarin, cauſed them to conſider the Duke's 
1 reſtoration to liberty as the commencement of the æra 
| of their own freedom. . | | 
F' 4 The Duke, during his confinement, had kept up a 
1 conſtant correſpondence with one of the perſons ap- 
f N 5 | pointed 


* An inſurrection had lately happened at Naples. 
+ The civil war between Charles I. and his Parliament. 
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pointed to guard him, whoſe name was Vaugrimaut, 
on whom he at length prevailed to furniſh him with 
the means of making his eſcape. Ropes and all other 
articles neceſſary for the purpoſe having been previouſly 
provided, the day of Pentecoſt was fixed on for the ex- 
ecution of this enterprize. Accordingly, about one 
o'clock in the afternoon of that day, as the Duke and 
M, de le Ramee, the governor of the caſtle of Vincen- 
nes, were walking together in the gallery leading to 
the platform, as was their daily cuſtom, Vaugrimaut 
entered the gallery, and, having ſecured the door on 
the inſide, he and the Duke fell on the governor whom 
they bound and gagged This being effected, Vaugri- 
maut, without ceremony, took the lead, and let him- 
| ſelf down by a rope into the ditch, telling the Duke, 
that it was but juſt that he ſhould provide for his own 
_ ſafety firſt, as his life depended on the ſucceſs of the 
enterprize ; whereas, in caſe his Highneſs ſhould be 
retaken, it would be attended with no other conſe- 
. quence, than a more cloſe confinement than he had 
hitherto undergone. The Duke, admitting the force 
of this argument, now followed his deliverer into the 
ditch, from whence they were both drawn out, by ſome 
| perſons whom Vaumorin, the Duke's valet de chambre, 
had procured for that end; and the whole company, 
being mounted on horſeback, arrived fafe in the diſ- 
trict of Maine and Anjou, where the Duke remained 
concealed for ſome time, in the houſe of the Curate of. 
La Fleche. | . = | 
This event greatly ſurpriſed the court, although, 
. Cardinal Mazarin had, ſeveral days before, received 
intelligence of ſuch a deſign being in agitation. It 
had been foretold, alſo, by the Abbe de Marivaux and. 
the Advocate Goiſet, who were both addicted to the 
ſtudy of aſtrology. Although theſe prognoſtications 
were treated with univerſal. ridicule, yet the Abbe was 
ſo confident of the accompliſhment of his prediction, 
that he publiſhed it, with all the attendant circum- 
Rances; and, being jeered by one of his friends, 
whom he met at court, on the day on which the event 
took place, who told him aloud, that the Duke of Beau- 


fort was fill at Vincennes, he coolly replied, that it au 


5 not 
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not yet four clock, and that all raillery on the ſubject muſt : 
be mal-a-propos till that hour was elapſed At length, 
however, the affair ſo ſtrongly attracted the public at- 


tention, and the Cardinal received ſuch repeated cau- 


tions on the ſubject, that he thought proper to diſpatch 


an expreſs to M. de la Ramee, ordering him to keep a 


watchful eye over his priſoner, without explaining 
himſelf any farther; but the governor had not the leaſt 
ſuſpicion of Vaugrimaut, he being the man in whom 
he moſt confided. | | WY, : 

Beſides the preceding circumſtances, the advices which 
continually arrived from Munſter cut off every hope of 
an approaching peace, and thereby filled up the mea- 


ſure of the people's reſentment againſt the Cardinal, to 


whom they imputed all the delays and difficulties which 


had arifen on the occaſion, _ T 


Ever fince the year 1643, the Duke de Longueville 
and Meflrs. D'Avaux and Servien had been ſent to 
Munſter, as Plenipotentiaries; where, after many ob- 
ſtacles had been raiſed by Servien, who was in the 
ſecret of the Cardinal's private intentions, certain pro- 
poſitions were, at length, agreed to by the Duke and 
M. D'Avaux, as being honourable and advantageous to 
France. is certain, alſo, that thoſe two miniſters 
were much inclined to fign the above propoſitions, bur 
that, Servien having refuſed his concurrence, they 
wanted reſolution to accompliſh it, although their com- 
miſſions empowered them to ſign whenever any two of 
them ſhould agree in the ſame opinion. At the Duke 
de Lon: ueville's return to France, the authenticity of 
the advices which had been received from Munſter was 
fo firmly eſtabliſhed, by thoſe who had accompanied 
him on the embaſſy, that all men were convinced that 
the Cardinal had purpoſely obſtructed and defeated the 
negotiations, fearing left a peace might diminiſh his 
conſequence in the ſtate, and alſo leſt he ſhould there- 


by forfeit” the emoluments, which he derived from the 


numerous taxes, wherewith the people were continually 

burdened, under the pretence of ſupporting the war. 
The deputies of the parliament and the other courts 

ſtill continued to aſſemble in the Chambre of St. Louis, 


in open defiance of the daily prohibitory decrees of the 


council, 
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council. This conduct created ſuch a general ex- 


pectation of an approaching change in che ſlate of 
affairs, that every one eagerly ſought the means of 


promoting a meaſure ſo defirable to the whole na- 
tion. 5 | 


But the victory obtained by the Prince of Condé 


at Lens, during this period, on the 2oth of Auguſt. 


1648, inſpiring the court with freſh, courage, it was 
determined to ſeize the perſons of thoſe who were the 
moſt active in the parliament, on a ſuppoſition that 
the reſt would thereby be eaſily reduced to ſubmiſſion. 
This deſign had been ſuggeſted even by ſome of the 
members themſelves, and particularly by M. Molé, 


the firſt preſident, Who, although he at times affected 


a ſpirited oppoſition to the meaſures of the court, yet 


privately practiſed every artifice to promote them. To 


this conduct he was influenced by a double motive: on 


the one hand, that he might gain credit with the par- 


liament: and on the other, that, by encreaſing his 
conſequence with the court, he might thereby render 
himſelf more deſerving in their opinion, of the grati- 
fication of 100,000 livres which they paid him an- 


nually, and obtain new favours for his children, whoſe: 


power over him was abſolute, and who fold him to the 


court, | | 8 
It was well known, alſo, that the high reputation 
which the Sieur de Brouſſel had acquired in the parlia- 


ment, was the ſource of much diſquietude to M. Mole; 


and from hence it was conjectured, that the preſident 


was one of thoſe who had recommended to the Court: 


the above pernicious meaſure, of ſeizing that gentle- 
man and ſome other members, whoſe ſole crime was. 
their having acquired the affection of the people, whoſe- 


_ cauſe they had defended againſt the attempts of the. 


Miniſter. 


I 


However, this grand project was executed on the 


26th Auguſt 1648, on which day the King accom- 
panied the Queen to the church of Notre Dame, to be 


_ preſent at the Te Deum, which was performed on ac- 


* 


count of the victory of Lens. After the ſervice was. 
$niſhed, their Majeſties returned to the palace, but the 


French and Swiſs guards, contrary to their uſual cuſtom, . 
= NO remained 
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remained poſted in the neighbourhood of the church. 


At the ſame time, the Sieur de Comminges, lieutenant 


of the Queen's guards, attended by a few ſoldiers, 
about one o'clock in the afternoon, entered the houſe 


of M. de Brouſſel, near the gate of St. Landri, juſt at. 


the inſtant he roſe from table, in his gown and ſlippers, 
in company with his children; 

M. de Comminges, on his entrance, preſented this 
worthy man with a Lettre de Cachet, * which contained 
an order for his immediately following the bearer, 


M. Brouſſel replied that he was ready to obey, but de- 


ſired permiſſion to dreſs himſelf firſt; and Miſs Brouſſel 


added that, as her father had taken phyſic, which was 


really the caſe, it was poſſible he might have occaſion 
to retire on that account. This was conſented to: 
but M. de Comminges, thinking that his priſoner ſtaid 


rather too long, and obſerving that the people gather- 


. ed about the door, and had even driven away the 


coach which had been prepared for the purpoſe, obliged 


the Sieur de Brouſſel to ſet off directly, in the dreſs in 


which he firſt found him. As they paſted through the 


ſtreet des Marmouſets, ſome perſons threw a wooden 


bench i into the middle of the way, with a view of ſtop- 


Ping the coach: but this proved ineffectual, and the 


coach drove over it, through the midſt of the guards, 


firſt to the New Market, and afterwards to the Gold- 
ſmith's Quay, where it broke down. At this inſtant, 


however, a lady paſſing by in another carriage, M. de 


Comminges obliged her to alight, and placing his pri- 
ſoner therein, conducted bim to the caſtle of Madrid, 
and from thence to St. Germain's, Where he lay. The 
guards now filed off towards the ſpos where the coach 


had broke down, extending themlelves the whole 


length of the New Bridge. In the mean time, as the 
news of this event was ſpread through the whole city, 


the people began to afſemble, and all the ſhops were 


almoſt inſtantaneouſly ſhut up. Ihe ſervants and 


neighbours of M. Brouflel, whoſe houſes overlooked 


1 1 to 
* This fignifies ſimply a letter under the Royal Signet. | 


— 


the river, having acquainted the watermen on the 
more with the tranſaction, they went in their boats 
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to the gate St. Landri, and, taking their boat-hooks Il 
for weapons, joined a body of people, who had afſem- 4 
bled at the ringing of the alarm-bell of St. Landri's | 
church, armed with ruſty ſwords and halberds ; 'and 
ran after the coach, crying out, kill, kill.” But 
the Marſhal de la Milleraye, who was on horſeback at 
the head of the guards, upon the New Bridge, ad- 
vancing into the ſtreet St. Louis, endeavoured to ſup- 
preſs the tumult. This, however, he found imprac- 
ticable ; and it was with much difficulty and danger 
that he effected a retreat; as a watchmaker, who lived 
in the above ſtreet, attempted to ſhoot him, from one 
of the windows, but, happily, his piece miſled fire. 
The lieutenant-civil, the lieutenant- criminal, and 
the other magiſtrates of the police now thought proper 
to repair to the houſe of the firſt preſident of the par- 
liament; but, in paſſing along, they were pelted with 
ſtones, by the populace, as was alſo the Marſhal, who, 
having received a ſlight hurt, diſcharged a piſtol, and 
mortally wounded a man, who was a porter, near the 
church of St. Germain of Auxerrois. V 
It was in the ſtreet St. Honors that the porter was 
ſhot; and the Coadjutor paſſing thro' that ſtreet, on 
his return from the Palais, much diſpleaſed at the re- 
ception he had met with, confeſſed him, as he lay in 
the kennel. The people were very viſibly affected by 
this incident; and it contributed not a little to recon- 
cile them to the Coadjutor; to effect which, as he has 
ſince declared in my hearing, was the chief motive of 
his conduct on the occaſion. On his entrance into the 
Queen's apartment, in his pontifical robes, which he 
had not laid aſide ſince the Te Deum, he overheard 
Beautru whiſper to the Queen, Your Majeſty is ve- 
« ry ſick; the Coadjutor has brought you the extreme 
*« unction,” and ſeveral other pleaſantries. The Queen 
then addrefſed him, Mr. Coadjutor, the King, my 
| * ſon, will take a proper time to puniſh” -— but, 
1 Cardinal Mazarin giving her a tap on the ſhoulder, ſhe 
= 1nſtantly changed her tone. While the Coadjutor was 
3 Cconfeſfling the porter, he received a blow, from a ſtone 
thrown at him, which cauſed a contuſion in his ſide; 
„ and, when the Queen ſent to deſire that he would 
| : come 
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come the next day to the Palais Royal, he had taken to 
his bed, purpoſely to avoid complying with the re- 
queſt, which he had forſeen. The Queen offered to 
puniſh Beautru, if he required it ; but he replied, that 
he was not at all offended. That night he ſent for 
one Miron, a maſter of accounts, who was much at- 
tached to him, and was killed afterwards, at the fire 
at the Hotel de Ville. This man had the command of 
the city-guard in the quarter where he lived, called 
the Chevalier de Guet. Miron propoſed beating to 
arms, and to barricading the ſtreets, but, as it was 
1udged improper for that quarter to ſet the example, 
Martineau,-a Counſellor of the Requeſts, who com- 
manded in the ſtreet St. Jaques, was ſent to on the oc- 
caſion. He was gone to bed, much intoxicated : but 
his wife, the preſident de Pommereuil's fiſter, with 
whom the Coadjutor was in love, inſtantly roſe, or- 
dered the drums to be beaten, and began the barrica- 
does in that quarter, as did Miron alfo, directly after- 
wards, in his. | | | 
The Coadjutor of Paris, through a feigned deſire cf 
putting a ſtop to the tumult, left his palace, on foot, 
dreſt in his pontifical robes; and, as he paſſed through 
the ſtreets, very bountifully beſtowed his benedictions i” 
on the people, who, on their part, as readily threw _ 
themſelves on their knees to receive them, but, at the 
3 B ſame time, never ceaſed from crying out, that M. 
hBrouſſel muſt be ſet at liberty. The prelate, at length, 
| with ſome difficulty, reached the Palais Royal, and, be- 
ing admitted to the Queen's preſence, repreſented to 
MW her, in very lively terms. the danger which was likely 
= to enſue from a perſeverance in the meaſures lately 
4 adopted: but, as her Majeſty anſwered him with a de- 
gree of aſperity, and the partizans of the Cardinal 
bt treated him with ridicule, it has been conjectured, that 
I; the occurrences of this audience laid the firſt foundation 
| of that unremitting enmity to the court, by which his 
ſubſequent conduct was ſo ſtrongly marked. | 
Many, however, were of opinzon, that the Coadju- 
tor's diſpleaſure againſt the Cardinal was of an earlier 
date, and that it aroſe from his eminency's having re- 
fuſed to grant him the poſt. of governor of Paris - * 
| - | 8 [ag 
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ks Duke de Montbazon. The truth is, that the Co- 
adjutor's palace had, for ſome time paſt, been the re- 
ſort of the Count de Montreſor, the Marquis de Noir- 


moutier, Meſſrs. Saint Ibal, de Laigues, de Fontrailles, 


de Varicarville, d' Argenteuil, and of all the malecon- 
tents in general: he had alſe preached a ſermon be- 
fore the Jeſuits Society, on the feaſt of St. Louis, and 
at which their Majeſties alſo were preſent, which was 
deemed by the courtiers very ſeditious and inflamma- 
' tory. They aſſerted alſo (what was but too true) that 


his benedictions to the people were better calculated to 
create, than to appeaſe a commotion; and that Meſſrs. 


d' Argenteuil and de Marigni, who were his ſupporters, 
exhorted the populace to perſevere in their tumultuous 
conduct. 

The preſident de Blancmenil was taken into cuſtody 
at the ſame time with M. Brouſſel; and the officers 
went, on the ſame buſinels, to the houſce of the Preſi- 


dent Charton, and Meſſrs. Laine and Loyſel, all of 


whom had made their eſcape: At each of the houſes 
of the two laſt mentioned gentlemen a Lettre de Cachet 
was left, to expreſs their being baniſhed, the one to 


Nants, the other to Senlis: but neither of them obeyed 
the order. Theſe tranſactions obliged the parliament 


to aſſemble, and to proceed in a body to the Palais 
Royal. On their entrance, the Queen was much in- 
clined to order ſome of the counſellors to be immedi- 


ately hung up at the windows; but ſhe was diſſuaded 


therefrom by the Cardinal : my father was one of thoſe 


whom the Queen had marked out as victims. A queſ- 


tion aroſe, whether, as they were not then in Loco Ma- 
Jorum, they could legally proceed to buſineſs, in their 
parliamentary capacity, which was at length determin- 
ed in the affirmaiive: I have been told that the argu- 


ments on both ſides were very ingenious. Martineau 
gave it as his opinion, that the people's demand of 


M. Brouſſel's enlargement was reaſonable, and ought to 


be granted; which gave riſe to much murmuring among 


the members: and, in fact, he appeared not * to 
have ſlept himſelf ſober. 


A kind of general aſſembly of the courts was now 
held, but, as nathing could be determined on that day, 
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the meeting was adjourned to the next morning. About 
fix o'clock in the evening, the fury of the people ap- 
peared to abate, as they began to retire, by degrees, 
to their habitations, after the guards had quitted the 
new bridge, by order of the Marſhal de la Milleraye, 
who, nevertheleſs, returned in a ſhort time, accom- 
panied by a number of perſons,. hired for the purpoſe, 
ſhouting ©* God ſave the King!“ the ſhops, however, 
ſtill remained ſhut, and moſt of the citizens continued 
under arms, at their doors, having alſo taken the pre- 
caution to provide themſelves with a ſufficient quanti- 
ty of ammunition. After all, there was great proba- 
bility, that the return of night would have reſtored 
_ tranquillity to the city, had not the mayor and the 
other magiſtrates of the police, by the Queen's orders, 
ſent notice to all the officers of the city-guard to hold 
their arms and men ready for ſervice. Theſe orders 
were occaſioned by the mis- information which the 
Queen had received, reſpecting the general diſpoſition 
of the inhabitants, in the preſent circumſtances of af- 
fairs: it having been repreſented to her Majeſty, that 
all the citizens of any conſequence and reputation were 
'well-affeted, and that the preſent diſturbances were 
raiſed by a few of the rabble only, who might'eaſily be 
__ BE 
In the mean time, this order greatly encreaſed the 
confidence of the citizens, who thereby ſaw themſelves 
authorized, in ſome ſort, to act at their own diſcre- 
tion. Moreover, the relations and friends of M. 
Brouſſel and the other exiles, as alſo all thoſe who 
were in oppoſition to the court, were very alert on 
the occaſion ; ſending meſſages, during the night, to 
all the citizens of their acquaintance, exhorting them 
to a ſpirited exertion of their duty on this important 
conj uncture. 5 5 . 
The Coadjutor alſo, who was highly offended at the 
reception the tender of his ſervices had met with from 
the court, ſent ſimilar meſſages to his friends, by his 
relation the Chevalier de Serrigni, and Meſſts. d' Ar- 
genteuil and de Laigues ; the latter of whom was late 
ly returned from the army, much incenſed againſt the 
Prince of Conde, by whom he had been very ill treat- 
ed, in conſequence of a diſpute at play. 
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All theſe movements, however, would poſlibly have 
been attended with no material conſequence, had not 
the court, in the following inſtance, e through 
all bounds, and raiſed the reſentment of the people to 
the higheſt pitch. The Queen and Cardinal Mazarin, 


emboldened by the aſſurances they had received of the 


citizens fidelity, reſolved to purſue the ſame tract of 
rigorous conduct, in which. they at firſt ſet out. In 


conſequence of this determination, the Chancellor was 
ſent to the parliament, with orders to put a ſtop to 
their deliberations, and to prohibit them from taking 


any cognizance of public affairs for the future: this 
meaſure was alſo ſecretly promoted by the firſt Preſi- 
dent, and ſome others of the Cardinal's partizans, who 


had exerted every effort to abate the ardour of the par- ; 


liament, and to ſpin out the buſineſs as much as poſ- 
fible. As the entrance of ſeveral of the ſtreets were 

blocked up, by the chains ſtretched acroſs them, when 
the Chancellor's carriage reached the Hotel de Luines, 


on the Auguſtine's quay, he found himſelf obliged to 


alight, and to purſue his journey on foot. In paſling 
through a croud of people, who were aſſembled near 


the ſpot, his perſon was recognized by a.man, againſt 


whom he had lately decided a cauſe brought before 


the council; who ſuddenly cried out, “there's that 


« ſcoundrel the Chancellor, who is going to forbid 
„the parliament to afſemble, that M. Brouſſel may 
„ not be ſet at liberty; knock him down!” There- 
upon, the people running towards the Chancellor, he 
had but juſt time enough to ſlip into the Hotel de Luines, 


where he remained for ſome time, hid in a cloaths- 


preſs, which was contrived in the wall. | 
The people now, ruſhing from all quarters, forced 
their way into the houſe, and ſearched it from top to 
bottom : but not being able to find the Chancellor, 
they reſolved to ſet fire to it. They were prevented 
however, from executing this deſign, by the arrival of 
the Marſhal de la Milleraye, at the head of two or 
three companies of the French and Swiſs garde; who 
drove the people away, and thereby gave the Chancel- 
lor an opportunity of getting into the coach of his re- 
lation, M. d'Aubai, the Lieutenant-Civil, who _ 
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i alſo come to his aſſiſtance, with ſome officers of juſ- 
we tice. | 
li. 


This being effected, the Marſhal drew off his troops 
with all poſſible expedition, as he perceived that the 
people were, on all ſides, making the neceſſary diſpo- 
ſitions for impeding his retreat: for this reaſon alſo, 
he ordered the guards to fire ſeveral times as they re- 
tired; and he himſelf, with a piſtol, ſhot a poor wo- 
man, with a baſket on her head, at the entrance of the 
New Bridge. This incident ſerved only to incenſe the 
people ſtill the more; and as the Chancellor and his 
eſcort paſſed the brazen horſe, ſeveral pieces were fired 
from the oppoſite houſes, by which the coach was ſhot 
through in five or fix places, and Picard, Lieutenant 
to the Grand Provoſt,” together with the eldeſt ſon of 
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Sanſon the geographiſt, who was at the e 
Vere killed on the ſpot. 
4 At the other end of the Bridge to. there was a 


great tumult: as the people on the Tanner's Quay, 
hearing the report of the muſketry, inſtantly afſembled 
8 in a body, firſt arming themſelves with the old iron 
if utenfils, &c. which are daily expoſed to ſale in that 
place. In the mean while, as all the efforts of the 
populace to prevent the Chancellor's eſcape had proved 
. ineffectual, five or ſix hundred of them, forming a ſe- 
— 1 parate body, with a piece of linen faſtened to the end 
| of a ſtick, for a flag, and a drum beating before them, 
without oy manner of order, marched along the quay 
towards the Grand Chatelet. This circumſtance, and 
an apprehenſion leſt the rioters ſhould attempt a gene- 
ral pillage, induced the captain of that diviſion of the 
| city-guard to order the entrance of the ſtrect oppoſite 
i i the Church of St. Leutroi to be ſhut up with the chain. 
; He alſo ordered the drum to be beat: and, as his com- 
pany, in conſequence of che order af the preceding day, 
had been kept in readineſs, they immediately marched 
out and took poſt about the chain and in the adjacent 
parts. This example was quickly followed by the 
whole city; and the general cry being, to arms 
„and the barricadoes |! * in leſs than half an hour all 
the ſtreets were barricaded in a ſimilar manner, with 
the chains and double rows of calls, filled with earth, 
ſtones, 
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ſtones, &c. behind which the citizens with their arms 


were ranged, to an almoſt inconceivable number. 
It was on the 27th of Auguſt 1648, about ten 


or o'clock i in the morning, that this inſurrection happen- 


ed: at which time the parliament was aſſembled, to 
deliberate on the meaſures neceſſary to be taken, with 
reſpe& to the recent impriſonment of their brethren ; 
and after many of the members had given their opi- 
nion, with more or leſs ſpirit, it was at length deter- 


mined, as ſoon as they became acquainted with what 
had paſſed in the city, to wait on the Queen in a bo- 


dy, with a requeſt for their enlargement, and, in caſe 
of a refuſal, to reſume and continue their deliberations, 


till they ſhould attain the point in view. According- 


ly, about half an hour after ten o'clock, they ſet out 
from the Palais, dreſt in the habits: of their office, to 


the number of one hundred and ſixty, the people eve- 


ry where opening the barricadoes, to let them paſs, 
ſhouting ** God ſave the King! God ſave Brouſlel ! 
© God ſave the Parliament!” and conjuring them, at 
all events to obtain M. Brouſſel's liberty. 

When the parliament arrived at the Palais Royal, 


they were immediately admitted to an audience, in a 
ball, in which were the King, the Queen, the Duke 


of Orleans. Cardinal Mazarin, the Chancellor, the 
Marſhal de la Milleraye, and ſeveral other perſons. 
The firſt Prefident made an harangue, in which he ſet 
forth the diſturbances which had ariſen in the city, 
and repreſented the abſolute neceſſity of an immediate 


recal of the exiles; but the Queen anſwered, with 


much aſperity, that nothing ſhould make her change 


her reſolution ; that the Parliament ſhould be reſpon- 


ſible to the King for all thoſe diſturbances, which 


were not ſo formidable but that they might eafily have 


quelled them; that the King would, at a proper time, 


take due vengeance on them; and it has even been ſaid 


that, as her Majeſty retired to another apartment, ſhe 
added, in a lower voice, — “ yes; he ſhall be delivered 
„up; but not whilſt he has breath.” As the comp any 
were about to depart, ſome propoſals were made for 
an accommodation: but, this producing no effect, rhe 
parliament returned in the ſame order in which they 

came, 
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came, fave that, as they paſſed thro? the firſt barrica- 
does, the citizens, by their murmurs, expreſſed great 
_ diſcontent at the failure of their application for M. 
Brouſſel's enlargement. 3 i 
At length, when they arrived at the barricado at the 
place called la Croix du Tiroir, they were ſtopped by 
one Raguenet, a dealer in iron, who commanded in 
that quarter, and about fifteen of his company, carry- 
ing halberds; and Raguenet, addreſſing himſelf to the 
firſt Preſident, demanded whether he had brought back 
M. Brouſſel? To this queſtion, the Preſident replied 
in the negative: but added, that they had received a 
very gracious anſwer from the Queen, on the ſubject 
of which they were then going to the Palais, to delibe- 
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5 rate: But Raguenet told him, that he muſt return to 
the Palais Royal * and procure M. Brouſſel's releaſe- 
maent, otherwiſe he ſhould not be permitted to paſs 
' Þ through that-quarter, At this inſtant, ſome perſons in 


the croud cried out, that they well knew there were 
' traitors amongſt them, of whom he, the Preſident, was 
=. one, who were ſecretly leagued with the court, and 
1 bore no good will to M. Brouſſel; and that, if the 
©  -did not, on their next return, bring him back wit 
= | them, not a life of one of them ſhould be ſpared. 
lk Theſe declarations were accompanied with many inſults 
i i towards ſeveral of the members, and e e the 
. firſt Preſident, whom they ſhoved about with great rude- 
neſs, and, at laſt, they even pulled him by the beard, 
which he wore very long. os 
1 The people were partly influenced to this conduct 
1 by thoſe of the members who had been the moſt zea- 
1 3 lous in their oppoſition, and exhorted them to compel 
the firſt Preſident to return: with which he at length 
1. found himſelf obliged to comply, through fear of meet- 


= ing with worſe treatment, than he had hitherto expe- 
& rienced, in caſe of his non compliance. However, he | 
3 was not attended back again by all the members; as 

I five of the Preſidents and ſeveral Councellors, dreading 


the 


* It muſt be remembered, that the Palais is a place of aſſembly 7 
the parliament, and the Palais Royal is the King's palace. 
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the conſequence of the peoples menaces, made their 
eſcape thro' ſome of the by- ſtreets. e 

The parliament now returned to the Palais Royal, 
and, having obtained permiſſion to deliberate in one 
of the halls, reſolved again to ſupplicate her Majeſty, 
to grant the exiles their liberty. To this requeſt the 


court, when informed of the preceding conduct of the 


people, no longer heſitated to accede; and two of the 
royal coaches were, in conſequence, immediately diſ- 
patched to bring back Meſſrs. Blancmenil and Brouſ- 
ſel: at the ſame time, letters de Cachet, containing the 
recal of the other exiles, were alſo delivered to the re- 
lations of thoſe perſons. 1 . 

It was not till near ſeven o'clock in the evening that 
this buſineſs was compleated: after which all the mem- 
bers of the parliament retired to their own houſes, 
without any moleſtation from the people, who were 
acquainted with what had paſſed, and had ſeen the 


_ coaches ſet off for the above-mentioned gentlemen, 


On the ſame day, the Coadjutor, who was minutely 
informed of every incident, and naturally concluded 
that theſe tranſactions muſt produce very important 
conſequences, was perſuaded by ſome of his friends to 


ſend M. d' Argenteuil to the Duke de Longueville, who 


was as much at enmity with the court as himſelf, re- 
queſting an interview and conference on the ſubje& 
of the preſent ſtate of affairs. The Duke embraced 


the propoſal with avidity, and went directly himſelf to 


the Coadjutor's palace. nl 
Their conference laſted a conſiderable time; and 


ſome of the friends of the Coadjutor, who were pre- 


ſent, were for puſhing matters ſtill farther: urging that 
there could not be a more favourable opportunity; that 
the people, in their preſent diſpoſition, were ready to 
undertake any thing ; that they declared publicly in 
the ſtreets, that they ought to attack the Cardinal in 


perſon; that, unleſs this meaſure was adopted, all 


others would prove ineffeQual ; and that, if Cardinal 
Mazarin ſhould prevail in this conteſt, he would not 


act with the ſame moderation as his opponents had done 
in the preſent inſtance. | 
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But, as theſe kinds of enterprizes are much more 


eaſily propoſed than executed, and as the chief nobility 
do not chuſe to appear as leaders upon ſuch occaſions, 


well knowing that they thereby for ever exclude them- 
ſelves from the favour of the ſovereign, this conſulta- 


tion ended in an agreement to keep a watchful eye on 
the motions of the parliament and people, and to uſe all 
their endeavours, to bring over as many of the nobility 
as poſſible to their intereſts, particularly the Prince of 
Conde, who ſeemed, in ſome ſort to be injured by the 
court, in the choice they had made of this ſeaſon, of 


rejoicing for his victory, at Lens, for the execution of 


ſo unpopular an enterprize. The recent tranſactions at 
the Palais Royal had greatly abated the people's re- 
ſentment: yet, as M. Brouſſel Was not yet arrived, 
they continued in arms during the whole night, in 


D 
ſpite of every endeavour of the magiſtrates, to com- 


pel them to lay them down and to remove the barri- 


cadoes, and although the Preſident de Blancmenil Was 
returned from his exile ever ſince the Friday morning. 
At length, at about ten o'clock on the next day, M. 
Brouſſel arrived; and was received every where with 
the moſt extravagant neee of joy; the peo- 
ple ſhouting God ſave the King ! God fave Brouſ- 
ſel !*” and firing repeated vollies - muſketry, the re- 
port of which created a belief in many perſons, that an 
engagement had enſued between the citizens and the 
M. Brouſſel got out of his coach near the 
church of Notre Dame, from whence he was accom- 
panied, by an innumerable concourſe of people, to his 
own houſe ; where having ſhewn himſelf, at one of the 
windows, for ſome time, the commotion began gradu- 


ally to ſubſide. 


In conſequence of a meſſage which he had received 
from the parliament, he'went to the Palais, and, after 
he had replied, with much modeſty, to a complimen- 
tary ſpeech, which the ſirſt preſident, in the name of 
the whole body, addreſſed to the preſident de Blancmenil 
and him, he reſumed his ſeat amongſt them, without 
the leaſt appearance of oſtentation. 

Orders were then iſſued for removing the bar- 
ricadoes and diſarmin g, which were inſtantly complied 
with; 
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with ; and, in the ſpace of one hour, the ſhops were 
all opened, the. carriages were ſeen driving through 
the ſtreets, and all things wore the ſame face'of tran- 


quillity as if the late diſturbanges had never happened. 


Towards evening, however, it was reported, that a 
body of troops were poſted in the wood of Boulogne; 
but this report quickly vaniſhed, and the general re- 
poſe ſuffered no interruption during the night, It has 
been aſſerted, that when the Duke of Beaufort received 


intelligence at La Fleche of the tranſactions at Paris, 


he ſet out poſts, and arrived there a ſhort time after the 
tumult was appeaſed. Had he made a little more 
diſpatch, he might have reached the city in time to 
have taken ample vengeance on Cardinal Mazarin; 
at leaſt, the number of thoſe in the city, who were 
actuated by the ſame ſentiments with his highnels, 


reſpecting the Cardinal, was fo conſiderable, that, had 


they been headed by ſuch: a leader as the Duke of 


Beaufort, the court would have found it much more 


difficult to obtain an accommodation with the in- 
ſurgents. 1 | 

This incident drew much cenſure on Cardinal Ma- 

zarin's conduct, in expoſing the King, the Queen and 


himſelf to ſuch imminent peril ; and it was the opi- 
nion of many that, previous to ſeizing the perſons of 
M. Brouflel and the reſt, he ſhould have conducted the 


King to St. Germain or Fomainbleau, where he would 


have had nothing to fear from the enterprizes either of 
the parliament or the people, and could never have 
been compelled to ſuch conceſſions, as were extorted 
from him on the late occaſion. | 

He committed another- great error, in ſending the 
Chancellor to the parliament, before the reſentment 


of the members had had time to ſubſide. It would have 


been more. prudent, and more becoming the dignity 
of the court, to have waited patiently for their re- 
monſrances; and it ought to have been confidered 
that, even if the Chancellor could have reached the 
Palais without interruption, there was ſtill great reaſon 


to fear, that the people might retain him, as an hoſtage 


for the ſafety of the exiles, 
5p] | Another 
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Another act of great imprudence was that of put- 
ting arms into the hands of the citizens, who, there is 
reaſon to believe, would not have joined in the com- 
motion, at leaſt not ſo univerſally, but for this cir- 
cumſtance ; ſeeing that individuals, who have ſome- 
thing to loſe, ſeldom chuſe to proceed to thoſe ex- 
tremities, thro' fear of rendering | themſelves con- 


ſpicuous, whereas they are apt to give a greater looſe to 


their reſentments, when they ſee themſelves coun- 
tenanced therein by the magiſtrates: and it argues the 
moſt conſummate ignorance of human nature, to have 
imagined that the citizens, irritated as they were, 
and now furniſhed with arms, would fide with the 
court. The inſurreftion which happened in the 


reign of Henry III. ſhould have proved a leſſon on 


this occaſion ; and, if all the dignity of a ſovereign of 


his age proved inſufficient, to reſtrain the people within 


the bounds of duty and reſpect, much leſs was it to be 
expected, that this effect ſhould be produced by the 
preſence of a minor King, a Spaniſh Queen, held by 
all in contempt, and an alien miniſter, univerſally de- 


teſted. | 


All that can be ſaid in excuſe of this erroneous con- 
duct of the Cardinal's is, that thoſe by whom he was 
environed, and who ſought to obtain preferment 


through his intereſt, judged that the beſt method of 


making their court to him was by miſrepreſenting the 


real ſtate of affairs, and by adviſing ſuch violent mea- 


| ſures, as they knew would be moſt agreeable to the tur- 
bulent temper of the Queen. In fact, the greateſt part 


of the courtiers felt a ſecret ſatisfaction in theſe diſtur- 
bances, as they hoped thereby to encreaſe their conſe- 
quence with the court, and that they ſhould the more 


eaſily obtain the reward of their ſervices, | 


»Tis probable alſo, that thoſe who held the chief 


offices in the ſtate would have rejoiced in the Cardinal's 
ruin, in the expectation that they might ſucceed to his 


dignity, and that the Queen would be obliged to throw 
herſelf upon their protection: and this ſuſpicion is 
verified by the corduct of. the moſt apparently im- 
petuous amongſt them, who, although they openly 


gave the moſt inflammatory counſels, yet ſecretly held 


intelligence 
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intelligence with ſome of the members of the parlia- 


ment, and others of the citizens, and conſtantly re- 


commended to them to continue firm in the cauſe in 
which they had embarked. | | 


The tranquillity, which, far ſeveral days paſt, ſeemed 
to be perfectly reſtored, did not in the leaſt abate that 


hatred, in which every one held Cardinal Mazarin : 
his very name was become ſo odious, that the judges 
thought proper to make an order, that any perſon, who 


gave it to another as a nickname, ſhould be ſubjected 


thereby to a proſecution; which regulation was be- 
come neceſfary, as thoſe perſons, to whom this title of 


reproach was given, were often in danger of their lives, 
and always of being inſulted by the populace; ſeveral 
inſtances of which had recently happened. This name 


fell, at length, into ſuch utter deteſtation, that the 
common people made uſe of it as a kind of impreca- 
tion, againſt any thing which offended them ; and it 


was very common to ſee the carman in the flreets 


whipping their horſes and calling them“ Bougres de 
«© Mazarins.” | . 
Another bad conſequence reſalting from the op- 
probrious acceptation which this title had obtained 
amongſt the people was, that it became at laſt a mark 
of party diſtinction; thoſe who ſided with the court 


— 


being termed Mazarins, whilſt their opponents bore the 


name of Frondeurs ; and as the whole city was ranged 
under the one or the other of thoſe claſſes, hence aroſe 
the moſt virulent domeſtic diſſention; the father was 
ſet at variance with the ſon, the huſband with the 
wife, and the brother with the ſiſter : but with this 


difference, that the firſt of thoſe appellations was 
eſteemed a ſevere reproach, even by the court partizans 


themſelves, whereas thoſe to whom the latter was given 
gloried in the diſtinction. | 


This term, of Frondeur, [a ſlinger] took its riſe from 


the following incident: during this and the preceding 


year, the ſhop boys, and other young people, fre- 


quently aſſembled, in different parts of the city, and 


amuſed themſelves with ſlinging ſtones at each other, in 
ſpite of all the attempts of the officers of juſtice to pre- 


vent them, This circumſtance the Sieur Bachau- 


Vol. I. | C mont, 
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26 MEMOIRS OF | 
mont, “ a counſellor of the parliament, and ſon of the 
preſident Le Coigneux, jeſtingly applied one day, to 
the Duke of Orleans going to the parliament, as he 
often did at that time, purpoſely to reſtrain the impe- 
tuoſity of ſome of the members, who were :.ccuſtomed 
to deliver their ſentiments with too much freedom ; in 
which his Highneſs generally ſucceeded, ſo long as he 
continued preſent amongſt them, but, in his abſence, 
the aſſembly frequently reſumed the conſideration of 
former days tranſactions, and their deciſions thereon 
often proved very unſatisfaRtory to the court: upon which 
the Sieur Bachaumont obſerved, that the court was 
likely to ſucceed no better in its attempts to reſtrain 
the parliament, than the officers of juſtice had in theirs 
to ſuppreſs the diſorderly conduct of the [lingers] Fron- 
deurs: ſo that, from this time, the above title was 
given, at firſt, to all thoſe members in general who ex- 
preſſed their ſentiments freely, and, afterwards to thoſe 
only who aQted in oppoſition to the Cardinal; and it 
obtained ſo general an uſe at laſt, that cloths, rib- 
bonds, laces, ſwords, and all other kinds of merchan- 
dize, even bread itſelf, could none of them be good, 
unleſs they were a la fronde, and there was no term 
more expreſlive, to denote an honeſt man, than that of 
ea good Frondeur,” | 
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The War of Paris. 


Tur deliberations of the parliament, which had 
been diſcontinued during the late tumults, were now 

reſumed; and the firſt ſubject of their conſideration was 
certain propoſitions, relative to the Tariff and the fund 

of the Hotel de Ville. As the ſeaſon of adjournment 

now approached, the parliament, by its own ſole authori- 

ty, continued to fit during the vacations ; having, for 

form-ſake only, demanded permiſſion from the Queen, 
who, with much difficulty granted it, but limited the 

| | ; ie. | time 


* He was jointly engaged, with M. La Chapelle, in that much - 2 
eſteemed work, entitled“ La Chapelle and Bachaumont's Voy= 
ages.“ | . 
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time of heir fitting, and even this limitation ſhe aftere 
wards thought proper to contract. 

At this ſeaſon of the year, the Queen frequently at · 
tended the King upon ſhort excurſions into the coun- 
try, for the benefit of the air; and, in conſequence of 


this cuſtom, having conducted his Majeſty, one morn- 


ing about fix o'clock, from Faris to Ruel, the people 
conceived an opinion, that there was ſomethin myſ- 
terious in this journey, which they then looked upon 


as a preparatory ſtep towards beſieging the city; more 


eſpecially as recent advices had been received, that the 


troops were W Rings: and that they were guilty of 
great irregularities on their march. 


In this ſituation of affairs, the parliament aſſembled, 


on the 22d of September 1648, and petitioned her Ma- 


jeſty to return with the King immediately to Paris, and 


to remove the troops from its neighbourhood, Many 


of the members openly accuſed Cardinal Mazarin as 
the cauſe of all theſe diſturbances, and ſome of them 


proceeded ſo far, as to adviſe a renewal of the edict of 


1617, which excludes foreigners from all ſhare in the 


government of the realm: Theſe violent councils, 
however, were not adopted, and they contented them- 


ſelves with adding to their other reſolutions, that let - 
ters ſhould be written to the Duke of Orleans and the 
Prince of Conde, requeſting their highneſſes to come 
and take their ſeats in the parliament. 

But the two Princes returned for anſwer, that they 
wiſhed to have a conference with the parliament at 
Ruel; and deputies were accordingly ſent, who made 
ſundry propoſitions on the ſubject of ſuch matters, as 
had been agitated in their ſeveral aſſemblies, ſince the 


inſurrection. As the Sieur de Chavigni had been 


lately put under confinement, and M. de Chateauneuf, 
the keeper of the ſeal, together with the Marquis de la 


Vieuville, ſuperintendant of the finances, were ſent 


into exile, this circumſtance induced the deputies to 
demand, in the moſt ſtrenuous manner, ſome aſſurance 


for the public ſecurity. 


The preciſe cauſe of M. de Chavigni's impriſonment 
never tranſpired ; but the moſt cemmon conjecture 
was, that it aroſe from an accuſation brought againſt 
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him, of having, in revenge for the Cardival's depriv- 
ing him of the poſt of Secretary of State, and beſtowing 
it on M. de Brienne, perſuaded the Prince of Conde to 
join with the parliament: and ſome ſaid that he had 
communicated this deſign, in confidence, to the Preſi- 
dent Perrault, one of his Highneſſes's friends, who be- 
tray'd the ſecret to Cardinal Mazarin, in conſequence 
of which M. de Chavigni was immediately ſeized, the 
Cardinal dreading his talents, and his powerful con- 
nections with many of the principal perſons, both of 
the court and parliament, through which he might 
have been enabled to raiſe a cabal in the cabinet, much 


more to be apprehended, than all the murmurs of the 


people, and the remonſtrances of the parliament. Af- 
ter various conferences and ſeveral journies of the de- 


puties to Ruel, an accommodation took place, and an 


edict was publimed, on the 24th of October 1648, by 
which the King remitted to his ſubjects the payment 
of a fifth, on the tallies for the years 1648 and 1649, 
and ſuppreſſed ſeveral other impoſts : his Majefty there- 
by engaged, alſo, that no office, either judicial or 
financial, ſhould be created, for the term of the four 


_ enſuing years; that the officers of the ſuperior courts 


ſhould not be impeded in the exerciſe of their functi- 
ons, either by letters de Cachet or othefwiſe; and that 


all priſoners of ſtate ſhould be brought to an examina- 


tion, in twenty four hours from the time of their being 


taken into cuſtody. On the publication of this edict, 
and the King's return to Paris, on the laſt day of Oc- 


tober, the parliament adjourned to the feaſt of St. Mar- 
tin. 

Thoſe, who had taken an active part in the late 
inſurrection, now perceived, that the court was fully 
bent on vengeance: and, as they were, moreover, well 
informed, that the King s return to Paris was owing, 
ſolely, to the Duke of Orlean's refuſal to conſent to 
the ſiege of that city, they determined to unite in the 


neceſſary meaſures for their defence. 


Several of the moſt zealous, amongſt the "OY 
lors of the parliament, aſſembled regularly, every af- 
ternoon, at the houſe of one of their brethren, the 
pieur de Longueuil, where they MG the plan of 
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conduct to be purſued, reſpecting ſuch matters as were 
to be brought before the parliament on the following 


days. Thoſe who attended ofteneſt at theſe confe- 
rences were Meſſrs. de Croiſſi, Fouquet, Dorat, Qua- 


tre-Sous, de Montenelos, the Abbe AmAot, .de Cau- 


martin, Le Fevre, La Barre, and a number of others, 


ſome of whom reſorted, alſo, on the ſame buſine s, to 


the houſe of the Sieur Coulon, where Meſſrs. Bachau- 


mont, ſon of the preſident Le Coigneux, Givry, Via- 
lard, and feveral officers of the army uſually met. | 

But the chief tranſactions of the party were carried 
on at the Coadjutor's palace, by ſome perſons of qua- 
lity, among whom was the Marquis de Noirmoutier, 
who was lately returned from the army, full of reſent- 


ment againſt the Prince of Conde, who had caſt ſome 


ſarcaſtical reflections on his conduct at the battle of 


Lens; aſſerting, that the firſt line, of which the Mar- 


quis had the command, had given way during the en- 


gagement, which was contrary to truth, as they had 


maintained their ground with the greateſt bravery: 
upon his return, he applied to the court for ſatisfaction 


for the affront which he had received, but without 
effect. | 5 | „ 


Theſe circumſtances, it may naturally be ſuppoſed, 


highly incenſed the Marquis, and induced him to en- 


ter, with alacrity, into the party of the Coadjutor, as 


did his friend the Marquis de Laigues, who (it has 


deen already mentioned) had, alſo, grounds of com- 


plaint againſt his Highneſs: and, as Noirmoutier was 


connected with the Prince of Conti and the Dutcheſs. 


de Longueville, both of whom, he knew, were much 
diſpleaſed with the Prince of Condé; the latter on ac- 


count of many injurious inſinuations which his High- 


neſs had thrown out, reſpecting her and the Prince de 


 Marſillac, he (Noirmoutier) concluded, it would be 


no difficult matter to enage them in an oppoſition to 
the Prince of Conde, and even to the court, with 
whoſe conduct, alſo, the Prince of Conti was much 
diſſatisfied, in the refuſal to admit him to a ſeat at the 
council board. 285 | 5 


The Duke de Longueville, alſo, who claimed a right 


of precedence immediately after the Princes of the 


Blood, 
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Blood, ſeeing that the Prince of Conde was rather. 
backward in ſupporting his claim, was eaſily prevail- 
ed on, by the Dutcheſs, his ſpouſe, to unite in a con- 
federacy againſt his Highneſs. The Dutcheſs enter- 
tained a great partiality for the Prince de Marſillac, 
who, on his fide, did not neglect to avail himſelf of 
that circumſtance, but paid the moſt aſſiduous atten- 
tion to her, well knowing that the aſcendency, which 
ſhe had acquired over her huſband and the Prince of 
Conti, would give her great weight with the party : 
and that, whenever the court ſhould be inclined to 
make overtures of accommodation, he might, through 
her influence, obtain for himſelf the moſt advantage- 
ous terms. A plan of operations being, at length, ſet- 
tled, Noiſi was fixed upon as the place of rendezvous, 
from whence the Prince of Conti and the Dutcheſs de 
Longueville engaged to march into Paris, in caſe the 
court ſhould, as it was already univerſally reported 
they intended, order the Prince of Condé to form the 
ſiege of that city. As the Coadjutor had, for ſome 
time paſt, conceived a violent paſſion * for the Dutch- 
eſs, this promiſe proved doubly grateful to him, both 
as it regarded the ſtate of public affairs, and as he 
hoped to derive from thence more frequent opportuni- 
ties of advancing his ſuit, and, perhaps, in the end, 
to ſupplant the Prince de Marſillac, whom he con ſider- 
ed as his rival. . | 
In the mean time, the Coadjutor urgently ſolicit- 
ed the Prince of Conde, alſo, to enter into the aſſoci- 
ation, and he has conſtantly affirmed, that his High- 
neſs had given him a poſitive promiſe of his concur- 
rence, and that two meetings were held, at the houſe 
of M. Brouſſel, at which both parties renewed their 
former engagements. But the Prince has always de- 
nied the truth of this aſſertion; and, indeed, there 
appears great reaſon to believe, that what paſſed on 
thoſe occaſions were ſuch general profeſſions, only, as 
would bear an extenſive interpretation, and from the 
obſervance of which a man may eaſily releaſe himſelf, 
whenever he thinks proper. | 5 
. It 


Some have maintained that this ſtory is a fiction. 
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It is certain, 3 that his Highneſs at this 


time, waivered much in opinion, whether he ſhould: 


follow the advice of Chatillon, who perſuaded him to 


join the party of the Frondeurs, or whether he ſhould 


adopt the counſel of the Marſhal de Grammont, who 
ſtrongly preſſed him to continue his connection with 
the court. To ſay the truth, the matter was well 
worthy of conſideration : he, at length, determined in 


favour of the court, in hopes that he ſhould command 
the cabinet and be the arbiter of the Cardinal's for- 
tune, whom he might eyen ſacrifice to the people's 


reſentment, whenever he ſhould be inclined to regain 


their affection, which he plainly perceived he was 
about to forfeit for a time. Under the influence of 


theſe expectations, his Highneſs made a tender of his 
ſervices to the Queen, not forgetting to extol his in- 
violable attachment to her Majeſty's intereſts. 
When the queen had thus ſecured the Prince of 
Conde, ſhe next turned her thoughts to the Duke of. 
Orleans, to whom ſhe ſent the Abbe de la Riviere, “ 


with inſtructions, to repreſent to him the great F< 2a 


his 


* This Abbe, who was afterwards Biſhop of Langres, at his 


death 1 100 crowns to the perſon who ſhould write his 


. epitaph : here follow two of the number which were written on. 


the occaſion, 


Monſieur de Langres is dead: and by his laſt will, 
Which you, Sir, have promis'd with faith to fulfil, 
A hundred good crowns to the verſe-making wight 
Hath given, who beſt ſhall his Epitaph write: 
Then let this inſcription his tombſtone adorn : 
Here lies a great Scoundrel, as ever wwas born! 
Now, as money is good in theſe tickliſh times, 
And the taſk is compleated ; pay me for my on 
Another. | 
„  Benezth this jock | 
are repoſed the remains of a great Perſonage, 
| deſcended trom a long line of illuſtrious anceſtors ; 
be poſſeſſed a thouſand virtues ; | 
MTs, he never deceived a human being, 
and was replete with wiſdom. - 
To this I ſhall nothing add; - 
having already written too many lies, 
for the reward of : 


a hundred crowns, 
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his intereſts would ſuffer, ſhould he permit that Prince 


to remain alone in his ſtation about the King's perſon, - 


Which would be the infallible means of throwing the 
whole management of affairs into his hands, to the to- 


tal excluſion of his Royal Highneſs, who would there- | 


by be rendered a mere cypher in the ſtate, Theſe, 
and ſeveral ſimilar arguments made great impreſſion on 
his mind, he being naturally jealous of the views and 
reputation of the Prince of Conde. 5 


Had his Royal Highneſs hearkened to the advice of | 
his real friends, or had he examined minutely into the 
ſtate of affairs, and the diſpoſition of the people, he 


would plainly have ſeen, that it was moſt for his ad- 
vantage to fide with the parliament, and that, by de- 
claring himſelf in favour of that party, he would have 
obtained the whole management of affairs, and have 


had nothing to fear, either from the court, or from the 


two great exaltation of the Prince of Conde, But all 
men have their foibles, and it is difficult to inſpire 
thoſe with vigorous reſolutions, whoſe tempers are by 
Nature timid, As the Duke, therefore, had, thro' the 


perſuaſion of the Queen's emiſſaries, given his conſent. 


to the fiege of Paris, the troops advanced for that pur- 
Poſe, from all quarters: but this was not executed 
fo ſecretly, but that the parliament and the city re- 
ceived repeated intelligence of the deſign. _ 


The parliament, therefore, met, on the feaſt of St. 


Martin, and began to deliberate on the approach of 
the. troops and the non-execution of the King's edict, 


of the 24th of October, which obliged the Duke of 


Orleans and the Prince of Conde, to repair, in all 
haſte, to the aſſembly; and the latter, on one occa- 
fion, ſpoke and acted with ſo little reſerve, (interrupt- 


ing the Preſident Viole in the midſt of his harangue, 


and making a motion with his hand, as if to intimi— 
date him,) that a general ferment aroſe among the 
members, and his Highneſs, finding that this conduct 
had produced a very different effect to what he intend- 
ed, delivered himſelf, on the next day, with much 
more temper and moderation. 'The- remembrance of 
the late inſurrection operated ſo powerfully on the 


| Cardinal's mind, that he, for ſome time, uſed every 


endeavour 


8 2 - 5 n 8 FOR 2 8 1 
r n G 
2 - 8 


5 E * * > = "1 II 2 n 4 ” 
mw? RN . . * 1 1 N - OY RI RL Ogg F 
1 W T! . ĩͤ TY 
55 e e TAPES > es Le ” n e N. 
0 =. Lo * — "Fj eel ke 2 ON e N ot 2 Sk 


cr 


, 


pect to derive any advantage to himſelf even from it's 


ſucceſs; but, on the contrary, that he ſhould, there-_ 


by, be reduced to a ſtate of dependence on the Prince 
of Conde; a ſituation which he dreaded more than any 
other: and it is highly probable that, had he been 
permitted to rule, the deſign would have been laid 


aſide; but the Queen's impetuoſity, and the infinua- 
tions of che courtiers, who ſcrupled not, openly, in 


her Majeſty's preſence, to impute his refuſal to timidi- 
ty, at length compelled him to yield to the torrent, 
and to troft the event to fortune : more eſpecially, as 
the Sieur Le Tellier poſitively affirmed, that the city 


would not hold out beyond a fortnight, and that, in 
caſe their uſual ſupply of bread, from Goneſſe, ſhould 


fail them for two or three market-days only, the citi- 
zens would throw themſelves upon her Majeſty's mercy, 
and ſubmit to whatever conditions ſhe ſhould think 


proper to grant them. | 


The court now began, in earneſt, to make prepara- 
tions for the ſiege, on the ſubject of which many con- 
ſultations were held, but they did not come to any 
deciſive reſolution for ſome time. The Prince of Conde 
and the Marſhal de la Milleraye adviſed, that the King 


ſhould take up his reſidence at the Arſenal; and that 
they ſhould ſeize upon the gates of S. Antoine, S. 
Bernard, and of the iſle of Notre Dame. Had this ad- 
vice been purſued, Paris would, doubtleſs, have been 


thrown into the utmoſt confuſion, and it would have 
8 the moſt probable means of reducing that city 


y force. But Cardinal Mazarin, who was apprehen- 


five left, if that counſel ſhould be adopted, he might 
not be able to make a ſecure retreat, in caſe of neceſ- 
fity, propoſed that the court ſhould retire from Paris 
into the country, which was agreed to. Accordingly, 


on twelfth-day 1649, at two o'clock in the morning, 
the King and Queen, accompanied by the Duke of 


Anjou and the Cardinal, the Duke of Orleans, the 


Prince of Conde, the Prince of Conti, the Marſhal de 


C 5 Vuolleroi, 


maren, > 
endeavour to diſſuade the Queen from undertaking the 
ſiege: he was, further, induced to oppoſe this enter- 
prize, by the conſideration, that, whilſt its failure 
would expoſe him to certain danger, he could not ex- 
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ta 
Villeroi, the Chancellor, the Secretaries of State, and 
ſeveral other perſons attending the court, paſſed through 


the gate of La Conference in their way to St. Ger- 
main's the inhabitants remaining totally ignorant of 


their departure till day- light. = 
As ſoon as the news of this deſertion came to the 


ears of the citizens, they immediately gathered toge- 
ther, and, without any regularity, ſeized upon the 


gates of S. Honoré, La Conference and ſeveral others, 


The parliament, alſo, inſtantly aſſembled, although it 


was a holyday, and, being informed that the court had 
left a letter, addreſſed to the Provoſt of the Merchants 
and the Sheriffs, they ſent a meſſage to thoſe magiſ- 


trates, deſiring to be informed of its contents. The 
letter was brought to them and contained, in ſubſtance, 


that the King had been compelled to retire from his 


faithful city of Paris, in order to ſhelter himſelf from 
the machinations of certain members of the parliament, 


who, after repeatedly ſetting his authority at defiance” 
and abuſing his lenity towards them, had, at length, 


carried their audacity ſo far, as to form a conſpiracy to 
ſeize his perſon, and to enter into a treaſonable corre- 
ſpondence with the enemies of the ſtate : that his ma- 


jeſty had deigned to give them (the magiſtrates) this in- 


formation, commanding them, in the moſt expreſs 
manner, to uſe all diligence in the execution of their 


office, that the tranquillity of the city might receive no 


interruption ; his Majeſty reſerving to himſelf to ac- 
quaint them with his ſurther pleaſure, as occaſion ſhould 
require. | _— ek 

Had this letter pointed out, by name, thoſe who 


were meant to be accuſed, it might, poſſibly, have pro- 


duced ſome effect: but as this circumſtance was omit- 


| ted, and as the article of the treaſonable correſpond- 
ence was univerſally known to be a mere fiction, it 
made a very ſlight impreſſion on the minds of the mem 


bers: and ſome other letters, which had been left by 


the Queen, the Duke of Orleans, and the Prince of 


Conde were treated with a like diſregard. The par- 
liament, therefore, without paying any attention to the 
abovementioned letters, ordered, that the citizens ſhould 


guard all the gates; that guard-houſes ſhould be eſ- 


tabliſhed, 
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tabliſhed, wherever the public ſecurity might require ; 
and that, in caſe of need, the entrance of the ſtreets 
ſhould be blocked up with the chains: at the ſame. 


time, alſo, they gave inſtructions to the lieutenant-ci- 


vil and the other officers of the police, to take care 
that the city was well ſupplied with proviſions, and 


to oblige the ſoldiers to quit all the towns and villa- 
ges within twenty miles of Paris ; they prohibited, 


alſo, all the neighbouring places from receiving gar-. 
riſons. D | 

A ſeparate letter was ſent to the Coadjutor, com- 
manding his attendance at St. Germain's, which in- 
junction he pretended a willingneſs to obey : but, as 


he paſſed by the new market, ſome of his partizans. 


ſtopped his coach, and conjured him not to abandon 
the city, but to continue his protection to the people 
In the preſent critical juncture :. with which he made: 
but little difficulty to comply, being fully ſatisfied that 
he ſhould be much more ſafe at Paris, than at St. Ger- 
main's, | 


On the next day, January 7, a lieutenant of the 
King's guards brought two letters de Cachet, one of. 


which was addreſſed to the King's council, the other. 
to the parliament, and delivered both of them to the 
former. They immediately went to the Palais, with 
the letter for the parliament, and acquainted the court: 
that, from the letter which was addreſſed to them- 
ſelves, it appeared to be the King's pleaſure, . that the 
_ parliament ſhould. remove to St. Germain's, * there to 
attend his Majeſty's orders. Upon this information. 
the parliament reſolved to return the letter which was 


intended for them, unopened, and to proceed to the 


conſideration of that which had been received, the day 
before, by the Provoſt of the Merchants and the She- 
riffs: they, alſo, ordered that the King's counſel ſhould: 


wait upon her Majeſty, at St, Germain's with a requeſt, . 


that ſhe would be pleaſed to acquaint the parliament. 
with the names of thoſe perfons, who had dared thus. 


to: 


* The firſt Preſident Molé, tho? leagued with the court, ſpitit⸗ 
edly obſerved, on the occaſion, that he was not the firſt Preſident ob: 
| Montargis, but of Paris. | 
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to calumniate them, that they might be proſecuted | 


with the utmoſt rigour of the law. 
The King s counſel went, in conſequence, to St. 


Germain's, but were not admiteed to an audience; her ; 
Majeſty ſnag them word, that it was too late now © 
to make propoſals, and that they ſhould not be permit- 


ted to lie at St. Germain's that night. However, as it 
was nine o'clock in the evening when they received this 
meſſage, and as they muſt have ran a manifeſt riſque 
of their lives, had they attempted to return to Paris at 
ſo late an hour, they remained where they were till the 
next day; but, to comply, as far as poflible, with her 
Majeſty's intentions, without going to bed. 

Would the Queen have granted theſe perſons an 


audience and diſmiſſed them in a /gracious manner : 


and would ſhe, inſtead of acculing the parliament in 
general, have brought a charge, no matter whether 
well or ill founded, againſt ſome of the individuals 
only, it is highly probable, that the ſubſequent union 


of the whole company would not have taken place, as 
many of the members begun to be diſpirited, and to 


dread the conſequences of a ſiege. 
But when the parliament perceived, by this haughty 
anſwer, that matters were now come to extremities, 


they, on the Sth, iflued a moſt furious edict againſt 


the Cardinal (who was, therein, charged with bein 
the ſole author of all the evils with which the kingdom 


was afflicted) enjoining him to quit the court in twen- 
ty-four hours, and the kingdom in a week, and, in 
defect of his compliance, commanding all loyal ſub- 


jects to attack him perſonally, with a ſtrict Prohibition 
againſt any one's affording him ſheletr. 

In conſequence of a ſecond letter, which the Pro- 

voſt of the Merchants and the Sheriffs had received, 


commanding them as if it were in their power ſo to 


do, to exact obedience from the parliament, another 
edict was iſſved, on the Saturday morning, for eſta- 
bliſhing a fund, to be applied to the purpoſe of levy- 


ing troops. This meaſure proved ſo ſucceſsful, Sat 


upwards of four millions {of livres] were ſubſcribed in 
a ſhort time, the parliament and the other courts hav- 
ing aſſeſſed themſelves, each at a certain quota. 


Till 


GUY or.. 37 


*Till now all thoſe counſellors, who were admitted 
at the laſt nomination, in the - miniſtry of Cardinal 
Richelieu, had derived little benefit from the poſſeſſion 
of their offices, as the prefidents never gave them 
briefs, and very ſeldom aſked their advice; which 


rendered it very difficult for them to find perſons will- 


ing to take them off their hands. The Sieur Boyle- 
fire, canon of the church of Notre Dame, who held 
one of theſe offices, judged this a fit opportunity to at- 


tempt a remedy to the Feng which himſelf 
e, therefore, pro- 


and his brethren laboured under: 
poſed that they ſhould ſubſcribe, each 15, ooo livres, 
over and above the ſum at which they were aſſeſſed as 
members of the company, on condition that they ſnould 
be ſet upon the ſame footing with the reſt of the coun- 
ſellors. This propoſal was accepted, and, the money 
being paid, all diſtinction between them and the other 


counſellors ceaſed from that time: except that, from 


the circumſtance of their number (twenty) and the ad- 


ditional ſum, (15,000 livres) which each perſon ſub- 


ſcribed, they obtained the nick-name of the Quinze- 
* | | | 


As ſoon as it was known that there was money in 


the public treaſury, many of the military officers and 


perſons of quality, made a tender of their ſervices to 
the parliament and the city. The firſt who offered 
himſelf was the Marquis de Boulaye, induced thereto, 


perhaps, by the confideration of his having a ſuit at 
that time depending before the parliament. . The Duke 


d'Elbeuf, with his ſons, quickly followed, and was 
appointed commander in chief of the King's armies, 
under the authority of the parliament : whence, he ac- 
quired ſuch great credit, that, for ſome days, he ap- 
peared to be the abſolute maſter of the city. No ſoon- 
er did he become ſenſible of his power, than he wrote 
a letter to the Queen, requeſting her Majeſty to honour 
him with her commands in the preſent conjuncture of 
affairs, which, he eaſily perceived, could not be of long 
duration. c "I 


In 


This is alluſive to an Hoſpital in Paris, entitled the Qeinze- 
Vingts, for 300 blind people. | | 
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In fact, upon the arrival of the Prince of Conti, the 
Duke de Longueville, the Prince de Marſillac, and 
the Marquis de Noirmoutier, from St. Germain's, the 


Duke d'Elbeuf's authority became inſtantly eclipſed, | 


and his command, in ſpite of all the oppoſition he 
could make, was transferred to the Prince of Conti. 
He ſtill, however, retained ſufficient power, to have 
created much diſturbance ; and it is certain, that every 
thing was ſo entirely at his diſpoſal for one whole day, 
that, had he been conſcious of his own ſtrength, and 
of the diſtruſt which every one entertained of the 


Prince of Conti, he might eaſily have driven his rival 
from the city. But the Coadjutor, who had now ac- 


quired a conſiderable degree of confidence with the 
people, declaring that his Highneſs and the Duke de 
Longueville had been ſecretly engaged in the party for 
a long time paſt, and that they had never conſented to 
the King's departure from Paris, all which was corro- 
borated by the Preſident de Novion, to whom the Co- 


adjutor had entruſted the ſecret, his Highneſs's ap- 


pointment to the chief command was ratified by the 


public voice, The Dukes d*Elbeuf and de Bouillon. 


together with the Marſhal de la Mothe-Houdancourt 
were conſtituted Lieutenants-General, with an equal 
authority, which they were to exerciſe alternately ; 
with this diſtinction only, that the Duke d'Elbeuf 


| ſhould firſt enter upon the command, and that he ſhould 


have precedence of all the other members of the coun- 
cil of war, which was daily held at the Hotel de Ville, 
where the Prince of Conti had purpoſely taken up his 


reſidence, to efface any ill impreſſions which the peo- 


ple might ſtill entertain of his fidelity. For the like 
reaſon, the Dutcheſs de Longueville, alſo, fixed her 
abode at the ſame place; which. now became of gene- 
ral reſort; and the levees, which were held there every 
night, were conſtantly attended by the gentlemen 
of the law and of the army, as alſo by the Coadjutor, 
who was influenced thereto by private as well as public 
motives. During this time, the Dutcheſs de, Longue- 
ville was brought to bed of a ſon, to whom the corpo- 
ration of Paris ftood ſponſors, giving him the name. of 


 Charles-Paris, In the mean time, the Duke de Lon- 


gueville. 


9 7 N 48 z E "> 


| 0 UY FOLIC £ 5.240 
gueville departed to his government in Normandy, 
_ Judging it would be a degradation of his rank, to accept 
of a command amongſt the other Generals. The 
Dukes de Chevreuſe, de Luines, and de Briſſac; the 
Marquiſſes de Vitri, de Foſſeuſe, and de Silleri; with 
many more of the nobility, alſo, made a tender of 


their ſervices to the parliament and city, which was 


readily accepted. . | 
The Duke of Beaufort, likewiſe, took this occaſion 
to come to Paris, where he was received with the uni- 
verſal acclamations of the people, who, in the end, 
placed no real confidence in any one, but him and the 
Coadjutor, with whom he formed a cloſe connection. 
Till now the Coadjutor had had no ſeat in the parlia- 


ment ; but this privilege was conferred on him on the 


preſent occaſion, in the abſence of the Archbiſhop of 
Paris, his uncle, the 21ſt of January 1649. 


© Hitherto, few enterprizes of any conſequence had 


been undertaken on either fide. The citizens had 
ſeized upon the Baſtille only, of which M. Brouſſel 
was appointed governor, and his ſon, the Sieur de 
Louviers, a Lieutenant in the guards, Lieutenant-Go- 
vernor, On the other hand, the Prince of Conde, who 
commanded the King's army, had made himſelf maſ- 
ter of the important poſts of S. Cloud, S. Dennis, and 
Charenton, the latter of which he, however, evacuated 
in a ſhort time afterwards. The parliament was con- 
ſtantly occupied in procuring ſupplies of proviſions, 
and in raiſing a fund for the payment of the troops; 
and various ediQs were iſſued, for the ſeizing ſuch mo- 


nies as the collectors of the revenue might have in their 


hands, as alſo all effects belonging to Cardinal Maza- 
rin or his partizans; and offering a reward, of one 
third of the produce, to all perſons making diſcoveries 

of ſuch effects. Although no great ſum. was raiſed by 


theſe methods, the troops ſtill continued to receive 


their pay: and the Coadjutor raiſed a — of ca- 
valry at his own expence, the command of which he 


gave to the Chevalier de Serrigni, his relation, and 
called it the regiment of Corinthians, from his own 


This. 


honorary title of Archbiſhop of Corinth. = 
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This circumſtance, of a Prieſt's raiſing troops, gave 


much offence to ſome, and the event proved rather unfa- 
vourable to the Coadjutor: for the Chevalier de Serrigni, 


having made a ſally with his regiment, and engaged a 


party of the enemy, was worſted by them; and this 


misfortune gave riſe to much ſarcaſm among the peo- 
ple, who termed it the firſt defeat of the Corinthi- 
5% ans.” The officers ſoon compleated their regiments, 
and ſo great was the general zeal, that the parliament's 
army, in the courſe of a few days, amounted to up- 


| Wards of 12,000 men; but they were moſtly bad troops, 


2 the cavalry, which had been raiſed in haſte 


by thoſe who kept coaches, according to the parlia- 
ments orders; and, from this incident, the Marquis 


de la Boulaye, who was General of the cavalry, ac- 
quired the nick name of General of the Portes Co- 


% heres.” * | 


Although the King's army was leſs numerous than 
that of the parliament, not amounting to more than 
ten or eleven thouſand men, yet the deficiency of num- 
ber was fully compenſated by the ſuperior goodneſs of 
the troops. An expedient for raiſing forces was pro- 
poſed to the parliament and city, by the Duke de 


Bouillon, which, had it been adopted, would have 


proved far more ſerviceable, and much leſs expenſive 
than the method which was - purſued upon the occa- - 


ſion. This expedient was, to ſend 500,000 livres to 


M. de Turenne, the Duke's brother, to be diſtributed 
by him among the German troops which he command- 
ed, thereby to engage them in the ſervice of the parlia- 


ment. M. de Turenne and moſt of the general officers 
were much inclined to accede to ſuch a propoſal ; but 
the court did not allow them time to carry their deſigns 


into execution, having ſent a ſum of money to the army 
by the Sieur d'Herlac, who found means to ſecure ſe- 
vera] of the foreign officers in the King's intereſts, par- 
ticularly Colonel Roſen, the avowed enemy of M. de 


Trenne, who, together with his friends, were there- 


upon obliged to retire from the army; which would 
1 . | not 


® Portes Cocberes Ggnifies the gates of the hotels for the admiſſion | 
of coaclles. | FT = | 


\ 
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not have happened, had the aforeſaid propoſal of the 
Duke de Bouillon been accepted. | * 


But the number of thoſe, who were corrupted by the 


court, both in the city and parliament, was ſo ſu 

rior to that of the real friends of the public, that it is 
not at all extraordinary the- latter ſhould be precluded 
from rendering any conſiderable ſervice to their un- 


try during the war. In the mean time, all ſorts of | 


diverſions went on as uſual at Paris: ſcarce a day paſſed 
which did not produce ſome ballad, reflecting on Car- 
dinal Mazarin, moſt of which were very ingenious, 
and in the manner of M. de Marigni. Scarron, alfo, 
wrote his Mazarinade at this time, and there appeared 


ſuch a number of ſcurrilous publications, in ſome of 


which even the Queen herſelf was not ſpared, that the 
parliament was at length obliged to forbid the ſale of 
them. But this injunction could not prevent the pub- 


lication of theſe libels; and the Queen was become the 


object of ſuch univerſal contempt, that the common peo- 


ple, in ſpeaking of her, never uſed any other title, than - 


that of Madam Anne,” This freedom of ſpeech 
was one of thoſe things, which contributed the moſt 
to keep up the people's reſentment againſt the court, 
and to abate their vexation at ſeeing that nothing of 
conſequence had as yet been performed by their leaders. 

However, the Duke of Beaufort now undertook to 
open the communication with Corbeil, and, for that 
purpoſe, put himſelf at the head of a numerous body 
of the citizens, who threatened to do wonders; but 


when they had reached Juviſi, intelligence was given 


them, that a detachment had marched from St. Ger- 


main's, to intercept tfiem on their return, which damp» 


ed their courage ſo much, that they haſtened back to 
Paris with all ſpeed. The Duke was more ſucceſsful 
on a ſubſequent occaſion; for having made a fally, 
with three hundred horſe, in order to facilitate the en- 
trance of a conſiderable convoy, 'which the Marquis de 


Noirmoutier, was conducting from Etampes, and which 


had been driven back by the King's troops as far as the 
village of Vitri, he (the Duke) came up with the ene- 


my at the entrance of that village, and attacked them 
ſo briſkly, that he compelled them to retire, and 
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thereby ſaved the convoy from falling into their hands. 
It has even been reported, by ſome, that he killed M. 
Nerlieu, who commanded Cardinal Mazarin's regiment, 
with his own hand; but others have aſſerted that Ner- 


lieu was killed at the diſtance of fifty paces from him. 


This day was productive of much glory to the Duke: 
not only with reſpect to the above-mentioned ſucceſs, 
but, alſo, as the citizens, when they heard he was en- 


gaged with the enemy, immediately, of their own ac- 


cord, ran to arms, and, in leſs than an hour, 30,000 
of them marched out of the city, among whom were 
even ſeveral women, carrying ſwords, halberds, ſpits, 
&c. and when he returned to the city, in the evening, 


all the ſtreets thro' which he paſſed were illuminated, 


and reſounded with repeated ſhouts of“ Long live the 
„ Duke of Beaufort !* | . 

The Marquis de Noirmoutier had conducted another 
convoy to the city, through the valley of Groſbois ; but 
this enterprize was executed with difficulty, as the 
troops which he had ſtationed, to cover the paſſage of 


the convoy, had quitted their poſts to attack ſome ſqua- 


drons of the enemy. On this occaſion the Marquis de 
dilleri was taken priſoner, and the Prince de Marſillac, 
together with the Count de Roian, were dangerouſly 
wounded, wh 7 = 
Another convoy arrived, ſoon afterwards, which was 
ſo nunierous, that the waggons continued paſling into 
the city for the ſpace of two days and nights, without 
intermiſſion. On this account, an almoſt general ſally 
was made, from the gates of S. Dennis and 8. Martin, 
and the Marquis de Noirmoutier, who had the chief 
management of this convoy alſo, advanced as far as 
Dammartin, as did alſo the Marquis de la Motte to 
Goneſle : but the whole was conducted very badly. 
The Marquis de la Boulaye, alſo; at different times, 


eſcorted ſome ſmall convoys to the city; and, although 


he. was not held in much eſtimation by the army, he 


had acquired a conſiderable degree of favour with the 


people. 5 1 3 | 
At length, the Generals determined to cncamp the 
greateſt part of the troops at Villejuif, and to canton 


the reſt in the adjacent villages: placing a ſtrong wy 
| 0 


GUY-JOLL — 
of them in the neighbourhood of the gate a PAnglois 


for the ſecurity of a bridge of boats, which had been 
thrown acroſs the Seine. N | 


Theſe were the chief exploits, performed by the par- 
liament's troops, during the Siege: and thoſe of the 


King's army were little more material. After the 


Prince of Conde had taken Lagni and Brie-Comte Ro- 
bert, he attacked Charenton, which was ftrongly gar- 
riſoned, it being, a poſt of the utmoſt importance to 
the city, whoſe ſubſiſtence depended, in a great mea- 


ſure, on their keeping poſſeſſion of it. The Marquis 


de Clanleu, who commanded the place, rejecting all 
offers of quarter, was killed, together with many other 
officers of note: and ſcarcely any of the ſurvivors eſcaped 


ſon of the Marſhal de la Force, who after behav- 


ment, ſaved himſelf on ſome floating ice, on which 
he arrived at Paris. The aſſailants, alſo, loſt a con- 


ſiderable number of men: amongſt whom was the Duke 
de Chatillon, who was killed by a cannon-ſhot, and 


whoſe death was much lamented by all parties. 
*Tis true that the Parifian Generals marched out to 


the relief of the place; but the Prince of Conde had 
poſted his army, conſiſting of ſeven or eight thouſand . 


men only, ſo advantageouſly, -that they did not chuſe 
to hazard an engagement, with their new troops, the 
Coadjutor, alone, being of a contrary opinion ; who 
appeared, on this occaſion, with piſtols at his ſaddle- 
bow and other warlike accoutrements, to ſhew that the 
character of a gallant man was not at all incompatible 
with that of a prieſt. . 1 


The loſs of Charenton, although it was evacuated 
two days afterwards, threw the party into great con- 


ſternation, and contributed not a little, to create in 


the parliament an inclination for peace. Thoſe who 


were in the court intereſt now aſſumed freſh vigour, as 
appeared from an intercepted letter, from the Biſhop of 


Dole, to Cardinal Mazarin, containing an ample de- 
tail of the ſtate of affairs. In this letter it was mention- 


ed, that the Biſhop of Glandeve, who was the Queen's 
confeſſor, and was formerly known by the name of 
5 : Father 


being made priſoners, except the Marquis de Coignac, 
gran 
ing in the moſt gallant manner at the head of his regi- 
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Father Faure, together with M. Delaune, a Counſellor 


of the Chatalet, were afliduous in their endeavours to 


ſerve the court; that the parliament was willing to ac- | 


cept of a peace on any terms, and that the Generals of 


the army, alſo, were well diſpoſed to the meaſure. In 


conſequence of this diſcovery, the parliament ſet a 
guard over the Biſhop of Dole ; but excuſed the Biſhop 
of Glandeve therefrom, on account of his reſiding in 


the convent of the Cordeliers, of which fraternity he 


was a member. Orders were alſo iſſued for ſeizing M. 


Delaune, but he, having received timely information 
of the deſign, eſcaped to St. Germain's. Several other 


letters were, alſo, intercepted, which, though they had 
no ſignature, were known to come from ſome of the 
officers of the parliament. This buſineſs made a great 


noiſe at firſt, but was finally huſhed up: the affair alſo 
of the Chevalier de la Valette,. a natural ſon of the 


Duke d'Eſpernon, who was apprehended in the act of 
ſcattering inflammatory hand bills about the ſtreets, 


during the night, was ſuffered to ſubſide in the ſame 


negligent manner, 


Some few days before, the court de ending on the 
intelligence which had been received from its emiſſa- 


ries at Paris, had ſent a herald at arms, with letters 


for the parliament, the Prince of Conti and the Pro- 


voſt of the Merchants and the Sheriffs. When the He- 


rald arrived at the gate of S. Honore he ſounded his 


trumpet ; and the officer * on guard, before he would 
permit him to enter the city, ſent notice of his arrival 
to the parliament. After many debates, it was at 


length determined, neither to grant the herald a hear- 


Ing, nor to receive the letters, but to ſend the King's 
Council to St Germain's, to acquaint the Queen, that 
their refuſal aroſe ſolely from the reſpe& they bore her 
| | | | | 5 Majeſty; 
This officer was the ſon of the Preſident de Maiſons, and a 
Counſellor of the Parliament. At the Herald's approach, he refuſed 


him entrance: the Herald laid down the letters at one of the city - 


gates. The officer went himſelf to give information to the parlia- 
ment. I have heard Cardinal de Retz and my father ſay, that the 
arguments, on this occaſion, were the moſt eloquent they had ever 


heard, and that the ſincere reſpect, which all parties demonſtrated 


for his Majeſty, plainly evinced, that the Carcinal was the ſole object 
of their reſentment, = 


Sur yotr A 
Majeſty ; that they humbly conceived that heralds were 


never ſent but to ſovereign princes and to enemies ; and 
that, as they utterly diſclaimed the latter title, they be- 
ſeeched her Majeſty to inform them of her will from 
her own mouth ; giving her, at the ſame time, the 
| ſtrongeſt aſſurances of their loyalty and affection to the 

King. 0 „ | 
This was preciſely what the court wanted, as an 
opening to a negociation, which they had long ſought 
ineffectually; and there is ſome reaſon to believe, that 
the whole tranſaction had been concerted, between the 
court and its agents in the parliament, to anſwer the 
above mentioned purpoſe, The Queen profited alſo 
of the occaſion, and ſent a meſſage to the King's Coun- 
cil, upon their arrival at St. Germain's, that ſhe was 
well pleaſed with the aſſurances which the parliament 
had given her of their loyalty, but that ſhe wiſhed to 
ſee ſome proofs of it; after which they. might depend 
on receiving from her the moſt convincing marks of 
her good intentions towards all perſons without excep- 
tion, | | 
In conſequence of this gracious anſwer, the Parlia- 
ment adopted a conduct, which proved highly ſatis- 
factory to the court. The arrival of another herald, “ 
whom the Arch-duke, Governor of the Low Countries, 
ſent at this time, with letters for the parliament, con- 
tributed, alſo, not a little to produce this change; as 
the court emiſſaries dexteroufly availed themſelves of 
this circumſtance, to ſhew that there were perſons who 
carried on a dangerous and treaſonable correſpondence 
with the Spaniards. In fact, this envoy had remained 
concealed in Paris for upwards of a fortnight ; during 
which time, ſome of the members, among whom the 
Preſident de Believre and M. Longueil were chiefly ſuſ- 
pected, were employed in drawing up forged creden- 
e . | 1 


The Arch - duke never ſent any herald; and the truth is, that the 
whole was a ſcheme, concerted between the Marquis de Laigues and 
the Dutcheſs de Chevreuſe, to throw an odium on Cardinal Mazarin, 

dy propoſing a general peace. The uniform which the Herald wore, 


and which was the fame as the Arc-duke's, was made for the pur- 
pole, at Paris. CES 
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tials, which he was to produce, as authentic, to the 
parliament. Ws * 

Be that as it may; when this man demanded an au- 
dience of the parliament, a great debate aroſe, whether 
it ſhould be granted him: it was, at length, carried in 
the affirmative, and, after exhibiting his credentials, 


he was admitted to a ſeat in the aſſembly. He went 


by the name of Don Joſeph Illeſcas Arnolphini, a man 
of no great note, but of good parts. The Dutcheſs de 
Chevreuſe, who was then at Bruxelles, had pitched 
upon him for the purpoſe, and had inſtructed him to 


confer chiefly with the Coadjutor, and thoſe of the 


party in whom ſhe 8 moſt confidence. In his 
harangue to the parliament, he obſerved, that he could 


not doubt of a welcome reception, as he brought with 


him propoſals for a pun pacification ; an event ſo 
earneſtly wiſhed for by all the chriſtian world ; that 


Cardinal Mazarin had refuſed to coincide in that mea- 
ſure, at the congreſs at Munſter, although the terms 
offered were very advantageous to France; but that, 


ſince the King's departure from Paris, he (the Cardi- 
nal) had propoſed other articles, very favourable to 
Spain, that he might be in a condition to chaſtize the 
rebels and to reduce the city to reaſon; that his Catho- 
lic Majeſty had judged it neither ſafe nor honourable 
to accept of ſuch propoſitions, from a man who had 
been declared an enemy to the ſtate, by the parliament, 
where all treaties muſt be ratified, in order to acquire 
validity ; that his royal maſter had, therefore, ſent him, 

with inſtructions to acquaint the parliament, that he 
willingly ſubmitted it to them to appoint any place, 


even Paris itſelf, where he might ſend plenipotentiaries, 


to treat with a deputation from their body, on the 


terms of a peace between the two crowns ; and that he 
was impowered to offer to the parliament, in the mean 
time, the entire diſpoſal of his maſter's troops, to be 


commanded, if they. ſhould think proper, by French 
officers ; furthermore declaring that, in caſe the par- 
liament ſhould have no occafion for the ſervice of thoſe 
troops, they ſhould remain in total inaction, on the 
frontiers, during the whole time of the congreſs, _ 

| 5 | Thi 
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This ſpeech, and the report of the King's council, 
of what had paſſed at St. Germain's, by which it was 


ſucceeded, occaſioned a conſultation ; wherein it was 
decided, that a certain number of their body ſhould be 


deputed to St. Germain's, to return her Majeſty thanks 


for the favourable reception ſhe had granted to the 


King's council; to requeſt that ſhe would be pleaſed to 


order the blockade of the city to be raiſed; and to de- 


liver to her Majeſty. a copy * the Arch-duke's letter ; ; 


acquainting her, at the =—_ e time, with the purport 


of the envoy's ſpeech, on The ie ſubject of which they had 
refrained from deliberating, till her Majeſty ſhould 


make known to them her pleaſure, with which they 


ſhould be ever ready to comply, and to approve them- 


ſelves faithful ſubjects to the King. 


A deputation was therefore ſent to St. Germain' 8 
conſiſting of the firſt Preſident, the Preſident de Meſmes, 
and a certain number of members from each of the 
courts; and it was agreed, by both parties, to ſend 


commiſſioners to Ruel, who ſhould be inveſted with 


full powers to conclude an accommodation; and her 
Majeſty engaged that, as ſoon as the parliament ſhould 
ratify this agreement, the communications ſhould be 
opened for the free introduction of proviſions. 

This agreement was readily confirmed by the parlia- 


ment, as the court partizans were very aſſiduous in 


their endeavours to diſguſt the people againſt the war, 
by daily propoſing new taxes for its ſupport, and by 


every other art which they could deviſe. The Fron- 


deurs, on their ſide, confidently reported, that the 


Duke de Longueville was in full march, to the relief 


of the city, with an army of ten or twelve thouſand 
men: but, as the report was never verified, their an- 
tagoniſts made uſe of the circumſtance as an argument 
of the weakneſs of the party, and to dien its adhe- 


rents. 


The people, however, till manifeſted a ſtrong diſ- 
inclination to pacific meaſures: but certain articles 
were now agreed to, by the deputies who had been 
ſent to negotiate at Ruel, which were tranſmitted to 
Paris, for the approbation of the parliament. Many 
objections were raiſed to theſe articles: particularly 


that | 
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; — 


that the article concerning the parliament of Rouen was 
very defective; and that Cardinal Mazarin had been 
permitted to affix his ſignature to the propoſitions. 
Theſe circumſtances created ſo much diſcontent among 
the people, that, when the deputies, at their return 
from Ruel, went to the parliament, to make their re- 


port, a great mob aſſembled at the Palais, and inſiſted 


that the Cardinal's ſignature ſhould be delivered up to 
them, that it might be burnt, by the hands of the 


common hangman; threatening, alſo, to ſacrifice the 
deputies to their reſentment: and it was with great 
difficulty that the Duke of Beaufort, at length, pacified 


them. | 3] 
Another conſultation was, therefore, entered on, 
though ſtrongly oppoſed by the firſt Preſident and the 


Preſident de Meſmes, which ended with a reſolution, 


to ſend the deputies again to Ruel, with freſh inſtruQi- 
ons, relative to the demands of the general officers, 
who, alſo, deputed ſome members of their own body, 
with ſtrict orders not to ſuffer the treaty to be ſigned by 


Cardinal Mazarin. 5 


At the breaking up of this conference, which had 
continued from morning till night, the Coadjutor and 
the Duke of Beaufort were obliged to accompany the 
firſt Preſident, in order to protect him from the fury of 


the populace. A Lettre de Cachet, concerning the 
affair of the generals, which was ſent juſt at this time, 
only ſerved to encreaſe the ferment, and to produce 


further demands from the parliament, for an altera- 
tion in the article reſpecting the Paulette, and ſome 


others. ; 


In. the mean time, as the generals had ſent the Duke 
de Briflac and the Count de Maure, as their agents, to 
Ruel, and had, apparently, reduced all their demands 
to the ſingle point of the Cardinal's removal, the par- 
liament's deputies were inſtructed to inſiſt particularly 
upon that article; and, had the generals been as much 
in earneſt as they ſeemed to be, they would, doubtleſs, 
have obtained this demand. This conjecture is the 
more probable, as the Arch-duke, to whom the Mar- 
quiſſes de Noirmoutier and de Laigues had been ſent, 
by the Frondeurs, had at length marched into eee 

| with 


GUY JOLL „ 
with the Spaniſh army; and had written to the Prince 
of Conti, that, notwithſtanding. he had taken this ſtep, 
he was ſtill ready to liſten to propofals for a general 
peace, and that he would ſtop his march whenever de- 
puties ſhould be appointed for that purpoſe. This 
jetter was laid before the parliament, who ordered that 
her Majeſty ſhould be made acquainted with its con- 
tents, and there the whole affair reſted, If the Spa- 
niards had adopted this conduct ſooner, they would cer- 
7 tainly have reaped great advantages from it: but, in 
43 the preſent ſtate of affairs, it only ſerved to haſten an 
accommodation between the court and the parliament, 

both parties being heartily tired of the war. 


, In ſhort, the court, having ſucceeded in its attempts 
. to ſow diffention in the parliament, now put in practice 
, every art to feduce ſome of the generals alſo. With 
5 this deſign, a private negotiation was opened, with 
» ſome of the leaders, and the following terms were at 
, length agreed to: that the Prince of Conti ſhould have 
)J | Aa eat in the privy council, and a government; that 
| the Duke de Longueville ſhould be nominated to the 
d government of Pont-de-PArche; that the Duke d'Elbeuf 
d ſhould have a ſum of money and a valuable grant of 
+ lands in Normandy ; that the Duke de Bouillon ſhould 


receive full ſatisfaction in all his claims; and that the 
_ Prince de Marfillae ſhould be created a Duke and Peer; 
which laſt article greatly contributed to effect a re- 
conciliation between the Ducheſs de. Longueville and 
3 the Prince of Conde. All obſtacles to a general ac- 
commoadation were now removed, and the deputies re- 
turned from St. Germain's, with an edict, which was 
regiſtred on the firſt of April 1649, by which his Ma- 
jeſty granted a general amneſty to all perſons concerned . 
ds WW in the late proceedings, and to the marquiſſes de Noir- 
| moutier and de Laigues, with the Counts de Fieſque, 
ly Saint Ibal, la Sauvetat and la Boulaye, by name. This 
edit made not the leaſt mention of Cardinal Mazarin, 


ſs, who ſtill remained, as he actually was, maſter of every 
he thing, and in a condition to revenge himiclf, when-. 
ar- ever he pleaſed, of the Coadjutor and the Duke of 
wg Beaufort, who had always appeared the moſt zealous 
C 5 


8 and diſintereſted perſons of the whole party. 
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As neither party derived from the peace all thoſe 


advantages which they had promiſed themſelves, it 


brought with- it, indeed, a ſuſpenſion of arms, but 
intrigues and cabals were continued, on both ſides, 
with as much earneſtneſs, as before. The Frondeurs 
but ill brooked Cardinal Mazarin's remaining in 
power, and, as they dreaded his reſentment, they 


moſt aſſid uouſly cheriſhed the public animoſity. On 


the other hand, the Cardinal uſed every endeavour, 
to re-eſtabliſh his credit, truſting to time, to furniſh 
him with opportunities of vengeance : but what diſ- 
quieted him moſt was, the great authority which the 
Prince of Conde had aſſumed, during the war, . of 
which he much feared the conſequences. His High- 


_ neſs, being very unwilling to relinquiſh the ſuperiority 


which he had acquired, inſiſted that he was entitled 


to it, both by his rank and ſervices; and, although 


he had no intention totally to deſtroy the Cardinal's 


power, he determined to reduce him to a ſtate of de- 


endance and ſubmiſſion. Moreover, as he expected 
that ſome of his deſigns would meet with oppoſition 


from the Frondeurs, he above all things ſought to ruin 


che party entirely, or, at leaſt, to humble them, and to 
deprive them of the public favour, which they now en- 
joyed without any competi tors. 
With ſo great a variety of claſhing intereſts, it could 

ſcarcely be expected, that the different parties ſhould 
agree very well together: accordingly, they often 
thwarted and broke each others meaſures, and, ſome. 
times, even without deſign, The Duke de Candale's 


arrival at Paris was one of the firſt incidents which 


' ſerved to revive the popular reſentment, as it was the 


opinion moſt commonly received, that the court had 
ſent for him purpoſely to affront the Duke of Beaufort, 
that it might be ſeen what effect that circumſtance 
would have upon the people. Some, however, were of 
4 contrary opinion, and maintained that the Duke de 
Candale's coming to Paris, at this time, was not the re- 


' ſult of ai » preconcerted ſcheme between the court and 


him. Be that as it will: this nobleman, walking with 
ſome of his friends one evening in the Thuilleries, ut- 


| tered aloud ſome ſarcaſtical expreſſions, reſpecting the 


liberty, | 
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| liberty, which, he obſerved, then reigned in the ftreets 


of Paris; at the ſame time, turning into ridicule cer- 


| tain tranſactions of the war: from all which, though 


he mentioned no names, it was plain enough to be 

underſtood, that the Duke of Beaufort was the perſon 

dim | 
Intelligence of this affair was quickly communicated 


to the Duke of Beaufort and his friends, who, having 
learnt that the Duke of Candale was to ſup, in a few 
days, at Renards's garden, at the end of the Thuille- 
ries, * determined to go there at the time, and to re- 


taliate the inſult. This project was accordingly ex- 
ecuted. The Duke of Beaufort, arriving at the ſpot 
where the Duke of Candale was at ſupper, told him, in 


a jeſting manner, that, preſuming on the freedom 
which then reigned in Paris, he was come to make 
merry with him. The raillery gave offence ; and pro- 


duced a harſh reply: and the Duke of Beaufort, who 
waited only for this, laid hold of the table-cloth and 
threw every thing on the table to the ground. The 
Duke of Candale attempted to draw his ſword, but was 
prevented by his friends, who plainly ſaw that his an- 


tagoniſt's party would be an overmatch for. them, 
However, on the next day, the Duke de Candale quit- 
ted Paris, with an intention of ſending a challenge to 
the Duke of Beaufort: but the court interfered, and 
prevented any further conſequences. This affair made 


made much noiſe in Paris for ſeveral days, and the 
. | mm e 
* This Renard was, firſt, a footman and afterwards Valet de 


Chambre to the Biſhop of Beauvais. As he had, through his 
maſter, free admittance to the Louvre, he made it a rule to preſent 


a noſegay, every morning, to the Queen, who was very fond of 


flowers. Theſe little preſents were well received, and Renard, in 
conſequence, obtained ſome favours from her Majeſty. Amongft 


the reſt, a ſpot of ground in the Thuilleries [gardens] was granted 


him, on which he built a houſe and fitted it up ſo elegantly, that it 


became the reſort of the chief nobility, * Frequent parties of plea- 


ſure were held here; and, ſometimes, even conferences on the ſtate 


of public affairs, Renard cauſed his picture to be drawn; in which 


he was repreſented as a youth, preſenting flowers to fortune, to 
render the goddeſs propitious. Fortune extends her hand, to re- 


ceive the noſegay, and, with a ſmiling aſpect, pours a ſhower of 
gold into the youth's boſom, 
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people manifeſted a firm reſolution to ſupport the Tong | 


of Beaufort's quarrel againſt all oppoſers. 


Another incident, which happened, juſt at this time, 


eiten to create freſh diſturbances. A boat was 
ſent from, the Arſenal, loaded with bombs and grana- 


does ; but, in paſſing down the river, it was ſtopped, 
near the Pont-rouge, and pillaged ; the people declar- 
ing, as a reaſon for their conduct, that the boat was 


_ defigned for St. Germain's, and that a deſign was form- 


ed to beſiege the city a ſecond time. 
The Duke of Beaufort being taken ill juſt at this 


time, ſome perſons did not ſcruple to aſſert chat he had 


been poiſoned. The people came in crouds, at every 
hour of the day, to the Hotel de Vendome to enquire 
after his health; and, although his ditorder was very 
flight, the Frondeurs reported that his life was 1n great 


danger. In the mean time, orders were given to his 


attendants, to admit « number of thoſe who came, into 


his chamber; ſeveral of whom, upon their entrance, 
ſeeing him in bed, threw themſelves upon their knees, 


and, with tears ſtreaming from their eyes, offered up 


| their moſt ſervent prayers for his recovery, ſtiling him 


their father and their deliverer. 
Cardinal Mazarin was fully convinced, from the pre- 


ceding circumſtances, and from the hatred which the 


people ſtill manifeſted towards him in their diſcourſe, 


that Paris was not, as yet, ſufficiently ſafe for him; 


he was, therefore, very unwilling to return to that 
city ; though the. Queen urgently preſſed him thereto, 
and the Prince of Conde pledged himſelf to conduct 
him thither in perfect ſecurity. It has even been ſaid 
that, (o juſtify this unwillingneſs, and to ſhew that his 
fears were not void of foundation, he ſent a waggon, 
with his arms upon it, which, upon its entrance into 
the city, was immediately pillaged, by ſome perſons 


| hired for the purpoſe. In order to give time for the 
| ferment to ſubſide, the Court removed from St. Ger- 


main's to Compeigne, all but the Prince of Condé, 
who went to Paris. Upon his Highneſs's arrival, the 
parliament ſent a deputation from their body, expreſsly 
to compliment him: but their conduct therein gave 


great vitence to the people, who, looked upon his * 
neſs 


nefs as the chief author of their+troubles ; infomuch, 
that, had he ſtaid mach longer in the city, his ſafety 
muſt have proved very precarious: but he ſoon retired 
from thence into Burgundy, and thus left Cardinal 
Mazarin alone with their Majeſties, heartily rejoiced 


at being freed from a rival, whoſe preſence had given 


1 


him ſo much uneaſineſss. 5 
The Pariſians, alſo, felt great ſatisfaction from his 


Highneſs's departure, as they teſtified, on occaſion of 


an affair, which happened ſoon afterwards, and which 


made much noiſe in the city. One Beautou, an Ad- 


vocate of the Privy Council, was taken into cuſtody, 


upon a charge of being the author of a performance, 


entitled, Remarks on the conduct of the parliament, 


„ in ſending a deputation to the Prince of Conde :?? 
the court was very zealous: in its endeavours to pro- 
cure the Prince juſtice in this buſineſs, and neglect. 


ed nothing to bring this innocent man to puniſh- 
ment, 5 | e 
The tendency of tbis publication was, to ſnew that 
the parliament had acted wrong upon the occaſion: 
firſt, as that court had never, before, paid a like com- 
pliment to any perſon, but his Majeſty and the Duke 
of Orleans; and, ſecondly, that as his Highneſs had 
been the chief inſtigator of the ſiege, and ſtill afforded 


his protection to the Cardinal; his return was no 


ſubject for joy to them: and then, addreſſing the 
Prince himſelf, the author “ foretels, that he will fall 
a victim to that miniſter whom he now ſupports, who 


will throw him into priſon ; his deliverance from 


which he will, at length, owe to the generoſity of 
thoſe, whom he had cauſeleſsly perſecuted : which 
prediction was fully verified in the end. 
Had the Prince beſtowed that ſerious conſideration 
on the prediction which it merited, he would not, 
perhaps, have carried his reſentment to ſo great a 


height; and he would have perceived, that the con- 


duct of the court, throughout this whole affair, tended 
ſolely to turn the current of the people's vengeance 


againſt him, Indeed, his vehemence ſerved only to 
: 5 produce 


»The real author was M. Portail, a Counſellor of the Par- 
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produce other writings on the ſubject, ſtill more offen- 


five, under pretext of vindicating M. Beautou, who, 
after narrowly eſcaping being condemned to death, by 
the ſentence of the Chatelet, was, as length, acquitted 
of the charge by the parliament. M. Beautou was 


chiefly indebted, for the happy termination of this 


affair to the Sieur Joli, f a Counſellor of the Chatelet, 
who now firſt began to attract the public notice, and, 
by engaging ſome of the judges to join with him, in 


oppoſing the evil intentions of the reſt of their brethren, 
who were devoted to the court, ſaved the priſoner from 


that fate, which muſt otherwiſe inevitably have attend- 
ed him, M. ſoli, from a. principle of pure generoſity, 
undertook the defence of this man with ſo much zeal, 


that he frequently went to him in priſon, to inſtruct 


him in the conduct he ſhould purſue when brought to 


an examination: but the unhappy man's reaſon was ſo 
much diſturbed by the accident, that, inſtead of pro- 


fiting by the advice given him, his own anſwers, when 
before the judges, had nearly proved his ruin. Till 
now, a ſtrict intimacy had ſubſiſted between M. Joli 
and M. d' Aubrai, the lieutenant-civil: but on this 
occaſion, the connection between them was diſſolved, 


and they even proceeded ſo far, as to uſe very harſh 


language to each other. 


d 
o 


Another incident, of a ſimilar kind, happened alſo 


much about this time. One Marlot, having printed a 


very obſcene and libellous performance, highly re- 
flecting on the Queen, entitled [la Cuſtode] * the 
Guardian,“ was condemned to be hanged for the of- 
fence : but, as he was leading to execution, a num 
ber of Bookſellers and Printers? boys, and other per- 
ſons aſſembled, attacking the officers of juſtice with 
ſtones, reſcued the priſoner out of their hands: ſeveral 
of the officers were wounded ; as was, alſo, M. Grant, 
the lieutenant-criminal, who commanded them, and 
who made good his retreat with ſome difficulty, after 
being pretty ſeverely beaten by the mob. 43's, 
All theſe circumitances greatly ſurprized the court; 


and Cardinal Mazarin would, fr:m thence, have de- 


duced. 


8 


+ The Author of theſe Memoirs. 
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duced an argument, for the King's delaying his re- 
turn to Paris: but he was 2 to underſtand, that a 


longer abſence might produce incidents of ſtill more 
dangerous conſequences than the preceding, and 
which might render the return of the court im- 
practicable when it ſhould be moſt requiſite: he 
was informed, alſo, that it was neceſſary to accuſtom 
the people to the King's preſence amongſt them; 
that there was no method ſo proper to check their 
impetuoſity, and, finally, that it would be good 
policy to give a nearer ſupport, to thoſe who were 
well- affected and wiſhed to ſee an end to thoſe diſ- 
turbances. E 1 RSS OS: | 

Induced by theſe ſuggeſtions, the Cardinal, at 
length, determined to return to Paris, after taking 


all poflible care to guard againſt the ill-will of the 


people. His firſt precaution was, to apply to the 


. Dutcheſs de Montbazon, who had an unlimited in- 
* fluence over the Duke of Beaufort, to engage the 
Duke not to oppoſe his return, which, by dint of 


promiſes, he obtained. He would fain have pre- 
vailed on the Duke to go to the court, at Compeigne ; 
but could not ſucceed, The Coadjutor was leſs ſcru- 
pulous, and, with very little difficulty, conſented to 
go to Compeigne, although many of his friends en- 


deavoured to diſſuade him from it, as a meaſure which 


might prejudice him in the opinion of the people; 
but he rejected their advice, fancying that, to ſatisfy 


the public, he need only declare, on his return, that 


he went ſolely to pay his reſpects to the King and 


Queen, and that he had no interview with the Car- 


dinal. The truth is, however, that he had a con- 


ference with his eminency, during the night, which 


laſted upwards of three hours. . 


The next ſtep was to ſecure the different companies 
of tradeſmen, by means of the lieutenant- civil, the 
provoſt of the merchants, and others; and there were 
even perſons employed to diſtribute money and liquor 
among the boat- men. M de Longueil, a counſellor of 
the parliament, was alſo employed by the court on this 
occaſion, and a promiſe was made him of the office of 


ſuperintendent 


2 ——— es oe. 
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ſuperintendant of the finances, for his brother, the 
phbeſident de Maiſons. as 
Cardinal Mazarin | judged, alſo, that the under- 
taking ſome enterprize of conſequence. might tend to 
reſtore his credit. For this reaſon, the Count d*Har- 
court was ſent to beſi ge Cambrai, and the Car- 
dinal himſelf went there, and diſtributed preſents, 
of twords, perfumes, gloves, &c. amongſt the officers. 
But all this parade ſerved only to ſubject him to the 
public ridicule, more eſpecially as the fiege was after- 
wards raiſed : ſo that it was now determined, that the 
court ſhould return without any further delay: a mea- 
. ſure which, although every day's experience proved it 
to be ſtill more neceſſary, the Cardinal would never 
have conſented to, had not the Prince of Conde pledged 
himſelf for his perſonal ſafety, - 
In the month of Auguſt 1649 the court, therefore, 
returned to Paris. Cardinal Mazarin fat in the coach 
with his Majeſty, and the Prince of Conde rode by the 
fide of it, in order to protect the Cardinal from any 
inſults which might be offered him by the people. Up- 
on occaſion of this event, the whole court, being 
magnificently habited, went in proceſſion, on the feaſt 
of St.-Louis, from the Palais Royal to the Jeſuits 
church, in the ſtreet S. Antoine; his eminency rid- 
Ing, as on the former day, in the King's coach, and 
the prince of Conde, on horſeback, by the ſide of it. 
But all this pomp was ineffectual to reſtrain the people 
from murmuring; and ſo manifeſt was their diſplea- 
ſare, that the Cardinal was well-nigh having great 
cauſe to repent of his raſhneſs, in truſting himſelf 
amongſt them. VVV 5 
In a ſhort time, his eminency had ſtill further 
rounds for uneaſineſs, from the threats of the Prince 
of Conde, to unite with the Frondeurs in his deſtruc- 
tion, becauſe he had refuſed to perform the engagement 
entered into with the Duke de Longueville, reſpecting 
the government of Pont- de- l' Arche. Altho' his High- 
neſs made this the oſtenſible cauſe of his complaint 
againſt the Cardinal, yet he had ſome other, more 
eſſential and perſonal reaſons for his diſſatisfaction, 
which, however, from the nature of them, he could 
| not 


J 
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not avow. He was not well pleaſed with the Cardinal's 

deſign, of forming an alliance with the houſe of Ven- 
dome, by marrying one of his nieces to M. de Mercæur: 
he was juſtly irritated by the duplicity of the Cardinal's 

conduct, with reſpect to the Principality of Montbeil- 
lard ; which he had given his Highneſs reaſon to expect, 

that the King would treat for in his favour, ſending, 
alſo, M. Hervart, apparently to negotiate the affair; 
but, at the ſame time, ſecretly inſtructing him not to 
come to any determination. In ſhort, every day's ex- 
perience evinced to him, that the miniſter ſecretly coun- 
ter-worked all his deſigns, whilſt he affected, publicly, 
to pay him the utmoſt attention. 

On the other hand, the Cardinal thought he had 
equal reaſon to complain of the Prince. His eminency 
could not brook ſome pray expreſhons which the 

Prince had uſed, reſpecting his nieces, ſaying, that 
they were not fit e e for perſons of honourable de- 
ſcent; and adding that if the Cardinal offended him, 
he would oblige Champfleuri, the captain of his emi- 

nency's guards, to drag his maſter by the beard, to the 

Hotel de Conde: he was very ſuſpicious, alſo, that his 
Highneſs had ſecretly abetted Jerſay in the ridiculous 
declaration of love, which he had had the temerity to 
make to the Queen ; and 'tis certain that Jerſay was 
protected by him, although he had been baniſhed from 

the court for that offence: nor did his ſuſpicions on this 
ſubject end here: for he conceived, as did many others, 
alſo, who were accuſtomed to examine more minutely 
into affairs, that the Prince's motive in counſelling 

Jerſay to this attempt was, thereby, to procure the 
Cardinal's removal, and to fix himſelf in his place. 
Each party had other motives to his conduct, than thoſe 
here ſpecified ; all ariſing from a deſire, in the one, to 
retain his authority, and in the other, to ſupplant him 
in it. However, the ſole matter in contention, which 
appeared to the public, was the affair of the Pont-de- 
PArche, reſpecting which the Cardinal gave himſelf 
very little concern; all his apprehenſions being now 
nearly diſpelled: to verify that proverb of his own 


nation fea il pericolo, ſe vien gabbato 1] ſanto] 
* the 
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the danger being at an end, health returns and cures 


_ treachery, they neglected nothing which might render 


the former apprehenſions. | 9 <7 | 
This diſagreement aroſe, at length, to ſo great a 
height, that the Prince of Condé went ſeveral times 
ſucceſſively to the Coadjutor's palace, as if to concert 
meaſures with him and the-Frondeurs, againſt the Car- 
dinal. Even the Duke of Orleans appeared to have 


united with his Highneſs ; inſomuch that thofe two 


Princes were obſerved one evening, at a ſupper at the 
Palais Royal, to be on the moſt familiar footing, divert- 


Ing themſelves with throwing oranges at each other ; 


and on this occaſion, it was particularly noted, that 
the Prince of Conde, in drinking to the Cardinal's 
health, added, a la Riviere,” [literally, © to the 
River”] and this in a tone, which made it doubtful 
whether he meant to drink, to the health of the Abbe 
de la Riviere, alſo, who was preſent at the time; or 
whether he intended to inſinuate, by thoſe words, that 
the Cardinal ought to be thrown into the river ; it has 
likewiſe been aſſerted that, on the next day, thoſe | 
Princes, in conjunction, ſent a letter to the Cardinal, 
Mich was ſuperſcrib'd, a Villuſtriflimo Signor Facquino 
[** to the moſt illuſtrious Lord Scoundrel.”] 

In this fituation of affairs, the Coadjuter, the Duke 
of Beaufort and the other leaders among the Frondeurs, 
ſent notices to all their friends, to hold themſelves in 
readineſs againſt any ſudden emergency. But the dif- 
ferences between the Prince of Conde and the Cardinal 
were ſuddenly adjuſted: the latter having given the 
Prince full ſatisfaction on the affair of Pont-de-P Arche 
and promiſed to him and his friends every advantage 


which it ſhould lay in his power to procure. Ihe 


Prince, on his part, engaged, to ſupport the Cardinal 


with all his intereſt, and to hold no further connection 


whatever with the Frondeurs, whom he now again 
hated more than ever, eſpecially as he clearly perceived 
that he had offended them. 5 TRE 

This accommodation highly irritated the Frondeurs, 
who loudly complained, that his Highneſs had treated 
with them, for the ſole purpoſe of ſacrificing them to 
bis intereſts; and, recalling the idea of his former 


him 
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him odious to the people, whom they taught to believe 
that his reconciliation with the Cardinal was an action 
of the moſt heinous perfidy towards their party. In fact, 
as the Prince had been ſeen publicly with the Coadju- 
tor during the whole continuation of his quarrel with 
the Cardinal, he could, therefore, bring no plea in juſ- 
tification of his conduct; ſave that the Coadjutor, in 
all the conferences which they had had together, pro- 
poſed ſuch violent meaſures only, as were very hazardous. 
in themſelves, and mu have thrown every my into 
confuſion. 

It was imagined, by many, that this re-union of the 
Prince of Conde with the Cardinal muſt neceſſarily prove 
the deſtruction of the Frondeurs, and that the court 
would now put in force the arbitrary authority which 
it ſeemed to have, thereby, acquired, and of which it 
was ſo jealous : but thoſe, who conſidered things more 
maturely, rightly judged, that this conftrained recon- 
cilement could not be of any long duration, and that 
the Italian Cardinal would embrace every opportunity 
of revenging the affronts which he had received from 
| =_ Prince, and of releaſing himſelf from that ſtate of 

jection to which he was reduced, and by which he 
120 been compelled to grant his Highneſs all his de- 
-— 

In the mean time, Cardinal Mazarin appeared to be 
occupied ſolely with forming projects in order to ruin 
the Frondeurs, thereby amuſing the Prince, who wiſhed 
for that event ſtill more earneſtly than he did, conclud- 
ing that their extirpation would render that of the Car- 
dinal much lefs difficult. The Frondeurs on their fide, 
were aſſiduous in ſeeking the means to ſupport them- 
ſelves, and to profit of ſuch events as might tend to re- 
kindle the people's reſentment. 

The imprudence of the court, in taking vades þ its 
protection the farmers of the ſalt duties, whom the par- 
liament had condemned to make good the deficiency of 
the fund of the Hotel de Ville, furniſhed the F rondites 
with one of thoſe defired incidents. As the proprietors 
of that fund clearly ſaw, that their intereſts were ne- 
glected by the provoſt of the merchants and the ſheriffs, 
who had been 3 over by the court, they aſſembled 

ſeveral 
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| ſeveral times, at the Hotel de Ville, to conſider on the 


for firmneſs and zeal, in the cauſe of juſtice and of the 


an agreement with the Frondeurs, a body of the pro- 


meaſures neceſſary to be taken in the preſent ſtate of af- 


fairs. At one of theſe aſſemblies, it was propoſed, by 


the Sieur Joli, a counſellor of the Chatelet, that they 


ſhould commit the whole management of their affairs to 


a certain number of Syndics, to be choſen from amongſt 
themſelves; which propoſition was immediately adopt- 
ed, notwithſtanding an order from the Chamber of Va- 


. cations, prohibiting them from aſſembling ; which they, 


nevertheleſs, continued to do every week, ſometimes to 


the number of 500 perſons. Thoſe who were choſen 


to act as Syndics, were Mefirs. Charton, preſident of 


the court of Maſters of Requeſts, Joli, a counſellor of 


the Chatelet, Matharel, Labory and des Coutures, ſe- 
cretaries to the King, du Portail, a counſellor of the 
parliament, Maréchal, an advocate of the privy-coun- 
eil, Delote, nd ſome others, making twelve in all. 
Their next ftep was, to fix up printed bills in all parts 
of the city, requeſting the proprietors to meet at the 
Hotel de Ville. Moſt of the chief perſons amongſt them 
did not attend theſe meetings, for fear of being remark- 
ed, but contented themſelves with ſecretly countenancing 
thoſe of their brethren, who took an active part upon 
U—A Aa | i EP 

Neither the court, nor the Frondeurs did, at firſt, 
perceive the important tendency of this affair; and ſe- 
vera] days elapſed before they diſcovered, that there 
were few perſons, either in Paris or the whole kingdom, 
who were not, directly or indirectly, intereſted therein. 
The court began too late to uſe preventive meaſures ; 
and the Frondeurs were, at length, convinced that no- 
thing could be better calculated, than the above 1nci- 
dent, to confirm the people in their reſentment. The 
Frondeurs, therefore, now applied themſelves to thoſe 
of the Syndics, who ſeemed to have the moſt. weight 
with their brethren, particularly Joli, whoſe reputation 


public, was ſo well eſtabliſhed, that they doubted not, 
if they could gain him, that they ſhould acquire an un- 
limited influence over the people. In conſequence of 


prietors went in form, to demand the protection of the 
| "= Tx 1 Coadjutor 
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Coadjutor and the Duke of Beaufort; and one of the 
company addreſſed them in a handſome ſpeech, to which 
they replied in a moſt gracious manner, and with re- 
peated aſſurances of their regard for the public welfare. 

To give greater weight to this buſineſs, Joli incited 
the Frondeurs, with whom he now began to be cloſely 
connected, to preſent a petition to the parliament, 
praying them to confirm the election of the Syndics, 
which petition ſhould be ſigned by ſome of the counſel- _ 
lors, who were intereſted in the fund. The deſign of 
this meaſure was, that, if the grand chamber, which 
was totally under the guidance of the firſt preſident, 
ſhould be inclined to attempt any thing againſt the pro- 
prietors, it might be compelled to call a general meetin 
of all the other chambers. This propoſal was muc 
approved, as it tended to cauſe a meeting of the parlia- 
ment, which was ardently wiſhed for by the Frondeurs, 

who foreſaw that it would be productive of many fa- 
vourable incidents ; ſuch as the affair of the parliament 
of Bourdeaux, which had requeſted that of Paris to con- 
cur in an application to the King, for the removal of 
the Duke d'Epernon from the government of that pro- 
vince. The petition was, therefore, figned by near 
five hundred of the proprietors ; amongſt the reſt by 
M. de Loiſel, a counſellor of the parliament, who had 
not the leaſt connection with the Frondeurs, together 
with Meſſrs. de Croiſi, Fouquet, Daurat, Quatreſous, 
Caumartin, la Barre and Vialar, all counſellors of the 
parliament alſo, who were influenced thereto by the 
Coadjutor and the Duke of Beaufort; and, quickly af- 
ter the feaſt of St. Martin, it was preſenred to the 
grand chamber, which claimed the ſole cognizance of 
it, altho' the chamber of enquiries had demanded a ge- 
neral aſſembly of all the chambers, and had determined 
amongſt themſelves to confirm the election of the 
Syndics. i RE | 
The court had proceeded too far in the affair, and 
was too deeply intereſted therein, to retract: inſtead, - 
therefore, of inclining to ſatisfy the demands of the 

. proprietors, it adopted a direct contrary conduct, and 
ſet every engine in motion, to procure the rejection of 
their petition ; rightly judging, that a compliance with 

LAY : | 25 17 
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it would tend, inevitably, to take all power out of the 
hands of the ordinary officers of the city, and to lodge 
it in the Frondeurs, through their inſtruments the Syn- 


dics. For theſe reaſon+, the firſt preſident was ſtrictly 
enjoined, to be diligent in traverſing the deſigns of the 
party and, at all events, to prevent a general meetin 
of the chan.b-rs. In the mean time, the Cardinal 
being deſirous of acquiring information of every thin 


that paſſ:d in the city, gave written commiſſions to ſe- 


veral perſons, empowering them to attend at the meet- 


- Ings of the proprietors and upon all other occafions, 


and to demean themſelves in ſuch a manner, both in 


Words and actions, as they ſhould judge moſt likely to 


rocure them the confidence of the people, and to ena- 
le them to dive into each man's ſentiments; com- 
manding them, withal, to make a minute report to 
him of their conduct, and of whatever intelligence they 
might gain. The infamy of this tranſaction was, hi- 
therto. unexampled in the French Hiſtory ; and, in- 


| deed, it was conducted with ſuch ſecrecy, that not the 


leaſt circumſtance of it tranſpired till a long time after- 
wards, It was obſzrved only, that the firſt pꝛeſident 
ſil} firmly oppoſed the meeting of the chambers, al- 
though there were ſeveral other affairs, of which that 
of the pariiament of Bourdeaux was the principal, which 
waited for their deciſion. iN 5 

However, the proprietors did not in the leaſt relax 
from their purſuit; and, as they were firmly ſupported 


by the chamber of enquiries, the firſt preſident was at 


length compelled, to propoſe a conference at his houſe, 


at which a certain number of deputies from each of the 


chambers ſhould attend, together with ſome of the pro- 
prietors. This conference was held on Saturday, the 
4th of December, at the firſt preſident's houſe, where, 
beſides the deputies, ſeveral preſidents 4 Mortier, and a 
conſiderable number of the proprietors attended. At the 
beginning every thing went on quietly, the firſt pre- 
fident having acquainted the aſſembly, in general terms, 
that the affair might be eaſily accommodated, by com- 
plying with the demands of the proprietors : but the 
chamber of enquiries obſerved, that it would alſo be ne- 


ceſſary to enforce obedience to the intended regulation, 


reſpecting 


„„ 
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reſpecting the Syndics, from the provoſt: of the mer- 


chaats and the ſheriffs : a motion was alſo made, that 
a ſmall number only of the proprietors might be admit- 


ted into the aſſembly, to ſet forth their claims ; and the 
doors being thereupon thrown open, Joli and two others 


were in roduced for that purpoſe. 

Upon their entrance, the firſt preſident endeavoured 
to dazzle them with ſevera] ſpecious propoſals, which 
however, contained nothing ſatisfactory: but Joli replied, 
that the firit ſtep to be taken was to ratify the election 
of the Syndics, without which, all other propoſitions 


muſt be vain: this being heard bo ſome of the proprie- 
tors, who were without, they loudly and repeatedly 


ſhouted, „ Syndics! Syndics !” but the firſt preſident 
being reſolute in his refuſal to comply with the above 
demand, adjourned the meeting to the following Satur- 


day. As the members went trom the place of meeting, 


the. proprietors. addreſſed themſelves to ſuch of them as 
they knew to be inimical to their intereſts, reproaching 
them with the epithets of Traitors, and Mazarins ; and 
I was witneſs to ſome of them being even roughly hand- 


led, whilſt the greateſt part made their eſcape by differ- 


ent private ſtaircaſes, In the midſt of this confuſion, 
M. de Champlatreux, the firſt preſident's eldeſt ſon, 
came up to Joli, and accoſted him in very injurious 
terms, calling him a ſeditious fellow, and threatening 
to have him taken into cuſtody for his conduct; to all 


which Jcli, who now found himſelf ſupported by a 


number of the proprietors, whom this incident had 
drawn to the ſpot, replied with equal warmth : after 
which both parties retired, without any attempt on the 
fide of the former to execute his threats, although ſeveral 


| perſons ſtood at a {mall diſtance, who had been placed 


there with that deſign. This affair gave much cauſe for 
ſpeculation to both parties. | 
Cardinal Mazarin now judged it neceſſary to take 
ſome ſpirited and rigorous meaſures againſt thoſe of the 
proprietors, who had ſhewn themſelves the moſt zealous, 
at late the conference: he therefore reſolved to ſeize the 
perſons of five or ſix of them, at their next aſſembly, on 
the enſuing Saturday, who were to be immediately con- 
GREY to death, by certain magiſtrates bribed for the 


purpoſe, 
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purpoſe, and to be hung up, on the palliſades of the 
Palais: the regiment of guards alſo was to attend, to 
favour the execution of this enterprize. ER 


It will ſcarcely be believed, perhaps, that the mini- 
ſter could harbour ſo violent a deſign; yet nothing is 


more certain: and tho' the Frondeurs were not acquaint- 
ed with it at that time, they came to the knowledge 
of it afterwards, in a manner, which left them no room 


to doubt of its reality. They had learnt however, that ſome 


grand project was hatching againſt them by the court; 


that, on this account the ordinary guard was doubled 
every day, and that the proprietors were to be made the 
firſt object of the enter prize, after which, the Coadjutor, 


the Duke of Beaufort and all the other chiefs of the par- 


ty were to be attacked, wherever they ſhould be met 


with. e | 


This general intelligence was .communicated by a 
perſon who received it from one of thoſe who were pre- 
ſent at the conſultation, in which the above meaſures 
were propoſed and adapted ; and, although it-was not 
ſo explicit as they could have wiſhed, yet it was ſufficient 


to ſhew them their danger, and to ſet them on their 


guard : neither were they at all remiſs on the occaſion, 
A meeting was therefore held, at the Coadjutor's palace, 
at which were preſent the Marquiſſes de Noirmoutier, 


de Foſſeuſe and de Laigeues, and M. Joli ; but the 


whole without the knowledge both of the Duke of 
Beaufort, the Marquis de Boulaye and many others of 
the party, whoſe ſecrecy they could not depend on; 
particularly the Duke of Beaufort, who they well knew, 
concealed nothing from Madame de Montbazon, They 
were long undetermined what meaſures to take; rightly 

judging, that it would be eaſy for the court, by a ſud- 
den and well-concerted enterprize, to. fruſtrate all their 

ſchemes and render their condition irretrievable: after 


many debates, they all joined in opinion, that their im- 


mediate ſafety depended on their diſappointing the pre- 
ſent evil intentions of the court towards them, and that 
the moſt likely method, of effecting this would be, to 
procure a general aſſembly of the + Hr Peg before the 
day on which the conference was to. be renewed, at the 


4 GUY FOLE:4 
firſt preſident's houſe; as they made no doubt, but that 


e the court had fixed on that day for the execution of its 
0 deſignns. 7955 e, 

| The grand difficulty was, to find a pretext, for de- 
- manding ſo early a meeting of the chambers, the Coad- 
is jutor made ſeveral propoſitions on the ſubject, all found- 
- ed on the baſis of his reputation with the people, none 
e of which, however, were adopted. The Marquis le 
n Noirmoutier renewed a propoſal, which he had made 
= on a former occafion, for a feigned attack on the Duke —_ 
3 of Beaufort or M. Brouſſel, by perſons unknown in the 
d city, or by ſome of their own party. maſqued; which, 
e it was imagined, would produce a general inſurrection. 
r, But it was remarked, that this project alſo was liable to 
- | objections; as the party, who was to be attacked, muſt 
et be previouſly acquainted with the deſign, conſequently, 

| that neither the Duke of Beaufort nor M Brouſſel were 

a eligible for the purpoſe, for the reaſon above aſſigned, 
2 the want of ſufficient confidence in their ſecrecy. The 
es | Coadjutor, alſo, offered himſelf, as the object of a ſimilar 
ot enterprize; but it was very apparent, that he wiſned 
at not to be taken at his word > e | 
ir || At length, Joli, who had before conferred upon the 
i. ſubje&t with the Count de Montreſon and M. 
„ d' Argenteuil, propoſed himſelf as the perſon to be 
r, attacked. He obſerved, that he was neither ſufficiently 
Ee known, nor eſteemed in the world, to expect that the 
* people ſhould take much part in any thing which con- 
of | cerned him, as a ſimple individual; but that his quali- 
ty of Syndic, and the reputation he had acquired 
v, amongſt his brethren, would, he conceived, ſtand in the 
y ſtead of all other advantages, and produce, at leaſt, an 
ly aſſembly of the chambers, through the ferment, which 
4— the news of ſuch an attack would infallibly create 
r among the proprietors, who daily attended in crouds 
er at the Palais. TID. . 
n- This propoſal was readily aſſented to by the whole 
e- company, amongſt whom, there certainly was not one, 
at who would have undertaken the ſame. For the execu- 
to tion of the deſign, the Marquis de Noirmoutier engaged 
he to procure a gentleman, of confirmed bravery and well 
5 adapted to the purpoſe, named Eſtainville, who ſhould 
| 1 fire 


almoſt daily. 


fire a loaded piſtol at M. Joli, in paſſing through the 
ſtreets in his coach, in ſuch manner as ſhould be agreed 
upon between them; and the Marquis de Foſſeuſe pro- 
miſed to furniſh Eftainville with a very fleet horſe on 
the occaſion. 1151 
On the Friday night, Argenteuil and  Joli went to 
the Marquis de Noirmouticr's, who lived in the ftreet 
of S. Merri, in the ſame houſe in which Admiral Cha- 
tillon was killed, in the maſſacre, on the feaſt of St. 


Bartholomew. Here, in one of the rooms moſt diſtant 


from the ſtreet, they found Eſtainville. In this room 

they adjuſted Joli's doublet and cloak on a piece of 
wood, fixed in a particular poſition, one of the ſleeves 
of the doublet being filled with ſtraw, at which Eſtain- 
ville fired a piſtol, with ſuch truth, that the ball paſſed 
through the very part which it was intended to pierce, 
After this,experiment, it was agreed that the real attack 


| ſhould be made on the next morning, at half an hour 
after ſeven o'clock, in the ſtreet of the Bernardines, op- 


polite Argenteuil's houſe, which was but a ſmall diſtance 
from that of the preſident Charton, to which Joli went 


The ſcheme was executed, in every reſpect, as it had 
been concerted Eftainville rode up to the coach ; 
Joli ſtooped, and the balls paſſed over his head, through- 
the ſide of the coach, in a direction exactly anſwerable 
to the poſition in which Joli was ſuppoſed to have ſat 
in the coach: care had been taken not to have any ſer- 
vants behind the coach, leſt they might have prevented 
the deſign. Eſtainville now made off, with all expedi- 
tion, but with no ſmall danger, as his horſe, unfortu- 
nately, fell with him. He, however, by ſeveral bye- 
ways, at length, got ſafe to the Marquis de Noirmou- | 
tier's, from whence he ſent back the horſe to the Mar- 
quis de Foſſeuſe, who ſent it into the country to be poi- 
ſoned, in order to prevent any knowledge of the affair 


from tranſpiring by that means. 


Another incident happened, which had nearly ruined 


the whole projet. The paper which d'Eſtainville had 


made uſe of, for wadding, in loading his piſtol, was 
the cover of a letter, which had been addreſſed to him; 
but, happily, that part of it which contained his name 

| | ERS.» | | : Was 


\ 
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was burnt away: the remainder of the paper, together 


with the balls, which were ſtill quite hot, were taken 


up by M. Bignon, the advocate-general, who lived in 
the cloiſter of the Bernardines: this circumſtance con- 


tributed greatly to perſuade the people into a belief of 
the reality of the attack. „ e 


Directly after this tranſaction, Joli was conducted to 
the houſe of a ſurgeon, living at the end of the ſtreet of 
the Bernardines, oppoſite the church of S. Nicolas du 
Chardonnet, where, upon taking off his cloaths, a kind 
of wound was diſcovered on his left ſhoulder, which he 
had himſelf made, the night before, with a gun flint; 


ſo that the ſurgeon had not the leaſt doubt, but that he 
had been ſhot, and he, therefore, laid on the cuſtomary 


drefhngh.!: ont, 26: 5 „ 
During this time, Argenteuil was aſſiduous in his en- 


deavours, to induce a belief, that the court, alone, 


could have projected this enterprize, in order to get rid 
of that particular Syndic, who had appeared the moſt 


zealous. He went, alſo, to the preſident Charton's, 


who had conceived a notion, that he was the perſon 


meant to be attacked; and, as he had the command of 


the city-guard in that quarter, he ordered the drums to 
beat to arms, In the mean time Joli retired to his own 
houſe and went to bed. 1 _ 
The news of the above tranſaction having reached the 
Palais, the proprietors, accompanied by ſome of the 


Frondeurs, ran in crouds to the Tournelle, demanding 
juſtice againſt thoſe who. had aſſaſſinated Joli, who, 


they aſſerted, was killed. On this account, the court, 
which was then fitting, immediately broke up, and the 
chamber of enquiries, being much inflamed, haſte ned 
to take their ſeats in the grand chamber. The preſident 
de Charton, alſo, went thither, armed, with his ſword 


by his fide, declaring that the enterprize was intended 


againſt him, and had been executed at his door ; and 
his vehemence was ſo great and unaffected, that he re- 
peated upwards of fifty times, ** I ſay that!” a phraſe 
that he had acquired through a bad cuſtom, but which, 
on other occaſions, he ſeldom uſed above ſeven or eight 
times; being, moreover, a very worthy man, and 
firmly attached to his friends, The good preſident 
5 „„ 5 carried 
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carried matters ſo far, as to demand a guard, for the 
protection of his perſon : but, as nobody looked upon the 
affair in the ſame light as he did, his demand was elu- 
ded; and he had the mortification to hear M. Viole 
Douzenceau, clerk of the council of the grand chamber, 
obſerve, that he had no objection to granting a guard to 
the preſident Charton, but that they ought to de made 
by a Carpenter. The parliament went no further in 
the affair this day, than to order, that Meſſrs. Champion 
and Doujat, two of their members, ſhould make the ne- 
neſſary enquiries relative to the aſſaſſination of M. Joli, 
and ſhould lay the reſult thereof before the aſſembly; 
and that they ſhould alſo inform themſelves of the ſtate 
of his health. The ferment into which this affair had 
thrown the parliament, induced the Marquis de Boulaye 
to put himſelf at the head of about two hundred men, 
who, paſſing throughſthe ſtreets, exhorted the citizens to 
take up arms, aſſuring them that a counſellor of the par- 
hament, who was, alſo, one of the Syndics, had been 
aflailinated, at the inſtigation of the court, and that a 
fimilar deſign had been concerted againſt the Duke f 
Beaufort. In this manner, the Marquis went to the 
houſes of ſeveral of the chiefs of the Frondeurs, par- 
. ticularly to the Coadjutor and M. Brouſſel; but he was 
1 very little attended to, ſome few ſhops; only, being 
1 ſhut up, in different parts of the city, and the moſt ma- 
li terial conſequence which attended this attempt. was, 
14 that all the bread in the different markets was immediate= 
1 ly bought up, at double the cuſtomary price. 
| 70 5 It muſt be obſerved, that the Marquis was totally ig- 
1 norant of the real ſtate of Joli's affair, and that he had 
IF. 6 concerted no previous meaſures with any of the party, 
except the Duke of Beaufort, who held himſelf in 
readineſs, with a number of his friends, during the whole 
morning, to have joined the Marquis, in caſe an inſur- 
rection had enſued. 2H = OT 

The members, who had been commiſſioned by the 
parliament, to enquire into the circumſtances of Joli's 
aſſaſſination and of his health, having been at his houſe 
in the morning, repeated their viſit in the afternoon, and 
were very much diſpleaſed, that his wound had been 
dreſſed in their abſence, To ſatisfy them, —_— 

. . 55 the 
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ſurgeons of the parliament“ Phe Queen had ordered 


M. Guenaud, * one of the phyſficians, to bring her an 
account, in the evening, of the condition in which he 


ſhould find Joli. He accordingly went to the Palais- 
Royal, and informed her Majeſty, that there could not 
be the leaſt doubt of the reality of the affair; that he 
had found M. Joli very feverifh, and that the beſt actor 
in the world could not puſh his diſſimulation ſo far, in a 
re TO on nninng n 
As the Marquis de Boulaye foreſaw, that the bad ſue- 
ceſs of his enterprize, in the morning, might be attend- 
ed with ſtrange conſequences, he determined to retrieve 
his fault, if poſſible, by an attempt ſtill more hazardous; 
which was to attack the Prince of Conde on the new 
bridge, as he returned, in the evening, from the Louvre 
to the Hotel de Conde, For the execution of this de- 
fign he aſſembled between two and three hundred men, 
in the iſſe of the Palais and the evirons: but the Cardi- 


nal, having obtained intelligence of his intention, com- 


municated it to the Prince. To fruſtrate this ſcheme, 
therefore, ſome of the Prince's domeſtics, were placed in 


his own coach, and alſo in that of M. Duras, which 


commonly followed' it, one of whom was much wounded 
by a piſtol-ſhot ; and it is cerrain, that, had his High- 
neſs been in the carriage, his life would have been in 
imminent danger. Ho GED P, TRE on 8 

Many people, however, conjeRured that the Marquis 
de Boulaye had undertaken this enterprize ſolely at the 
inſtigation of Cardinal Mazarin: but this does not ſeem 
probable, although the Marquis, during his concealment 
at the Hotel de Vendome, afterwards acknowledged to 
ſeveral of his friends, that he undertook it to repair the 
error which he had committed in the morning; being 
fully ſenſible, that the Cardinal would have rejoiced in 
the Prince's deſtruction, as he had propoſed to him, by 

Lt | Fl 5 Madame 


** This Guenaud is the perſon of whom Gui Patin makes men- 
tion, in his letters. He was phyfician to the Queen, and a zealous 
aſſertor of the virtues of antimony, It was his cuſtom © viſit his 
patients On horſeback 5 which circumſtance gave iſe to the jeſt, in 
ſpeaking of him, to ſay + Guenaud and his horſe,” He died in 


- 


— . _— 
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Madame de Montbazong o long before as the month of 


October, to ſeize his Highneis's perſon, at noon-day, 


upon the new-bridge. 


Be that as it may; the other leaders of the Frondeurs 


had, doubtleſs, no ſhare in theſe two enterprizes, which 


were planned by other hands, and bore no affinity 
whatever to Joli's affair, The Prince of Conde, ne- 


vertheleſs, was of a contrary opinion, and he was eafily 


induced to credit all the Cardinal's infinuations on the 
ſubje&; who repreſented to him, that this was a fair 
opportunity to ruin the chiefs of the party; whom the 
people had plainly deſerted on this occafion, and whom 
the parliament muſt neceſſarily condemn, on ſuch evi- 
dent proofs of a conſpiracy. - ; 

In fact, for ſeveral of the firſt days, this buſineſs 
ſeemed to turn out much 1n favour of the court; and a 
letter de Cachet being ſent to the parliament, on Mon- 
day the 13th of December, commanding them to make 


the ſtricteſt enquiries into the affair, as being a dan- 
gerous plot againſt the ſtate, the reſt of the week was 


employed in taking informations, which were kept 
very ſecret, and which were communicated chiefly by 
thoſe commiſſioned ſpies, of whom mention has been 
already made. But as this artifice of the Cardinal's had 
not as yet tranſpired, and as even thoſe of the parlia- 
ment, who were well diſpoſed to the Frondeurs dared 
not oppoſe the execution of the orders contained in the 
letter de Cachet, ſo general a conſternation aroſe amongſt 


the party, that, had the court purſued its advantage 
' vigorouſly, it would have acquired a compleat victory 


over it's opponents, and rendered all their future ef- 
forts impotent. This panic had riſen to ſo great a 
height, that the Coadjutor, the Duke of Beaufort, and 
the moſt conſiderable leaders of the Frondeurs, were 
on the point of retiring from Paris to Peronne, where 
they hoped to meet with protection from the Marſhal 
d*Hoquincourt, who was an intimate friend of the 
Dutcheſſes de Chevreuſe and de Montbazon; but the 
Count de Montreſor demonſtrated to them, that this 
ſtep would inevitably prove their ruin; that it was ne- 
ceſſary they ſhould go boldly to the parliament, where 
: . they 


behalf of the court. 


38 Ur ol nt 
they had ftill many friends, and that, by their appear- 
ing not to deſert their own cauſe, the people would be 
induced to ſupport them in caſe of need. 

Having learnt, therefore, that the informations 


which had been taken contained nothing mateiial, and 
that they related only to the Marquis de Boulaye, who 


had withdrawn to the Hotel de Vendome, they deter- 
mined to go in a body to the parliament, with the, 
Dukes of Beaufort and Briſſac at their head, to coun- 


teract the Duke of Orleans, the Prince of Conde, and 
ſeveral others of the nobility, who appeared there in 
The aſſembly, however, broke up 
without doing any thing material; the chief buſineſs 
which came on being a petition from Joli, on the ſub- 
ject of his aſſaſſination: but the firſt Preſident oppoſed 
its being taken into conſideration; which gave riſe to 
ſuch a ferment amongſt the members, as clearly ſhewed, 


that the popular diſcontent had not ſo effectually ſubs 


ſided, as by ſome was imagined. | 

This diſcontent ſuddenly broke out, with great vio- 
lence, ata ſubſequent meeting of the parliament, on 
the Wedneſday following; when, after the informati- 


ons, already mentioned, had been read, together with 


the opinion of the King s counſel thereon, it appearing 


that the Coadjutor, the Duke of Beaufort, and M. 


Brouſſel were therein accuſed, the firſt Preſident infiſted 
that thoſe perſons ſhould withdraw : but, as the Duke 
of Beaufort and the Coadjutor were about to obey, one 
of the counſellors, named Coulon, oppoſed their in- 


tention, and M. Brouſſel abſolutely refuſed to retire, 
unleſs the firſt Prefident did fo likewiſe ; who, he urged, 


was a party in the affair, having aſſerted that they had 
conceived a deſign to aſſaſſinate him. He added, that 
the Preſident was his mortal foe, and had, attempted to 
ruin him on ſeveral occaſions; proofs of which he was 
at all times ready to produce, | 4 
The firmneſs of this good old man quickly Sean 
the ſace of affairs, and ſuch loud and uninterrupted 
murmurs aroſe againſt the firſt Preſident, as precluded 
the e from entering into any deliberations = 
| that 
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that day, although the fittings laſted from ſeven &clock 
in the morning till four in the evening. When the 


news of theſe tranſactions was communicated to the 
people, who were in waiting, in and about the Palais, 


to the number of upwards of ten thouſand men, they 
manifeſted great joy on the occaſion; and, When the 


Duke of Beaufort went away, ſome perſons crying out, 


4 hats off! here comes the Duke of Beaufort, !“ every 
one inſtantly uncovered, repeatedly ſhouting, God 
« fave Beaufort! God fave: Brouſſel !“ whereas, the 
Duke of Orleans and the Prince of Conde were con- 
ſtantly received, by the generality of the populace, with 
evident marks of diſpleaſure, 

From this day, the Frondeurs, having diſcovered 


their ſtrength, neglected no means to cheriſh the peo- 


ple's diſcontent, and, the favourable diſpoſition of the 
parliament. For this purpoſe, they aſſembled every 
evening, at the houſe of M. de Longueil, to concert a 


plan of operations for the next day, and it was de- 


termined, that requeſts of exceptions againſt the firſt 


Preſident ſhould be preſented, by the Coadjutor, the 


Doke of Beaufort, and Meſſrs. Brouſſel and Joli, 
founded on that magiſtrate? s perſonal intereſt in the af- 
fair, ſeveral witneſſes having depoſed, that a defign had 
been formed againſt his life. Theſe requeſts produced 
all the effect which was expected from them; although, 
as the firſt Preſident had many partizans, even among 
thoſe who were totally unconnected with the court, ſe- 
veral days were ſpent in debating, whether they ſhould 
be received. Exceptions were alſo preſented againſt 
the Prince of Conde, who offered thereupon to retire ; 
but this the company would not permit, and the de- 
mand was in the end relinquiſhed, reſpecting him. 

At length, as this affair occaſioned much delay and 


. confuſion, and as the Frondeurs had cauſed to be print- 


ed the grounds of their exceptions, which had contri- 
buted greatly to inflame the people's minds, ſome com- 
mon friends of both parties propoſed, that the requeſts 


of exceptions ſhould be withdrawn, and that they 


ſhould proceed directly to conſider the charges contained 
in the informations, as mentioned above. To induce 
„ 


their example, But Joli abſolutely refuſed to comply, 


therefore inſtructed Mr. Laine, in whoſe hands he had 


requeſts: this he did in a manner tolerably ſatisfactory; 


. ſpeech. 


very ſmall majority of voices, that the objections al- 


judge on this occaſion : which defeat aroſe from the 
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an acceptance of this propoſal, they promiſed the Co- 
adjutor, the Duke of Beaufort and M. Brouſſel, to ex- 
tricate them inſtantly from their dilemma, aſſuring 
them, that the accuſations againſt them contained no- 
thing of much conſequence. "Theſe perſons, truſting 
too eaſily to appearances, yielded to the propoſal, and 
withdrew their requeſts of exception: but, as it was 
neceſſary to obtain the concurrence of M. Joli alſo, 
the Coadjutor, who was very deſirous to put an end to 
the affair at any rate, went to him, in the great hall of 
the Palais, and endeavoured to perſuade him to follow 


"=. 


alledging, that theſe offers of accommodation were in- 
tended, only to delude them to their ruin; and he 


placed his requeſt, to bring it on immediately before 
the parliament. It was accordingly read, and the ob- 
jections which it contained againſt the firſt Preſident, 
were found to be fo ſuccin& and forcible, that it cauſed 

a ſudden and univerſal murmur in the aſſembly, which 
put a ſtop to all huſineſs for ſome time. At length, 
however, the tumult being abated, the requeſts of the 
Coadjutor and the Duke of Beaufort, which, upon 
Joli's refuſal, had been returned by thoſe perſons to 

their council, were now read; and it was thereupon re- 
ſolved, that the firſt Prefident ſhould leave his ſeat and 
go without the bar, to anſwer to the contents of thoſe 


but he was ſo much affected by the circumſtance, that 
his eyes were frequently filled with tears, during his 


Amongſt all the counſellors, M. Daurat, a counſellor 
of the third chamber of enquiries, diſtinguiſhed him- 
ſelf the moſt, by his zeal and eloquence, in ſupport of 
the requeſts. =” | 5 | 

After many debates, it was at length decided, by a 


ledged againſt the firſt Preſident were inſufficient, and 
that he ſhould be permitted to act in his capacity of 


caprice and fickleneſs of ſome of thoſe, who bore the 
Vor. IJ. . reputation 


* 
74 MEMOIRS OP 


reputation of being moſt attached to the party, 
a mongſt whom were Meſſrs. P Abbe, Amelot and Ba- 
chaumont. 

But the Frondeurs compenſated themſelves, quickly 
afterwards, for this ſlight rebuff, by a negotiation 
which they entered into with Cardinal Mazarin for the 
impriſonment of the Prince of Conde, with whom they 
were as much diſpleaſed as with the Cardinal himſelf. 
Hitherto, the Cardinal had never dared to undertake 
any enterprize againſt the Prince, through fear leſt he 
ſhould join with the F rondeurs, and thereby render his 
ruin inevitable. He had alſo conceived an opinion, 
that when, in conjunction with his Highneſs, he ſhould 
have ſubdued that party, it would be eaſy for him to 
reduce the Prince himſelf to ſubmiſſion, by the terror 
of the King's authority; and it was this conſideration 
which had determined him to begin with the Frondeurs 
. firſt, But he clearly perceived, from the reſult of the 
abovementioned tranſactions in the parliament, that 
the party was ſtill too powerful, and that it would be 
dangerous to carry matters to extremities with them, 
having learnt, alſo, that they had ſent for a large num- 
ber of their friends, who kept their arms in readineſs 

againſt any ſudden emergency. 

Of this circumſtance the Dutcheſs de eſe, 3 in 
concert with the Frondeurs, took care to make the Car- 
dinal fully ſenſible; offering him, at the ſame time, 
their aſſiſtance againſt the Prince of Condé, which, 
with much difficulty, he at length accepted, thereby to 

releaſe himſelf. from the embarraſſment, into which the 
failure of his late deſign againſt them had plunged him, 
and at once to put an end to that continual uneaſineſs, 
which the Prince's too great authority had given birth 
to in his mind. 

The Duke de Richelieu's marriage with the daughter 
of the Marquis de Vigean, which had been concerted 
by the Prince of Conde, without the participation of 
the court, alſo contributed, not a little, to influence 
the Cardinal to this reſolution: the Prince having him- 
ſelf conducted the new married couple to the houſe of 
the Dutcheſ de Longueville, at rie, and had diſ- 
patched the Duke de Richelieu, on the ſame night, to 
ſecure 


? 6 Un 10kt nz 75 
ſecure the poſſeſſion of Havre: which the Cardinal 


judged to be only a prelude to ſome more important 
deſigns. | 

Things being thus circumſtanced, the Cardinal'now 
began, in earneſt, to negotiate with the Dutcheſs de 
Chevreuſe, who immediately gave ſecret information 


thereof to her friend the Marquis de Laigues, by whom 
it was communicated to the Marquis de Noirmoutier. 


Thus, theſe two perſons, whom the Prince had former- 


ly injured, had now the ſatisfaction to find themſelves, 


in ſome ſort, the arbitrators of his fate, having been 
the firſt promoters of his impriſonment. - | | 
However, the Coadjutor was, in the end, the perſon 


who had the greateſt ſhare in this buſineſs, which he 
at length compleated, after ſeveral conferences with the 


Cardinal, at the Palais Royal, whither he always went 


diſguiſed in the habit ofa military officer. The Dutch- . 
eſs de Chevreuſe, whoſe intercourſe with the Cardinal 
was liable to leſs reſtraint, took upon herſelf to negotiate 


with him the demands of thoſe chiefs of the party, who 
were reſponſible for the concurrence of the reſt. The 
terms agreed on were as follow: that the Coadjutor 
ſhould have a cardinal's hat : that the Duke of Beau- 


fort, altho' he was totally ignorant of this negotiation, 


which was kept a profound ſecret, ſhould be inveſted 
with the title of admiral : that the government of Char- 


leville and Mount Olympus ſhould be conferred on the 


Marquis de Noirmoutier; and that the Marquis de 


Laigues ſhould be appointed captain of the guards. 


There now remained nothing further to be done, 


but to obtain the Duke of Orleans's conſent to the ex- 


ecution of this deſign againſt the Prince. Nor was this 
at all difficult ; as his Royal Highneſs, being naturally 
jealous of the Prince of Conde, readily yielded to the 


arguments, which the Queen and the Dutcheſs de Chev- 


reuſe uſed, to convince him, that it was his intereſt to 
diminiſh, by all poſſible means, the too great credit 


which the Prince had acquired. They were yet under 
ſome apprehenſions, leſt his Royal Highneſs ſhould 


communicate the affair to his favourite the Abbe de la 
Riviere, who, they knew, was cloſely connected with 


the Prince of Conde; but his Royal Highneſs gave 


23 them 


bd 
“p: RI ET 8 
* 8 _— * Af A, TEST * 
2 S TRA e Pr 
7 A 8 „ * n ee . > _ * * 8 > 
FFP ³·— ] m 8 - 
2 F ESE * 5 6 
g 2 
| 


20 0 8 WE Yes v . Ko ö 1 
eee, . e KL ORE C!!! ee ae 
2 99 F 


4 wins - 
3 


8 
3 


5 
"HE 


EEE... 


/ 8 


—. 


. WISE 


$ | 
# 
Fi 
* 
5 : 
j 
bY 
15 
1 
Fe 


_ 


PE HS $f nas, 27 


— SI Tre 
e AR n N 
ee ee ee ee HIS 


— Se, py 


_ "MEMOIRS OF. 
them the moſt poſitive aſſurances of his ſecrecy, and it 
ſo happened alſo, that he had lately conceived ſome_ 
diſpleaſure againſt the Abbe. Ds 
During this negotiation with the Cardinal, the 
Frondeurs ſecretly entered into treaty with the Prince 
of Conde alſo ; the Duke de Retz and the Marquis de 
Noirmoutier being employed on their part, and M. de 
Chavigni and the Prince de Marſillac on the fide of the 
Prince. But his Highneſs could not be prevailed on to 
Join with them, tho' ſtrongly urged thereto by many 
of his friends; and he even treated as chimerical the 
repeated intelligence which he received, of the accom- 
modation between the Cardinal and the Frondeurs, 
upon a ſtrong preſumption that the latter would not ſo 
earneſtly have ſolicited a junction with him, had there 
been any probability of their ſucceeding with the 
court; and alſo, that neither. the Queen nor the Car- 
dinal would enter into any meaſures againſt him, not 
only on account of his late ſervices, but likewiſe in 
conſideration of the preſent critical ſtate both of do- 

meſtic and foreign affairs. Beſides, her Majeſty and 
the miniſter, in order to cover their deſigns, continued 
to give him and his friends the moſt flattering aſſurances 
of regard. In ſhort, he was very ſenſible that the 
court would not - undertake any thing againſt him, 
without the concurrence of the Duke of Orleans; and 

as he imagined, that his Royal Highneſs would doubt- 
leſs communicate any ſuch propoſal to the Abbe de la 
Riviere, this circumſtance contributed, above all otheis, 
to blind him to the intentions of his enemies, 
Thus, the frequent informations which his Highneſs 
received of the Cardinal's nocturnal conferences with 
the Coadjutor, diſguiſed as a military officer, were to- 
tally diſcredited by him; and he made them a ſubject 
of merriment with the Cardinal, who replied, in the 
ſame tone, and without the leaſt diſcompoſure, that the 
Coadjutor would, doubtleſs, make a fine figure with 
large rowlers, a plume of feathers, a red cloak, and 
a ſword by his ſide; and he aſſured his Highneſs that 
he would regale him with the fight, whenever that 
prelate ſhould take it in his head to viſit him * 
| l garb. 
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garb. All this was ſaid with ſuch an appearance of 
freedom and frankneſs, that his Highneſs was impoſed 


upon thereby; but he was on the point of diſcovering ' 


the whole affair a few days afterwards, having entered 
abruptly into the Cardinal's cloſet, at the very time 
that his eminency was dictating to M. de Lionne, the 
orders for ſeizing him, the Prince of Conti, and the 
Duke de Longueville. Every thing being now deter- 
mined on, it only remained to carry the deſign into ex- 


ecution : but ſuch was the wavering and timid diſpo- 


fition of the Cardinal, and fo long did he heſitate, in 
hopes, perhaps, that time might give birth to ſome in- 
cidents, which might relieve him from the diſagreeable 
neceſſity of proceeding to ſuch extremities, that the 
Frondeurs were at laſt obliged to uſe menaces, in order 
to procure his compliance : they had even taken ſome 
meaſures with the parliament, againſt his eminency, 


which they were reſolved to have purſued, in caſe he 


had not yielded to their ſolicitations. Neither did they 
negle& to repreſent to him the great danger that there 
was, leſt the Duke of Orleans, who was naturally in- 
| diſcreet, ſhould at length divulge the ſecret ; that the 
Duke had withdrawn himſelf from the parliament for 
ſome days paſt, under the pretence of a feigned indiſ- 
poſition ; that he openly aſſerted, that the affair of the 


informations was a mere mockery, as if purpoſely to 


inſinuate to the Prince of Conde, that it was needleſs 


for him to purſue it; and that he might poſſibly ſpeak 


ſtill ink and thereby lead the Prince to ſuſpe& the 
change which had ariſen in the diſpoſition of the court: 
in ſhort, they uſed ſuch powerful arguments with the 
Cardinal, that he determined to put the fniſhing hand 
to the buſineſs, without any further delay. With this 
view he repreſented to the Prince, that he had received 
intelligence that, des Coutures, one of the principal 
perſons accuſed in the informations, was concealed in 
a houſe in the ſtreet of Montmartre, and that, as he 
| Propoſed to have him ſeized in the afternoon, he judged 
it adviſeable, that the gendarmes and the light-horſe 


ſhould be poſted behind the Palais Royal, in readineſs 


to ſubdue any tumult which might ariſe on the occa- 
ſion: to which his eee aſſented. His Eminency 
| turther 
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Further told him, that ſome advices had been received 
from Germany, on the ſubje& of which it was ne. 
ceſſary to call a council, and that it would be proper 
for his Highneſs to acquaint the Prince of Conti and 
the Duke de Longueville therewith, and to deſire 
their attendance. . : Accordingly theſe three Princes 
came to the Palais Royal, at the uſual hour of the 
council's meeting, and were immediately taken into 
cuſtody, by M. Guitaut, captain of the Queen's 
guards, and M. Comminges, his nephew, on the 18th 
of January 1650, and were, ſoon afterwards, con- 
ducted acroſs the garden to a coach, which conveyed 
them, accompanied by M. de Comminges, to the 
caſtle of Vincennes. They were eſcorted by a party 
of fifty horſe, one half of which were of the Gen- 
darmerie, and the other of the Queen's guards, com- 
manded by M. de Mioſſens, known afterwards by the 
title of Marſhal d'Albret, and M. de Comminges. 
It was very late when they arrived at Vincennes, the 
coach having broken down by the way; and the Prince 
of Conde took occaſion, from this accident, to pro- 
poſe to M. de Mioſſens to ſuffer him to eſcape : but he 
replied, that his duty to the King would not permit 
him to liſten to the propoſal ; and M. de Comminges, 
having overheard the converſation, and obſerving that 
the Prince eagerly looked round, to ſee whether there 
was any afliſtance near at hand, he told his Highneſs 
that he was ready to oblige him as far as lay in his 
power, but, in a caſe where the King's ſervice was 
concerned, he ſhould liſten to no other ſuggeſtions than 
thoſe of his duty, and that, if any attempt ſhould be 
made to reſcue his priſoners, rather than permit their 
eſcape, _— would render him incapable of giving 
his Majeſty a good account of the commiſſion with 
which he had done him the honour to entruſt him, 
he would himſelf poniard them, In ſpite of this harſh 
declaration, the Prince of Conde placed ſuch great 
confidence in M. Comminges, during the firſt days of 
his impriſonment, that he would permit no other per- 
ſon to taſte the victuals which were ſet before them. 

But this laſted but for a ſhort time, as M. de Bar was 
5 4 ſoon 
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ſoon afterwards appointed to guard them, and ſome of 
the King's domeſtics were ſent to wait on them. 
When the news of this event was communicated to 
the Duke of Orleans, his Royal Highneſs exclaimed, 
«© Here's a fine catch ! a lion, a monkey, and a fox, 
« all taken at the ſame time!“ the preſident Peraut, 
who was the Prince of Conde's ſteward, was alſo ſeized, 
and ſeveral others, who had been doomed to the. ſame 
fate, withdrew themſelves. Of all thoſe who were, 
in any reſpect, connected with the Prince, not one 
was excepted in the general proſcription, ſave the 
Princeſs Dowager [of Conde : ] but ſhe was, quickly 
afterwards, exiled to one of her country ſeats. . 
During the whole of this tranſaction, the Coad- 
jutor and the Duke of Beaufort remained. at the 
Hotel de Chevreuſe, where they had dined. © Strict 
orders had been, given, that no perſon ſhould be per- 
mitted to. enter the houſe; as they were employed 
in writing notices to all the parochial clergy of Paris, 
acquainting them with the impriſonment of the Princes: 
and ſo incautious were they on the occaſion, that had 
ſome of the perſons who were preſent been curious - 
enough to attend to what was doing, they might eaſily 
have come to the knowledge of the contents of thoſe 
notices, and have given their Highneſles timely in- 
timation of their danger. But the Princes deſtiny 
forbad it: and the news of their being ſeized was 
wa, + by Brillet, the Duke of Beaufort's equerry, 
who had been ſent to the Palais Royal, with orders to 
return as ſoon as he ſhould have received information 
of this event, either from the Marquis de Laigues, or 
de Noirmoutier; this being the firſt day of their re- 
appearance at court, whither they came a ſhort time 
before the ſeizure of the Princes. | 
It might perhaps, have been more prudent in theſe 
two noblemen to have kept away from the court, on 
this occaſion, as their preſence, alone, might have 
tended to create ſuſpicions, at leaſt, if not a diſcovery 
of the defign : but the Queen inſiſted on their being 
preſent. They themſelves were ſo deſirous of revenge, 
and of exhibiting alſo to the world the ſhare they had 
in procuring the Prince of Conde's impriſonment, that 


they 
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they could not reſiſt this opportunity of gratifying 
themſelves: beſides the party of the Frondeurs were 
ſo well acquainted with the Cardinal's irreſolute diſ- 
poſition, that they judged it improper to leave him to 
himſelf in ſo critical a conjuncture. | 


ſome perſon had been taken into cuſtody at the Palais 
Royal, without mentioning whom, the people con- 
ceived a notion, that the Duke of Beaufort was the 
perſon: and, in conſequence of this notion, many of 
the citizens ran to arms, particularly thoſe reſiding 
near the markets, and near the gate dauphine. This 
example would have been generally followed, had 
not the Queen ſent in all haſte to the Duke, who had 
been, together with the Coadjutor, at the Duke of 
Orleans's palace, from the time that they had received 
the intelligence from Brillet. The tumult amongſt the 
people was ſo great, that, to pacify them, the Duke 
of Beaufort was obliged to ride through the ſtreets, 
from nine o'clock in the evening till two the next morn- 
ing, attended by between three and four hundred 
horfemen, with a number of lighted flambeaux, many 
of the populace crying out, . man with the 
great beard ought to be put to death, meaning the firſt 
preſident, and even laying hold of his horſe's bridle, 
to lead him to that quarter of the city in which the 
prefident reſided. . | 
During theſe tranſactions, ſome of the Prince's 
friends, who were aſſembled at the Hotel de Conde, 
propoſed to ſally out on horſeback, and to attack the 
Duke of Beaufort in the fireets, in order, by the con- 
fuſion, to miſlead the people, who might be induced 
thereby to imagine, that the Cardinal had concerted 
this enterprize; and indeed, had the affair been well 
conducted, it might have produced a favourable effect. 
But the propoſal was not adopted, every one being 
ſolely occupied with the thoughts of retiring from the 
city. The Dutcheſs de Longueville had ſet out, early 
in the night, for Normandy, eſcorted by the Duke 
de la Rochefoucault ; at the head of a party of iixty 
Horſe. The Duke de Bouillon took the rout of Bour- 
deaux; the Viſcount de Turenne that of Stenai, _ 
2 far on M. de 


A report having been circulated, in the city, that 
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M. de Bouteville, who was afterwards created Duke of 
Luxembourg and a Marſhal of France, with ſome 
others, that of Burgundy; in conſequence of Which 
diſpoſitions, it was judged, that the party of the 
Princes would, by the next day, have acquired a 
ſufficient degree of ſtrength. The citizens, however, 
manifeſted their joy on this occaſion by making bon- 
fires 1n the different parts of the city ; and moſt of them 
declared, that the Cardinal himſelf was no longer a 
Mazarin, after ſuch an action as this. 

The affair of the informations was now, therefore, 


eaſily decided. All thoſe who had been accuſed therein 


were acquitted of the charges brought againſt them, on 


terms more or leſs advantageous, according to the cir- 


cumſtances. The decree which Joli obtained was more 
favourable than any of the reſt; as he was, thereby, 


not only diſcharged from the accuſation againſt him, 
but was permitted, alſo, to continue the proceſs 


which he had inſtituted, in conſequence of the feigned 
aſſaſſination, It muft be acknowledged, that M. de 
Champlatreux contributed to obtain this deciſion : 


fearing leſt, as he had loſt the ſupport of the Prince of 


Conde, advantage might be taken of that circumſtance 
to urge the affair, of Joli's being fired at, againſt him.; 
which might eaſily have been effected, by the teſtimony 
of two witneſſes, whereby he might have been much 
embarraſſed, On this account, he made a propoſal 


to Joli, by the Duke de Noirmoutier, to give him 


2000 crowns,. to ſtop all further proceedings; which. 
offer cauſed. thoſe who were in the ſecret of the aſſaſſi- 
nation to ſmile, though, at the ſame time, they ſuſ- 


pected that there was ſome deſign concealed under it. 


Joli replied, that he was very ready to accept of the 


offer, but on condition, only that the whole tranſaction. 


ſhould be recorded by a notary. But this public me- 
thod of adjuſting the affair was not approved of by M. 


de Champlatreux; and the matter was, at length, 
fettled in a private manner; M. de Champlatreux en- 


gaging that, when the informations againſt Joli ſhould; 
be laid before the parliament, he and all his relations 


would quit the aſſembly, and would take no part 


whatever in the decifion thereon ; and. Joli, on his- 


tides, 
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1 MEMOIRS OF 
fide, promiſed, that he would drop the proſecution 
which had been commenced in his name. He would 
not have been permitted to have gone on with it, had 
he been ſo inclined ; for, - ſoon afterwards, the court 
iſſued an amneſty, in favour of the Marquis de 
Boulaye, and of all thoſe who were concerned in the 
tranſactions of the jith of December 1649. [The day 
on which the feigned attack was made on Joli.) | 

This amneſty confirmed the ſuſpicions which had 
formerly ariſen, that the Marquis had aQed totally 
under the Cardinal's directions: and this report gained 
ſtill greater predit, after that miniſter's death, the 
Marquis himſelf plainly inſinuating that. it was true; 
altho' he had always, hitherto ſpoken with much re- 
ſerve on the ſubject. But there is great reaſon to be- 
lieve, that, in this caſe, the Marquis was influenced by 
a deſire of exculpating himſelf from the blame of fo 
ſtrange an action, and of throwing it upon the Car- 
dinal. 5 . 

The Princes were treated with great harſhneſs dur- 
ing the firſt part of their confinement ; Cardinal Ma- 
zarin having committed them to the care of M. de 
Bar, a man of a ſavage diſpoſition, who imagined that 
his ill uſage of his priſoners would recommend him to 
the favour of the court. Their ſole conſolation, there- 
fore, was the correſpondence which, after the third 
or fourth day of their impriſonment, they contrived: 

to carry on with their friends. | | 

M. de Montreuil, the Prince of Conti's ſecretary, 
had the management of this correſpondence ; and he 
made uſe of ſuch ſubtil inventions, that M. de Bar 
| himſelf was frequently the agent, by whom he con- 
veyed to the Princes their friends letters. For this 
purpoſe, he cauſed a number of crown-pieces to be 
hollowed, fo as to ſcrew together; and ſome of theſe, 
containing letters, being mixed with other common 
ones, which were continually ſent to the priſoners, to 
ſerve them for counters, were often given to M. de 
Bar, and delivered by himſelf into their hands. The 
domeſtics who waited on them, and even one of M. 
de Bar's own valets, were often employed in the ſame 

| | N manner 3, 
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manner; not to mention the many other expedients 
which were N and for which priſoners are never 
at a loſs. 

But all theſe little firatagems afforded them but 
ſmall comfort, as the intelligence which they acquired 
thereby was far from being encouraging : for, al- en: 
though their friends were very active both within and 1 
without the kingdom, yet the Cardinal was always ſo ü 
fortunate as to diſcover their deſigns, and that fre- | | | 
quently, by means of the Frondeurs. For this reaſon, | 
his eminency, at firſt, conducted himfelf towards that 1 
party with the moſt fattering civility : but, his ſuc- ih 1 
ceſſes having rendered him too vain, he afterwards. . 
treated them with ſuch negle&, as compelled them to 
take thoſe meaſures, which reſtored the Princes to their 
liberty, and produced a confederacy againſt him, which 
was almoſt general. 

The firſt ſtep which the Cardinal took, reſpecting 
the Princes, after their impriſonment, was to ſend a 
declaration to the parliament, which was very badly 
drawn up, containing the reaſons for adopting that 
meaſure. This declaration would not have — 
its deſired effect, had not the replies made to it by the 
Prince's friends been conceived in ſtill worſe terms than 
the piece itſelf. | 

He next conducted the King and Queen to Rouen; 5 
at whoſe approach the Dutcheſs de Longueville Nein 
from thence to Dieppe, then into Flanders, and from 
thence ſhe went to join the Marſhal de Turenne at 
Stenai, The Duke de Richelieu, alſo, abandoned 

Havre, and thus the whole province, as well as thoſe 
places which the Duke de Longueville had poſſeſſed, 
was reduced to the King's ſubjection- The ſame ſuc- 
ceſs happened in Burgundy; where all thoſe places 
Which had declared for the Princes quickly ſurrendered, 
after the reduction of Bellegarde. 

In the mean time, the Princeſs Dowager [of Conde] 
| petitioned the parliament, for leave to reſide at Paris, 
in order to ſolicit her children's enlargement: but, 
through the influence of the Duke of Orleans, the 
Coadigtor and the Duke of. Beaufort, her application 
Wass 
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was rejected, although a ſtrong party, among whom 
was the firſt preſident, had been formed in ſupport of 
it. In order to effect her purpoſe, the Princeſs ſub. - 
mitted even to throw herſelf at the Coadjutor's feet, as 
he entered the Palais: a debaſement, which we can 
| ſcarcely pardon even in a mother, of her rank, how- 
ever deſolate her fituation might be, 

Some time after the Cardinal's return to Paris, he 
took a ſudden reſolution of marching with the army to 
Bourdeaux ; into which place the Princeſs Dowager 
and the Duke d'Enguien, as alſo the Dukes de Bouillon 
and de la Rochefoucault had been admitted, and had 
Prevailed on the parliament [of that city] to vote a 
petition to the King for the Princes enlargement. Moſt | 
of his eminency's friends adviſed him againſt this en- 
. terprize, as it would require a large number of troops, 
and the frontiers of Flanders would thereby be too 
much expoſed to the enemy, They alſo ſuggeſted to 
him, that the Princes friends might take the advan- 
tage of the abſence of the court, to enter into dan- 
gerous intrigues with the parliament and city of Paris; 
that it would be ſufficient,, to ſend an experienced 
general, with a body of troops, to quiet the diſturb- 
.ances at Bourdeaux, and, in ſhort, that as Paris 
was the head of all affairs, and the heart of the ſtate, 
no inducement whatever. ſhould prevail on him to 
quit that city. But the miniſter overlooked all theſe 
conſiderations : and, as the Spaniards had recently 
been compelled to raiſe the ſiege of Guiſe, with ſome 
Joſs, he concluded, that they would not ſo ſoon be in 
2 Capacity to undertake any freſh enterprize, before he 
had reduced Bourdeaux, which he expected to effect 
with as little difficulty as he had experienced in Bur- 
gundy and Normandy. . He therefore departed from 
Paris on this expedition with the King and Queen, 
leaving the care of the city to the Duke of Orleans, in 
quality of lieutenant-general of the crown, with M. 
le Tellier, one of the ſecretaries of ſtate, in whom 
the Cardinal placed the moſt implicit confidence. 

The Frondeurs, alſo, gave him the moſt poſitive 
aſſurances of a due obſervance of their late treaty with 
* and engaged to oppoſe any cabals which the 

Princes 
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Princes adherents might enter into, either with the 


parliament or the people, or even with the Duke of 
Orleans, into whoſe confidence the Coadjutor had been 
admitted, fince the diſgrace of the Abbe de la Riviere, 


whom his Royal Highneſs had diſcarded ſoon after the | 


impriſonment of the Princes. 

Cardinal Mazarin entruſted the Dutcheſs. de Chit 
reuſe and M. de Chateauneuf, the keeper of the ſeals, 
with the management of the Frondeurs ; the latter by 
means of his miſtreſs, Madame de Rhades; who went 


every evening to the Hotel de Chevreuſe, where the 


leaders of the party conſtantly met.. But, as the keep- 
er of the ſeals was grown old, and as Madame de 
Rhodes had no longer any other than an intereſted re- 
gard for him, ſhe preferred the ſervice of the Fron- 
deurs, before that of the Cardinal, to whom M. de 
Chateauneuf himſelf v was not very well affected at the 
bortom, 

All the Cardinal's precautions could not, therefore, 
avert the inconveniencies which his friend had pre- 


dicted to him. As the ſiege of Bourdeaux laſted longer 


than he had expected, this circumſtance gave the Spa- 
niards an opportunity of re-entering the territories of 
France, and of making themſelves maſters of Capel, 
Rhetel and Chateau Porcien. The Prince's friends, 


alſo, found means to induce the parliament [of Paris]! 


to take into conſideration the ſtate of affairs at Bour- 


deaux, from whence two deputies had been ſent to 


Paris with letters. 

Theſe two incidents began to give a new turn to 
affairs. The near approach of the Spaniards, whoſe 
ſituation at Rhetel had rendered the ſafety of Vin- 
cennes very hazardous, obliged the court to think of 
removing the Princes from thence to ſome place of 
greater ſecurity : but the great difficulty was to-fix on 
a ſpot proper for the purpoſe. The Cardinal propoſed 
Havre: but the Princes agents oppoſed the Choice of 
that place with their utmoſt power; neither did the 
Frondeurs at all approve of it, as being ſo immediate- 
ly under the CardinaPs command. That party would 
Racy” poetorves the Baſtile, of which they were almoſt 

the 
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the maſters ; ; and this was the opinion of the Coadju- - 
tor and the Duke of Beaufort. But M. le Tellier ſet. 
in motion every engine, to induce the Duke of Orle- 
ans to reject this propoſal and to adopt that of the Car- 
dinal. The Marquis de Laigues, having been con- 
ſulted on the ſubject by the Duke of Orleans, approv- 
_ ed of neither propoſal ; eſpecially of the firſt, as the 
Duke had no power whatever over the citadel of Havre. 
His Royal Highneſs, therefore, after many deliberati- 
ons, determined, of his own motion, to remove the 
Princes to Mzrcoufli ; which place had not yet Joon 
thought of by any one. 

| This meaſure proved very diſagreeable t to che- court: 
and, when the Cardinal was informed of it, he accuſ- 
ed the Coadjutor of having projected it, purpoſely to 
get the Princes into his hands, under the ſanction of 
his Royal Highneſs's name. He was alſo much of- 
fended at the Duke of Orleans's having ſent the Mar- 
quis de Verderonne and the Count d'Avaux, to treat 
with the Archduke on ſome further propoſals which 
had been lately made by that Prince; charging this 
alſo to the account of the Coadjutor, who, he ſaid, 
was deſirous of making a peace without his participa- 
tion *Tis certain, that this negatiation, was carried 
rather too far; for although the Archduke had ſent 
Don Gabriel de Toledo to Paris on this buſineſs, yet 
it afterwards appeared, that his deſign therein was 
ſolely to embroil affairs till more, as, when the Pope's. 
nuncio and the Venetian ambaſſador, who had been 
appointed mediators, had advanced, in that quality, 
as far as Nanteuil, he abſolutely refuſed to grant them 
the neceſſary. paſsports, to enable them. to pong to 
the place appointed for a congreſs. 

His eminency was alſo much diſpleaſed that the 
parliament had, at the inſtigation of his Royal High- 
neſs, ſent ſome of their body to the King, under pre- 
text of acquainting his Majeſty with the propoſitions- 
made by the deputies from Bourdeaux; but, in reali- 
ty, to endeavour to accommodate the affairs. of that 
city. The Cardinal confidered this as an artifice- of 
the Coadjutor s, to deprive him of the glory of reduc- 
ing Bourdeaux by force. 
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The freedom with which the Cardinal expreſſed his 
ſentiments on this ſubject, created a great coolneſs be- 
tween him and the Coadjutor, who now began to give 
ear to ſome propoſals, on the part of the Princes, 
made to him by M. Arnauld, the general of the Cara- 
biniers, his and their common friend, to whom he 
granted ſeveral ſecret audiences thereon, during the 
night. He, however, concealed his reſentment, al- 
though he plainly perceived, that the Cardinal ſought 
a pretext to quarrel, and that he ſhould ſoon be obliged 
to drop his connection with him, ſeeing that the. 
Princes party had taken ſuch meaſures as would ren- 
der it impoſſible for the Frondeurs to continue in oppo- 
fition to them, without forfeiting the favour both of 
the city and the parliament. = . 

Indeed, the Prince's friends were ſo elevated by 
tbeir ſucceſs in the parliament, reſpecting the affair of 
Bourdeaux, that they talked of preſenting remon- 
ſtrances, not only for the enlargement of the Princes, 
but alſo for the removal of the Cardinal from his Ma- 
jeſty's councils and dominions :. and, as the Coadjutor 
and the Frondeurs ſpoke in very ambiguous terms on the 
ſubject, this conduct did them great diſſervice with the 
people, whoſe hatred to the Cardinal was not at all di- 

miniſhed. : 8 | LE gd 
The Princes party had alſo hired a number of adven- 
turers, who, mingling with the croud, in the hall of 
the Palais, and loudly inveighing againſt the Cardinal; 
excited a great ferment amongſt the people, who repeat- 
edly ſhouted, ©* God ſave the King! God fave the Prin- 
«© ces! down with the Cardinal!” and the tumult pro- 
ceeded to ſuch a height, that it was with the greateſt 
difficulty that the Duke of Orleans's guards, though 7. 
headed by the Duke of Beaufort, could clear a paſ- 1 
ſage for his Royal Highneſs through the croud, hav- 
ing been repulſed twice or thrice in the attempt. The 
Coadjutor too, as the ſtory goes, was attacked one 
day, by a gentleman, with a poniard in his hand, 
whom he boaſted to have diſarm'd: however, he ne- 
ver would mention the name of the party, although - 
he always declared that he was very well acquainted - 
with his perſon. But it 1s ſcarcely probable that an 
„ 5 incident: 
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incident of this nature ſhould have happened, in the 
great hall of the Palais, without any perſon's being . 


witneſs to it. Beſides, thoſe who were beſt acquaint- 
ed with the Coadjutor's character knew full-well, that 


he was as incapable of keeping a ſecret of this kind, 
as he was of concealing the favours which he received 
from the ladies. _ . EOS | 

However, the Frondeurs continuing faithful to their 


engagements with the Cardinal, no reſolution was ta- 
ken againſt his eminency, or in favour of the Princes; 


and all the deliberations of the parliament, - on the 
affairs of Bourdeaux, terminated with ſending a ſe- 
cond deputation to the court, with propoſitions, which 


were, at length, acceded to. A treaty was therefore 


ſigned; the chief articles of which were, that the 


Duke d' Epernon, the governor of that province, ſhould 


be recalled ; that a general amneſty ſhould be granted 


to the city, and to all thoſe who had taken up arms, 
e to the Dukes de Bouillon and de la 

ochefoucault ; and that the Princeſs Dowager ſhould 
be permitted to retire, with the Prince her ſon, either 
to Montrond, or to one of her eſtates in the Province 
of Anjou. | | 5 


This affair being adjuſted, the parliament broke up 


their meeting: but the Princes partizans were not on 


that account the leſs indefatigable in their intrigues, 


to render the people favourable to their cauſe. Amongſt 


other methods which they took, to increaſe the popular 
reſentment againſt the Cardinal, they one morning ex- 


poſed to view a halt-length picture of his eminency, 
in his robes, which they faſtened to a poſt, the cord 
paſſing round the neck of the figure, to repreſent a per- 


ſon hanging upon A gibbet, with a written paper af- : 


fixed thereto, contajning a liſt of the crimes for which 


he had been doomed to death. Two of theſe pictures 
were expoſed; one at the Croix du Tiroir, and the 


other at the end of the New Bridge, oppoſite the ſtreet 


of Dauphine : and this Bagatelle had ſuch an effect on 


the populace, that an exempt was near being killed 
by them, in attempting to take down one of the pic- 


Another 
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Another circumſtance alſo cauſed a great diſturbance 


in the city. This was the aſſaſſination of one of the 


Duke of Beaufort's gentlemen, named Saint-Eglan, 
who was killed, ateleven o'clock at night, in the ſtreet 
of S. Honore, as he was going, in the Duke's coach, 


to fetch him from the Hotel de Montbazon. This 


murder occaſioned much ſpeculation : ſome pretended 
to believe that the perſons G whom it was committed 
were nothing more than common robbers; many im- 
puted it to the machinations of. the Prince of Conde's 
friends; but the moſt received opinion, and which 


the Princes emiſſaries took great pains to inculcate, 


was, that the Cardinal was the author of it, but that 
the aſſaſſins had made a miſtake, the Duke of Beau- 
fort being the perſon whom they meant to have at- 
tacked. Be that as it may; the real ſtate of the tranſ- 
action hath ever remained a ſecret; thoſe who were 
executed for the fact having ſimply declared, that the 
perſon who headed them on the occaſion had made his 
eſcape; and that they knew nothing further of him, 
than that he had formerly ſerved in one of the Prince 
of Conde's regiments. - | | 

| Upon opening the body of one of theſe wretches, 


which had been delivered to the ſurgeons for diſſec - 


tion, all the, internal parts were found to be tranſpoſ- 


ed; the heart and ſpleen being placed on the right, 


and the liver on the left fide. This was conſidered as 
a phenomenon ; but the ſame extraordinary confor- 
mation was afterwards diſcovered in the body of one 
of the canons of Nantes, who died much about the 

{ame time. | | | | 
During this time, the Prince's friends exerted their 
utmoſt endeavours, to engage the Coadjutor in their 
intereſts, without which they plainly ſaw that no- 
thing could be effected with the Duke of Orleans. 
They had learnt, alſo, that the Coadjutor highly re- 
ſented the complaints which the Cardinal made againſt 
him; and had opened his mind on the ſubject to the 
Dutcheſs de Chevreuſe. This lady repreſented to him, 
that it would be great imprudence, on ſuch flight 
grounds, to quit the party of the court, and to em- 
brace the intereſts of the Prince of Conde, whoſe 
| - ſincerity, 


— — 


—. 
e 
_— ů —— 

— 
222 I 


1 MEMOIRS OF 
ſincerity, after what had paſſed, might juſtly be ſuf. f 
pected by him; that he ought not to give ear tq ſuch 1 
reports, as might, poſſibly, be ſpread by the Andes = 
emiſſaries, to delude him, and which, even if they | 
ſhould prove to be true, were not of ſufficient im- | 
portance to juſtify his proceeding to extremities ; and, 
in ſhort, that, before he came to any reſolution, he 
ought firſt to demand of the court the performance of 
its promiſe, to nominate him to a Cardinalſhip, which 
would prove the unerring teſt of its good or evil in- 
tentions towards him, | 
The Coadjutor pretended not to yield to theſe ar- 
guments, declaring that he would not condeſcend to 
aſk any favour whatever of the Cardinal; but, as the 
Dutcheſs de Chevreuſe was ſenſible how much his 
heart was ſet upon this affair, ſhe therefore, without 
his knowledge, ſpoke to M. le Tellier on the ſubject, 
deſiring him to write to the Cardinal, without delay, 
and to repreſent to him, the abſolute neceſſity of re- 
taining the Coadjutor in his intereſts, whatever it 
might coſt him. But M. le Tellier declined the un- 
dertaking, well-knowing that the propoſition would 
Not be at all approved by the Cardinal; and the 
| Dutcheſs therefore wrote herſelf to his eminency, who 
returned an anſwer, couched in ſuch general terms, 
as, in his language, had no determinate meaning; 
not omitting, however, to give her ſome diſtant hopes 
of his compliance. „„ | ; | 
This letter of the Cardinal's ſerved to retain the 
Coadjutor in his intereſts for ſome time longer, till he 
learnt that his eminency had, upon a certain occaſion, 
let fall ſome virulent expreſſions againſt him and his 
friends. [he Dutcheſs de Chevreuſe, alſo, began, 
from this circumſtance, to entertain ſome diſtruſt of 
the Cardinal, who had included her friend, the Mar- 
quis de Laigues, in the refl-Gions which he had. 
thrown out, ſaying that the Marquis was ſtill too 
much of the ſame complexion with the Coadjutor to 
be confided in. For this .reaſon, immediately upon 
the court's return to Fontainbleau, the Dutcheſs went 
thither, to demand a more explicit declaration of the 
miniſter's intentions reſpecting the Coadjutor : but 
| 5 not 
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not being able to obtain any ſatisfactory anſwer from N 
h bis eminency, -ſhe told him, at taking leave, that ſhe Will 
3 could not diſpenſe with giving the Coadjutor ſome in- lit 4 
y timation of his indifference reſpecting him. The Car- "My 
6 dinal, however, upon more mature reflection, ſent the _ il f 
. next morning, to invite the Dutcheſs to a ſecond con- 1H 
e ference; and, having learnt that ſhe had already ſet 11 
f out on her return, he next ſent, in great haſte, for Jl 
h the Marquis de Laigues, to whom be gave an al- 1 1 1 
5 moſt abſolute promiſe on the ſubject; fearing leſt qi! 


the Coadjutor,- ſhould traverſe his deſigns of returning it 
to Paris, and of removing the Princes to Havre de 1 
Grace. . | 2s | | kit 

The Queen was ſo much bent upon this deſign, that 
ſhe made it the firſt ſubje& of her conference with the 
Duke of Orleans, at Fontainbleau, earneſtly preſſing 
him, either to take the immediate care of the Princes 
upon himſelf, or to permit their removal to Havre, 


er OG oo Oo 


5 His Royal Highneſs, for ſome time, continued firm 
t in his refuſal, but at length yielded to the Queen's 
5 importunities: and the Cardinal, apprehending that 
be might again alter his mind, directed M. Le Tel- 
e lier to make out the neceſſary orders with all poſſible 
ö diſpatch; enjoining him, at the ſame time, to keep 


himſelf ſo carefully concealed, that if the Duke of Or- 


| leans ſhould ſend for him, to prohibit him from put- 
Y ting thoſe orders into execution, his intention might 

| thereby be rendered ineffectual: which circumſtance 
happened as the Cardinal had foreſeen ; but it was not 
| . too Tate; we < | 


| ; This meaſure, of removing the Princes, proved a 
1 very ſenfible mortification to their friends, who had, 
for ſome time paſt, been employed in forming a 
ſcheme, which they had almoſt brought to perfection, 
for letting them at liberty. With this view, they had 
bribed four of the ſoldiers out of the ſeven of which 
the guard in the Princes apartment conſiſted, ,who en- 
gaged either to make themiſelves maſters of their com- 
panions, or to poniard them, in caſe they ſhould reſiſt. 
They had alſo ſecured the afliſtance of ſome of the of- 
ficers and men, who did duty without, on the terrace 
71 5 1 | of 
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| of the caſtle of Marcouſſi, at the foot of which a man 


was to be ready with a boat, to convey the Princes 
over the ditch, whilſt the Duke de Nemours, with 
a ſtrong eſcort, ſhould be in waiting, at the dif. 
tance of twenty paces, to conduct them to ſome place 
of ſafety. | | + 


Thus, the Count d*Harcourt, who had taken upon 


himſelf the charge of conducting the Princes to Havre, 
executed his commiſſion without any difficulty: but 
he was much cenſured on the occaſion by all well in- 


tentioned men, who looked upon the action as unwor- 


thy the high reputation which he had deſervedly ac- 
23 in the world. The following lines, upon the 


ubject, were compoſed by the Prince of Conde, on 


the road from Marcouſſi to Havre: 


That man, fat and ſhort, in hift'ry renowned, 

The great Count Harcourt, with glory all crowned 
Who Cazel relieved, and retook Turin, 

Is now the Bumb- Bailey of Jules Mazarin. 


Some ſhort time after, the court being returned to 
Paris, the Dutcheſs de Chevreuſe took occaſton to preſs 
his eminency to a performance of his engagement with 


the Coadjutor, reſpecting his nomination to the Car- 
dinalſhip, But that miniſter, ſeeing the Princes in his 


power, and flattering himſelf that he had nothing to 


fear from any further attempts of his opponents, now 
altered his tone, and peremptorily refuſed to perform 
the promiſes he had made to the Marquis de Laigues, 
on that ſubject, at. Fontainbleau. The Coadjutor al- 
ways predicted this event, and the Dutcheis de Chev- 
reuſe had, for ſome time paſt, leaned to the ſame op1- 
nion, but her attachment to the court was ſuch, that 
all the attempts made by the Princes party to engage 
her in their intereſts muſt have proved ineffectual, had 
they not hit upon the expedient of propoſing to her a 
marriage between Miſs de Chevreuſe and the Prince of 
Conti. | 


This project had originally been concerted between 
Madame de Rhodes and the Princeſs Palatine, in 
whom the Princes placed an entire confidence. The 


|  Coadjutor and Miſs de Chevreuſe earneſtly wiſhed for 


its 


>= 
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its accompliſhment: but the caſe was otherwiſe with 


the Dutcheſs de Chevreuſe; who received the propo- 


ſal, at firſt, with great coolneſs, on account of the 


ſtrong oppoſition made to it by the Marquis de Laigues, 
who, as well as the Marquis de Noirmoutier, mani- 
feſted much reluctancy to break with the Cardinal, 


with whoſe conduct, towards them, they had good 


cauſe to be ſatisfied. Beſides, theſe two gentlemen 


had perfonal reaſons to oppoſe any accommodation- 


with the Prince of -Conde, of whoſe revenge and fic- 


kleneſs they were very apprehenſive. They alledged, 


that they had every thing to fear from the Prince of 
Conde, and ſcarcely any thing from the Cardinal, 


who, although it were poſſible, that he might not rea- 


dily grant them all their demands, would ſtill be 
obliged to obſerve them to a certain degree; and, in 
ſhort, that the propoſed marriage was not a ſuffi- 


cient pledge of ſecurity to them, even ſhould” the 
Prince fulfil that article; which it was very likely he 


would not do, when once he ſhould have obtained his 


: liberty. 


Theſe arguments were, indeed, plauſible, and well 
calculated to make an impreſſion on the minds of the 


Frondeurs. But the article of the marriage was kept 


ſo profoundly ſecret, that none of the party knew any 
thing of it, except M. Caumartin, who acquired ſome 
intelligence of it, in virtue of his being the friend of 


Madame de Rhodes, and the confident of the Coadju- 
tor and the Dutcheſs de Chevreuſe, by whom he was 
much eſteemed ; for, although very young, he poſ- 


ſeſſed a moſt pliant and amiable diſpoſition, together 
with a great fund. of knowledge in parliamentary bu- 
fineſs; on which latter account, either he, or Joli, 
was always emploved by the Coadjutor, to draw up 
the heads of his harangucs in the parliament, and fre- 


quently both of them together. 


At length, by dint of affiduity, Miſs de Chevreuſe, 
Madame de Rhodes, the Coadjutor, and Caumartin 
obtained the concurrence of the Dutcheſs de Chevreuſe 
and the Marquis de Laigues both to the marriage and 


the treaty with the Princes: the Coadjutor was im- 


powered to negociate with the Princes, whilſt the 
| Dutcheſs, 
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Dutcheſs, on her part, ſhould uſe every endeavour to t 
procure the conſent of the Duke of Orleans: a mea- t 
ſure not eaſily to be effected. Not but that his Royal te 
Highneſs readily admitted the neceſſity of reducing the 1 
too great authority of the Cardinal; that the oppor- t 
tunity of doing this would be irretrievably loſt, if they C 


waited till the King came of age, which period ap- 
proached very faſt, and, in ſhort, that the ſole means b 
of attaining this end would be to unite with the 1 
Princes. The Count de Bethune, in whom the Duke a 
of Orleans placed an unlimited confidence, contribut- # 
ed greatly to make him ſenſible of this neceſſity: but 0 
his Royal Highneſs conſtantly dreaded. the conſequences 5 
of this reunion, imagining that the Prince of Condé ; 
would be too much aggrandized thereby. He, how- 
ever, at length, yielded his concurrence, upon a pro- c 
poſition being made for the Duke d'Enguien's eſpouſal = 
of Mademoiſelle d'Orleans. | t 
Theſe preliminaries being adjuſted, nothing now re- . 
mained but to enter into written engagements: but 1 
i 
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here a freſh difficulty aroſe; for ſome of the Princes 
friends, who had commenced a private negotiation 
with the Cardinal, from whom they had received aſ- 
ſurances of their Highneſſes ſpeedy releaſement, were 
of opinion that no reſolution ought to be taken, till 
it was ſeen what would be the reſult of theſe aſſu- 
rances. Others of the party maintained, on the con- | 
trary, that, his eminency meant only to delude them, | 
and that nothing was to be expected, but what they | 
could wreſt from him by force; to which end the aſ- | 
ſiſtance of the Froudeurs was indiſpenſably neceſſary. 
But that which proved the greateſt obſtacle to the com- 
pletion of this bufineſs, was an article, which the 
Frondeurs inſiſted on inſerting in the treaty, binding 
the Princes to co-operate with them, in their endea- 
vours to procure the Cardinal's removal; to which 
many of the other party would by no means be induc- 
ed to accede, being profeſſed Mazarins, and ſworn. 
foes to the Frondeurs. F To 
Nevertheleſs, as the Prince of Conde had entruſted 
the ſole care of this negotiation to the Princeſs Pala- 
tine, the preſident Viole, and M. de Croiſſi, who were 
| | | 5 totally 
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totally uninfluenced by any regard for the Cardinal, 
they gave no heed to the above conſiderations, but en- 
tered into conference with the Coadjutor, who reſort- 

ed for that purpoſe, every night, incognito, to the Ho- 
tel of the Princeſs Palatine, whiter s he Was often ac- 
companied by Caumartin. | 
This tranſaction, ' however, was not carried on ſo 
wa but that the Cardinal received intimation of 
but as the intelligence was extremely vague, and- 
as he was then in treaty with ſome of the principal 
friends of the Princes, he gave himſelf very little con- 
cern on the ſubject ; imagining that his great ſucceſſes 
in Normandy, Burgundy, and at Bourdeaux had ren- 
dered him invincible. | 
As Rhetel, on the frontiers of Champagne, was the | 
only place, which ſtill remained in poſſeſſion of they 
enemy, his eminency determined to attempt the reduc- 
tion of it in perſon ; and, his good fortune ſtill atteng- 
ing him, he not only ſubdued Rhetel, but acquired 
a ſtill greater advantage from the defeat of the army 
under the Viſcount de Turenne, by that of the King, 
commanded by the Marſhal du Pleſſis, near Saume- 
puis: after which he returned in triumph to Paris, full 
of the idea, that all his opponents muſt now, inevita- 
bly, quit the field. 

But he quickly found his error: for, in conſequence 7 
of the treaty with the Princes having been ſigned, a 
few days after his arrival, the Princeſs Dowager of 
Conde preſented a petition, together with a letter - 
from the Princes, which were . 2h under gonſidera- 
tion by the parliament, in ſpite of all the artifices of 
the Cardinal to prevent it; and it was, at length, de- 
termined to preſent remonſtrances to the King and 
Queen, and to requeſt the Duke of Orleans to inter- 

Poſe his authority towards procuring the nme 
of the Princes. 

His Royal Highneſs had taken no partin theſe deter- 
minations, altho' he publicly avowed his wiſhes for the 
Princes liberty, and had openly declared, that their 
removal to Havre had been effected without his con- 
ſent: but, as his treaty with them was not as yet con- 
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cluded, he did not think proper to engage himſelf be- 
fore he had provided for his ſafety. : 

At length, the whole buſineſs was adjuſted by the 
Coadjutor, who concluded two. treaties with the Prin- 
ceſs Palatine, to whom the Prince of Conde had ſent 

full powers for that purpoſe, written on a piece of 
Mate; the Dutcheſs de Longueville alſo having pro- 
miſed, in the name of the Princes, to_ratify any en- 
gagements which their agents ſhould enter into, in 
their behalf. The firſt treaty, which related to the 
Duke of Orleans in particular, ſtipulated, that the 
Prince of Conde ſhould eſpouſe one of the Princeſſes, 
his Royal Highneſs's daughters ; together with ſeveral 
other conditions, all declaratory of the moſt firm 
friendſhip and attachment in the contracting parties, 
The ſecond treaty concerned the Coadjutor, the Duke 
of Beaufort, and the reſt of the party, of whom, how- 
ever, the majority were totally ignorant of this whole 
tranſaction. It conſiſted chiefly of the article reſpect- 
ing Miſs de Chevreuſe's marriage with the Prince of 
Conti, including a reciprocal engagement to act in 
concert againſt the Cardinal, and of another, for ſe- 
curing to the Duke of Beaufort the command of the 
fleet, to which poſt, the Prince of Conde thereby gave 
up all claim. This treaty was ſigned by the Coadju- 
tor and the Duke of Beaufort, from whom great care 
had been taken to conceal the article of the marriage 
of Miſs de Chevreuſe, left Madame de Montbazon, 
through her jealouſy of that lady and her mother, the 
Dutcheſs, ſhould break off the affair: and the Coad- 
jutor, in reading the treaty, dexterouſly ſkipped over 
that clauſe, without the Duke's perceiving the decep- 
tion. It has even been pretended that, the more ea- 
ſily to obtain the Duke of Beaufort's concurrence, a 

. promiſe was made, in the name of the Princes, of a 
conſiderable ſum of money to Madame de Montbazon, 
Nothing now remained, but to fix on the proper mode 
of proceeding, in order to ſet the Princes at liberty. 
On this ſubject, opinions were divided: ſome decla- 
red for ſeizing the perſon of the Cardinal, and con- 
fining him in the Baſtile ; for which ſervice the Coad- 
jutor propoſed the Marquis de Chandenier, the firſt 
=: | N captain 
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captain of the King's guards, for whom he offered to 


be reſponſible: and the matter was carried ſo far, that 
the Coadj utor ſent notice io many of his friends, that 
the deſign was to be executed on ſuch a vight, on 
which M. Tubeuf, the ſuperintendant' to the Queen, 
was to give an entertainment to the Cardinal, deſir- 
ing them to hold themſelves in readineſs on the o- 
caſion. ; 

But, as the Duke of Orleans could not be pre- 
vailed on to yield his conſent to this meaſure, it was, 


therefore, reſolved, to importune the Count for an 


anſwer to the partiament's remonſtrances, which had 
been hitherto delayed, under various pretexts, and 
through the intrigues of the firſt preſident, who, 
although a friend of the Princes, couid not bear that 
the Frondeurs ſhould have the reputation of procur- 
ing their enlargement. Bur the parliament was now 
ſo urgent in its applications, that the court did not 
think it prudent any longer to reſiſt; more eſpecially 


as ſeveral of the members had lately renewed ſome pro- 


ceedings againſt the Cardinal. The Queen, therefore, 
in an{wer to the remonſtrances, declared, that ſhe 
was willing to grant the Princes their liberty : but, as 
the Dutcheſs de Longueville and the Viſcount de 
Turenne ftill kept poſſeſſion of Stenai, they ought firſt 


to ſurrender that city to the King, and return to their 
obedience : after which her Majeſty would give the 


neceſſary orders towards ſatisfying the wiſhes of the 


| parliament, This anſwer was conſidered as an artifice 


of the Cardinal, to gain time, and to evade a com- 
pliance with the intention of the remonſtrances, by a 
captious propofition, which tended to delay, at leaſt, 
the affair of the Princes enlargement, if not totally to 
ſet it aſide. 


Immediately, therefore, after this anſwer had been 


read, in the parliament, ſome of the members of the 
court of inqueſts declared, that it was neceſſary to pro- 
ceed to a deliberation thereon ; with which the firſt 


Preſident found himſelf obliged to acquieſce ; the 
Coadjutor having acquainted the aſſembly, that the 


Duke of Orleans judged it requiſite to the public wel- 
fare that the Princes ſhould be ſet at liberty. 
Vol. . * " "The 
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The debates laſted a conſiderable time, "A the 


| Frondturs and the Princes party differed widely in 
their ſentiments on the ſubject; the firſt ſtill de- 


claring for the Cardinal's removal, whilſt the lat- 
ter, with equal zeal, oppoſed the meaſure, At length, 
ſome of the members having adviſed an 1nvitation 
to be ſent to the Duke of Orleans, requeſting him to 
take his ſeat in the aſſembly, the propoſal was univer- 
ſally adopted. His Royal Highneſs declined comply- 
ing with this requeſt for ſeveral days, but, at laſt, he 
yielded ; having taken great offence at ſome expreſſions . 
which the bol had uſed in the council, ſaying 


that the parliament of Paris ſeemed inclined to follow 
the example of that of England, and comparing the 
Coadjutor and the Duke of Beaufort to Fairfax and 


Cromwell. Theſe expreſſions, by which the miniſter 
meant to render that party odious, produced a quite 
contrary effect: inſomuch, that his Royal Highneſs 
told her Majeſty, in plain terms, that he would never 
again ſet foot in the council, whilſt the Cardinal con- 
tinued in it, | >. 
In this temper of mind, his Royal Highneſs re- 
ſolved to go to the parliament, although the Queen 
uſed every endeavour to diſſuade him therefrom, and to 
prevail on him to return to the council: for this pur- 


pole, her Majeſty offered to conduct the King to the 
Luxembourg palace, attended by # ſingle equerry, 


and without his guards, to manifeſt the confidence ſhe 
placed in him, (the Duke) and to remove the jealouſy 
he had conceived, on account of the orders which had 


been given to the gendarmes and the light horſe to hold 


themſelves in readineſs, in caſe their aſſiſtance ſhould 
be wanted. But this produced no effect. The Car— 
dinal, therefore, perceiving that nothing was to be 
expected from his Royal Highneſs, diſpatched the 
Marſhal de Grammont, a friend of the Prince of 
Conde, in all haſte to Havre, to treat with the Princes 
cn the terms of their releaſcment ; but witbout im- 
powering kim to conclude upon any thing. In the 
mean time, the Duke of Orleans having taken his ſeat 
in the parliament, the court, being deſirous to put a 
ſtop to their deliberations, ſent the Marquis de Rhodes, 

| Ns | | 3 


the grand maſter of the ceremonies, with a letter de 
Cachet, requiring the attendance of the whole com- 

any, at nine o'clock, at the Palais Royal, there to 
be acquainted with his Majeſty's further pleaſure. 
The firſt Preſident recommended obedience to this 
order; but ſeveral of the counſellors of the court of 


inqueſts oppoſed the meaſure ; obſerving that it had 


been already agreed not to pay any attention to thoſe 


letters de Cachet, which the court was continually - 


ſending, and that, as his Royal Highneſs was then 
preſent, it was neceſſary to proceed to the conſideration 
of the matter before them. This advice would cer- 


tainly have been adopted, in ſpite of all the efforts of 


the firſt Prefident, had not the Duke of Orleans pro- 
poſed to ſend deputies, forthwith, to the Palais Royal, 
to learn her Majeſty's pleaſure, and that, in the mean 
time, the aſſembly ſhould continue fitting, in order 
to take the Queen's anſwer into immediate conſidera- 
tion. The firſt Preſident and ſome other members were 
accordingly deputed on this buſineſs, and three hours 
elapſed before they, returned, during which time his 
Royal Highneſs remained in the aſſembly. When the 
deputies had again taken their ſeats, the firſt Pre- 
ſident, with the moſt palpable affeQation, in order to 


impreſs a high idea. of the dignity of the court. de- 


clared that their acceſs to the Palais Royal had been 
rendered very difficult, by the long train 'of carriages, 
and the great throng of courtiers; but that, having 
been, at length, admitted to an audience, the Kin 
and Queen, the Duke of Anjou, the Cardinal, and 
ſeveral other great officers of the ſtate being preſent, 
the keeper of the ſeals addreiſed them in the following 
ſpeech ; | | 


« Gentlemen, 


© The Queen has commanded your attendance, pur- 


«© poſely to acquaint you that, for theſe two days paſt, 
a report has been aſſiduouſly circulated by the Coad- 
jutor, with the malevolent deſign of exciting the 
« public reſentment, that Cardinal Mazarin, on a late 
* occaſion, uttered ſome very injurious expreſſions 
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againſt your body. Her Majeſty, by this method, 
aſſures you that the accuſation is falſe, and informs 
you of what paſſed in the council on Wednefday laſt, 
the time alluded to by the Coadjutor ; when, in 
the courſe of a conſultation on the ſtate of public 
affairs, the Cardinal ſaid, that he was convinced 
that the evil deſigns in agitation were not levelled at 
him alone, but at the King's authority alſo ; that 
the male-contents having once effected their purpoſes 
againſt him, would not ſtop there, but would next 
attack the Duke of Orleans, and afterwards the 

ueen, and that the Coadjutor was the chief in- 
ſtigator of all this diſorder and tumult ; to which 
his Royal Highneſs replied, that the charge brought 
by the Cardinal was ill founded, and that the 
miniſter, and his bad conduct were the ſole objects 
of their deſigns : : that, after the council broke up, 
his Royal Highneſs complained to the Queen of the 
expreſſions which the Cardinal had uſed on the 
occaſion, and, on the next day, ſent the Marſhal 
de Villeroi and M. le Tellier, to acquaint her 
Majeſty, that he would not attend the council again, 
ſo long as the Cardinal ſhould continue in it: at 
which - determination her Majeſty 1s, the more 
chagrined, as ſhe has always acted with the greateſt 
unreſerve towards his Royal Highneſs, never con- 


cealing from him the moſt ſecret deliberations, and 


that ſhe cannot but impute his conduct in this caſe, 
to the evil ſuggeſtions of the Coadjutor ; that with 
reſpect to the releaſement of the Princes, her Majeſty 
wiſhes for that even ſtill more earneſtly than he does, 


who ought rather to fear it; and, finally, that ſhe 


conjures his Royal Highneſs to return immediately 
to his ſeat in the council, where every thing waits 
but for his preſence, to be replaced upon its former 


footing.” 
The firſt Preſident 1 acquainted the aſfembly, 


that this ſpeech was ſucceeded by one from the Queen 
herſelf, who ordered them to acquaint his Royal High- 
neſs, that ſhe could not ſufficiently expreſs the uneaſi- 
neſs ſhe felt on the account of his retiring from the 


council, 


Sur Jobka 7 an 


council, and that ſhe ; conjured him to return, aſſuring 
him that he. ſhould rule, in all caſes, with a power 
equal to her own; that ſhe afterwards promiſed them, 
that the King ſhould not quit the city, and, finally, 
that ſhe was ready to grant the Princes their liberty, 
free of all conditions, and that, at the return of the 
Marſhal de Grammont from Havre, it would be ſeen 
which of the two was moſt defirous of their enlarge- 
ment, herſelf or the Coadjutor, againſt whoſe infinua- 
tions ſhe begged his Royal Highneſs to be upon his 
guard. The Count de Brienne, one of the ſecretaries 
of Rate, then delivered to the parliament a writing, 
which contained a confirmation of the firſt prefident's 
recital, and, addrefling himſelf to the Duke of Orleans, 
acquainted him, that the Queen earneſtly requeſted his 
preſence at the Palais Royal, where ſhe wiſhed to 
confer with him on the preſent ſtate of affairs. His 
Royal Highneſs replied, that as the report which had 
been made by the firſt Preſident was of the utmoſt im- 
portance, he muſt firſt know the ſentiments of the 
aſſembly thereon, before he could determine on the 
conduct which he ought to purſue on the occaſion. 
The firſt prefident inſtantly anſwered, that his Royal 
Highneſs ought to comply with her Majeſty's deſire; 
that his refuſal would create a general tumult and con- 
| fuſion in the ſtate; that every thing might be ad- 
juſted by the propoſed conference; or, if that ſhould. 
fail, that the parliament would then ſubmit itſelf im- 
plicitly to his Royal Highneſs's direction; and that ge 
conjured him, by his regard for the welfare and peace 1 
of the kingdom, no longer to reject her Majeſty's - W 
ſolicitations. Having proceeded thus far, with great * 
energy and vehemence, the firſt Preſident now ſtopped $ 
ſhort in his harangue : his eyes were filled with tears, 
and his whole carriage exhibited the ſtrongeſt marks 
of grief: he ſeemed at a loſs for words to expreſs him- 
ſelf farther, and concluded in theſe terms: Ab! Sir, 
do not bring ruin on the kingdom ; you have ever borne 4 
lender affection to the King | 3 
This ſpeech had ſuch an effect upon the aſſembly, 
that a general filence enſued; no one daring to in- 
terfere, in ſo delicate a conj uncture. The Duke ot - 
| | Orleans. 
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10 MEMOIRS OF 
Orleans briefly replied, that he would not refuſe to 
wait on her Majeſty, if the parliament ſhould adviſe 
bim to it, whatever ſubje& he might have for diſtruſt. 
But this he ſaid in a manner and tone ſo irreſolute, that 
it only encreaſed the general embarraſſment. The firſt 
Preſident, therefore, laid hold on this occaſion, to 
teiterate his former arguments, and he would, poſſibly, 
have at length ſucceeded in his deſign, had not the 
Duke of Beaufort interrupted him, by aſking, where 
was the ſecurity for his Royal Highneſs's ſafety ? But 
even this produced but a ſlight effect, as the firſt Pre- 
Iident anſwered, without any hefitation, 4þ ! Sir, it 
is perfect; the parliament will be the hoſlages. At length 
the Coadjutor, who had been hitherto ſilent, addreſſed 
the firſt Prefident in theſe terms; © His Royal High- 
% neſs has already acquainted you, Sir, that he will 
% be guided by the advice of this afſembly: the ad- 
vice of the aſſembly is not that of one or two, there- 
% fore it will be neceſſary to proceed to a delibera- 
tien. | 3 0 

Theſe words diſpelled the general conſternation, and 
the clamour which enſued, in ſupport of the Coad- 
jutor's opinion, was fo great, that the firſt Preſident 
found himlelf, at length, obliged ro yield. The 
Duke of Orleans, alſo, reſumed his caurage, and 
having commanded the Count de Brienne to make 
his excuſe to the Queen, he made the following 
ſpeech: _ | 


« Gentlemen, 


As, from what you have heard, it appears, that 
« the Queen means to impute to me an egregious and 
« reprehenſible change of conduct, I think it neceſſary 
„to exculpate myſelf, and to ſet the affair before you 
«© in its true light. For this purpoſe, 1 muſt recur as 
« far back as a council, which was held at Com- 
“ peigne, about eighteen months ago, relative to the 
* diſturbances in Guienne ; on which occaſion, I gave 
it as my opinion, that the moſt likely method to 
«© calm the troubles of that province would be, to 
«*« recal the Duke d'Epcrnon. Cardinal Mazarin ex- 
* preſſed himſelf much diſſatisfied with me for broach- 


„ing 


: GUY TOLL + an 

« ing this advice: he deſired the Queen to ſpeak to 
« me privately on the ſubje&t; and, at a ſubſequent 
«© council, which was held at Paris, on the ſame buft- 

« neſs, finding that I perſiſted in my former opinion, 
he oppoſed it with all his power, and prevailed to 
have it thought extraordinary, My reſpect for her 


Majeſty kept me ſilent. Some time afterwards, the 
«« deſign of impriſoning the Princes was brought upon 


« the carpet: it was repreſented to me, as a meaſure 
“ abſolutely neceſſary, and it was executed without 
is 


allowing me the time I had demanded for determin- 
ing thereon. When the expedition againſt Bour- 
*« deaux was propoſed, I ftrongly objected to it; urg- 
ing the imminent danger to which the Frontiers. 
would be thereby expoſed, from the attacks of the. 
enemy. My arguments only ſerved to incenſe the 
Cardinal, and, without paying any. attention to 
them, he prevailed to have the enterprize adopt- 
ed; every purpoſe of which might have been much 
better anſwered by recalling the Duke d'Epernon, 
and nominating another governor to the command 
of the province. Soon after, I received intelligence 
of the obſtinate defence of Bourdeaux ; that the 
« Spaniards had made an irruption into Champagne, 
and that they had taken Catelet. To remedy theſe 
complicated misfortunes, J judged it neceſſary that 
« deputies ſhould be ſent from your body, to co-o p 
rate in the negotiations reſpecting Guienne: you, 
gentlemen, know what kind of reception they met. 
with. The war continued: a ſecond depuration 
« was reſolved on. Cardinal Mazarin was much of- 
« fended with my conduct on the occaſion ; he accuſed” 
me of having impeded the ſucceſs of his Majeity's 
arms, and prevailed on the Queen to write to me in 

© thoſe terms. | | | 1 
„When the Piinceis Dowager retired from Bour- 
deaux. the Cardinal had a long conference with her 
Highneſs, of which he gave me not the leaſt in- 
„ timation. The enemy had now penetrated ſo far 
« into the kingdom, that we received intelligence, 
from different quarters, that from their ſituation 
« they might reach the foreſt of Vincennes in twenty- 
1 | | % four. 
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104 MEMOIRS OF 
* four hours. For the greater ſecurity ,of the Princes, 
I cauſed them to be removed to Marcoufh ; with 
which ftep the court was much diſpleaſed. The 
* Spaniards having retired, I wrote, thrice, to the 
© Queen, to know whether it was her pleaſure that 
„the Princes ſhould be removed back to Vincennes; 
* but ber Majeity never returned me any anſwer. 
Upon the King's return to Fontainbleau, I went 
« thither immediately. The Queen eameſtly preſſ- 
« ed me to conſent to the removal of the Princes to 
Havre, and, that I might not offend her, I was 
« forced to comply. A ſhort time afterwards, I ſent 
« for the keeper of the ſeals and M. le Tellier, and 
e acquainted them, that I did not at all approve of the 
* meaſure, and that, in an affair of ſuch importance, 
* I muſt be vanquiſhed by arguments and not by in- 
© treaties. The Cardinal inſtigated her Majeſty to 
0 reproach me on my conduct, and even intimated to 
% me ſomething of his diſſatisfaction himſelf, From 
4% that time, he has entertained ſo much animoſity 
« againſt me, that moſt of the late councils have paſſed 
cc in conteſtations between us. He has concealed 
& from me the knowledge of ſeveral matters of con- 
« ſequence: he has propoſed violent meaſures againft 
* this company: he has urged me to abandon my 
© nephew, the Duke of Beaufort, and the Coadjutor : 
«© he has filled the King's mind with jealouſies of his 
* ſubjets, and maxims dangerous to the welfare of 
de the ſtate. In ſhort, at the council held on Wedneſ. 
% day laſt, ſpeaking of your aſſembly, he had the 
% audacity to aſſert, that the King was the ultimate 
« object of your deſigns; that you meant to begin with 
« him firſt, thereby intimating the conduct of the Eng- 
« liſh, reſpecting the viceroy of Ireland, after which 
neither myſelf, the Queen, nor even the King would 
te be ſafe from your attacks; but that, if I would 
« ſuffer him to take his own \meaſures with the ſediti- 
*« ous crew, he would effectually fruſtrate all their at- 
% tempts To this I replicd, that the parliament of 
« Paris was injured by being compared with that of 
« England, that you were all honeſt men and faithful 
* ſubjects to the King, and that your whole reſentment 
1 | | „ Was 


* 


_ 
* 


* 


SCE ek 


er was directed againſt the mige 8 con- 
« ſidered as the fole author of all the ditorders which 
* had ariſen in the ſtate; Finally, perceiving that he 
* perſiſted in this kind of language, I acquainted the 
Queen with my determination, no longer to aſſociate 
with a man who filled the King's mind with ſuch: 
« groundleſs jealouſies. On the next day, 1 fent for 
the keeper of the ſeals, the Marſhal de Villeroi, 
and M. le Tellier, and informed them of my fixed 
« reſolution to appear no more in the council, fo long 
© as the Cardinal ſhould continue in it. This, gen- 
ee tlemen, is an exact detail of my conduct; from 
„ whence,. I flatter myſelf, it will appear, that I 
have not been biaſſed by any private conſiderations, 
„Every one has been witneſs to the manner in which 
% have acted hitherto, and to the reſpect which I 
* have always manifeſted for the Queen: I will never 
{© loſe fight of that reſpect, much leſs will I ever. 
« fail in my duty to the King, to promote whole ſer- 
vice has been the conſtant Rudy and chief happineſs. 
&« of my Hife. 

This harangue, tho? delivered off-hand, and with-- 
out any previous preparation, was uttered by his Roy al. 
Highneſs with ſuch. luency, and with an air of majeſty 
ſo worthy his high deſcent, that it was received with: 
the univerſal applauſe of the aſſembly, to which 
ſucceeded a loud and continual clamour, reſpecting 
the neceſſity of proceeding to a deliberation. Ho-. 
ever, the firſt Preſident and the Preſident le Coigneux 
Mill perſiſted in recommending a conference between 
bis Royal Highneſs and the Queen: but their argu- 
ments proved of no more effect than thoſe of the at- 
torney general, who, after opening his harangue with 

8 an 


* His Royal Highneſs s firmneſs bore no proportion to his elo- 
quence ; in which latter quality the Duke of Beaufort was par- 
Meat deficient, This . gave riſe to the following 
lines. _ 5 
Beaufort ſhines in feats of arms, 

And Gaſton in oration: 
Why has not Beaufort Gaſton's tongue 7 I 
Or Gaſton Beaufort's arm ſo ſtrong, 
To ſave a finking Nation? 
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an obſervation that, Ihe eclip/es of the heavenly lumi- 
naries aroſe, ſolely, from the interpoſition of other inter- 
vening bodies, (from thence it was imagined that he in- 
tended to recommend the moſt rigorous proceedings 
againſt the Cardinal) ſuddenly changed his tone, and 
concluded with requeſting his Royal Highneſs to yield 
to the Queen's ſolicitations. He alſo feigned to weep, 
3n imitation of the firſt Preſident, but this mummery 
was treated with the ridicule it merited. The firſt 
Preſident, not at-all diſcouraged by his former ill 
fucceſs, now returned to the charge, with the ſame 
artifices as before, and, addrefling himſelf to the Duke 
of Orleans, Ah! Sir,” cried he, the whole aſſem- 
* hly perceives the emotion of your mind: for God's 
* ſake, Sir, for the ſake of the King and the ſtate, do 
% not prefer violent meaſures! your arguments will 
« have much greater weight with her Majeſty than 
« all the remonſtrances of this aſſembly” But hav- 
Ing, unfortunately, aſſerted that he would venture to 
be reſponſible for the enlargement of the Princes; that 
they were, perhaps, at liberty at that very inftant 
that the Marſhal de Grammont was gone to Havre, 
expreſly for that purpoſe, and that the Queen had com- 
manded him to make this declaration to the afſembly : 
the Duke of Orleans immediately replied, Mr. firſt 
& Prefident, you are then much better informed, in this 
s caſe, than lam; for all that I know of the matter 
„ js, that the Marſhal de Grammont has been ſent to 
e negotiate with the Princes, reſpecting their releaſe- 
* ment, but without any power to conclude upon the 
„ terms.” The firſt Preſident, therefore, finding all 
his hopes defeated, now proceeded to take the opinions 
of the different members, ſome of which were, as is 
cuſtomary in all great aſſemblies, well worthy of at- 
tention, Whilſt others were too frivolous to merit any 
regard. Every one expected that the Coadjutor would 
have entered into a formal juſtification of his conduct: 
but he was more prudent than they imagined. him to 
be. His ſpeech was conceived in the following 
terms. b 5 1 - 


« Gentlemen, 


Gur JoL. TTT 
e Gentlemen, | 


In reply to the injurious reflections which have 
© been thrown out againſt me, I ſhall only obſerve 
* that, * In difficillimis Reip. Temporibus Urbem non de- 
** ſerui, in praſperis nihil de publico delibavi; in deſpera - 
„ tis nibil timui. F I will not deny but that I am 
ſenſibly affected by the unfavourable opinion which 
„their Majeſties have been led to entertain of me; 
« but it is my conſolation, that I am calumniated by | 
« a perſon, whoſe very praiſes are held in abhorrence 
«© by all good men. The public approbation with 
«« which the Duke of Orleans has been pleaſed to ho- 
„ nour me, renders all further juſtification of my con- 
« duct both unneceſſary and improper : I therefore 
give it as my advice, that the Queen be entreated 
« to iſſue an edi, declaratory of the innocence of the 
„Princes, and to diſmiſs Cardinal Mazarin from his 
« Majeſty's preſence and councils: and J alſo recom- 
„ mend, that this aſſembly accompany its complaints, 
of the reflections uttered” by the Cardinal, „with a 
demand of a public reparation of the injury.” 

Some of the members propoſed to proceed rigorouſly 
againſt the Cardinal, by informations, deerees, &c. but, 
the Duke of Orleans having given it as his opinion, 
that the times were not adapted to the execution of 
ſuch violent meaſures, it was. determined, at length; 
to petition the King and the Queen to grant the 
Princes their liberty, to iſſue an edict, ſetting forth 
their innocence, and, alſo, to baniſh: the Cardinal; 
and it was further reſolved to meet again on the Mon- 
day following, in order to take their Majeſties anſwer 
into conſideration. The aſſembly did not break up 
till four o'clock in the afternoon: and, when the 

| 5 | Duke: 


* 


This piece of Latin- was — off hand by the Coad- 
zutor; but the greateſt part of the audience took it for a quotati - 
on from Cicero, or ſome other famous author amongſt the anci- 
ents. 

+ This atk may be thus rendered: In the moſt torbulent- 
* ſtate of public affairs, I never deſerted my du y to my. fellow=- 
d citizens: I have never relaxed in my attention to the public wel 
« fare in the time of proſperity ; nor m_ Jever given Way to Kaak 
«6-10 the hour of danger.“ 
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Duke of Orleans came out, he was received by the 
people, of whom a great concourſe had gathered 
about the Palais, with much joy, and with loud and 
reiterated ſnouts of God ſave the King! No Ma- 
% zarin !” : 3 | FF 
This determination of the parliament greatly ſur- 
prized and diſconcerted the court, but did not totally 
diſpirit: and, as the Queen perceived that the decla- 
ration which ſhe had, enjcined the firſt Preſident to 
make, in her name, relative to the releaſement of the 
Princes, had not produced the intended effect, ſhe re- 
ſolved to difavew it; in hopes that the friends of the 
Princes, who had ſo ſtrenuouſly endeavoured to pro- 
cure the Cardinal's removal, might be induced to deſiſt 
from that demand, when they ſhould ſee that nothing 
Was to be obtained from the court, in favour of their 
FHighneſſes, by a perſeverance in ſuch a plan of conduct. 
Her Majeſty, therefore, ſent the keeper of the ſeals, the 
Marſhal de Villeroi, and M. le Tellier to the Duke of 
Orleans, to notify to him her diſavowal of the firſt Pre- 
fident's aſſertions, cencerning the enlargement of the 
Princes, and to acquaint his Royal Highneſs that no re- 
ſolution had heen taken thereon, fince the laſt council, 
at which he was preſent: they were alſo very urgent 
with him toreturn to the Palais Royal ; to which he only 
replied, that all matters reſpecting the affair of the 
Princes mult be firit adjuſted, | | | 
On the Monday morning, his Royal Highneſs ac- 
quainted the parliament with the particulars of this 
meſſage; which excited a violent clamour in the aſ- 
ſembly, againft the firſt Preſident, who was thrown 
Into the utmoſt confuſion by the circumſtance. His 
embarraſſment encreaſed, upon ſome queſtions being 
put to him, relative to the remonſtrances which the 
aſſembly had ordered, by its laſt edi, to be preſented 
to their Majeſties: and, as it appeared that he had 
purpoſely delayed his compliance with that order, this 
gave riſe to freſh murmurs againſt him, and created 
the ſtrongeſt ſuſpicions in every one's mind of the evil 
deſigns of the court : particularly as his Royal High- 
neſs, at the ſame time complained, that the Queen had 
ſent poſitive injunctions to the provoſt of the mer- 
TT + chants, 
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chants, and all the other officers of the city, to pay no 
obedience to his commands, although he was veſted 
with the character of lieutenant-general of the crown. 
It was therefore concluded that freſh remonſtrances 
ſhould be preſented to the Queen, and that the Duke 
of Orleans ſhould be thanked. for the protection which 
he had been pleaſed to grant to the company. 

The Cardinal, now, clearly. perceived the neceſſity 
of a voluntary retirement, in order to avoid the being 
compelled thereto by force, and to ſhelter himſelf from 
thoſe inſults to which he would inevitably be expoſed, 
in caſe any tumult ſhould ariſe. Having, therefore, 
communicated his defign to ſome of his particular 
friends, they adviſed him to carry off the King and 
Queen; after which he might ſer at novght all the 
proceedings of the parliament, and, by putting him- 
{elf at the head of an army, might reduce the Princes 
party to apply to him for their releaſe; as he would 


| at all times be the arbiter of their fate. The ſame ex- 


pedient had been ſuggeſted to him after the battle of 
Rhetel; and it is certain that, had he adopted it at 
that time, he would have greatly embarraſſed his ene- 
mies, who were divided into different parties, and 
were much diffatisfied with each other. But he was fo 
much intoxicated by his late victory, and by the ſuc- 
ceſs he had met with in Normandy, Burgundy, and 
Guienne, that he imagined it would be an eaſy matter 
for him to deftroy the one party, by uniting with the 
other; after which, he concluded, all refiftance would 
ſubſide: but the event did not anſwer his expectations, 
However, the great change, which had now taken. 
place in the ſtate of public affairs, rendered ſuch a de- 
| lign not only dangerous but impracticable alſo: the 
Cardinals enemies having taken proper meaſures. to 
guard againſt any attempt of the kind, andhaving pro- 
\ cured, from all parts, a number of foldiers, WhO con- 
ſtantly patroled, on horſeback, during the night, round 
the Palais Royal and the environs. 
Theſe precautions were authorized by the Duke of 
Orleans; who, together with the Dukes of Beaufort, 
of Nemours, &c. and many others of the nobility, 
| whom. 
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whom his Royal Highneſs had permitted. to aſſemble, 
held themſelves continually in readineſs, to take the 
field upon the very firſt alarm. As the Cardinal was 
well acquainted with all theſe tranſactions, he, there- 
fore, now determined to retire alone; in hopes that 
his abſence might appeaſe the popular ferment, and 
open the way to a negotiation, Accordingly, on the 
6th of February 1651, at about eleven o'clock in the 
evening, his eminency quitted the city, on foot, and 
diſguiſed in a grey habit: he was accompanied only 
by his equerry and three other perſons, who conducted 
him, through the gate de Richelieu, to a ſpot, a little 
way out of the city, where they mounted — horſes, 
which were in readineſs, and repaired to a more diſ- 
tant rendezvous, at which place they found a body of 
five hundred horſe, by whom the Cardinal was eſcort- 
ed to S. Germain. The news of his departure was 
quickly ſpread through the city: and the Queen hav- 
—ing ſent the Count de Brienne, to acquaint the Duke 
of Orleans with the event, his Royal Highneſs in- 
ſtantly carried the intelligence to the parliament, de- 
claring, at the ſame time, that he muſt ſtill decline the 
veen's propoſal of a conference, ſo long as the Car- 
dinal ſhould remain in the neighbourhood of Paris, and 
the court ſhould perſiſt in detaining the Princes in con- 
finement, * This reſolution of his Royal Highneſs. 
was univerſally approved: and, in confirmation of it, 
the parliament ordered that the Queen ſhould be hum- 
bly requeſted, that very day, to expedite the neceſlary 
inſtructions for ſetting the Princes at liberty; that the 
moſt grateful] thanks of that aſſembly ſhould be return- 
ed to their Majeſties, for the diſmiſſion of the Cardi- 
nal, and that their Majeſties ſhould be further ſolicit- 
ed, to command. his eminency to depart the kingdom, 
and to iſſue an ordonnance, excluding from his Ma- 
| jeſty's. 


* In the Paris edition of this work, there is a note containing 
the following paſſage: M. de C. had carried the treaty, for the 
« releaſe of the Princes, in his pocket for three whole days, before 
« he could prevail on the Tuke of Orleans to fign it: and it 
« was, at length, ſigned, between two doors, at the Luxem- 
« bourg Palace, M. de C's hat ſerving as a table on the occa»- 
& fon,” 5 ' 
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jeſty's councils, in future, all foreigners, not except- 
ing ſuch as ſhould be naturalized, and, in general, all 
thoſe. who ſhould have ſworn allegiance to any other 
Prince than the King, their lawful ſovereign. In con- 
ſequence of this determination, the firſt Preſident, at- 
tended by the other deputies, waited on the Queen at 
the Palais Royal: but her Majeſty acquainted them, 
that no anſwer could be returned to their application, 
till ſhe had firſt taken the advice of her council, which 
could not be aſſembled, ſo long as the Duke of Orle- 
ans, who preſided therein, ſhould refuſe his attend- 
ance ; and that his Royal Highneſs's further perſeve- 
rance in ſuch refuſal would compel her, to convoke an 
aſſembly of the nobility of the kingdom, in order to 
take their ſentiments on the preſent ſtate of affairs. 
The Queen, accordingly, ſent the Dukes de Vendome, 
d'Elbeuf, and d'Epernon; the Marſhals d'Etrees, 
Schomberg, de ' PHOpital, de Villeroi, Dupleſſis, 
d'Hocquincourt, and de Grancey, together with the 
biſhop of Ambrun, * to the Luxembourg Palace, who 
acquainted his Royal Highneſs that, the Queen hav- 
ing expreſſed a defire that they ſhould aſſemble at the 
Palais Royal, they had waited on him, to requeſt that 
he would be pleaſed to attend, on the occaſion ; aſſur- 
ing him that every thing might, by this means, be 
adjuſted, and offering to put themſelves into the hands 
of his guards, as hoſtages for his perſonal ſecurity. 
To this the Duke d'Elbeuf added, very indiſcreetly, 
that he would be his Royal Highneſs's ſurety : upon 
which the Duke of Orleans, who had long entertained - 
a pique againſt that nobleman, on account of his at- 
tachment to the Cardinal, contrary to all the obligati- 
ons which had been conferred upon him by his Royal 
Highneſs, tartly replied: “ It well becomes you, Ma- 
<« zarin, a vaſſal, to intermeddle in this buſineſs! you, 
Who ought daily to attend my levee, are a very 
proper perſon to be my ſurety! but it is well 
known, that this your change of ſentiment has 
5© been occaſioned by the grants of land and money 
* which, you have obtained, Were it not for the. 


5 reſpect 
* This Prelate's name was George d. Aubuſſon. 
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«* reſpect I bear to theſe gentlemen, in whofe com- 

* pany you are, I would teach you a proper mode 

% of behaviour to me. From this hour, I forbid 

«© you my houſe, and my preſence.” His Royal 
Highneſs, then, addreſſing himſelf to the reſt of the 
company, returned them thanks for their becoming 
tre. e ra but informed them, that he could not 
conſent, conformably with the advice of his friends, 
to go to the Palais Royal, till the Princes ſhould be 
ſet at liberty, and till the Cardinal. ſhould have quit. 
ted his reſidence, at the very gates, as it were, of Pa- 
Tis, where he fti]] governed, with as great authority as 
if he was at the Louvre. The ſteady perſeverance 
which the Duke of Orleans manifeſted on this occaſi- 
on, greatly ſurprized the Queen, who had, in common 
with many other perſons, entertained hopes, that the 
Cardinal's retreat would have removed all his ſuſpici- 
ons, and have deprived him of every further pretext 
for refuſing to attend at the council. Beſides, it 1s be- 
yond a doubt, that this was his Royal Highneſs's firſt 
intention; of which he, twice ſent the moſt poſitive 
aſſurances to her Majeſty : but the Princes friends ſoon. 
prevailed on him to alter his reſolution, by alarming 
his fears for his perſonal ſafety, and by repreſenting to 
him the dilemma to which, they pretended, he would. 
be reduced; either to abandon the intereſts of thoſe 
with whom he had entered into treaty, or elfe to reject 
the applications which the Queen would naturally 
make to him in perſon, at the propoſed conference ;; 
whereby her Majeſty would be much more ſenfibly of- 
fended, than by the more diſtant excuſes of which he 
might avail himſelf. _ 3 

The Queen, therefore, dropped all thoughts of con- 
voking the nobility; and, finding herſelf cloſely preſ- 
ſed to give an anſwer to the two laſt edits of the par- 
liament, her Majeſty ſent the King's council to the 
aſſembly, with a declaration, purporting that, if the 
Duke of Orleans ſtill perſiſted in his refuſal to'go to 
the Palais Royal, ſhe would, to demonſtrate the ſin- 
cerity of her intentions, command the Marſhal de 
Villeroi, the keeper of the ſeals, and M. le Tellier to 
wait on his Royal Highneſs, in order to concert the. 

| | | neceſſarx 
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neceſſary meaſures for releaſing the Princes from their 
confinement: to which her Majeſty added an aſſu- 
rance, that the Cardinal's diſmiſſion from the court 
was final. Although the Duke of Orleans expreſſed 


himſelf ſatisfied with the conciliatory terms of this 
declaration, yet it did not at all abate the virulency 


of the parliament againſt the Cardinal. A freſh edi& 


was, therefore, iſſued ; by which it was ordered that, 
in conſequence of the above declaration of their Ma- 
jeſties, Cardinal Mazarin, his relations, and his fo- 
reign domeſtics ſhould quit the kingdom in a fortnight, 
and ſhould never return to it again, under any pre- 
text whatſoever ; that, in caſe of their non-comph- 
ance with this order, criminal proceſſes ſhould be in- 
ſtituted againſt them, and the faithful ſubjects of the 
King ſhould be permitted to attack them perſonally ; 
and that all Governors, Mayors, and Sheriffs ſhould 
vſe the utmoſt diligence to prevent their taking: ſhelter 
in any of the cities in the King's dominion: and, 


laſtly, it was ordered, that this edi& ſhould be pub- 


liſhed by ſound of trumpet. | | | 
However, the conferences ſtill went on, at the Duke 
of Orleans's palace, where the Dukes de Beaufort and 
de la Rochefoucault, the Coadjutor, the Preſident 
Viole, and M. Arnauld attended, to concert matters 
with the commiſſioners whom the Queen had nomi- 


nated for that purpoſe, After ſome time had been 


ſpent in debates, it was, at length, agreed that the 
Dake de la Rochefoucault, M. de la Vrilliere, the Pre- 
ſident Viole, and M. Arnauld ſhould, immediately, 
ſet off for Havre, with a letter de Cachet, ſigned by 
tne Queen and his Royal Highneſs, containing ex- 
preſs orders to M. de Bar, to ſet the Princes at liber- 


ty. All cauſe of complaint ſeemed now to be remov- 


ed; when, ſuddenly, a report was circulated, that 
the Queen had formed a deſign to conduct the King 


| ſecretly from Paris, which revived the apprehenſions 


of the people. It was never properly known from 


whence this report originated, or how far it was found- 
ed on fact: but the Duke of Orleans ſeemed fully ſa- 
tified of its truth; declaring openly that he had re- 


ceived the moſt convincing intelligence of it. This 
CF. | | __ circumſtance 
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circumſtance gave riſe to a conjecture, that the Queen 
would not, ſo readily, have agreed to a conference, 
but with the view of removing all cauſe for ſuſpicion, 
that ſhe might, with greater eaſe, carry her projected 
ſcheme into execution, Be that as it may; the Duke 
of Orleans made ſuch effectual diſpoſitions to fruſtrate 
the deſign, that her Majeſty could not poſſibly have 
ſucceeded, even if ſhe had attempted the enterprize ; 
eſpecially as, at the inſtigation of the Coadjutor, five 
or fix companies of the citizens, in the quarter of 8. 
Honoré, aſſembled, at two o'clock in the morning, 
and took poſſeſſion of ſuch of the city gates as were 
neareſt to the Palais Royal. However, theſe proceed- 
ings were much diſapproved by many of the members 
of the parliament; and the firſt Prefident and ſome 
others, openly condemned the meaſure in very ſtrong 
terms. But every one acquieſced, when the Duke of 
Orleans had informed the aſſembly, that the whole 
was executed in virtue of thoſe orders which he had 
Judged it expedient to iſſue, to prevent the ſucceſs of 
a freſh ſcheme which had been concerted, to conduQ 
the King by ſtealth from the city: and it was reſolv- 
ed to entreat the Queen to quiet the minds of the peo- 
ple, by removing every cauſe of ſuſpicion on the ſub- 
jet; with which her Majeſty was obliged to com- 
Ply, by delivering up the gates into the hands of the 
citizens. The alarm which the above report had 
created, occaſioned ſo itrift a watch to be kept, that 
all the coaches paſſing through the gate Dauphine, 
in their way to the fair at St. Germain, underwent a 
narrow ſearch, through an apprehenſion that the King 
might poſſibly be concealed in one or other of them. 
In -this ſituation of affairs, the deputies, who were 
appointed to carry the orders for the releaſement of 
the Princes. ſat out for Havre. But Cardinal Maza- 
rin, who ſtill remained in the neighbourhood of Pa- 
Tis, being apprized of this tranſaction, and wiſhing to 
have the credit of releaſing the Prince: himſelf, got 
the ſtart of the deputies, and, travelling poſt, night 
and day, reached Havre before them, He arrived at 
that place on the Monday morning, February 13, 
1651, and went, immediately, to the citadel, to pay 
| > 
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his reſpects to the Princes, and to acquaint them, that 


they were at liberty to retire wherever they ſhould. 


think proper. He even debaſed himſelf ſo far, as 


to throw himſelf at the Prince of Conde's feet, and, 


with tears in his eyes, to ſolicit his Highneſs's pro- 


tetion : but the Prince's anſwers, during a conver- 
ſation which laſted upwards of an hour, were merely _ 
general, and of little import. Immediately after din- 
ner, the Princes ſat out for Paris, where they arrwed 
on the 16th of the ſame month, and were met, on the 
road, by a very conſiderable number of the nobility, 
Even the Duke of Orleans went as far as 8. Denis to 
meet them; where, the Princes having quitted their 
coach, his Royal Highneſs did the ſame ; and, as ſoon 
as the firſt compliments were over, preſented to them 
the Duke of Beaufort and the Coadjutor, whom they 
loaded with civilities : after which their Highneſſes 
purſued the remainder of their journey, in the Duke 


of Orleans's coach. Immediately upon their arrival at 


Paris, they were conducted, by the Duke of Orleans, 
to an audience of the King and Queen; by whom 
they were received very graciouſly. They were at- 
tended, wherever they went, by a great number of 
carriages and a prodigious concourſe of people, who 
ſaluted them with repeated ſhouts of God fave the 


King! God fave the Princes!“ and even bonfires 
were made, on the occaſion, in many parts of the 


City. | | - | 
On the next day, their Highneſſes went to the 
Palais, to return thanks to the parhament for its late 
good offices. In a day or iwo after, the King ſent an 
edict to the parliament, ceclaratory of the innocence 
of the Princes; which was regiſtered on the 28th of 
February. At length, in order to give entire ſatis» 
faction to the par 1ament, and to put a ſtop to all fur- 
ther dcliberations, the King iſſued an ordinance, by 
which all foreigners, thoſe who ſhould be naturalized 


not excepted, were for ever excluded from his Majeſty's 


councils, as likewiſe all Cardinals, even ſuch as ſhould 


be natives of Frauce. * The parliament was a long 


. Te ; | time 
* It was on this occaſion, that M. Talon ſaid to the King: 
Io OE”, „„ Although 
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time employed in the conſideration of this latter clauſe, * 


and the debates on the ſubject were very elaborate 

and intereſting. The inſertion of this clauſe muft be 
_ chiefly imputed to the intrigues of Cardinal Mazarin's 
partizans; who, enraged at the late diſmiſſion of their 


patron, took this method to ſatiate their revenge on 


the Coadjutor, whoſe whole ſoul, they well knew, 
was occupied with the deſire of obtaining that dig- 
nity. | Fo EO | | 

Thus ended the impriſonment of the Prince of 
Condé: during which period he received the moſt 
eſſential ſervices from an infinite number of friends, 


both within and without the kingdom. It muſt be 


acknowledged, however, that it was to the Frondeurs 


that he, chiefly, owed his liberty; although it was 
the opinion of many, that they acted contrary to their 
own intereſt in the part they took. But, ſetting aſide 


the private conſiderations by which they may have 


been induced to this conduct, it is very certain that, 
excepting the Marquiſſes de Noirmoutier and de Lai- 


gues, all the other leaders of the party conſented with 
great unwillingneſs to his Kighneſs's impriſonment, 

and that they firſt uſed every effort to prevail on him 
to be reconciled to them. As the Queen's conſent to 
the Cardinal's diſmiſſion, and the releaſe of the Princes, 


was totally involuntary, and had been wrung from her 
by force, the ſubſequent tranſactions mult be confider- 


ed as the conſequences, only, of the former intrigues. 


What related to the Princes gave her Majeſty little 
uneaſineſs; her chief concern was for the Cardinal's 
abſence: and, as the recent union of the Princes with 
the Frondeurs had produced his eminency's diſmiſſion, 


and continued an invincible obſtacle to his return, 


ſhe put in practice every art to break their connection, 
5 . | purſuant 


6 Althovgh it is to your Majeſty, alone, that the Cardinals are 
6“ indebted for their promotion, and not to the Pope, who ſimply 
ce confirms your Majeſty's nomination; yet, no ſooner are they 
„ inveſted with this dignity, than they not only deem themſelves 
« Counſellors, Senators, and Coadjutors of the pontifical power, 


« but they even imagine that they are, thereby, rendered par- 
ce takers of it's very effence, and entitled, in ſome ſort, to a ſhare 


« of its authority,” &c. 
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purſuant to the earneſt exhortations which ſhe daily 
received from the Cardinal on that head. 'This con- 
ſtant correſpondence, between her Majeſty and the 
Cardinal, having ' tranſpired, occaſioned much mur- 
muring among the people, and gave great umbrage 
to the Princes and to the parliament. 


The Prince of Conde ſeemed: to be firmly attached 


to his new connections, and conſtantly maniteſted a 


ſtrong reſentment againſt” Cardinal Mazarin. It is, 
however, a certain fact, that his Highneſs, even at 


this time, had conceived the deſign of re-adjufting 


matters with the Cardinal, and that he had no other 


view, in all his proceedings, than to frighten his 
eminency into an implicit ſubmiſſion to his will; by 


which means he hoped to obtain that uncontroulable 
authority in the cabinet, . which had ever been the ſole 
aim of all his projects. But, as he carefully concealed 
his intentions from the knowledge of the public, and 
ſedulouſly avoided giving any grounds for ſuſpicion by 
his actions, every one heartily concurred in the attempt 
to render the Cardinals return impracticable. With 


this view, the parliament now reſumed its former de- 
liberations on the ſubjeQ, with freſh vigour; in con- 
| ſequence of which, new ediQs were iſſued againſt the 


Cardinal, and deputies were ſent, to make enquiries 


into the cauſe of his long ſtay at ſome particular places 


on his rout, to oblige him to quit the kingdom with- 
out further delay, and to ſee that none of the Govern- 
ors on, the frontiers ſhould permit him to take refuge 
in any of their diſtricts. | thee? 
In the mean time, the Duke of Beaufort and the 
Dutcheſs de Longueville, who had had but a ſmall ſhare 
in the releaſement of the Princes, fearing that their 
conſequence in public affairs would be utterly loſt, if 


they ſhould ſuffer the marriage of the Prince of Conti 


with Mademoiſelle de Chevreuſe to take place, deter- 
mined to ſet every engine in motion to prevent that 
alliance ; and, as they penetrated, more readily than 
any one elie, into the ſentiments of the Prince of 
Conde, they imagined that there would be no great 
riſque in giving the Queen a hint, that the Prince of 
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Conde was not ſo ſtrictly united with the Frondeurs, N 


but that he might be detached from their party, by a C 
well judged proffer of favours for himſelf and 5 We 
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friends. This overture proved highly pleaſing to the b] 
Queen ; and the Cardinal, being informed of it, im- P! 
| mediately wrote to her Majeſty, adviſing her to offer 3” 
the Prince his own terms. However, as his eminency's 1 
real deſign was ſolely to open a negotiation, in hopes * 
that time might produce ſome event in his favour, her th 
4 1 Majeſty, under the pretext of putting the ſincerity of V 
1 his Highneſs's intentions to the teſt, propoſed to him th 
4 to diſſolve the aſſembly of the nobility, which had en- NC 
: creaſed in number ſo much, ſince his reſtoration to el 
liberty, that not leſs than between ſeven and eight *© 
hundred perſons, of the beſt families in France, (ſome a 
of whom alſo acted as proxies for others, who could al 
not attend) met regularly twice or thrice a week, at 
the convent of the Cordeliers: ſo that this aſſembly W 
repreſented, in ſome ons the whole nobility of the e 
kingdom. th 
This new confederacy of the nobleſſe jufily gave ve 
the Cardinal great uneaſineſs; for, as the original H 
purpoſe of their aſſembling had been to obtain his te 
diſmiſſion, and the releaſe of the Princes, it was na- m 
tural to imagine that they would oppoſe, with all their m1 
power, every meaſure which he might take for his re- } 
turn. Moreover, all their proceedings, from the very. d 
frſt day of their meeting, had been conducted with th 
ſuch order and propriety, that the authority which ty 
they derived from their rank was conſiderably in- 01 
creaſed, by the approbation which they met with from al 
all honeſt men. 
In this aſſembly, two new Ses were elected as 
every fortnight, whoſe office it was to collect the 1 V 
ſffrages of the members, which was performed with e 
much leſs noife ahd contuſion than in the parliament. D 
No perſon interrupted another whilſt he was ſpeaking. at 
Two ſecretaries, alſo, had been elected at their firſt }F *© 
meeting, who were not removeab] -, like the Preſidents: 1 © 
one of theſe was the Marquis d'Auvery, of the houſe al 
of 1 a rend of che 323 and the other the th 
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Marquis de Chanloſt, who e . to the Prince of 


Conde's houſhold: their buſineſs was to reduce to 
writing all the debates, reſolutions, &c. of the aſſem- 
bly. Finally, they had carried matters ſo far, under 
pretence of providing for the ſecurity of their own. 


rights, and thoſe of the public, as to demand, at laſt, 


a convocation of the eſtates general of the kingdom; 
which propoſal gave ſuch univerſal ſatisfaction, that 

thoſe of the prelates who were then at Paris, deputed 
M. de Comminges to the aſſembly, with a proffer of 
their ready concurrence therein. Thus, nothing was 
now wanting but to obtain the conſent of the third 
eſtate, the people, for which purpoſe, it was intended 
to apply, without delay, to the corporation of the city, 
and to write circular letters, on the ſubject, into all 
ali the provinces: after which the eſtates muſt, ne- 
ceſſarily, have been convoked, whereby the door 
would have been, for ever, ſhut againſt the Cardinal's 
return, Nor was his eminency either unapprized of 


the danger of his ſituation, or remiſs in his endea- 


vours to avert the miſchiefs which threatened him. 
His partizans in the parliament were ſtrictly enjoined 


to inveigh againſt the propoſed convocation, as a 


meaſure which would inevitably prove highly detri- 
mental to the intereſts of that company : and, by theſe 


kind of ſuggeſtions, they ſucceeded ſo far, as to ſow 


diſtruſt in the minds of ſome, even of thoſe who were 
the beſt diſpoſed to the deſign, but who, now, began to 


ſuſpect, on too ſlight grounds, that a general aſſembly 


of the eſtates would certainly annihilate all the power 
and authority of the parhament. 


But, as matters were already in great forwardneſs, and 
as the conduct of the nobility, in this buſineſs, met 


with the general approbation of the public, the court 


found it abſolutely expedient to have recourſe to the 
Duke of Orleans and the Prince of Condé, in order to 
attain its views. Both theſe Princes, from different mo- 
tives, readily yielded to the inſtances of the court; parti- 
cularly the latter, whom the Dutcheis de Longueville 


and the Duke de la Rochefoucault eaſily perſuaded, 


that, in an aſſembly of the eſtates, the Duke of Orle- 
ans. would, naturally, have much more weight than 
his 
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his Highneſs; that ſuch an aſſembly would give riſe 
to a general confuſion, and which might, probably, 


prove not at all favourable to the intereſts of the 


Princes of the blood; and, finally, that his Highneſs 


might, without any hazard, in one quarter of an hour, 
obtain for himſelf and his friends more real advantages, 


both of emolument and dignity, than he could poflibly 


expect either from the F rondeurs or. from an * 
of the eſtates. 


The Duke of Oclouzis 1 the Prince of Conde, in 


W e of their engagements with the court, went 


. to the aſſembly of the nobility, where they 
beforehand ſecured a majority to ſupport their 
"—_ and urgently exhorted them to put an end 
to their meetings, and to confide in the Queen's pro- 


miſe, for the performance of which their Highneſſes 


pledged themſelves to the company, to convoke an aſ- 
ſembly of the eſtates, as ſoon as the King ſhould come 
of age, and, in the mean time, to ſend the neceſſary 
orders into the different previnces for electing the de- 


puties. Many of thoſe preſent did not, however, at 


all approve of the propoſal, and ſeveral of them, Who 


were of the firſt quality, ſtrongly repreſented to the 


Princes the diſadvantages which would inevitably re. 
ſult to themſelves from its adoption; conjuring them 
to reflect on the danger of delaying matters, and on 
the ſmall likelihood there was, that the court woh!d 
execute thoſe promiſes, of which it was now ſo aan. 
gal, when the King ſhould come of age. 

The harangues, on this occaſion, were conceived 1 in 


| ſuch ſtrong terms, and were replete with ſentiments ſo 


worthy of the noble ſpeakers, that it may juſtly be ſaid, 
that all the aſſemblies of the parliament produced no- 
thing comparable to them; ” 

It was decided, however, by a majority of voices, 
that the aſſembly ſhould be diſſolved: and, merely 
for form-ſake, circular letters were ſent, throughout 
the precincts of the city, in conſequence of which a 
meeting was held, at the Archbiſhop's palace, for the 
purpoſe of nominating deputies, to the pretended aſ- 


ſembly of the eſtates of the kingdom. But the occur- 
rences which aroſe ſoon after defeated all theſe mea- 


ſures, 
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ſures, which the court would, otherwiſe, by. ſome. 


means or other, have doubtleſs rendered ineffectual. 


The court did not ſtop here: and as Cardinal Ma- 
zarin had diſcovered the. great repugnancy of the 


Dutcheſs de Longueville to the propoſed marriage of 


Mademoiſelle de Chevreuſe, he undertook to render 


that deſign abortive, and, thus, to lead the Prince 
of Conde into the commiſſion of a ſecond fault, which, 
in its conſequences, proved more prejudicial to him 
than the former, The Cardinal, therefore, gave 
his Highneſs to underitand that, as the firſt. ſep to- 
wards eſtabliſhing an entire confidence between them, 


it would be neceſſary to break through every engage- ' 


ment which he had entered into reſpecting the above 


marriage. Mademoiſelle de Chevreuſe was young and 


| handſome, of an engaging diſpoſition, and every way 


qualified to gain the affetions of the Prince of Conti, 


and to merit the friendſhip of his brother, tne Prince 
of Conde. The Dutcheſs de Longueville, * alſo, 
poſſeſſed ſome of theſe qualifications, but ſhe no lon- 
ger now. relied upon thoſe advantages, not being ſo 
young as the former lady. For this reaſon, ſhe ſe- 
conded the Cardinal's ſolicitations with all her power 
on every occaſion, uttering the moſt injurious reflections 
againſt Mademoiſelle de Chevreuſe, whom ſhe even did 
not ſcruple to accuſe of an infamous connection with 
the Coadjutor. And in this conduct, ſhe was marvel- 


louſly abetted by Madame de Montbazon and the Duke 


of Beaufort, who were much offended at the caution 
which. had been uſed, to conceal this article of the 
marriage from them, and at the trick which had been 
played by the Coadjutor, at the time of ſigning the 
treaty. . The Duke de la Rochefoucault, in concert 


with the other perſons abovementioned, inceſſantly 


Vor, G repreſented 
The Dutcheſs de Longueville, (ſays the Duke de la 
Rochefoucault) * poſſefied fo gent a thare of wit and beauty, that 
it ſeemed as if nature had determined to exhibit, in her perſon, 
ga perfect and finiſhed work. But ail theſe fine qualities were, 
in part, obſcured, by one particular defect: which was that, in- 
* ſtead of giving law to her adorers, ſhe adopted herſelf to their 
* diſpoſitions to ſo high a degree, that ſhe no longer ſeemed to have 
+ any will of her own.“ 1 OY 
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repreſented to the Prince of Conde, that he muſt never 
expect to obtain any thing from the court, without 
making ſome conceſſion to the Queen; that a per- 
ſeverance in his connections with the Coadjutor, and 
in the deſign of effecting the marriage in queſtion, 
would certainly exclude him, perhaps for ever, from 
all ſhare in the management of affairs, unleſs, in- 
deed, he could deprive the Queen of ber power in the 
ſtate: an enterprize very difficult in itſelf, and to 
f which the Duke of Orleans would never yield his' 
conſent; that, even if it could be accompliſhed, the 
Duke of Orleans would be the only gainer thereby, as 
? all authority muſt neceſſarily devolve on him; that it 
was true that the Queen' entertained a great partiality 
0 for Cardinal Mazarin, but that, ſtill, this attachment 
= might not be indifloluble ; that every day produced 
| inſtances of perſons the moſt firmly connected, con- 
# ceiving diſpuſts againſt each other; and that, at the 
43 worſt, by flattering and humouring the Queen's diſ- 
poſition. his Highneſs would be enabled to introduce 
dais friends and his creatures into the council, af- 
Þ ter which every thing might be hoped for, from 
4 the fortunate conjunction of times and -circum- 
n ſtances. | SS 
Many of his Highneſs's friends' maintained, on the 
other hand, that nothing was to be expected from that 
uarter ; that the Queen's attachment to Cardinal 
Aazarin would never alter; that the miniſter wiſhed 
for nothing ſo much, as to exclude his Highneſs from 
all participation in public buſineſs ; that the deluſive 
offers which he held out, were only meant to detach him 
from the Frondeurs, after which the Cardinal would 
not fail to re-unite himſelf with that party, in order 
to inſure his ruin; that, upon this account, the ſureſt 
method would be to attack the Cardinal, and the 
Queen, alſo, ſhould it be found neceſſary, with the 
_ utmoſt vigour ; that this might be effected with much 
leſs difficulty than was imagined, by uniting in a body, 
to obtain the conſent of the Duke of Orleans thereto 
that there was no cauſe to fear that this would throw 
the management of affairs ſo entirely, into the hands 
of his Royal Highneſs, as the marriage in 3 


un vs rar er oe a 
5 r 6 4 et 2 
4 * — r ore W 
TTY” : 
** _ 2 CG bens * 
7 


e * 


* þ =— % 
e 


IS Gm 


ba. 
o 


CL tre 
* e 
* 


A N * Q 8 : 
. Ur Sor de 6m oaks nf age 
. 0 4 . 
7 — 


G U Y 0. yy te + gon 


would attach the Frondeurs more cloſely to the Prince 
of Conde'thaw to any one elſe; finally, that it would 
be much to his diſcredit, thus to violate the engage- 
ments of a treaty, in virtue of which he had ſo recently 
obtained his liberty: a mode of conduct which would, 
naturally, diſguſt his friends, and would deprive him 
of the ſupport of all honeſt men. All theſe different 
conſiderations greatly embarraſſed the Prince of Conde, 
and kept him for ſome time in ſuſpence: at length, 
however, he was forced to yield to the earneſt ſoli- 
citations of the Dutcheſs de Longueville, and thoſe 
domeſtic cabals, which, on ſuch occaſions, are com- 
monly irreſiſtible. Moreover, the Queen, Who was 
informed of all that paſſed, very opportunely, whilſt 
he was yet undetermined in his choice, made him 
the following propoſals: that his friend, M. de Cha- 
vigni, ſhould be re admitted into the council; that 
the keeper of the ſeals, M. de Chateauneuf, who was 
attached to the Frondeurs, ſhould be diſmiſſed from it, 
and that the ſeals ſhould be given to the firſt Preſident 
of the parliament, who was ever ready to ſerve his 
Highneſs whilſt he preſerved the friendſhip of the 
court. Her Majeſty alſo engaged to confer on his 
Highneſs, the government of Guyenne, inftead of 
that of Burgundy, and the lieutenant-generalſhip 
thereof, together with the government of Blaye, on 
the Duke de la Rochefoucault ; the government of 
Provence was promiſed to the Prince of Conti, and 
numerous other emoluments and dignities were grant- 
ed to their creatures. All theſe propoſals could not 
fail of producing their effect; more eſpecially as the 
Queen began, immediately, to put in execution the 
moſt conſiderable and eſſential of them; the Prince of 
Conde having allowed time for the performance of the 
reſt. This was neceſſary in ſome reſpects; as in the 
caſe of the government of Provence, which was then in 
the hands of M. &Angouleme, and beſides, as the 
Prince did not chuſe that the public ſhould fo fobon 
be acquainted with his treaty with the court, or that 
it ſhould be ſuſpected that he had conſented to the 
 Cardinal's return. V 
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In the mean time, this change in the council: great- 
ly ſurprized the Duke of Orleans, who had not re- 
ceived the leaſt intimation of the deſign, and he 
rightly judged that it could ariſe, ſolely, from a new 

and ſtrict engagment between the court and the Prince 
of Conde. This the Prince, on being taxed with it, 
denied: but he took care to confirm he ſufpigion, paſt 
all manner of doubt, by the moſt ſtudied affectation 
of conduct, by going, on the ſame day, in triumph, 
to the Luxembourg Palace, accompanied by the Duke 
de la Rochefoucault, and moſt of his other partizans, 
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# where they, in a manner, inſulted the Coadjutor and 
B ſuch of the Frondeurs as chanced to be there at the 
i time. This incident greatly embarraſſed the Duke of 
q. Orleans, but he diſſembled his reſentment for the pre- 
4 ſent, not being able to determine his choice, amongſt 


the diverſity of plans which were recommended to him 
by his friends, who adviſed him not to ſuffer ſuch a 
palpable affront to paſs unnoticed, nor to. accuſtom 
the Queen to make changes of conſequence 'in the 
ſtate, without his concurrence. The Coadjutor and 
the Marquis. de Noirmoutier were even of opinion, 
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| that the ſeals ought to be taken, by force, from the 
WV firſt Preſident, and brought to the Luxembourg Pa- 
lace; which ftep, they maintained, his Royal High- 
KB neſs was authorized to take, in virtue of his office 
. ol lieutenant general of the crown. But, as the Duke 
of Orleans could not be prevailed on to conſent to 
5 ſuch an open violence, every one, from that moment, 
5 rightly conjectured that little was to be expected from 
| him, and that neither the article relative to the mar- 
3 } riage of Mademoiſelle de Chevreuſe, nor any other of 
1 the engagements, which the Prince of Condé had 
made with them, would be adhered to. 95.0 
' © In fact, the Prince no longer reſtrained himſelf 
5 within the bounds of common decorum, in the affair 
5 of the marriage; and, although he had, at firſt, com- 
l miſſidned the Preſident Viole to withdraw. the pro- 


i miles which himſelf and the Prince of Conti had 
= made, on the ſubject, and to apologize to the Dutch- 
' efs de Chevreuſe and her daughter for their conduct, 


yet he now choſe rather to break off the affair in _ 
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moſt public manner. Accordingly, he took the op- 
portunity, one night at ſupper, to relate to the Prince 
of Conti, in the preſence of the whole company, a. 
number of circumſtances highly injurious to the cha- 
racter of Mademoiſelle de Chevreuſe, in conſequence 
of which that Prince, who had (conceived a paſſion 
for her, declared that he would never think of her 
more, | : b | 
The Prince of Conde's conduct, on this occaſion, 
was univerſally condemned: but what moſt irritated 
the public againſt him was, the renewal of his con- 
nections with the court, which he now took very lit- 
tle precaution to conceal, and which his partizans, 
in vain, endeavoured to juſtify. The only circum- 
ſtance which could exculpate the Prince was, what the 
Coadjutor mentioned ſome time afterwards, that the 
Prince had, on a certain day, in his preſence, ſug- 
geſted to the Duke of Orleans the neceſlity of depriv- 
ing the Queen of the Regency; but that his Royal 
Highneſs would give no ear to the propoſal, nor 
could he (the Coadjutor) be induced to conſent to it, 
on account of the favours which he had received from 
her Majeſty, Admitting this to be true, the Prince 
was not much to be blamed for the meaſures he after- 
wards adopted, as the mode of proceeding he adviſed 
was, doubtleſs, the only effectual one to procure the 
Cardinal's ruin. But, beſides that neither the Prince 
nor his friends ever thought of urging this circum- 
ſtance, as a plea in his vindication,. the Coadjutor 
himſelf never mentioned a ſyllable of it till long after 
the time when it was ſuppoſed to have happened ; 
and thoſe to whom he told the ſtory did not credit 
it, being perſuaded that he had invented zt, in order 
thereby, to create himſelf a kind of merit with the 
Queen, (to whom he was, certainly, indebted for his 
Coadjutorſhip) and that too at the expence of the 
Prince of Conde. Be that as it may, all talk of the 
marriage of Mademoiſelle de Chevreuſe was now 
dropped. A report was alſo ſpread, even at the time 
when the ſeals were taken from M. de Chateauneuf,. 
that both the mother and daughter would be baniſh- 
ed ; of the truth of which, it is ſaid they themſelves 
were 
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were ſo fully perſuaded, that they held themſelves in 


readineſs during a whole night, without going to bed, 
Mademoiſelle de Chevreuſe keeping: a caſket, which 


contained their jewels, under her arm, all the time. 


The Coadjutor, and ſome others of the Frondeurs, 


alſo remained at the Hotel de Chevreuſe all the night, 


concerting meaſures for avenging themſelves, as occa- - 
ſion ſhould offer; but, as the expected letter de Ca- 
chet was not ſent, their fears, in part, ſubſided, and 
every one retired to his own houſe. mn b 

However, as the want of reſolution, which the 
Duke of Orleans had manifeſted on this occaſion, had 
given much offence to the Frondeurs, they judged it 


- proper to make him ſenſible of their diſpleaſure in 
ſome exemplary manner, whereby he might, perhaps, 
be induced to diſmiſs his fears, and to comply with 


their views. Accordingly, the Coadjutor went, ſome 
days afterwards, to the Luxembourg Palace, and in- 
formed the Duke of Orleans, that having, hitherto, 
conſidered himſelf, as being not altogether uſeleſs to 


the public, he had always exerted himſelf, to the ut- 


moſt of his abilities, in its ſervice: but, perceiving 
that his former little conſequence was now totally loft, 


and that affairs had taken a different courſe, he was 


determined to retire in peace, and to expole himſelf 
no longer to thoſe inconveniencies and troubles, which 
his regard for the intereſts of the public, and of ſome 
individuals, had made him chearfully ſuffer, although, 
he now found, his conduct therein was held in very 


cheap eſtimation. This language, as had been fore- 


ſeen, greatly ſurprized the Duke of Orleans, who re- 


_ plied, that, if they imagined him capable of deſert- 
ing them, and uniting with the other party, they did 


him great wrong, and that it was his defire, ever to 
Maintain a good intelligence with the Coadjutor and 
his friends: but that prelate till feigned to perſiſt in 
his reſolution to retire, although his. Royal Highneſs 
uſed every argument to diſſuade him from it. = 

The Coadjutor carried his diflimulation ſo far, that 


many even of his friends believed him to be ſerious. 


As one method to diſguiſe his real deſigns, he went 
about, with great pomp, to various churches in the 


uralt! 


city, to adminiſter the ſacrament of confirmation; but 
this did not, at all, take off his attention from other 


matters; and he reſorted every night to the Hotel de 10 
Chevreuſe, where the chiefs of the cabal conſtantly at- ill 
_ tended. | v2 3 I 
Thus matters remained, for ſome time, in a kind 1 
of calm, the Prince of Conde flattering himſelf with ot 
the notion, that his power was uncontroulable. Even i g 
the parliament did nothing now but clamour againſt 104 
Cardinal Mazarin, and againſt thoſe who ſent him If 
intelligence of all that paſſed to Bouillon, to which Wi 
place he had retired : and, as the Prince no longer Ml 
countenanced thoſe clamours, they ceaſed of them- wy 


ſelves, by degrees, together with the meetings of the = |! 


parliament, But this tranquillity was not of long $f 
duration: for, as the Frondeurs had learnt from the 4 it 
apparent diffidence of the court, in the late affair of 1 
the Dutcheſs de Chevreuſe, that their condition was Milli 
far from being deſperate, they ſecretly ſounded the in- i i 
clination of the Queen and Cardinal Mazarin towards lf 
ga a negotiation, and found them not at all averſe to the 1 
propoſal, all their expectations from the Prince of 1 
Condé being anſwered, by his refuſal to fulfil his . 
engagements, reſpecting the marriage of Mademoiſelle MY 
de Chevreuſe. 1 1 on EOS Ml 
Having been thus ſucceſsful in its attempts to re- MK 
der the Prince of Conde odious to the Frondeurs, the if 
court now ſought every means of inducing the latter 1 1 
to retaliate the affronts and injuries which they had (| 
received from his Highneſs; in hopes, thereby, to RF 
preclude even the poſſibility of a reconciliation be- 1 
tween the parties. Cardinal Mazarin plainly ſaw 1 
that, unleſs this purpoſe could be effected, the obſta- 1 
cles to his return would be, in a manner, inſurmount- ll 
able. As neither of the parties was ſufficiently pow-- MK 
erful to afford him that ſupport, in his deſign of re- T | 
turning, of which he ſtood in need, he judged, that - 
it would be neceſſary to foment the diſcord between 1 


them with the utmoſt aſſiduity, in order to deſtroy 
them by each others hands : after which he might ea- 
ly reſume his former authority and ſtation in the go- 
vernment. Moreover, he preferred a connection with 
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the Frondeurs, both as their cabal had ever bien the 

moſt powerful, conſequently the "moſt to be dreaded 

by him, and, alſo, as the continual demands made by 

the Prince of Conde gave him cauſe to fear, that his 

Highneſs would, in the end, acquire the ſupreme 
direction of affairs; whereas he had nothing of that 

kind to apprehend from the Frondeurs, who only 

ſought to gratify their vengeance on the Prince, with- 
out any other condition. 

With this view, the Cardinal, was. conſent- 
ed to the propoſition, made to him by the Dutcheſs de 
Chevreuſe, for impriſoning the Prince of Conde a ſecond 
time. He communicated this deſign to the Princeſs Pa- 
latine, who did not attempt to diſſuade him from it, 
being at this time much diſpleaſed with the Prince, who, 
by his preſent diſreſpectful neglect of her, made a very 
bad return for the ſervices which ſhe had rendered him 
during the period of his confinement. The Cardinal, 
being well acquainted with her abilities, entruſted her 
with the management of the chief of his concerns, whilſt 
he remained in exile, employing her frequently in the 
moſt ſecret and difficult intrigues. It was from this Prin- 
ceſs, therefore, through the intervention of Madame de 
Rhodes, that the Coadjutor received the firſt intelligence 
of the Cardinal's having conſented to a ſecand impri- 
fonment of the Prince of Conde. But, as ſhe did not 
wiſh to break with tlie Prince entirely, ſhe would not 
permit her name to be mentioned on the occaſion : and 
to this, tis poſſible, ſhe might be further induced, by 
a ſuſpicion that, in the prefent, as in former inſtances, 
the Cardinal only diſſembled bis deſigns, for the ſole 
purpoſe of widening the breach between the two par- 
ties. M. de Lyonne, the Queen's ſecretary, was com- 
miſſioned to negotiate this buſineſs with the Coadjutor. 
A meeting was, accordingly, held, at the Connt de 
Montreſor's Hotel, at which, after a conference of 
three hours, every thing was readily adjufted, and a 
ſolid and perfect union was agreed upon, of which the 
Prince's impriſonment was to ſerve as the baſis. The 
Coadjutor engaged, alſo, in the name of his party, 
upon the above preliminary's being duly executed, to 
ſet every engine 1n motion to facilitate the Cardinal's 

n, 
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return; at the ſame; time, reſerving to himſelf the 
liberty of purſuing ſuch a conduct, in the parliament, 
even tho' it ſhould ſometimes appear contradictory, as 

he ſhould judge moſt conducive to the furtherance of 
the deſign in view: and M. de Lyonne promiſed, on 
behalf of the Cardinal, to procure for the Coad- 
jutor and his friends every favour they could defire. 

At the breaking up of the conference, the 'Coad- 
jutor told joli, who had waited for him, in an ad- 
joining apartment, that the deſign, of which he was 
already informed, would certainly be carried into 
execution, and that there remained only a few previous 
meaſures to be adjuſted, whereby to render the Prince's 
fate inevitable; which meaſures were the more ex- 
pedient, as it had been reſolved, in order. to guard, as 
much as poſſible, againſt the failure of the enterprize, wh 

not to mention the matter to the Duke of Orleans. 14 
But the buſineſs was not ſo far advanced, as had been 
imagined: and M. de Lyonne, when queſtioned re- Wi 

 lative to the repeated delays which had ariſen, con- 
ſtantly imputed them to the difficulty of procuring in- 1 
telligence from the Cardinal, which prevented him 
from receiving his eminency's final orders on the ſub- if 

| jet. Theſe excuſes carried with them. ſuch. a ſem- f 

blance of truth, that neither the Coadjutor, the 

Dutcheſs de Chevreuſe, nor any. of the reſt of the 1 
party, had the leaſt ſuſpicion. of. the real cauſe. of thoſe 5 | 

_ delays. 

Hou ever, it afterwards: appeared, beyond all man- 
ner of doubt, that M. de Lyonne, who, on all oc- 
caſions, openly affected the moſt myſterious ſecrecy, 

had himſelf revealed the deſign to the Marſhal de 

_ Grainmont,, who having communicated it, in confi- 

dence, to M. de Chavigni, this, latter jnſtanily in- 
formed the Prince of. Conde: of the whole affair: and, 
as his Highneſs, at the ſame time received a note, ac- 
quainting him that three companies of the regiment 
of guards had been ordered to march towards the 
ſuburb named. S. Germain, he mounted on horſebackx, 
with all ſpeed, and, at about two o'clock. in the morn- 
ing, on the 6th of July 055 quitted the city, being 
accompanied by ſome at Is Gs and retired to S, 
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Maur, whither he was, ſoon afterwards, followed by 
the Prince of Conti, the Dutcheſs de Longueville, the 
Dukes de Nemours, and de la Rochefoucault, and by 
ſeveral others of the nobility. This retreat occaſioned 


an univerſal ſurprize, no one being able to penetrate | 


into the cauſe of it. The Prince's friends endeavour- 
ed to induce a belief, that a defign had been formed 
to ſeize his perſon, becauſe he had. oppoſed the Car- 
dinal's return: but the Coadjutor and his friends 


publicly maintained that this was a new frolic ariſ- 


ing, ſolely, from the refuſal of the court to grant the 
continual demands made by the Prince, in behalf of 
himſelf and his creatures; that what had been alledged, 
reſpecting the Cardinal, was only meant to inflame the 
minds of the people; that the report of the court's in- 
tention to ſeize his Highneſs's perſon was totally 
falſe, and that the jealouſies which he had con- 
ceived were utterly deſtitute of foundation, and 
could be conſidered only as indicating an evil de- 

Tee opinions, from the mouths of perſon un- 
ſuſpected, bore great weight, and created a belief 


that the Prince's flight proceeded from a panic ter- 


ror, and from an intention of reviving the late troubles 


in the ſtate. Many were ſtill further confirmed in this 


belief, by the appearance of the Prince of Conti, on 
the very next day, at the parliament, where he only _ 
obſerved, in vindication of his brother's retreat, that his 


_ Highneſs had received undoubted intelligence of the de- 


fign to ſeize his perſon, without adding any other par- 
ticulars, ſave that couriers were diſpatched, almoſt 
daily, to the Cardinal ; that he poſſeſſed more power 
than ever in the council, through means of his crea- 
tures, Meſſrs. Servien, le Tellier, and de Lyonne, 

who did nothing without his orders; that his High- 


neſs could place no confidence in the declarations of the 
court, neither could he find any ſecurity for his per- 


ſonal ſafety, whilſt thoſe perſons ſhould remain in 
their poſts ; that he, therefore, earneſtly requeſted the 
aſſembly to diſmiſs them, after which, he would re- 


turn immediately to Paris, and would*attend the levee 
of the King, as uſual. - 


This 


This harangue made but little impreſſion on the 


aſſembly; nor was any greater effect produced by 


a letter, which the Prince of Conde had ſent, by one 


of his gentlemen, and which was conceived in much 
the ſame terms as the harangue, ſave that the Duke de 
Mercceur was therein accuſed, by name, -as being one 
of thoſe perſons who had viſited the Cardinal, at 

Cologne, and that too with the deſign of eſpouſing one 
of his nieces, * The firſt Prefident, therefore, who 
was more attached to the court than to the Prince of 
Conde, in anſwer to the foregoing harangue of the- 


Prince of Conti, briefly replied, that the Prince of 
Conde would have acted more prudently, if he had 
laid his complaints before the parliament in perſon, 
inſtead of thus withdrawing himſelf, in order to- 


create a general alarm among the people, and that, 
in fact, his Highneſs did not fun a greater riſk, nor 


ought to be more ſcrupulous of coming to the parlia-- 
ment, than he (the Prince of Conti) himſelf. was. 


The Duke of Orleans, alſo, ſpoke upon the occaſion, 


and declared, that he conſidered it as his duty to 
exculpate the Queen, in the preſent caſe, from any 


deſign againſt the perſon of the Prince of Conde, and 
his Royal Highneſs was firmly perſuaded of the truth 


of what he aſſerted, every precaution having been 
taken, to conceal the above intention from him, As 
the Duke of Orieans appeared: to be well convinced of. 
what he advanced, his ſpeech had a great effect on the 


aſſembly, and it was judged ſufficient to order, that the 
letter ſnould be carried to the Queen, to know her 


Majeſty's: pleaſure thereon, and that his Royal High- 
neſs ſhould be requeſted to interpoſe his good of- 
fices, and to endeavour. to remove the Prince's 


fears. 1 


The Queen, therefore, ſent the Marſhal e 


mont, to accompany. the Duke of Orleans to S. Maur, 
| BEE: | Eres 1 to 


8 The Duke de Mercœur, having eſpouſed Madame de Mancini, 
the Cardinal's niece, was cited before the parliament, fer having 


contracted that marriage out of the kingdom, and without pre- 


viouſly öbtaining the King's conſent, The Dutcheſs de Me:rcceur- 
died in 1657, greatly regretted by the whole court, on account 


of her extraordinary merit. 


| = 2 n ; g "op 
; 132 MEMOIRS OF 
1 to aſſure the Prince of Conde that his ſuſpicions were 


groundleſs, and that he might return, in all ſafety, 
upon the ſecurity of her word. To which the Prince 
replied, that he would never return, ſo long as the a 
ueen retained Cardinal Mazarin's valet about her 
perſon. This expreſſion was deemed rather too harſh, 
nor was the conduct of his Highneſs, in diſpatching 
circular letters, on the very ſame day, to all the 
parliaments of the kingdom, at all approved by the 
public: which meaſure ſeemed to indicate a pre- 
o een reps of exciting the people to a general 
revolt, more eſpecially as, on that day, a conſiderable 
number of officers and ſoldiers appeared in the great 
hall of the Palais, whilſt the parliament was ſitting, 
as if purpoſely to influence the determinations of the 
aſſembly. There were, alſo, ſome perſons, who, as 
the members retired from the Palais, ſhouted, No 
Mazarin! No Mazarin!“ but they. were only ſuch as 
had been hired to that intent. However, theſe marks 
of reſentment againſt the Cardinal fell infinitely ſhort 
of thoſe which had been exhibired on former occaſions: 
at thoſe times, it. was wnnecefſary to hire perſons to 
raiſe a cry againſt his eminency, every one exprefling, 
with his voice, the undiſguiſed ſentiments of his heart. 
But the face of affairs was now entirely altered, and,. 
each man attaching himſelf to one or other of the dif- 
ferent cabals, the intereſts of the public were totally 
— . | = 
The general inveteracy, which ſtill exiſted, againſt 
Cardinal Mazarin proved, however, of {ſingular ſer- 
vice to the Prince's cauſe, by procuring him the 
ſuffrages of many perſons, who believed that he was 
in earneſt in his oppoſition to the Cardinal: but others, 
who conſidered matters more attentively, judged it 
ii neceſſary to act with great circumſpection, perceiving 
i, that his Highneſs had lately refuſed to perform the 
articles of a treaty, which had been entered into for 
. the expreſs purpoſe of effecting that miniſter's ruin. 
6 [il Amongſt the reſt, the Duke of Beaufort declared him- 
* ſelf in favour of the Prince, fondly imagining that he 
3 ſhould, thereby, induce the people alſo, to embrace 
Anais Highneſs's intereſt: but the face of affairs was now 
; totally 
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totally changed. Every one was heartily wearied of 
the late diſturbances and tumults, and carefully avoid- 
ed reviving them; the Cardinal had quitted the king- 
dom ; moreover, the public could ſcarcely conceive 
that the Duke of Beaufort's attachment to the Prince 
was ſincere, ſeeing that his Highneſs had ſo lately ac- 
cuſed the Duke's brother, the Duke de Mercœur, open- 
ly before the parliament, of reſorting to the Cardinal, 

fos the purpoſe of concluding a marriage with one of 
his nieces. In ſhort, it was clearly preceived, that 
the Duke had entered into this new connection merely 
through private views, which intereſted no one bur 
himſelf, and that, in his preſent ſituation, he held 
the rank of a ſubaltern only, without influence, with- 
out eſtimation: whereas, had he adopted a contrary 
conduct, he would ever have been conſidered as the 

chief leader of a very powerful party. 

In the mean time, the Prince of Conde's jaeter 
having been laid before the Queen, her Majeſty ſent 
a written anſwer thereto, which was delivered by the 
King's counſel] to the. parliament, and contained, 
in ſubſtance, as follows : that the Prince ought no 
longer to retain thoſe ſuſpicions, on which he pre- 
tended to juſtify his retreat, after the aſſurances which 


her Majeſty, in concert with the Duke of Orleans, 
had given him of the contrary ; that her Majeſty had 


| impowered the Duke of Orleans to accommodate mat- 


ters with the Prince, conformably to the parliament's 
requeſt ; that, with reſpect to the Cardinal, her Ma- 


jeſty never had any intention to recal him, being de- 


termined to adhere, molt religiouſly, to the promiſe 


which ſhe bad given the parliament; that the Duke 
de Mercœur's late negotiation with the Cardinal had 


been carried on without either her conſent or know- 


ledge; that Meſſrs. Servien and le Tellier had ever 
been faithful ſervants to the late King ; that M. de 
Lyonne was one of her domeſtics, whom ſhe was enti- 


tled to chuſe at diſcretion; that the aſſured the aſſembly 


that neither of thoſe perſons had entered into any ne- 
2 for the Cardinal's return; that if, after theſe 
EN. the Prince of Conde ſhould 111 continue 
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to withdraw himſelf from court, it would, naturally, 
be ſuppoſed that he was influenced thereto by other 
motives, than thoſe which he had affigned; and, 
finally, that, if the Prince ſhould perſiſt in ſuch con- 

duct, he would greatly offend her Majeſty, ſeeing _ 
that it was the height of her wiſhes to re-eſtabliſt 
that harmony in the Royal Family, which was fo 
eſſential to the peace and welfare of the ſtate. 
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1 This anſwer, although very inſſhcere, was, never- 
1 theleſs, well received by the parliament: ſome of 


the members, however, objected that it was not. ſign- 
ed by a ſecretary of ſtate: but this breach of the cuſ- 
tomary forms was eaſily paſſed over. Accordingly, 
the Duke of Orleans was again requeſted to endeavour 
to bring the Prince to a compliance; which he pro- 
miſed to undertake, © | . 8 
Some high words paſſed, on this occaſion, between 
the Prince of Conti and the firſt Preſident. The lat- 
ter, urging the importance of the affair before them, 
obſerved that the Prince of Conde ſhould not have 
retired from the city upon a ſimple ſuſpicion only, 
and that his precipitate retreat might have given riſe 
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„ to a civil war. Here he was interrupted by the Prince 
1 of Conti, who told him that ſuch language was not 
(a proper to be uſed, when {peaking of a Prince of the 
+4 Royal Blood. But the firſt Preſident replied, that it 
Fm was not right thus to cut him ſhort in his harangue, 
1 and that, in the place where he then was, none, but 
1 the King, had the power of impoſing ſilence upon 
1 him: and, reverting to his former theme, of the civil 


i war, he proceeded fo far as to remind the aſſembly, 
i that there were inſtances upon record, and thoſe too 
of no very diſtant date, wherein ſcme of the Prince 
of Conde's anceſtors had created great diſturbances in 
the ſtate. The Prince of Contrs patience was now 
totally exhauſted, and he replied to the firſt Preſident, 
in a violent rage, that in any other place, he would. 
teach him the reſpect due to a Prince of the Blood. 
The Duke of Orleans remained a filent ſpectator 
of this diſpute : but, when it came to his turn to 
ſpeak, he expreſſed much concern that the odious 
| | „ term. 
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term, of civil war, ſhould have been made uſe of; 
adding, that he hoped that nothing of the kind would 
enſue, and that he would exert all his endeavours, to 
re-eſtabliſh the public tranquillity. In fact, at a ſub- 
ſequent conference, held at Rambouillet, he uſed eve- 

ry argument to diſpel the Prince of Conde's ſuſpicions, 
and to induce him to recede from his demands, re- 


ſpecting the diſmiſſion of Meſſrs. Servien, le Tellier, | 


and de Lyonne. But the Prince continued immove- 


able in his determination, and abſolutely refuſed to 
yield to any terms of agreement, till that condition 


ſhould be firſt executed: to which the Queen could, 
by no means be induced to conſent, His Royal 


Highneſs communicated to. the parliament, an ac- 
count of all that paſſed at that conference: but, as he 


avoided giving his opinion on the matter, it was 


found neceſſary to proceed to a deliberation; which 


was conducted in a very diſorderly and confuſed man- 
ner, the members being much divided in their ſenti- 
ments, in conſequence of the violent ſpirit of party 

which reigned amongſt them, and of their attachment 
to the various cabals, which had of late ſtarted up. 
In this diverſity of opinions, that of the Coadjutor 
| bore the moſt weight; both as the aſſembly was to- 
| tally unacquainted with his real ſentiments, and as 
his ſituation between the two parties, of the court and 
the Princes, appeared to be t:uly critical. But, as 


he had . previouſly concerted matters with M. de 


Lyonne, he found it in no wiſe difficult ſo to frame 


his advice, as to give no offence to either party. The 


| ſpeech which he delivered on the occaſion had been 
compoſed by Meſſrs, Caumartin and Joli, who were 
well acquainted with the diſpoſitions of the parliament, 
and with the proper modes of proceeding, in order 
to ſecure the ſuffrages of the major part of that aſ- 
ſembly. This ſpeech was conceived in the following 


terms: | 


© It has ever been my opinion, gentlemen, that it 
© had been better, had we never harboured a ſuſpicion 
* of Cardinal Mazarin's return, nay, that we had 
* even deemed ſuch an event impoſſible, As his diſ- 
Ry | | s miſſion: 
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miſſion had been prononuced neceſſary, by the ge- 
neral voice of the whole nation, our fears of his 
return ſeem to imply, alſo, an apprehenſion for 
the welfare of the ſtate, which muſt, conſequently, 
be thrown into great confuſion and diforder, If 
theſe ſuſpicions are well-founded, we have great rea- 
ſon fo dread the effects they may produce; and, 
ſhould they be even void of foundation; they are, 
ſtill, ſufficient to alarm us, by che pretexts they fur- 
niſh for every ſpecies of innovation. To ſtifle them, 
therefore, all at once, and effeQually to deprive the 
one party of all hope, and the other of every pre- 
text, I think we cannot be too deciſive in our deter- 
minations; and, as reports are circulaied of a cer- 
tain dangerous corieſpondence, Which has been car- 
ried on for ſome time paſt, it appears to be requiſite 
to declare all thoſe criminal, aud diſturbers of the 
public peace, who ſhall, in any manner whatſover, 
preſume to correſpond with the Cardinal, or to at- 
tempt to procure his recal. It the advice given 
by his Royal Highneſs, ſome months paſt, had been 
adopted, affairs would, at this time, have worn 2 
different aſpect; we ſhould never have heard of 
thele ſuſpicions and diftruſts ; the peace of the ſtate 
would have remained inviolaie, and we ſhould not 
have been compelled to requeſt his Royal Highneſs's 
interpoſition with the Queen, (as it is my advice that 
we do) to procure the dumiſſion of thole partizans of 
the Cardinal already mentioned. It muſt be ac- 
knowledged, that the manner in which this demand 
is made is very uncommon, and that, if the ap- 
pointment and diſmiſſion of the King's-lervants were 
to be liable to the controul of any Prince of the 
Blood, ſuch a dependance would prove a great 
diminution of his Majeſty's prerogative. The li- 
berty of the ſubject, and the condition of a courtier 
would be rendered very precarious, by being thus 
ſubjected to the caprice of ſo many maſters. In the 
preſent caſe, an exception is to be made: the de- 
mand in queſtion relates to the removal of certain 
_ perſons, whoſe diſmiſſion muſt, doubtleſs, be pro- 
1 . ductive 
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* duQtive of good conſequences, by obviating the ap- 
« prehenfions which have been conceived, on the ſub- 
ject of the CardinaPs return: this demand comes 
recommended to you, alſo, by his Royal Highneſs, 
© whoſe ſincere and diſintereſted attention to the wel- 
fare of the ſtate, and his Majeſty's ſervice, is fo 
well known throughout Europe. We muſt confide 
in the prudence and wiſdom of their Majeſties, and 
© the Duke of Orleans, for the removal of thoſe ap- 
prehenſions, and for the ſpeedy re-eſtabliſhment of 
© that concord in the Royal Family, which is ſo ear- 
© neſtly defired by all honeſt men, and to effect which 
* was their ſole motive, in their endeavours to pro- 
© cure the Princes their liberty: too happy to have 
contributed thereto, even in the ſlighteſt degree, by 
© their ſuffrages! My advice, therefore, is, that all 
© thoſe who ſhall, in any wiſe, negotiate with the 
Cardinal, or ſhall enter into any meaſures to pro- 
cure his recal, be declared criminal, and diſturbers 
of the public tranquillity ; that his Royal Highneſs 
be requeſted to uſe his influence with the Queen, to 
obtain the diſmiſſion of the afore mentioned par- 
© tizans of the Cardinal, and that the thanks of this 
aſſembly be returned to his Royal Highneſs, for his 
© unwearied endeavours to accompliſh a re- union in 
the Royal Family, which is ſo effentially requiſite 
to the proſperity of the ſtate and the public quiet.“ 
This ſpeech of the Coadjutor's was univerſally ap- 
proved: the Prince of Conde's friends could find no- 
thing in it to object againſt, as it tended to ſupport 
him in his demands, and the court highly applauded 
the ſeverity with which that Prelate had reprehended 
his Highneſs's conduct. The Duke of Orleans, alſo, 
had good reaſon to be pleaſed with the manner in 
which the Coadjutor had ſpoken of him on the oc- 
caſion. Thus, this harangue deſtroyed, in one mo- 
ment, all the Prince's expectations from the parlia- 
ment, and ſeveral of the members could not even re- 
frain from cenſuring his conduct in the moſt unreſerved 
manner : amongſt others, M. PAine, a member of 
the grand chamber, who, though conſtant in his op- 
| | poſition 
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Poſition to the court, gave it as his opinion that, be- 
fore they came to any determination on the ſubject of 


138 


the prince's demands, it would be neceſſary to requeſt 
his Highneſs's perſonal attendance, in order that they 


might learn, from his own mouth, the ſum of thoſe 
demands, and, having once ſatisfied him therein, 
that they might prohibit him from making any fur- 


ther claims: as he might, otherwiſe, inſiſt, in the 


end, on filling the council, and the chief departments 
of the ſtate, with his creatures, in order, thereby, to 
acquire the ſupreme direction of all affairs. The 
Duke of Orleans delivered his ſentiments in a very ir- 
reſolute manner, and he appeared much. difinclined 
to declare himſelf, in favour either of the court or the 


Prince; although the Coadjutor had neglefted no- 
thing, to awaken the fears and jealouſies which his 


Royal Highneſs naturally entertained, leſt the Prince 
of Conde ſhould acquire too great a ſhare of power in 
the ſtate. This irreſolution of the Duke of Orleans, 


which was apparent from the beginning to the end of 
the debates, ſo far influenced the determination of 


the aſſembly, that the edict which they iſſued was con- 
ceived in terms almoſt as ambiguous as thoſe, in which 


the major part of the members had delivered their 


opinion on the ſubjet; it being decreed only, that 


the Queen ſhould be thanked for her promiſe, not to 


recal the Cardinal, and that ſhe ſhould be humbly 


. Tequeſted to ſend a written declaration thereof to the 


parliament, to be regiſtered in due form ; that her 


| Majeſty ſhould be further requeſted to give the Prince 
of Conde all neceſſary ſatisfaction, reſpecting his per- 


ſonal ſecurity, in caſe of his return, and that infor- 
mations ſhould be iſſued againſt thoſe who had held any 


Intercourſe with the Cardinal, fince the time of the 


prohibition. | | | 5 
The Queen might, therefore, had ſhe been ſo in- 


clined, have diſpenſed with diſmiſſing Meſſrs. Sexvien, 


le Tellier, and de Lyonne, as the edit contained no- 
thing explicit relating thereto, But, as it had been 
determined to deprive the Prince of Conde of every 
pretext for perſevering in his refuſal to return, her 
= | Majeſty 
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Majeſty ordered thoſe perſons to withdraw themſelves 
from the council: and, when the deputies from the 
parliament, in conſequence of the edit, went to the 
Palais Royal, ſhe aſſured them that ſhe would give 
orders for the drawing up a declaration, reſpecting the 
Cardinal, conformably to the wiſhes of the aſſembly, 
and that ſhe would diſmiſs the three perſons who were 
become ſuſpected by his Highneſs. They, according- 


ly, retired from the council; and they even took the 


precaution to appear no more in public, attended by 
their ſervants in livery. This conduct was very pru- 
dent, and, perhaps, neceſſary ; both on account of 
the meaſures which the Prince of Conde's friends had 
| taken, to render them odious to the public, and, alſo, 
to ſcreen themſelves from the effects of that reſentment, 


which the people expreſſed againſt every one, whom 


they ſuſpected of negotiating with Cardinal Mazarin. 
It was plainly to be ſeen, that the diſmiſſion of theſe 


perſons was a mere artifice : but, as it ſerved to de- 


rive the Prince of, all further pretext for abſentin 
Fimceif from the city, his Highneſs was compelle 

to act with equal craftineſs. He, accordingly, ap- 
peared publicly at Paris during the day, but con- 
ſtantly retired in the evening to S8. Maur; and, for 
the greater ſecurity, whenever he paſſed through the 
ſtreets, he cauſed himſelf to be attended by an ex- 
traordinary number of pages and footmen, in very rich 


liveries, although he was in mourning at the time, for 


his mother, the princeſs Dowager of Conde, He was, 
alſo, accompanied, on ſuch occaſions, by many of the 
nobility and officers of the army, in their carriages : 
and, further, he had taken the precaution to 4 


money among the rabble, Who conſtantly preceded him, 
in crouds, repeatedly ſhouting, God ſave the King ! 


© God fave the Princes !' Thus accompanied, and 
with too ſtudied an air of haughtineſs and diſdain, his 
Highneſs came to the parliament, After the firſt 


Preſident had recited to him the aſſurances which her "2 


Majeſty had given the aſſembly, reſpecting the diſ- 


miſſion of thoſe perſons who had fallen under his 


ſuſpicion, his Highneſs replied, that he expected that 
= ES LS 2, Zh the 
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the Queen ſhould promiſe, alſo, never to re- inſtate 


them: which declaration gave great offence to every 
one preſent, being conſidered as the reſult of a pre- 


meditated deſign, to throw every poſſible obſtacle 


in the way of an accommodation. Many of the mem- 
bers highly diſapproved, likewiſe, of the Prince's be- 


ing admitted to take his ſeat in the parliament, before 
he had been to the Palais Royal, to pay his reſpects to 


the King: the firſt Preſident earneſſly adviſed him to 


this ſtep, which occaſioned ſome ſharp words between 


them; his Highneſs maint:ining that his perſonal 


ſafety would thereby be expoſed to imminent danger, 


and that before his impriſonment the court had given 
him repeated aſſurances of a ſimilar kind, of which 


afterwards it made no account: the prince, there fore, 


returned to S. Maur, in the evening, without hav- 


ſafety, yet he ſtil! refufed to con fide therein; 


7 


that he could not ſuffer that expreſſion to paſs 


King ; 


ing ſeen their Majeſties. Although the Queen, ſome 
time afterwards, made the parliament the guaranty 
of her promiſe, relative to his Highneſs's. pericnal 
nei- 
ther could he be induced to pay his reſpects to the 
King, notwithſtanding he one day met his Majeſty at 
the Cours, * whither, it has been reported by ſome, 
he went purpoſely with that view. Tis true, that the 


Prince has conſtantly denied the charge: the firſt Pre- 


ſident, however, did not negleét to make the moſt of 
this incident ; and, ſpeaking on the ſubject one day in 
the parliament, he even ventured to tell his Highneſs, 
that he ſeemed to have- an intention to fet up altar 
againſt altar. The Prince, interrupting him, re _ 
un- 
noticed; that he well knew the duty he owed to the 
that he wauld never ſwerve from it in any caſe, 
where the performance of it ſhould not be incompatible 


with his ſafety, and that his demand of ſureties, in 


the preſent ſtate of affairs, was well founded, and 


ought not to be conftrucd into A deſign of raiſing altar 


again! lt 


* A ſpot of ground, in the environs of Paris, to which the no- 
bility and gen ry reſort in the ſummer time, in their carriages, to 


take the air: reſembling, in * reſpect, what was formeclj called, 


the Ring, in Hyde Park. 
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againſt altar, as the moſt open correſpondence was 
daily carried on between Cardinal. Mazarin and his 
partizans, and as ſome of them, whoſe names were 
HBerthet, Brachet, Silhon, “ and Ondedei, + made 
continual journies to Cologne, whither the Cardinal 
had retired. He declared, moreover, that he was well 
informed that certain aſſemblies had of late been held, 
wherein it had been determined to impriſon him a 
ſecond time; of all which he propoſed to bring his 
complaints, regularly, before the aſſembly, in due 
time and place, and to name the parties, whom he de- 
ſcribed in ſuch a manner, as to leave no doubt but that 
the Coadjutor was the perſon meant. 
Theſe bickerings were ſucceeded by a deliberation ; 
at the cloſe of which it was determined, that the 
Queen's anſwer. ſhould be regiſtered ; that the Prince 
of Conde thould be requeſted to wait upon their Ma- 
jeſties; that orders hould be given to the Attorney 
General, to iſſue informations againſt all the perſons 
Who ſhould be found to have atter.ded- at thoſe ſecret 
conferences, which had been held for the purpoſe of 
ſeizing the Prince's perſon ; that the Duke de Mercœur 
ſhould be cited, io give an account of his conduct, 
with reſpect to bis late interview with Cardinal Ma- 
kzarin, and his marriage with the Cardinal's niece; 
that the aforementioned Ondedei, Berthet, Brachet, 
and Silhon ſhould be ſummoned, to anſwer to the 
charges which ſhould be brought againſt them by the 
Attorney General, and that the firſt of the four ſhould 
be taken into cuſtody. 
In a few days afterwards, the Prince of Conde went, 
at length, to po his reſpects to their Majeſties, at the 
Palais 
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* Jean Silhon, a zealous partizan of Cardinal Mazarin, in de- 
fence of whom he publiſhed ſeveral pieces, one of the moſt mate-_ 
rial of which was entitled, An attempt to ſet in a true light ſeve- 
* ral tranſactions in the Adminiſtration of C. Mazarin;“ printed, in 
folio and duodecimo, in 1650 and 1651. See Pere le Long's 
Catalogue, and Peiiflon's Hiſtory of the French Academy. Men- 
tion is made therein of ſome other works, written by this Silhon, 
who died in 1666. | 

+ Ondedei was, at firſt, a ſpy to Cardinal Mazarin, or to any one 
elſe who would pay him n well and was afterwards promoted to a Bi- 
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Palais Royal, whither he was accompanied by the 
Duke of Orleans: but, although he met with a to- 


lerable favourable reception from the King and Queen, 


it was plainly to be ſeen, that there yet remained a 
certain degree of animoſity and diſtruſt on both ſides ; 
and the Prince of Conde ſtill continued to appear with 
a numerous train of followers during the day, and at 
night with an eſcort of fourſcore horſe. The ſame: 
mode of conduct was adopted by the Prince of Conti; 
and the Coadjutor, alſo, following their example, 
never ſtirred abroad, without a ſtrong party of his 


friends and dependants to aitend him. 


In the mean time, the Prince of Conde earneſtly 
preſſed the execution of that part of the laſt edi 
which related to the Duke de Merceeur, The Dake 
was therefore compelled, at length, to appear be. 
fore the parliament, to give an account of his con- 
duct. He began with avowing his marriage, and 
declared that the fole motive of his journey to Cologne 
had been to fetch his wife from thence ; and that, af- 
ter all, this marriage had been contracted with the 
conſent of the Queen, the Duke of Orleans, and, even, 
of the Prince of Conde himſelf. 'To this the Duke of 
Orleans replied, that *twas true he had given his con- 
ſent three years before as had her Majeſty alſo, through 
the perſuaſion of the Abbe de la Riviere and the 
Marſhal d'Eftrees ; but that, having ſince perceived 
the evil tendency of the Cardinal's public conduct, he 
had uſed every endeavour to prevail on the Queen 


to revoke her conſent, and to diſſuade the Duke de 


Mercœur from his deſign, to whom he had alſo given 
the moſt poſitive aſſurances that he would never yield 
his concurrence therein, IT „„ 
Although this, his Royal Highneſs's declaration, 
appeared rather unfivourable to the Duke de Mer- 


cœur's cauſe, yet the affair was ſuffered to drop, ſeeing 


that it would have been a very difficult matter to annul 
a marriage, which had been performed and conſum- 
mated in all the requiſite forms: beſides, a buſineſs 
of much greater importance was now in apitation, 
The Queen and her council were afliduous in their 
endeavours, to compel the Prince of Conde to retire 

| 1 from 
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from Paris, and they inceſſantly preſſed the Coadjutor 
to exert himſelf vigorouſly, in oppoſition to all his 
Highneſs's defigns in the parliament. The Coad- 
jutor and his party wiſhed for the Prince's abſence, ſtill 
more ardently than even the Queen herſelf : for, al- 
though they were very ſenſible that little confidence 
was to be placed in the Cardinal's promiſes, yet they 
were ſo enraged at his Highneſs's repeated perfidy, 
that they ſuffered their defire of revenge to get the 
better of every other conſideration whatever. More- 
over, they flattered themſelves, that the Prince's re- 
treat would not render the Cardinal ſo abſolutely the 
maſter of affairs, but that he would ſtill ſtand in need 
of their ſupport for ſome time, whence, he would be 
neceſſitated to grant them certain favours, and, per- 
| haps, the nomination of the Coadjutor to the 
Cardinalſhip. Ea n 
On the other hand, the Rrince ot Conde ſtrove to 
maintain his ground in Paris, being very unwilling to 
quit the city: but, as he perceived the period of 
the King's coming of age to draw on apace, and as his 
credit with the people diminiſhed daily, through his 
variance with the Frondeurs, he began to take the 
neceflary ſteps, both within and without the kingdom, 
for forming ſuch a party as might enable him to keep 
the Cardina! in awe, and oblige his eminency to grant 
him thoſe favours which he had, hitherto, conſtantly 
refuſed him. However, unfortunately for him, theſe. 

negotiations could not be carried on ſo ſecretly, but 
that they came to the knowledge of the court ; the 
Queen, therefore, finding herſelf prefled by the par- 
liament for an anſwer to its laſt edit, by which ſhe. 
was requeſted to iſſue a more explicit declaration againſt 
Cardinal Mazarin, judged this a proper time to drop 
the maſk : and, as the Prince of Conde had never ap- 
peared at the Louvre fince the day that he had been 
conducted thither by the Duke of Orleans, her Ma- 
jeſty determined to make a public complaint of his 
Highneſs's diſreſpectful and dangerous conduct, there- 
by to oblige him to retire from the city, and, at the 
fame time, ta evade the urgent ſoli-irations of the par- 
liament wich regard to Cardinal Mazarin. 
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With this view, her Majeſty commanded the at- 
tendance of all the ſuperior courts, as alſo of the city 
corporation, on the 17th of Auguſt 1651 ; and the 
_ parliament having, accordingly, ſent deputies to the 
| the Duke of Orleans, and many others of the 
nobility and great officers of the ſtate being, alſo, pre- 
ſent on the occaſion, 'a. kind of memorial was read to 
them, which was afterwards delivered to the firſt Pre- 
fident of the parliament, to be communicated by him 
to the whole aſſembly. This memorial contained a 
freſh promiſe from their Majeſties never to recal the 
Cardinal, and a ſummary diſcuſſion of his Highneſs's 
conduct, in which he was, firſt,” reproached with his 
 Ingratitude for the numerous favours which he had re- 
ceived from the court. Their Majeſties then pro- 
ceeded to ſet forth, that they had received undoubted 
information, that the Prince had commenced a ſecret 
correſpondence with the Archduke, the Count de 
Fuenſaldagne, and other enemies of the ſtate ; that, 
on this account, he would not ſuffer the Spaniards to 
evacuate Stenai, of which place they had taken poſ- 
ſeſſion during the time of his impriſonment, although 
this was the ſole proof of his good intentions which the 
King had exacted from him; that he had written to 
all the different parliaments, and to all the principal 
cities of the kingdom to incite them to a revolt; that 
he had fortified all thoſe places which remained in 
his hands, particularly Montrond, whither the prin- 
ceſs [of Conde] and the Dutcheſs de Longueville had 
already retired ; chat he had conftantly refuſed to join 
the King's army with his troops, and that, inſtead of 
being employed againſt the enemies of the kingdom, 
they were ſolely occupied in ravaging the provinces of 
Picardy and Champagne; and, finally, that their Ma- 
jeſties had judged it expedient to acquaint the parlia- 
ment with all theſe matters; not doubting but that 
that aſſembly would uſe its utmoſt efforts to ſupport 
the King's authority, and to prevail on the Prince to 
return to his duty. | 5 
The contents of this memorial cauſed an univerſal 
ſurprize, and it certainly laid the foundation of all 
thoſe diſturbances which quickly afterwards enſued. 
| 7 . The 
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certain, that he ſuggeſted an 


rn 
The Prince endeavoured to exculpate himſelf from the 


charges brought againſt him, by imputing them to the 
malice of his enemies, particularly of the Coadjutor, 


whom he called a ſlanderer, accuſing him alſo of being 


the author of the above memorial, and of having been 
preſent at ſeveral conferences, at the Count de Mon- 
treſor's Hotel, at which meaſures had been taken for 
impriſoning him a ſecond time. His Highneſs had 
never ſpoken ſo plainly on the ſubject of theſe con- 
ferences before, out of complaiſance to M. de Lyonne, 


by whom he had been firſt informed of them, which 
circumſtance he ſtill cautiouſly endeavoured to con- 


ceal, by mentioning the Coadjutor and the Count 
de Montreſor, only, as being preſent at thoſe meet- 
ings. But this artifice only ſerved to render the 
Cdadjutor and his friends ſtill more ſuſpicious of 
M. de Lyonne; although it was the opinion of many, 
that he would not have dared to reveal the ſecret, 
unleſs he had been impowered ſo to do by Cardinal 
Mazarin. # VV | 
Be that as it may, the Coadjutor poſitively diſ- 
Claimed all ſhare in framing the memorial, tho? it is 
7 approved of it, diſavow- 
ing alſo every, the leaſt knowledge of the above- 
mentioned conferences at the Count de Montreſor's, 
on the ſubject of which he ſpoke with ſuch apparent 
indifferency and unconcern, that the aſſembly was 
greatly puzzled to know what judgment to form 
thereon. The Prince then laid before the parliament 
two written vindications of his conduct; one of which 
was drawn up in his own name, and contained diſtinct 


_ anſwers to all the ee ſpecified in their Majeſties 


aforementioned memorial; the other being a declara- 
tion of the Duke of Orleans, to the ſame purport. 
The Prince was very urgent with the Duke of Orleans 
to attend in perſon in the parliament, in order to give 
the 2 ſanction to his declaration; but his Royal 

Highneſs could not be induced to comply, having, for 

ſome time paſt, withdrawn himſelf from the aſſembly, 


both on account of the almoſt daily riots which hap- 
pened at the Palais, and alſo from an unwillingneſs to 


enter into an oppoſition to the court, or to diſoblige 
Vor. I. H = e 
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it adviſeable for him to go thither a ſecond time, hav- 
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the Coadjutor, who had now acquired great influence 
over him. It is even certain, that he ſought every 


_ pretext to excuſe himſelf from granting the Prince this 


declaration in his favour ; but he was, at length, com- 


pelled to yield to his Highneſs s importunity. 


This declaration ſet forth, that he (the Duke of 
Orleans) had been made acquainted with the Queen's 
intentions, of commanding the attendance of the 
ſuperior courts, a very ſhort time only before that 
meaſure: was carried into execution; that the above- 
recited memorial had been communicated to him but a 
quarter of an hour before the arrival of the deputies of 


the parliament ; that it contained many exceptionable 
articles, which he had adviſed her Majeſty to ſuppreſs ; 
that the Prince of Conde had, in his preſence, propoſed n 


to the Queen, and afterwards to the council, two dif- 
ferent plans for compelling the Spaniards to evacuate 
Stenai, one of which was to conclude a ſuſpenſion 
of arms between that city and the province of Luxem- 
bourg, and the other to give him the command of a 
detachment, of two thouſand men, with which he 


would lay ſiege to the city and drive them out by force, 


which he could not effect with a ſmaller body of troops, 
ſeeing that he had only two hundred men in the citadel, 
whereas the number of Spaniards in the city, amounted 


to upwards of five hundred; that the ſole reaſon of the 


Prince's refuſal to join the. King? s army with his troops 
was, that the former was commanded by the Marſhal de 
la Ferte, a man totally devoted to Cardinal Mazarin, 
whom he had conſtantly attended ever ſince his retreat 
from the city, and had given him admiſſion into all 
thoſe places which were under his government; in con- 
tempt of the ſeveral prohibitory edicts of the parlia- 
ment; that, the Prince having applied to his Royal 
Highneſs, to appoint a perſon to the command of his 
troops, he (his R. H.) had accordingly nominated 
M Vallon, but that the Queen would not permit him 
to take upon himſelf that office; that the Prince's 
jealouſies and ſuſpicions were but too well founded; 

that he had not met with a ſatisfactory reception at the 
Palais Royal ; that his Royal Highneſs had not judged 


ing 
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ing received undoubted intelligence of thoſe con- 
ferences of which the Prince complained; and, finally, 
that he could not ſuſpect the Prince of forming any evil 
deſigns againſt the ſtate. The Prince of Condé's de- 
claration was couched in terms nearly ſimilar to the 
foregoing. He proteſted that he had not had the leaſt 
ſhare, either before or during the time of his impriſon- 
ment, in any of the proceedings. which had been 
carried on againſt the Cardinal; that, it was true 
that; ſince the above period, he had uſed all his 
efforts, in concert with the parliament and the whole 


911214 


nation, to preſerve the public, tramquillity, which, would 
have been much endangered by the Cardinal's return; 
that, had the council taken proper precaution to remove 
the apprehenſions of the public, relative to the corre- 
ſpondence qpenly carried on withthe Cardinal, the parlia- 
ment would not have been neceſſitated to requelt their 
Majeſties to confirm the, edits which, had been iflued by 
that aſſembly, and to defeat which appeared to be the 
deſign of the late memorial; that, with regard to 
the favours with which he was reproached, he thought 
himſelf juſtly entitled to them by his ſervices; that, 
after all, neither he nor his friends had ſo many places 
in their hands as the Cardinal and his creatures, who 
commanded in Pignerol, Perpignan, Roſes, Breſt, 
Denkirk, Mardyke, Bergues, Dourlans, la Baſſee, 
Bapaume, Y pres, Courtrai, &c, that ſomething more 
than mere-promiſes, was wanting, to inſure the abſence 
of a man, who poſſeſſed the keys of ſo many doors, by 
which.he might re-enter the kingdom whenever. he 
ſhould think proper; that whoever conſidered. the 
diſagreement which exiſted between him and the firſt 
Prefident [of the parliament] would never impute to 
him the laſt change in the council, in which he 
declared that he had had no ſhare, unleſs it were in 
oppoſing, in concert with the Duke of Orleans, the - 
violent counſels of the Coadjutor and the Count de 
Montreſor, who had adviſed that the ſeals ſhould be 
taken from the firſt, Preſident by force, that the citizens 
mould be excited to take arms, and to repair in a budy 
to the Palais Royal; that the removal of Meſſieurs 
Servien, le Tellier, and de Lyonne, was eſſential to 
| Fo '- bb ae 0 his 
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his perſonal ſecurity, and had been approved by the 
general voice of the parliament and the people, and; 
if the Queen had deigned to comply with his demands 


in that inſtance, he would immediately have conformed 


himſelf to her Majeſty's pleaſure ; but that, perceivin 
that a regular correſpondenee was carried on wit 


the Cardinal at the ſame time, he had judged it 


expedient to provide for his ſafety ; that this was the 
ſole cauſe of his perſeyerance in withdrawing himſelf 
from the court and the council, in which every thing 
was determined according to the Cardinal's: pleaſure, 
and into which, he Was well informed, that it was in- 
tended to introduce ſome perſons, who were ſtill more 
devoted to his eminency than thoſe who 11d been. diſ- 
„ 

The perſons here binted at were M. de Chitemu- 
neuf * (an intimate friend of the Dutcheſs: de Chev- 
reuſe, and Madame de Rhodes) whom his Highneſs 
had cauſed to be diſmiſſed from his poſt of Keeper 
of the Seals, and who was afterwards re- inſtated, and Was 
appointed to the Prefidency of the Council, and the 
Marquis de la Vieuville, on whom the office of Super- 


intendant of the Finances was conferred. 


His Highneſs then proceeded to declare, that it was 
true that he had written to: the different Parliaments 
and Cities. of the kingdom, but that it had been with 
the ſole intent of juſtifying himſelf from the impu- 
tation of a deſign, with which he had been openly 
charged, to excite a civil war; that the Princeſs lof 
Conde] and the Dutcheſs de Longueville had no other 
view, in retiring to Montrond, than to ſhelter them- 
ſelves trom the enterpriſes of their enemies; that it was 


_ falſe that he had fortified thoſe places which were in his 


hands, although he was empowered ſo to do by the 
King ; and, finally, that the accuſation of correſpond- 


Ing with the Spaniards was an abſolute calumny, and 


moſt injurious to the honour of a Prince of the blood, 
for which he demanded juſtice ; that he earneſtly en- 
treated the afſen.bly to procure him ſatis action in this 


demand, and to prevail on his Majeſty to name the 
authors 


* The Prince had conceived an invincible averſion to him, on 
account of his having given judgment in the cauſe of M. de 


Montmorenci. i 
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authors of the accuſation, readily ſubmitting himſelf to 


the judgment of the aſſembly, ſhould it appear that he 
had acted in any manner derogatory to the dignity of his 
-deſeents? 5125 wo wn lh; $0102.23 Sod 3 rhatt oy 


After theſe declarations, | and their Majeſties me- 
morial had been read, a debate enſued: amongſt the 


variety of opinions, there were two which carried 


with them much greater weight than the reſt; of which 
the firſt was, that the Duke of Orleans ſhould be re- 


queſted to mediate a reconciliation between their Ma- 
jeſties and the Prince; and the latter, that the memorial 


and declarations, on both fides, ſhould be ſuppreſſed, 
and be no more mentioned. But, as the aſſembly could 
not come to any deciſion on that day, the further con- 
ſideration of the buſineſs was poſtponed to the 21ſt of 
Auguſt 1651. As the members retired from the 


Palais, a number of . perſons in the hall repeatedly 


ſhouted, © No Mazarin! No Coadjutor “ doubtleſs 
by order of the Prince of Conde, who came to the 


parliament on that day with ſo numerous a train of 


_ officers and ſoldiers, that it is ſurprizing that the Coad- 


jutor did not meet with much greater inſults, he being 
but very lightly accompanied at the time. For this 
reaſon, as it was neceſſary that he ſhould juſtify himſelf 
before the Parliament on the Monday, he judged it 
would be great imprudence to expoſe himſelf in tature 
to ſuch imminent riſque; and therefore took proper 
meaſures to provide himſelf with a ſtrong guard, in 
which he ſucceeded marvelonfly well, confidering the 
ſhortneſs of the time, all the Frondeurs having united on 
this occaſion, except the Duke of Beaufort, Who had 
declared himſelf in favour of the Prince. 


As her Majeſty confidered the Coadjutor as the 


only perſon who could ſupport the King's authority 
in the parliament, ſhe gave orders to the officers of 
the ſeveral corps of the body-guards, gendarmes, and 


light-horſe, to ſend a number of their men, ſecretly, 


to the Palais, on the Monday morning, who ſhould 


be under the direction of the Marquis de Laigues, and 


to whom the watch-word -of Notre-Dame was given, 
to diſtinguiſh them. The Prince of Conde, alſo, collected 


a numerous 
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a numerous body of attendants, to whom he Lare. He 
watch word of-S. Louis. 
The Coadjutor came the firſt to the Palais, ac- 
companied by a conſiderable number of perſons: of qua- 
lity, who placed themſelves near the bar of the court, 
whilſt the King's Council occupied all tie ſpace between 
the bar, and the door of the grand chamber, where the 
tip-ſtaves were accuſtomed to ſtand. The ſoldiers diſ- 
perſed themſelves, as if without defign, i in ſuch a man- 
ner, as to be able to attack the partizans of the Princes 
on all fides at once. In a word, a:riot was ſo univer- 
Tally expected, that many of the members came to the 
aſſembly armed with ſwords, pon iards, and other wea- 
Pons, which they concealed under their gowns. 
The Count de Montreſor, alſo, came, with a view 
of exculpating himſelf from the accuſations brought 
againſt him by the Prince of Condé: but, not being 
able to gain admittance into the aſſembly, on account 
of the crowd, he repaired, with M. Argenteuil, and 
ſome others of their party, to the bar of the tip- 
ſtaves. A conſiderable number of the friends of the 
Princes had already taken poſſeſſion of this ſpot; which 
circumſtance had nearly proved fatal to the ContJugor 
in the end, ts 
His Royal Highneſs abſented himſelf, on. this oc- 
caſion, as he had done from all the late aſſemblies; 
ſo that the two parties, being totally uninfluenced by 
any conſiderations, either of decorum or reſpect, gave 
an unbounded looſe to their virulency againſt each 
other, The Prince of Conde began with declaring, | 
that ſome evil deſigns were in agitation. againſt his 
perſon ; that, in paſſing through the hall, he had re- 
marked a number of the Coadjutor's friends in the 
croud; and that ten men per company had been de- 
tached from each of the companies of the guards, to 
whom the watch- word of Notre-Dame had been given. 
All this tbe Coadjutor acknowledged; adding, that he 
had judged it neceſſary to requeſt the attendance of his 
friends, in order that he might not again be expoſed 
to a like danger with that by which he had been 
threatened at the laſt aſſembly; but chat, if the Prince 
would diſmiſs his followers, he would deſire his friends 
tO 
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to retire alſo. Accordingly, the parliament having 
ordered the hall to be cleared, M. de Champlatreux, 
and ſome others of the members, were commiſſioned 


to carry that order into execution: and the Prince 
having ſent the Duke de la Rochefoucault with them, 


be 22 
* We: 1.99 2 * 7 9 ee A 
r 5 FO av int I Ts + SR ANN — 
. TIE MES I —rg, PH > 5B Foe —— en 


1 


cr a 


—— > 
2 n ** 2 8 ASI CIO + * 

8 N r ie 1) Ee KS . * Me 8 r 2 <2 5 
n 3 : a? 4 IN 8 
nen neee 8 —— ä "4 
* e 8 IE, IRS IE. 

* 4 r N e — 


to defire his friends to retire, the Coadjutor went in 
perſon to diſmiſs his partizans, totally unapprized of | 
the danger to which he was going to expoſe himſelf. | 
He had ſcarcely paſſed the door of the tip-ſtaves 8 
. chamber, accompanied by M. d' Argenteuil, before five 4 
or ſix of the Prince's footmen, came running towards b- 
him, ſword in hand, crying, * down with the Maza- 1 


rin !' Immediately both parties drew their ſwords, 
and the Coadjutor's friends ruſhed to his aſſiſtance, 
ſhouting, * God ſave the King!“ and their antago- 
niſts, God ſave the King, and the Princes! inſomuch 
that, in the ſpace of a moment, three or four thou- 
| ſand naked ſwords appeared on every ſide, There is 
good reaſon to believe, that there would have been 
much blood ſhed on the occaſion, had any one began 
the attack, and alſo had not the Prince's party been 
the moſt numerous, as the Coadjutor's friends were, 
at firſt, obliged to give ground, and the ſoldiers, with 
their officers at their head, were preparing to ſurround . 
the adherents of the Princes. But it fortunately hap- * 
pened that the Marquis de Crenan, captain of the 
Prince of Conti's guards, addrefling himſelf to the 
Marquis de Foſſeuſe, the heir of the houſe of Mont- 
morenci, and one of the Coadjutor's chief friends, ob- 
ſerved, that it- was a pity that ſo many brave men, . 
and perſons of the firſt quality, ſhoutd cut each others 
throats, in the cauſe of ſoch a ſcoundrel as the Cardi- 
nal. The Marquis de Foſſeuſe making anſwer, that 
the preſent conteſt had no reference to the Cardinal}, 
but that it was expected that every one ſhould join in 
ſhouting ſolely, God ſave the King ” the Marquis 
de Crenan-replied,-* We are all faithful ſubjects of the 
King.“ at the ſame time ſheathing his ſword: which 
example was immediately followed by all the reft of 
the perſons in the Palais, who unanimouſly united in 
a general acclamation of, God ſave the King!“ with- 
out any further addition. However, the Coadjutor 
| | TOE being 


x wet 
„5 


Ae 
h oy ITT. IA a. een r 
* 


2 
- 
* 


152 MEMOIRS OF 
being defirous of returning to the grand chamber, 
through the apartment of the tip-ſtaves, he there met 
with the Duke de la Rochefoucault, who had ordered 
the iron bar to be put to the door, which was thereby 
kept partly open, but not ſufficiently ſo to admit a 
man to paſs through. The Duke, whilſt the Coadju- 
tor was attempting to force himſelf through, adviſed 
M. de Chavagnac, a friend of the Prince of Conde, to 
poniard him: but that gentleman replied, that he 
came there to ſerve the Prince, but not to aſſaſſinate 
any man, and that the Duke might poniard him him- 
ſelf, if he pleaſed. „ | E 
The Coadjutor eſcaped a ſtill more threatening dan- 
ger, in the attempt to get through the door-way, by 


the affiſtance of M. d'Argenteuil, who, doubtleſs, ſav- 


ed his life on the occaſion. For a man, whoſe name 
was Pech, one of the loweſt of the people, and the 
greateſt clamourer for the Prince of Conde, advanced 
towards him, accompanied by his wife, with a drawn 


poniard in his hand, crying out, Where is that 
© ſcoundrel. the Coadjutor? I will certainly kill him, 


© if I find him? At this inſtant M. d' Argenteuil very 


dexterouſly threw the gown of a friar, who chanced 
to be preſent, over the Coadjutor, thereby concealing 


his pontifical robes from view, and, placing himſelf 


between the parties, he calmly aſked the wretch, whe- 


ther he meant to murder his archbiſhop. This queſ- 


tion awed him into reſpec ; and, intelligence having 


been carried to the grand chamber, in the mean time, 


- 


of the danger to which the Coadjutor was expoſed, M. 
de Champlatreux, though no friend to that prelate, 
and a domeſtic of the Prince of Conde, went, in all 
haſte, to the tip-ſtaves apartment, in order to cauſe 
the door to be opened for his admifſion, which he, at 
length, with much difficulty, effected, with the aſſiſt- 
ance of M. Noblet d*Auvilliers. The laſt mentioned 


| wg rendered the Coadjutor, whom he only knew 


by fight, a moſt eſſential ſervice on the occaſion, by 
facilitating his admiſſion, and, alſo, by warding off, as 
he alledges, a blow made at him, by a man with a 
naked poniard: in gratitude for, which that prelate 

| | | received 


> 


received M. Noblet into his family, where he remained 
Thus the. Coadjutor returned to the grand chamber, 


juſt at the inſtant that the people in the hall ſheathed 


their ſwords, and, M. de Champlatreux having had 


ſome converſation with the leaders on each ſide, both 


parties retired into the court-yard of the Palais, by 


different doors, in order to avoid. all confuſion and dif- 


pute, the partizans of the Prince of Condé having in- 
ſiſted that the Coadjutor's friends ſhould quit the hall 
firſt, : | 


x 


flamed, to ſuffer them to act with calmneſs. At 
the breaking up of the aſſembly, the Prince of Conde 
and the Coadjutor were received by their reſpective 
friends, in the court-yard of the Palais, and were 
conducted home by them. It muſt not be omitted, 


that ſome ſharp words paſſed between the Coadjutor 


and the Duke de la Rochefoucault, after they had re- 
turned to the grand chamber: but the diſpute was 
very cavalierly terminated by the Coadjutor, who, if it 
is to be credited, addreſſed the Duke, before the whole 
aſſembly, in the following terms: Friend la Fran- 
chiſe,” (which was the Duke's name) © ] am a prieſt, 
and you are a mere coward : therefore we ſhall not 
“e fight together on this occaſion,” Nevertheleſs, the 
Duke de Briſſac, a relation of the Coadjutor, and who 
always accompanied him whenever he went to the 
parliament, upon his return home from the aſſembly, 


{ent M. de St. Auban, a gentleman of Dauphiny, with 


a challenge to the Duke de la Rochefoucault : bur, 
this circumſtance having tranſpired, the matter was af- 
terwards ſuffered to drop. „„ 

In the afternoon, the Duke of Orleans ſent a perſon 
to the Coadjutor, to deſire that he would not go to the 


parliament on the next day: but to this he could 


ſcarcely be perſuaded to conſent, although he had been 


already informed, that the Queen was perfectly ſatisfied 


with what he had done, and that ſhe expected no- 
thing further from him. However, as he deemed that 
the withdrawing himſelf on this occaſion would be, in 
| | H 5 | ſome 


rr 


No buſineſs was done in the parliament on this day, | 
the reſentment of the members being too much in- 


5 


— — — 


* . 4 7 +4 #1 bew PI” - _—— Fi 4 o 4 * 
= ** M Wes 2 2 n J 
IE ; — — n 2 Ie 3 | : V9 
* — A ar en bt e S . 2 n 
rr 2 r 2 2 4 8 n 8 * ae ET PF 1 ˙ Senate BEI 25 * r rer 4 53 ** 2 = 

RE ET RR Sing e — a * mm Er races 2 r ⁰ d . 
in rg IT. EONS as WR MM War ifs bd Shen ho hate 95 ee PLD, 88 SI NS ES . — ß Ic ee . 
: —— 


— Neg 
5 5 1 


— 34-1 x ples 
c 


154 ME MO IRS OF 

ſome ſort, to deſert the party, he would not have 
yielded readily, had not {oli fog ſuggeſted to him a very 
plauſible pretext for abſenting himſelf, by attending 
the ſolemn proceſſion of the ſeveral religious fra- 
ternities, which was to be made on that day, and 
at which it was cuſtomary for the archbiſhop, and 
all the curates of the city to be preſent. This pro- 
ceſſion is made from the Madelaine to the convent 
of the Cordeliers, Where maſs is performed: and as 
the archbiſhop's health would not permit him to aſſiſt 

at the ceremony, decency required that the Coadjutor 
ſhould ſupply his place; and *tis probable that he was 
not diſpleaſed with having found the means to ſecure 
both bl honour and his perſon. | 

Nevertheleſs, he was very near being expoſed t to as 
much danger on this occaſion,” as he had been on the 
preceding day, although; in the end, the affair turned 
out advantageouſly for him. The Prince of Conde 
'chanced, on that* day, to leave the Palais, in order to 
return to the Hotel de Conde, jult ar the time that the 
proceſſion was returning from the Cordeliers convent to 
the Madelaine, and the rabble who went before his 
Highneſs's coach, without any reſpect for the ſolemnity, 
began to inſult the Coadjutor, as the proceſſion paſſed 
thro' the ſtreet du Paon with their uſual cry of,“ down 
4 with the Mazarin !”” But the Prince filenced them: 
and when his carriage reached the ſpot where the Coad- 
jutor was, he ordered it to ſtop, and the door to be 
opened ; and all thoſe who were with him in the coach 
got out and threw themſclves on their knees, not. ex- 
cepting even M. Gaucourt, who did the ſame with the 
reſt, although he was of the Protzſtant religion. The 
Prince kneeled down in the door-way of the coach, and 
the Coadjutor gave him his benediction as he paſſed 
along, after which he made a very reſpectful bow 
to his Highneſs, who returned the compliment with 
as much politeneſs, as if they had been upon the 
beſt terms whatever: after which both. parties went 
their way. 

After this day, the Coadjutor beten no more to 
the parliament, not being required ſo to do by the 
Queen, who conſtantly expreſſed herſelf well — 

| wit 


GUT: QL I; 1 
with his conduct. An exculpatory declaration was 
demanded : for which reaſon the parliament ordered, 
that all the different papers ſhould be laid before their 
Majeſties, and that the Queen ſhould be humbly re- 
queſted to ſuppreſs the whole affair, as alſo, that his 
Royal Highneſs ſhould be defired to interpoſe his good 
offices towards procuring an accommodation. os $i 

The Prince's partizans would fain have carried mat. 
ters ſtill farther, by adding to the foregoing reſolutions, 
that the Queen ſhould be requeſted to name the authors 
of the declaration againſt his Highneſs, and to produce 
the proofs of the charges contained therein. But, the 
Coadjutor's friends uniting with the court party, on 
this occaſion, the deſign was rendered abortive. 

At length, the Queen having commanded the at- 
tendance of the parliament, the Chancellor acquainted 
them, in her Majeſty's. name, that, the charge againſt 
the Prince of Conde, of carrying on a correipondence 
with the Spaniards, not having been confirmed, her 
Majeſty was willing to believe it to be void of foun- 
dation; that ſhe had fince learnt that his Highneſs had 
cauſed Stenai to be evacuated ; that his troops were on 
their march to join the King's army; that he had given 
orders for ſtopping the fortifications which had been be- 
gun at Montrond, and for reducing the garriſons of 
thoſe places to their eſtabliſhed. number of troops; and 

that her Majeſty expected that his Highneſs ſhould, 
in confirmation of his good intentions, immediately 
wait on the King, and return. to his feat in the: 
council... - | . 

This declaration was dictated by M. de Chateauneuf, 
who had been reſtored to favour, and had been placed 
at the head of the council, but without returning him 
the ſeals, which ſtill remained in the hands of the: 

' firſt Preſident, bi Ts 5 N 
It will be proper to relate here the various pretexts: 
which were made uſe of for depriving M. de Cha- 
teauneuf of the ſeals: and. which were omitted in their: 
due place. 3 | 

The parliament urgently demanded the declaration: 
for the excluſion of foreigners, and of all. Cardinals —_— 
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the council. The keeper of the ſeals refuſed to iſſue 
it, maintaining that the Queen, fimply as guardian to 
her ſon, was not impowered to a a ſimilar law. - 
The reaſon aſſigned was a very good one; but the real 
motive to his refuſal was, that he was in hopes of 
obtaining a Cardinal's hat, in caſe the marriage of the 
5 4 of Conti, who had the nomination, ſhould take 
lace. | e 0 ; 
c The Coadjutor received intelligence that the Queen, 
who had conſtantly enjoined the \ keeper of the ſeals 
to this conduct, had determined to grant the declara- 
tion, after the keeper of the ſeals ſhould have refuſed it, 
purpoſely to throw the hatred of the parliament upon 
him. LE a | | 

My father was ſent to the keeper of the ſeals, to 
exhort him to yield ; but he continued immoveable in 
his determination, giving no other reaſon for his per- 
ſeverance, than that if the Queen was ſincere in her 
refuſal he ſhould have nothing to fear: that, if ſhe was 
reſolved on his ruin, he ſhould only diſgrace himſelf, 
by conſenting to a meaſure, which had been refuſed on 
ſuch juſt grounds, and that, in the courſe of a week, 
he might be diſmiſſed from his poſt on ſome other pre- 
text. | 5 | 

When the deputies of the parhament were admitted 
to the Queen's preſence, the keeper of the ſeals 
approached her Majeſty, to receive her orders on the 
ſubje& of the requeſted declaration. She perſiſted in 
refuſing to grant it: the firſt Preſident harangued. 
The keeper of the ſeals replied, with great ſtrength of 
argument. The Queen, riſing from her ſeat, ſaid : 
% Mr. keeper of the ſeals, ſet the ſeal to the declaration 
„which the_parliament requires;” and immediately 
retired into her cloſet, The keeper of the ſeals returned 
to his own houſe, where he found M. Guenegaud, who 
took the ſeals away with him, arid delivered them to 
the firſt Preſident. . | - 

One of the members of the parliament having acquaint- 
ed the Duke of Orleans, that he had juſt come from the 
firſt Preſident's, where he had ſeen the ſeals. lying 
on the table, my father adviſed his Royal Highneſs to 


: | | 80, 
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$0, with the Prince of Conde, and to take them away 


y force. The Duke approved of the propoſal, and 
conſulted the Prince of Condé on the ſubject, who, 


being perfectly well acquainted with his Royal High- | 


neſs's want of reſolution, anſwered that he was ready 
to accompany him; that he underſtood the war of 
the field, but was totally unverſed in that of factious 
incendiaries and printed publications. This was ſuffici- 


ent 9. nanny his Royal Highneſs to drop his inten- 


tion 
M. de Chateauneuf ſent a meſſage to the Duke of 
Orleans, by my father, that he would not re. accept of 


the ſeals, but that, when his Royal Highneſs ſhould 


have taken them into his own poſſeſſion, he would wait 
on him daily, to give him his advice. 

The ſeals, therefore, remained in the 199585 of this 
firſt Preſident, who, nevertheleſs, ſtill continued at 
the head of the parliament, for which latter office he 
was very well qualified, whereas in the buſineſs of the 
cabinet he was quite a novice, 

It had been imagined that the Queen's Jechirarith 
would have reduced. the Prince of Conde to the neceſſity 
of yielding. Her Majeſty required nothing of him but 
what was reaſonable, and juſtified him, in ſame de- 
gree, from the charge of correſponding with the 
enemies of the ſtate, although it was well known that 
the accuſation was far from being groundleſs, and that 
he ſtill continued to concert meaſures with them for 
kindling a war in the kingdom. But the Queen dif- 
ſembled on the ſubject, purpoſely to. deprive him of 


every pretext : and as the Prince of Conde infifted upon 


an exculpatory declaration, in which demand he was 
ſupported by the Duke of Orleans, in the parliament, 
her Majeſty, at length, determined to comply with the 
demand, and, at the ſame time to iſſue the edit, which 
had ſo long and earneſtly been ſolicited by the parlia- 
ment, againſt Cardinal Mazarin: after which, it was 
the general opinion that the Prince of Condé would 
no longer ſeruple to return to the Palais Royal. 


But thoſe who examined matters more cloſely, and | 


who were acquainted with the various intrigues of 
| the 
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the Prince, to win the parliament and the people to his 
fide, rightly judged that even theſe concefſions would 
not be ſufficient to induce him to comply. In fact, 
finding himſelf now deprived of every plauſible reaſon 
for perſevering in his refuſal, and obſerving alſo, that 
the period of the King's coming of age approached 
apace, he determined to retire to Bourdeaux, after hav- 
ing written a letter to the King, to excuſe his conduct 
on the occaſion. 

It is certain, that che Princy adopted this reſolution 
with great unwillingneſs, foreſecing that it might be 
productive of diſagreeable conſequences. Moreover, 
he felt much repugnancy at quitting his fine ſeat at 
Chantilly, and it was with the utmoſt regret that he 
ſaw himſelf compelled to leave Madam de Chicillon, for 
whom he had conceived a violent paſſion. But the 
Duicheſs de Longueville, the Duke de la Rochefoucault, 
and a multitude of officers of the army, by whom he 
was conſtantly environed, and who only ſought to 
better their fortunes, at length determined him to take 
up the trade of war. The Dutcheſs de Longueville 
and the Duke de la Rochefoucault, who had firſt ſet on. 
foot the negotiations between the Prince of Conde and 
the Cardinal, and who had diſcovered that the lat- 
ter only trifled with them, were eagerly bent on 
revenge. 

They had 3 and nn inculcated into 
the Prince, a notion that the leaſt ſhew of a preparation 
for war would ſo far diſmay the Cardinal and the court, 
that before his Highneſs could reach Bourges, a carte 
blanche would be ſent after him. The Dutcheſs de 
Longueville had, moreover, particular and private rea- 
ſons for wiſhing for a rupture, as ſhe was very deſirous 
of eluding the ſolicitations of her huſband, who ur- 
gently preſſed her to return with him; and as nothing 
could juſtify her refuſal but the pretext of ſupporting 
her brother, in a quarrel, in which all knew ſhe was as 
much, and more concerned than any one elſe, 

Thus the Prince of Conde yielded, in ſpite of him- 
ſelf in a manner, to the ſolicitations and reſentments 
af thoſe by whom he was ſurrounded. He —— 
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of the intereſted motives by which they were actuated, 
and this drew from him a declaration, that if once 
they cauſed him to draw the ſword, he would not 
ſheath it again ſo ſoon as their caprice might, perhaps, 
require.” F | $7.39 "Ny 
The Duke de Nemours had a great ſhare in de- 1 
termining the Prince to this conduct, and he con- 1 
tinued to the end firmly attached to his Highneſs's * 
intereſt. But it was otherwiſe with the Duke de L 
Longueville, who remained quiet in his government i 
of Normandy, much diſpleaſed with his wife, and 
little ſatisfied with the Prince of Conde, The Duke 
de Bouillon alſo, and the Viſcount 'Turenne rejected 
all the offers which were made them, to induce them 
to join the party, although the former had, at firſt, 
given the Prince hopes of his engaging with him, hav- 
ing had ſeveral conferences on the ſubject with the 
Duke de la Roche foucault. Finally, the Prince of 
Conde, before his departure, concerted ſome neceſſary 
meaſures with the Duke of Orleans, who, in the mean 
time, remained at Paris, to be a ſpedctator of the tra- 
gedy which was about to begin. | 
On the 7th of September. 1651, the King entered 
into his fourteenth year: on which day his Majeſty, 
accompanied by all the officers of the crown, and a 
numerous train of the nobility, richly habited, and 
mounted on. horſeback, proceeded from the Palais 
f Royal to the parhament, where he was declared of 
: age, with all the uſual folemnities, according to the 
laws of the kingdom. „ | 
Nevertheleſs, in the midſt of this pomp and magni- 
ficence, and notwithſtanding all the ſtreets were eroud- 
ed with ſpectators, it was eaſy to diſtinguiſh the un- 
happy temper of the times: inſtead of the cuſtomary 
ſhouts and acclamations, which ought on this occaſion 
to have been redoubled every moment, a mournful 
| filence almoſt univerſally prevailed, The rout of this 
cavalcade was through the ſtreets 8. Honoré, des 
Lombards, des Arcis, and from thence over the bridge 
of Notre-Dame, where ſome of the King's attendants 
having pointed out to him the Coadjutor, at the win- 
5 „ dow 
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dow of a houſe, near the church uf S. Denis de la 


Chartre, his Majeſty did him the honour to ſalute him. 


When the cavalcade arrived at the Palais, the de- 
claration of the King's being of age was firſt made 


In due form, after which his Majeſty, being ſeated 
on his bed of juſtice, returned the Queen thanks for 
the care ſhe had taken of his perſon and education; 


This compliment the Queen did not deſerve, as the 
and the Cardinal had taken little care to inſtruct the 
King, and to cultivate that happy diſpofition, which 
had diſcovered itſelf in his Majeſty from the firſt, in 
order the longer to keep him in dependance, and to 
preſerve to themſelves the management of affairs, 


Then followed an edi& againſt duelling, and another 
aàgainſt blaſphemers, as alſo an exculpatory declaration 


in favour of the Prince of Conde. 'This was done with 


the view of depriving him of every further pretext, and 


for giving the better colour to the meaſures which it 
was intended to put in execution againſt him. = a 

This declaration, however, did not prevent the 
Prince from continuing his journey; to which the 

blunder of a courier, whom the Marſhal de Gram- 
mont had ſent after him, to adviſe him to proceed 
no further, and to inform him that there were ſtill 
ſome hopes of an accommodation, not a little con- 
tributed. The Prince of Conde had been for ' ſome 

time at Augerville, a country ſeat belonging to the 
preſident Perrault. The courier, confounding Auger- 
ville with Angerville, took the road to the latter 
place : and the circuit which he was obliged to make 
was the cauſe that his Highneſs did not receive the 
Marſhal's letter till the inſtant that he was about to 
depar: from Augerville, Having read the letter, he 
told thoſe about him that, had it arrived a little ſooner, 


he might have been induced, to ſtop where he was; 


but that, being now on horſeback, he would not diſ- 
mount, nor truſt to hopes of which the completion 


was very uncertain. And thus, without any further 


deliberation, he directed his courſe to Bourdeaux, 
with the {mall retinue which he had been able to col- 
le&; but he was quickly followed' by. the Prince of 
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Conti, who had attended the ceremony of declaring this / 


King of age, by the Dukes de Nemours and de la Ro- 
chefoucault, and by moſt of the perſons of quality 
who had declared themſelves in his favour during 
the time of his impriſonment, except the Duke de 
Bouillon and the Viſcount de Turenne. The Count 


d'Ognon, who was governor of Brouage, alſo joined 
his party, after having held a conference with him at 


Bourdeaux, where the Prince met with the moſt wel- 
come reception, both from the people and the parlia- 


ment; the latter having immediately iſſued orders for 
ſeizing the King's revenues, and for complying, in 
every reſpect, with what his Highneſs ſhould re- 


quire. 5 5 
The Prince of Conde then gave orders for raiſing 
troops on all ſides, and diſtributed commiſſions _— 

e 


thoſe officers who accompanied him ; inſomuch that 
quickly found himſelf at the head of an army of ten or 


twelve thouſand regular troops, and ready to enter upon 
action. But as it was abſolutely requiſite that the 
public ſhould be made acquainted, that he had been 
compelled to proceed to theſe extremities, from mo- 
tives of ſelf defence, and mere neceſſity, his Highneſs - 
firſt 3 a letter to the Duke of Orleans, which was 

compoſed in the form of a manifeſto, containing a 


recital of all that had paſſed at court, ſince the time 


of his reſtoration to liberty. In this letter he par- 


ticularly mentioned the appointment of Meſſrs. de 


Chateauneuf and de la Vieuville to be members of 
the council; they being creatures of Cardinal Mazarin, 
to whom they were far more devoted than Meffrs. 
Servien, le Tellier, and de Lyonne, who had been 
diſmiſſed ſolely with. the view of deceiving him, and 
of replacing them with ſuch perſons as were his avowed 


enemies. He alſo endeavoured to infinuate, that he 


had undertaken nothing without the concurrence of 
his Royal Highneſs, who, he obſerved, had not ap- 


proved of the above change any more than himſelf : 


concluding with ſome general proteſtations of contribut- 
Ing, all in his power, to the execution of ſuch mea- 
ſures, as his Royal Highneſs and the parliament ſhould 


judge 
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Judge moſt conducive to the general welfare, in the 
preſent diſordered ſtate of public affairs. 

The court, being informed of what paſſed at Bour- 
deaux, determined to remove to Fontainbleau, on the 
- 26th of September, and from thence to Poictiers, in or- 


der to be nearer at hand, to oppoſe the deſigns and pro- 
greſs of the Prince of Conde, leaving the management 


of affairs at Paris to M. de Chateauneuf, the Marquis 
de Vieuville, the fir Preſident, [of the parliament] 
and, above all, the Coadjutor: and the latter engaged 
to ay. all his influence with the Duke of Orleans, the 
parliament, and the people, in order to keep every 
thing quiet, and to traverſe the deſigns of the Prince's 
friends. Not that the Queen and the Cardinal 
placed an implicit confidence in the,, Coadjutor, but 
they were ſo well convinced, from all the late tranſ- 
actions, of his great ſway in the city, that they 
deemed themſelves neceſſitated, in a manner, to re— 


tain him in cheir ſervice, in order to prevent a ge- 


neral inſurrection, Which would inevitably have ta- 
ken place, had that prelate gone over to the other 
party. His friends improved this opinion of the 
court ſo much to his advantage, that they obtained 
for him the nomination to the Cardinalſhip, Which 
had been ſo long promiſed him. The Dutcheſs de 
Chevreuſe contributed greatly to bring about this 
event, by repreſenting to the Queen and the Car- 
dinal, that the late miſunderſtanding had ariſen, 


folely, from their refuſal to fulfil their promiſe to 


the Coadjutor; and that, in the preſent conjunc- 
ture, if they neglected to recompenſe his ſervices, 
with which they had acknowledged themſelves ſo 


well ſatisfied, there was reaſon to fear that he might 


once more change his ſentiments and conduct. 
Theſe arguments were alſo ftrongly , urged by the 


princeſs Palatine, whoſe credit with the court was 


greater than that of the Dutcheſs de Chevreuſe, and 
to whom the honour of compleating the bufinefs was 


juſtly due, Cardinal Mazarin having found, by fre- 


quent experience, that this Princeſs poſleiſed 2 much 
greater influence over the Coadjutor, than the Dutcheſs 


Be 


Be that as it may; it is certain that the Dutcheſs 
de Chevreuſe and her daughter, and the Marquis de 

Laigues, were the dupes of the Coadjutor on this 
occaſion, as he reſorted almoſt every evening, in 
company with Madam de Rhodes, to the princeſs 
Palatine's Hotel, in Joli's coach, in which he was 
conducted from thence to the Hotel de Chevreuſe, 
where he always pretended to be juſt come from home, 
without mentioning a word of his viſits to the Princeſs. 
To render this intercourſe. the more effectual, dur- 
ing the abſence of the court, he gave the Princeſs a 
eypher, of which ſhe made very conſtant uſe, faithfully 


communicating to him every thing which concerned 


him to know, and mot omitting even ſome matters 
which the intereſts of the court fequired to have been 
concealed. The Coadjutor, on his part, neglected no- 
thing, in all his letters, which might tend to encreaſe 
her credit with the Queen, and to induce an opinion in 
her Majeſty, that moſt of the eſſential ſervices, Which 
he at that time rendered the court upon all occaſions, 
were the reſult of the counſels of the princeſs Palatine: 
for it muſt be acknowledged, that he now uſed all his 
endeavours to further the deſigns of the court, by his 
intereſt both with the parliament and with the Duke of 
Orleans, whom he often found it difficult to bring 
over to his views on account of the great regard which 
his Royal Highneſs affected to have for the friends 
of the Prince of Conde, by whom he was continually” 
ſurrounded. Although his Royal Highneſs conſtantly 
exerted himſelf to the utmoſt, to prevent any meaſures 
from being adopted to the prejudice of the Prince's 
intereſts, under pretext that he would ſet about effect- 
ing an accommodation, yet the parliament, neverthe- 
leſs, on the 7th of October 1651, iſſued an edict, at 
the inſtigation of the Attorney General, prohibiting 
all perions from railing troops, in any part of the 
kingdom, unleſs duly authorized by letters patent 
from the King, figned by a ſecretary of ſtate, and 
| ſealed with the great ſeal, under the penalty of be- 
ing declared guilty of high treaſon, and ſtrictly 
enjoining all governors of provinces, cities, 9 to 
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ſeize the perſons of all ſuch as ſhould be found offend- 


ing. This edict was plainly levelled at the Prince of 
Conde, although he was not mentioned in 'it by name, 


and it was iſſued ſolely in conſequence of the advices 
which had been received of the levees which were 
making, in his name, on every fide, and in order to 
reſtrain the people and the officers in their duty, and to 
prevent their taking arms in his Highneſs's favour. 

t was with the ſame view, and to leave the Prince no 


_ excuſe for perſevering in this line of conduct, that the 
King wrote a letter 'to Bourges, by way of anſwer to 


that from his Highneſs, in which his Majeſty declared, 

that he was ready to liſten to any propoſals which might 
be made for the 're-eſtabliſhment of the public tran- 
quillity, and that; for that end; he had granted the 
neceſſary powers to the Duke of Orleans, in con- 


junction with the Marſhal de PHopital, Meſſrs. 


d'Aligre and de la Marguerie, counſellors of fate, 
and Meſſrs. de Meſme, Memardeau, Champole, and 
de Cumont, counſellors of the parliament, to nego- 


tiate with the Prince, at whatever place 'ſhould be 


agreed upon between them, But his Highneſs having 
rejected this propoſition, on ſome merely frivolous 
pretences, his Majeſty ſent an edict to the parliament, 


whereby the Princes of Conde and Conti, the Princeſs 
[of Conde] the Dutcheſs de Longueville, the Dukes 


de Nemours and de la Rochefoucault, and all thoſe 
who ſhould in anywiſe aid them, were declared guilty 
of high treaſon, if they did not, in the courſe of one 
month, acknowledge their faults, and return to their 


duty. The Duke of Orleans, under various pretexts, 


in which he was vigorouſly ſupported by the Prince's 
friends, prevented this edit from being regiſtered for 


the ſpace of a fortnight. But, at length, the court 


party having united with the friends of the Coadjutor, 


it was determined to proceed to a deliberation, at 


which his Royal Highneſs declined attending. Ac- 
cordingly, on the 4th of December 165 1, after ſome 
time had been ſpent in debating, it was reſolved 
that the edit ſhould be read, publiſhed, and re- 
giſtered, in order to its being executed, according 
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to its form and tenor; that the Duke of Orleans, 
ſhould, nevertheleſs, be requeſted to continue his 
endeavours to effect an accommodation, and that, 
after the time limited by the edict, no proceſs. 
ſhould be inſtituted againſt the Princes, and other 
privileged perſons, but in the parliament, in a ge- 
neral aſſembly of all the courts, conformably to the 
laws of the kingdom. This edict gave as much ſatis- 
faction to the court as it did vexation to the Prince's 
partizans, who never imagined that the: buſineſs would 
have been ſo ſoon decided, and who ſuſpected that 
the Duke of Orleans had not exerted himſelf ſo much 
as he might have done, in oppoſition to the meaſure, 
The truth is, that his Royal Highneſs, through the 
ſuggeſtions of the Coadjutor, was become of late very 
cool in the cauſe, and that, from this time, he ſup- 
ported the Prince's intereſts from mere complaiſance 
only. However, had he even beſtirred himſelf to the 
utmoſt in this buſineſs, and had he attended in perſon 
at the deliberation, ſtill he would not have been able 
to have prevented the edict's being regiſtered, as the 
Prince of Condé had now commenced open hoſti- 
lities, having cauſed the Spaniſh fleet to enter the 
Garonne, and having inveſted ſeveral different places, 
amongſt: others Coignac, of which city he was com- 
pelled to raiſe the ſiege, by the Count d' Har- 

court. Fr F104 1 OEOGECNT E668 5 
In the mean time, the Prince's friends ſtill con- 
tinued to negotiate in his behalf, both with the 
court and with Cardinal Mazarin, to whom they 
repeatedly ſent M. de Gourville, with propoſitions, 
Theſe frequent journies ſupplied the Prince with 
the means of correſponding with his partizans at 
Paris, and, beſides, furniſhed M. de Gourville with 
the opportunity of forming an enterprize againſt the 
perſon of the Coadjutor, of which he doubtleſs was 
not the firſt eatfiv er. 3 
Be that as it may, Gourville came to Paris about 
the end of the month of October, where he col- 
lected together between 40 and 50 of the Prince's 
dependants, with ſome officers and ſoldiers of the 
garriſon of Damvilliers, whom the major, named 
. — | Rochecorbon, 
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Rochecorbon, had brought with him. On a cer- 


tain evening, previouſly agreed upon, one party 
of theſe people were ſtationed in the little ſtreet 
in which the church of S. Thomas du Louvre: ſtands, 
whilſt the reſt poſted themſelves under the arch of 
a ſmall bridge, at the end of the ſtreet des Pou- 
lies, near the leſſer Bourbon Palace, with the intent 
of attacking the Coadjutor in his coach, at his re- 
turn from the Hotel de Chevreuſe, from whence he 
commonly came back every evening, along the 
quay of the galleries of the Louvre, The enter- 
prize was extremely well planned, and muſt, in all 
probability, have ſucceeded, as it had been determined 

to attack the coach on all ſides at once, on a ſpot cloſe 
to the river's fide, and remote from all affiilance. But 
it ſo happened that the evening proved very rainy, 
which having prevented Madame de Rhode's attendants 
from bringing her coach, which was hung with mourn- 


ing, ſhe requeſted the Coadjutor to conduct her home, 


in his carriage, and he was, therefore, obliged, con- 
trary to his uſual cuſtom, to return through the ſtreet 
8. Honoré, in order to ſet that lady down, at the Ho- 
tel de Briſſac, where ſhe reſided, at the corner of the 


ſtreet d' Orleans. This was certainly a very fortunate; 


incident for the Coadjutor; but it was followed, on the. 
next day, by one ſtill more extraordinary, One of the 
ſoldiers having heard, from ſome of his comrades, that 
the, Coadjutor was the perſon meant to be attacked, and 
imagining that that prelate might be a friend of M. 
Talon's, the intendant of the. frontiers, with whom he 
had ſome acquaintance; »werit; to that gentleman, and 
communicated to him the whole deſign, together with 


the names of thoſe perſons. by whom. the enterprize was 


conducted, who, he/ ſaid, had retired the preceding 
night, much chagrined at their bad ſucceſs. M. Ta- 
lon, who ſuppoſed the Coadjutor to, ſtand well in the 
favour of the court, from the circumſtance of his late 
nomination to the. Cardinalſhip, immediately carried 
this intelligence to him, pointing out the places where 
Rochecorbon and his aſſociates were to be found, and 
offering to produce:the-perſon from whom he had re- 
ceived his information: ſo that the Coadjutor, who by 

| 85 . accident 


accident had taken phyſic that day, and did not ſtir 
from home, had time to enquire privately into the par- 
ticulars of the affair. However, this did not prevent: 
his going, on the next day, to pay a viſit to his old 


friend, Madame de Pommereuil, the wife of the Preſi- 
dent of that name, to whom he was more attached, than 


to any one elſe. Tis true that, before he left home, 


he promiſed Joli, whom he had employed to enquire, 


into the circumſtan<es of the foregoing plot, that he 


would return before night, but his pleaſure having de- 
tained him longer than he thought for, he was very nigh 
paying dear for his neglect, Gourville and his compani- 
ons having miſled of him, in the old ſtreet du Temple, 
by a ſhort quarter of an hour only. This ecircum- 


tance, alſo, was communicated by the ſame perſon who 


gave the firſt information of the deſign to M. Talon. 

The Coadjutor, perceiving, from this incident, that 
all his ſteps were watched with the utmoſt attention, 
judged it neceſſary to be more cautious in future: he 
therefore never went to the Hotel de Chevreuſe, of an 
evening, without a ſtrong party to attend him, and 
conſtantly returned home through the ſtreet S. Honore. 
From hence, Gourville concluded, that his intentions 


were diſcovered: and the ſoldier again gave informati- 


on, that himſelf and his comrades had received orders to 
return to the garriſon; that Gourville had already ſet 
off for Bourdeaux, and that Rochecorbon was preparing 
to depart with all ſpeed. This intelligence induged the 
Coadjutor to apply to the firſt Preſident; for an order to 
ſeize the perſons of Gourville and Rochecorbon, as be- 
ing agents to the Prince of Conde, and as having come 


to Paris with a view of raiſing troops for his Highneſs's 


ſervice, in defiance of the prohibition of the parhament, 
carefully concealing, however, the real motives to his 
application, as being unwilling to ſuffer an affair of that 


nature to tranſpire, till a fit opportunity ſhould offer., 


Ne alſo wrote to M. de Chateauneuf, to defire that he 

would cauſe Gourville to be taken into cuſtody, upon 
his arrival at Poictiers, through which place, according 
to the information of the aforementioned ſoldier, he 
was to pals, in his way to Bourdeaux. Spies were, al- 


ſo, placed about the houſe where Rochecorbon lodged, 


who 
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who gave intelligence that he had ſer off, at break of 
day, for Bourg la Reine. La Fort, the lieutenant of 


the provoſt of the iſle of France, was immediately diſ- 


patched after.him, and overtook him at Chartres, where 
had lain, from whence he was conducted to the Baſ- 


tile, together with two of his aſſociates. He was im- 


mediately interrogated by the licutenant-criminal, but, 


_ at firſt, denied all knowledge of the affair; however, 


one of his valets having told another kind of ſtory, and 
being confronted with him, he confeſſed the whole; 


__ declaring that Gourville had engaged him in a deſign to 


carry off the Coadjutor,, who was to ſerve as a hoſtage 


for the ſafety of the Abbe de Silleri, whom the court 


had cauſed to be ſeized at Lyons. A few days after- 
wards, Gourville, alſo, was taken into cuſtody, at 
Poictiers, through the aſſiduity, of M. de Chateauneuf, 
who ſent immediate intelligence of the event to the 


Coadjutor, informing him, however, at the ſame time, 


that the Queen had given inſtant orders for Gourville's 


enlargement. It even happened, ſome time afterwards, 


that Gourville was again diſcovered at Paris, where he 
had ſtopped, on his return from another journey which 
he had made to the place of Cardinal Mazarin's reſi- 


dence; and as he was on the point of being ſeized, by 


la Foret and the Coadjutor's equerry, who had follow- 8 


ed him very cloſe to ſome diſtance from the city, they 


were prevented from executing their deſign by an order 


from the firſt Preſident. 


Theſe incidents greatly embarraſſed the Coadjutor and 
his friends; and, although they did not altogether be- 


lieve that the Cardinal was concerned in the enterprize, 
yet they could not refrain from entertaining a violent 


ſuſpicion that the court muſt have had a ſhare in it, from 


the circumſtance of the protection which had been grant- 


ed to Gourville, and that a ſecret correſpondence was 


carried on between his eminency and the Prince of 


Conde. Nevertheleſs, they thought proper to diſſem- 
ble, and to treat the affair as a matter of no conſe- 
quence: thus the proſecutions were neglected by de- 
grees, and, at length entirely abandoned. With re- 
ſpect to Rochecorbon, although the proofs againſt him 
were ſufficient- to have convicted him, yet he * 


— 


3 


with only five or ſix months confinement in priſon, from 


which he found means to releaſe himſelf, by making a 


hole in the wall, through the evident connivance of M. 
de Louviers, the ſon of M. Brouſſel, the governor of 


the Baſtile, who was, at that time, more attached to 
the prince of Conde than to the Coadjutor. Gour- 


ville, therefore, continued his journies and negotiations, 


without any interruption, and he went, 'openly, both to 


Paris and to the place of the Cardinals reſidence, with- 


out appearing, however, to be employed by the Prince 
of Conde, from whom he had no commiſſion, in fact; 


but he had received full powers from the Dutcheſs de 
Longueville, and the Duke de la Rochefoucault, who 


were employed much in the ſame manner as himſelf. 
The Prince had deviſed this expedient, that his name 
might not appear openly in theſe negotiations, and that 
he might reſerve to himſelf the power of diſavow ing the 
propoſals made by Gourville with his conſent, after the 
return of Cardinal Mazarin. Not but that he very rea- 
dily entered into theſe negotiations, and that he earneſt. 


ly wiſhed to induce the Cardinal to take that ſtep, in 


hopes that he ſhould extricate himſelf from his preſent 
difficulties, by an advantageous accommodation, and, 
at leaſt, that his party would acquire freſh vigour from 


the return of that miniſter, whoſe very preſence would 
greatly benefit his cauſe, and would occafion his quar- 


rel to be conſidered as that of the public. The truth 


is, that his Highneſs's fituation now began to wear ſo 
unfavourable an aſpect, on all ſides, that he would ſoon 


have been obliged to have ſubmitted himſelf, had not 
the Cardinal's too precipitate return cauſed a total change 


in the face of affairs, His troops had been defeated in 
almoſt every engagement, by thoſe of the King, in 
Guienne, and that Prince, although very brave, and 
expert in the art of war, was 'obliged to yield to the 


better fortune of the Count d'Harcourt, who certainly 


was his inferior in point of ſkill, He had been com- 
pelled to raiſe the ſiege, not only of Coignac, as men- 
tioned before, but. alſo of Miradoux, a ſmall and ill 
fortified town, in which the regiment of Champagne 
was pent up; and, although the beſieged were in want 
of every neceſſary, they, nevertheleſs, held out againſt 
Vol. a | | I | all 
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all his efforts, till they were relieved by the Count 
d'Harcourt, He was alſo obliged, ſome time after- 
wards, to evacuate Agen, whither he had retreated, the 


citizens having riſen againſt him, and barricaded the 
ſtreets, upon the approach of the King's army. Thus the 


prince of Condé was, in a manner, ſhut up within the 
walls of Bourdeaux, without money and without aſſiſt- 
- ance. Neither were his affairs in a better ſituation at 


Paris ; all the principal citizens were weary of the war, 
and the pretext of Cardinal Mazarin's name was no 
longer heeded by any but the rabble. It was in vain 
that his Highneſs's emiſſaries threw hand- bills into the 
houſes, ſtuck up papers in the ſtreets, and inſtigated the 
populace to go bawling about the city: all this produe- 
ed no effect. The parliament ifſued ſeveral edicts. 
againſt him, which were executed, not only by the offi- 
cers of juſtice, but alſo by the citizens, who, frequent- 


ly, even anticipated them. It is certain, therefore, 


that the Prince's party was reduced to the laſt degree of 
humiliation, and muſt toon have been utterly” ruined, 


had not the Cardinal, by a ſtrange infatuation, deter- 


mined to return thus unſeaſonably, thereby reducing 


his affairs to a worſe ſtate than they were in before. 


And, indeed, moſt of his friends adviſed him againſt 

this ſtep, and the Coadjutor repeatedly expreſſed his diſ- 
approbation of the meaſure, in his letters to the prin- 
ceſs Palatine, although he was, very ſenſible that his 
advice would be unfavourably received, and miſ inter- 
preted, by Cardinal Mazarin, and that he might, in 


' conſequence, be materially injured in his purſuits at 


the court of Rome, to obtain the hat to which he had 
been nominated. But theſe conſiderations could not 
reftrain him from declaring his ſentiments with free- 
dom; nor could Cardinal Mazarin be induced to lay 
aſide his deſign, being fully convinced, that all thoſe 
who endeavoured to diſſuade him from it were actuated 
by intereſted motives. In' this opinion, to tell the 
truth, he might not be altogether miltaken: as it is cer- 
tain that, for ſome time paſt, the members of the coun- 
cil had formed a ſtrict union amongſt themſelves, for 
the purpoſe of excluding the Cardinal from all future 
ſhare in the management of affairs; that the Queen 

ſeemed | 


r 
> 
L 
5 


— 


| U Þ6L7:: 171 
| ſeemed no longer to be affected by his abſence, and 


that ſhe began to be better reconciled to thoſe about her, 


inſomuch that, when ſhe received intelligence of the 


Pope's illneſs, ſhe ordered the Count de Brienne, one 


of the ſecretaries of ſtate, to write to Cardinal Maza- 
rin, and to repreſent to him that he could not employ 


himſelf better, during his abſence, than in going to 
Rome, in order to ſupport the intereſts of the King in 


the conclave, in caſe the Pope ſhould die, and that ſuch 
a ſtep might prove the means of facilitating his return. 
But he was too ſubtle to fall into this ſnare, plainly - 
foreſeeing the conſequences which muſt reſult from ſuch 
a journey. It was even this very. conſideration which 


induced him to haſten his return, through fear that the 


Queen, under that pretext, might yield her aſſent to 
ſome meaſures, to which it would be 1mpoſhble after- 


wards to apply any remedy; and that, from a fickleneſs 


natural to her ſex, ſhe might attach herſelf to one or 


other of thoſe who were preſent with her, forgetting 
thoſe who were abſent. > : 
For theſe reaſons, therefore, he ſuddenly returned, 


at the head of an army of ſeven or eight thouſand men, 
whom he had raiſed at his own expence, imagining that 
it would be an eaſy matter for him to cruſh the Prince's 


party, by uniting his troops with thoſe of the King. 


Having made all the neceſſary preparations, he gave 


the command of his troops to the Marſhal d'Hoquin-. 
court, who had raiſed the-major part of them, and 
had given them green ſaſhes as a mark of diſtinction. 
This anforeſeen event was attended with all the bad 
effects which had been predicted, and with many 
others, alſo, of which no expectation had been formed, 
every thing being, thereby, thrown into the utmoſt 
confuſion and diſorder, The firſt, and principal of 


theſe effects was the change of conduct of the Duke of 


Orleans, who had began to diſengage himſelf from the 
party of the Prince of Conde, and who had of late ab- 
ſented himſelf from the meetings of the parliament, 
with the view of abating the general ferment, His 


Royal Highneſs, being highly incenſed that the court 
ſhould have conſented, or even dared to think of Car- 


dinal Mazarin's return, without conſulting him, after 
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ſo many ſolemn declarations to the contrary, looked up- 
on himſelf as being obliged to unite with thoſe who 
oppoſed that defign, and he manifeſted a firmneſs, in 
the end, of which he had never, hitherto, been deemed 
[8 capable, often rendering the Prince ſuch eſſential ſer- 
Vvveices, as even far ſurpaſſed the expectations of his warm- 
eſt friends. This appeared chiefly on occafion of the 
arrival of the Spaniſh troops, which were led into France 
by the Duke de Nemours, his Royal Highneſs having 
revented the parliament from oppoſing their entrance 
into the kingdom, and from paying any attention to 
the repeated orders which the King ſent to the aſſembly 
on that ſubject, conſtantly maintaining that they were 
not Spaniards, notwithſtanding they came from the 
Low. Countries, by order of the Archduke, and that 
il they were only Germans, natives of Liege, and other 
\ foreigners, to whoſe ſervice the Prince of Conde was as 
| well entitled, for his defence, as the Cardinal was to 
that of the'troops which he brought with him, in con- 
| tempt of ſo many declarations of the King. and of ſo 
many edits of the parliament. Thus all the efforts of 
the court proved inſufficient to attain their ends. 
The Duke of Orlezns did not flop here: he aſſem- 
bled another body of troops, in his own name and in 
that of M. de Valois, his fon, the command of which 
he gave to the Duke of Beaufort, in conſequence of an 
edict of the parliament, by which he was requeſted to 
uſe all his endeavours to prevent the Cardinal's return: 
nor would any oppoſition which the Coadjutor and his 
friends could have raiſed againſt this edi have proved 
effectual, ſeeing that the public reſentment againſt Car- 
dinal Mazarin was now become more violent than ever. 
I] be parliament now iflued freſh edits, prohibiting his 
return, one of the 13th and another of the 21ſt of De- 
cember 1651, by which it was ordered, that a deputa- 
tion, conſiſting of a prefident and a certain number of 
counſellors, ſhould be ſent, to acquaint the King with 
what was doing on the frontiers, and to requeſt his Ma- 
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| | jelly to pledge his royal word, for the execution of his 
ö 11 declaration, which was regiſtered on the 6th of Septem- 
1 ber; prohibiting all perſons whatſoever from giving the 


Cardinal any aſſiſtance on his return, under the penal- 
| | | 5 n ties 
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ties contained in the edicts, and of forfeiting whatever | 
poſts or dignities they might be poſſeſſed of, Phe Car- 


dinal, however, returned, in ſpite of the edits. He 
was accompanied by the Marſhals de la Ferte and 


: d'Hoquincourt, and a number of perſons: of quality 


who attended him as far as Poictiers, well knowing tha 


it was the propereſt method of making their court to th* 


Queen, who dared not, or would not liſten to the advic | 
of any one but him, whilſt he continued with her” 


This obliged M. de Chateauneuf to withdraw himſelf, 


rightly judging, that his preſence would not be agreeable 


to the Cardinal, and that he ſhould no longer make but 


an indifferent figure at court. . | 
In the mean time, intelligence of his march having 


been communicated to the parliament, that aſſembly i- 
ſued another edict, ordering that the Preſident de Be- 


lievre, and the other deputies ſhould depart without de- 
lay, and declaring Cardinal Mazarin, and all thoſe who 


had favoured his return, guilty of high treaſon, diſtur- 


bers of the public tranquillity, and as having forfeited 


all their employments in the ſtate, and privileges of no- 


bility, and enjoining the commonality perſonally to at- 


tack the Cardinal and his adherents, wherever they ſhould 


be found. It was further ordered, by this edi, that 


the Cardinal's library, And all his other effects, ſhould 


be ſold; that all his benefices ſhould be ſeized, out of 


which the ſum of fifteen thouſand livres ſhould be ſet 


apart, for a reward to any one who ſhould deliver him 


up to juſtice, either dead or alive; and that the Duke 


of Orleans ſhould be requeſted to exert all his authori- 


ty, towards carrying this edict into execution. 


This edit made much noiſe in the world, efpecially 


amongſt the clergy, who conſidered this meaſure, of 


ſetting a price on the head of a Cardinal, as being high- 
ly injurious. to the honour of their function. Cardinal 


Chätillon, the brother of Admiral Coligni, who had a- 


poſtatized, alſo gave much uneaſineſs to Cardinal Ma- 


Zarin, who was well ſatisfied that, in his own country, 


an edict of this nature would not have remained long | 
_ unexecuted. But what diſquieted him ſtill more was a 
ſmall performance of Marigny's, in which the above 


ſum of fifteen thouſand livres was divided. into a certain 


number 
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number of ſhares, to'be given as rewards to ſuch per- 
ſons, as ſhould find the means, either of deſtroying or 

of maiming the Cardinal; the author having, in a ve- 
ry humourous manner, deviſed upwards of a hundred 
different ways, in which his eminency's domeſtics, or 
any of thoſe who had acceſs to him, might make attempts 
upon his perſon, againſt which it would be impoſſible 
for him to be on his guard: and the whole was ſeaſon- 
ed with that kind of pleaſantry, which often makes a 
ſtronger impreſſion than the moſt ſerious arguments. 
This Marigny poſſeſſed a marvellous talent for theſe 
kind of writings, and he had already entertained the 
public with a number of ſongs, - ballads, and other 


jeux d'Eſprit, of the ſame nature, during the impriſon- 


ment of the Prince of Conde, which had contributed, 

in no ſmall degree to render the Frondeurs favourable 
to his cauſe. In conſequence of the laſt edi, the par- 
liament ſent Meſſrs Bitaud and Du Coudray Giviers, to 
break down all the bridges on the rout which the Car- 
dinal was to take: and, theſe two counſellors having 


arrived at os much at the ſame time with. 


the Marſhal d'Hoquincourt, M. Bitaud was taken pri- 
ſoner, and it was with difficulty that M. Giviers eſcap- 
ed, having been purſued, to a conſiderable diſtance, by 
ſome of the Marſhal's troops. The news of this inci- 
dent gave riſe to a long debate in the parliament, to whom 
intelligence was brought that M. Giviers had been kil- 
led on the occaſion; but, this report proving falſe, the 
reſentment of the aſſembly in part abated, and they 


judged it ſufficient to iſſue edicts for M. Bitaud's re- 


leaſement, to procure which they even ſolicited the 
concurrence of the other parliaments of the kingdom, as 
3f it had been a matter of great- importance. It was 
plain, however, that the court looked upon the affair 


in a different light, having given orders for M. Bi— 


taud's being ſet at liberty, almoſt e ee after his 


detention. 


At length, Cardinal Mazarin, having ſurmounted all 


8 obſtacles, arrived at Poictiers, and the Queen, being i in- 


formed of his approach, prevailed on the King to go 
to meet him, at the diſtance of a full league, and the 
Cardinal was conducted, on horſeback, by his Majeſty, 
4 2 10 
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to an audience of the Queen, whom impatience had 
kept upwards of an hour at a window, in expeCtation 
of her beloved favourite's arrival. The deputies of the 
parliament, who arrived nearly at the ſame time, met 
with a much cooler reception The King, however, 

leturned a tolerably gracious anſwer to their remonſtran- 
ces, declaring that he was well perſuaded of the good 
intentions of the afſembly, and that they would not: 
have tzken that ſtep, had they known that the Cardinal 
had returned to France, ſolely in obedience: to the or- 
ders which his Majeſty had ſent him, to raiſe a body of 
troops, and to lead them to his aſi ſtance, that he might 
be enabled, with the greater facility, to ſubdue the re- 
bels; that the edict which they had iſſued againſt the 
| Cardinal was in its nature extraordinary and unexam- 
pled ; that the Cardinal was deſirous of juſtifying him- 
e and that his Majeſty could not, in reaſon, reject 
ö his demand. in the mean time,. the Prince of Conde 
diſpatched M. de la Sale to the parliament, with a let- 
ter, and alſo cauſed a petition to be preſented to that aſ- 
ſembly, requiring that the enforcement of the declara- 
tion which had been iſſued againſt him might be ſuſ- 
pended, until the ſeveral edits of the parliament 
againſt Cardinal Mazarin, ſhould be executed in their 
full extent; which demand was granted by the parlia- 
ment, on the 12th of January 1652. But they did not 
ſtop here; for, on the 25th of the ſame month, after 
taking 1 into conſideration the King's anſwer to the depu- 
ties, they reſolved, that his Majeſty ſnould be humbly 
requeſted to diſmiſs the Cardinal; that, in the mean time, 
the edicts which had been iſſued againſt him ſhould be 
carried into execution; and that the other parliaments 
of the kingdom mould be requeſted to iſſue ſimilar 
ordinances: with which ſome of them complied in the 
2 end. 
= During theſe tran ſactions at Paris, the Spaniſh troops, 
_ commanded by the Duke de Nemours, advanced, with- 
1 on any oppoſition, as far as the banks of the Loire; and 
- the Duke de Rohan-Chabot made himſelf maſter of the 
o | city of Angers. This obliged the King to remove 
© to Saumur, for the purpoſe of beſieging the above 
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han having capitulated on the very eve of the arrival 


of a reinforcement, which had been ſent to his relief, 
under the command of the Duke of Beaufort, This 


incident, however, did not prevent the Duke of Or- 
leans from taking him- (the Duke de Rohan) under his 
1 but for which he certainly would never 
ave obtained a confirmation of his patent of Duke 


and Peer; every one being perſuaded that that noble- 
man, who had even been attached to the intereſts of 
Cardinal Mazarin, had excited this diſorder folely with 


the intent of rendering the parliament favourable to his 


views. Be that as it may; he was highly blamed by 


infidelity, whilſt the prince of Conde reproached him 
with cowardice, in ſurrendering a place which muſt 
inevitably have been relieved. 5 | 
Another incident happened, at this time, which, 
with proper care, might have been made productive 
of important conſequences. The King iſſued orders 
for converting the monies due, as intereſt, to the pro- 
prietors of the fund of the Hotel de Ville, to the pay- 
ment of the troops, and other exigencies of the war, 
The parliament, hereupon, inſtantly took the alarm, 
and the affair was carried ſo far, that it was, at length, 
determined to convene a general aſſembly of all the 
ſuperior courts. [fe How 
Accordingly, ſeveral conferences were held, in the 
chamber of St. Louis, at which the Prince of Conde's 
emiſſaries made many attempts to engage the ſuperior 
courts, and the city corporation, in an union ſimilar 
to that, which had taken place in the year 1648. But 
all their endeavours proved ineffectual; the deputies 


having declared, that they were not empowered to con- 


fer on any other buſineſs, than that of the fund, with 
which the matters propoſed by the Prince's friends had 


no connection. Thus, after a conſiderable time had 


been ſpent in the conſideration of this affair, the w hole 
was ſuffered, by degrees, to drop, the council having 
iſſued ſome edits, by which proviſion was made for 
the ſecurity of the property of thoſe concerned in the 
fund. | | X | . | 
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The firſt ardour of the parliament being now much 
abated, on the ſubject both of this and all the other 
affairs, which had been the objects of their late de- 
hberations, thoſe who had ſo eagerly ſought to bring 
about the general union, found it impoſſible to carry 
their point, although the Marſhal d*Eftampes had 
made a freſh propoſal, to the above purport, which 
was, at firſt, approved by many, but was afterwards 
rejected by the majority of the aſſembly. The par- 
tizans of the Prince of Condé, however, were not diſ- 
pirited, and the King's troops having drawn near to 
Paris, after the reduction of Angers, his Highneſs 
ſeized that opportunity to excite afreſh, the reſentment 
of the parliament, under pretence that this was a 
direct violation of certain edits, which that aſſembly 
had formerly iſſued, prohibiting the troops from ap- 
proaching nearer than the diſtance of ten miles round 
the city. But the Marſhal de I'Hopital, the governor 
of Paris, eluded this artifice, by an offer which he 
made, in his Majeſty's name, to remove thoſe troops, 
in caſe his Royal Highneſs and the Duke de Nemours 
would remove theirs alſo, Thus the Prince's deſign, 
although well imagined, produced no effect. The 
Marſhal de PHopital was a man. of reſolution, to 
which quality he was indebted for his promotion to the 
government of that great, city, in thoſe critical times, 
and alio to the recommendation of the princeſs Pala- 
tine, who had procured him that poſt, at the requeſt of 
her intimate friend, Madame de Rhodes, the Marthal's 
daughter-in-law. It was through means of theſe two 
ladies, alſo, that a cloſe connection was formed be- 
tween the Coadjutor and the Marſhal, who, acting in 
concert agaiaſt the Prince of Conde, eafily fruſtrated all 
his meaſu.cs, both in the city and in the parliament, 
For, although the Coadjutor was now inveſted with 
the character of a Cardinal, which. conſequently ex- 
cluded him from (ning any longer in the parliament, 
yet his friends continued to act in that aſſembly, with 
more vigour than ever, being animated by his new 
dignity, from whence they vainly imagined, that he 
would, in time, acquire a far greater degree of power 
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and wealth, than he had ever yet poſſeſſed. So deeply 
had ſome of theſe gentlemen imbibed this notion, that, 
although they were ſenſible that he had no fortune, 
they, nevertheleſs, with the utmoſt readineſs, tender- 


ed him their purſes, among others Meſſrs. Daurat, 


Je Fevre, de la Barre, and Pinon du Martrai; fo that 
the Coadjutor, in a ſhort time, found himſelf in 
poſſeſſion of no leſs a ſum than fifty thouſand crowns. 
in caſh, and as much more in bills, on his own 
credit only. Neither had he been at much expence in 
obtaining the hat, ſave for the charges of ſome journies 
made by the Abbe Charier, whom he had employed as. 
his agent, in that buſineſs, at Rome, and, allo, for 
ſome preſents of jewels to the princeſs de Roſſane, who. 
had eſpouſed the nephew of. Pope Innocent the Xth. 
For the ſovereign Pontiff was ſo well inclined to ſerve 


him, being prepoſſeſſed with ſuch an exalted idea of the 


Coadjutor's talents, and with ſo ſhght an opinion of 
the abilities of Cardinal Mazarin, that. the buſineſs 
of the negotiation for the hat, met with ſcarcely any 
obſtruction on the part of his Holineſs, who imagined: 
that the Coadjutor would immediately ſucceed to the- 
Cardinal's poſt, of prime miniſter, and that he might, 
perhaps, be more attached to himſelf, and to the Holy. 
See, than his predeceſſor had been. The only circum- 
ſtance which, for a ſhort t'me, retarded the buſineſs. 
was, that he could not be admitted to that dignity but 
at a general promotion, which the Pope was neceſſitated 
to make, in fayour of the other crowned heads. More-. 


cover, the Bailly of Valencay, who was afterwards. 


grand prior of France, the French ambaſſador at the 


court of Rome, ſecretly traverſed all his deſigns, by. 


order of Cardinal Mazarin, not daring to do it openly, 

becauſe his inſtructions were conceived in very am- 
biguous terms, his eminency, being obliged to keep. 
fair with the Coadjutor, of whoſe ſervices he ſtood much 


in need. Thus, it was judged ſyFcient.to inſinuate. 


to the court of Rome, that that prelate was a Janſeniſt 
in his principles: and his foes were very near carrying 
their point by this arti fice, ſeeing that, in thoſe times, 
the very title of Janſeniſt was at leaſt as odious at Rome, 

| : | as 


N 


as: that of Mazarin was in France; M. Ohighi, the ſe- 

eretary of the briefs, having been ſo much alarmed by 
this ſuggeſtion, that he obliged the Pope to demand of 
the Coadjutor a formal renunciation of the tenets of 
Janſeniſm, under his own hand. The Pope, for his 
M. Chighi, who was totally devoted to the Jeſuits, 
would not recede from his demand, ſo that the Abbe 


Patt ave himſelf little concern about the matter; but 
1. & 


Charier found it neceſſary to diſpatch a courier, expreſs, 


to the Coadjutor, to. deſire that he would fend him the 


abjuration required, With this, however, the Coad- 


: 5 _ bn; _ 1 Fs 1 j Vi 1 *— 
Jutor refuſed to comply, although, in his heart, he was 


neither a Janſeniſt, nor a Moliniſt, and troubled him- 
ſelf veiy little with the diſputes of the times. Nay, 


he was even on the verge of adopting a directly con- 


trary conduct, having, ee a Latin letter, which 
was never finiſhed, whereby he propoſed to juſtify his 


refuſal, and to prove, by a multiplicity of argiments, 


that the Pope was not authorized to demand any fuch - 


declaration from him. This imperfect letter was ſhewn : 


to all thoſe of his friends with whom he was, in any 


degree, familiar, but there the matter dropped: and it 


happened very fortunately for him, that the face of 
affairs being now. totally changed, on occaſton of the 


reportz which. were ſpread of Cardinal' Mazarin's in- 
tended return, the Abbe Charter, availing, himſelf 


properly of the conjuncture, repreſented to the Pope, 


-- 
p 

— 
— 


that all his good intentions towards the Coadjutor muſt, ., 
inevitably, be defeated, ſhould' the Cardinal once e- 
turn to the court, where. he would rule more deſpoti- 


cally than ever, and be enabled to cruſh his antagoniſt, 


unleſs his Holineſs. ſhould obviate the ill effects ot which 


his return would be productive, by immediately con- 


ferring on the Coadjutor the dignity which he ſolicited, 


whereby he would put him in a condition of fupport- - - 


ing himſelf,” without. any other aid: to. this the Abbe 
added, that he had received certain intelligence,. that a 


* 
— 


* 
** 


- 


2 


revocation of the Coadjutor's' appointment to the Car- 


dinalſhip, was then on the road, which was-abf»lutely 


* 


true. Theſe arguments made ſuch an impreſſion on 


the Pope, that he inſtantly determined to proceed to 
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180 en ee 
the promotion, without any further delay, having 
firſt obliged the Abbé Charier to ſign an engagement, 
to procure from the Coadjutor the declaration which had 
been required of him. This determination, although 
it was kept very ſecret, nevertheleſs, came to the ears 
of the Bailly de Valencay, who, being empowered. to 
revoke the nomination, in caſe of need, immediately 
ſent, on the Sunday evening, to demand an audience 
for the next morning, This demand having been 
2 him without heſitation, he concluded that he 
ad nothing to fear as yet. The Pope, however, who 


ſtrongly ſuſpected his intentions, aſſembled the con- 
ſiſtory, with as much privacy as poſſible, at a very 
6 early hour on the Monday morning, the 18th of 


i February 1652: and, having begun with the buſineſs 
| of the promotion, he waited, with great compoſure, to 
1 receive the ambaſſador, who, finding his deſign thus 
| defeated, ſent a meſſage to his Holineſs, deſiring to 
, put off the audience to another opportunity, This 
6 diſappointment muſt have affected him the more ſenſi- 
bly, as, on the Sunday evening, he received a packet, 
by a courier who had been purpoſely diſpatched to 
him, containing not only a revocation, in due form, of 
| the Coadjutor's appointment, but alſo a nomination in 
| favour of himſelf. At leaſt ſuch a report was current, 
4 at the time, in Rome. Be that as it may, the news of 
n - this. promotion having been brought to Paris, by the 
Grand Duke's courier, who had out-rode the meſſenger 
whom the Abbe Cha ier had diſpatched on the oc- 
caſion, the Coadjutor immediately took upon himſelf 
the title of Cardinal de Retz. When this intelligence 
iF was communicated to his friends, they all expreſſed the 
utmoſt joy, excepting the Dutcheſs de Chevreute and 
her daughter, who ſeemed to be but little affected by 
F it, ſeeing that they had diſcovered the connection 
ö | which ſubſiſted between that prelate and the princeſs 
K Palatine. He ſtill, however, continued upon good 
terms with them : neither did they omit any of thoſe 
external demonſtrations of ſatisfa&tion, which are cuſto- 
mary in ſuch caſes. But it was plainly to be. per. 
geived that their joy was affected and infincere, eſpe- 
| nl cially 
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cially with reſpe& to Mademoiſelle de Chevreuſe, who 
could not diſſemble ſo well as her mother did, and 


who, tis poſſible, might have other cauſes of complaint 
againſt him, than what ſprung merely from a poli- 


tical jealouſy, and from her knowledge of his con- 
neQion with the princeſs Palatine. 
on his ſide, was much diſpleaſed that the Dutcheſs de 
Chevreuſe had appointed the Abbe Fouquet her chief 
agent at the court; ſo that each party pretended to 
have certain cauſes for diſguſt, which, however, were 
known but to few perſons: all the exterior marks of 
a good underſtanding between them having been pre- 
ſerved to the time of Mademoiſelle de Chevreuſe's 
death, which happened a few months afterwards. _ 
The circumſtances of this lady's death cauſed an 
univerſal ſurprize, as ſhe had been ill for three or 
four days only, of an extraordinary diſorder, by which 
ſhe was, at. length, carried off, in a ſudden fit of 
ſuffocation. It was remarked that her face and bod 
became quite black, after her deceaſe, as did, alſo, all 
the filver utenſils, &c. which were in her chamber ; 
from whence a report aroſe, that her death had been 
occaſioned by poiſon, which ſhe had either taken her- 
ſelf, or which had been adminiſtered ta her by ker 
mother, for ſome private reaſons. Be that as it may, 
Cardinal de Retz received the intelligence with an in- 
differency, which greatly diſguſted thoſe who knew on 
what terms he had always lived with her, 


Whatever ſatisfaction Cardinal de Retz's friends 


 _wight derive from his promotion, it proved highly 


un; leaſing to the adherents cf the Prince of Conde, 


and even to thoſe alſo, who had never joined with 
either party, and who, now, plainly perceived that, 
in all the late tranſactions, be had been influenced 
ſolely by a regard for his own private intereſt, and 
that he would, in future, blindiy devote himſelf to 
the ſervice of the court. This opinion threatened to 
be of dangerous conſequences to him, more effecially 
as his enemies endeavoured to inſpite the Duke of Or- 
leans with the ſame unfavourable ſentiments ; but the 


attempt proved ine ffectual, and his Royal Highneſs 


Was 


Cardinal de Retz, 
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was one of thoſe perſons, who manifeſted the moſt 
| fincere joy on occaſion of his acquiſition, of dignity. 
He even did him the honour of a viſit, at his own 
palace; and, although he was attached to the intereſts 
of the Prince of Conde, yet he conſtantly liſtened to, 
and frequently followed the counſels of the new Car- 
inal. 
For this reaſon, Cardinal de Retz was always very ; 
Cautious not to eſpouſe the intereſts of Cardinal Ma- 
zarin in preſence. of his Royal Highneſs ;. but, to 
make amends, he ſeized every opportunity of ſuggeſt, 
ing to him, that it was not for his advantage to con- 
tribute to the aggrandizement of the Prince of Conde, 
This was his Royal Highneſs's moſt. ſenſible part, in 
which he lay open to. every. kind of impreſuon.“ No 
man was ſo well acquainted with this jealouſy of the 
Duke of Orleans as Cardinal de Retz, and he fre- 
quently availed himſelf of it, to diſſuade him from 
carrying into execution ſuch meaſures, as he had de- 
termined on, in the Prince's favour. It was thus that 
he prevailed on him to drop his intention of going to 
Orleans, after the Prince's friends had uſed all their 
endeavours to perſuade him to undertzke that journey, 
in order to prevent the defign of the King's army, 
which was advancing on that fide; and this he might 
eaſily have effected, that city being the capital of his 
domain. But, tho” they failed in their application to 
him, yet they were more ſucceſsful with his daughter, 
Mademoiſelle, who yielded to their requeſt, and was 
Introduced into the place through an aperture, which 
was made in the walls, by ſome boatmen: after 
which, tis true, that the court dropped all thoughts of 
eſtabliſhing i its refidence in, that city, But, had his. 
Royal Highneſs gone thither in perſon, his preſence. 
would have produced a very different effect, and 
would, doubtleſs, have greatly benefited the Prince 8 
affairs at. Paris. 

Thus, although the Prince” s friends had carried their 
point on that ſide, yet they did not think this ſuffici- 
ent, judging that it would be requiſite for them to find 

1 ſome meaus of Wing, the Duke of Orleans more firmly 
= | EE in 
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im their intereſt, they having been deceived in their de- 


pendance on him in ſeveral late inſtances. They, 


therefore, wrote to the Prince of Conde, who was then 
at Bourdeaux, to acquaint him that the preſent ſtate of 
his affairs at Paris required his inſtant preſence in that 
city, ſeeing that the Cardinal de Retz's influence over 
the Duke of Orleans encreaſed every day, and-that his 


party, being united with that of the court, had ac- 
quired ſuch a degree of power in the city, that, incaſe _ 


of the approach of the King's troops, it would be im. 
poſlible for them (his Highnefs's friends) to maintain 
their ground. Upon receiving this intelligence, the 
Prince of Conde determined to return to Paris, more 
eſpecially as he had met with, but indifferent ſucceſs 
in Guienne, and as it was become neceſſary to ap- 
point ſome other perſon to the command of. the Spaniſh 
troops, in the room of the Duke de Nemours. He was 
in hopes, alſo, that the negotiations which were then 
carrying on, by the Duke de la Rochefoucault, and 


M. Gourville, with Cardinal Mazarin, would be ren- 


dered leſs difficult by his preſence, and that he ſhould 
be better enabled to regulate his conduct, accordingly 
as circumſtances ſhould ariſe. £1 N 


In the mean time, upon the firſt report of the Prince's. 


intention to return to the city, the Marſhal de ' Hopital, 
the provoſt of the merchants, and the ſheriffs, ac- 
companied by many of the principal citizens, waited. 
on the Duke of, Orleans, and repreſented to him that 
the Prince ought not to be received, till he had firſt 
juſtified himſelf from the charges contained in the. 
declaration which had been. ſued againſt him. To. 
this the Duke of Orleans replicd, that the brince did. 
not come to create any diſturbance, but merely for the 
purpoſe of conferring with, him, and that. his Highneſs. 
would not ſtay longer than four and twenty hours in. 
the city. The Prince's partizans, nevertheleſs, took. 


this opportunity to ſtick. up papers in different parts 


cf the city, in order to excite the people to riſe, in- 
ſtructing their emiſſaries «aiſo to go about the ſtreets, 
ſhouting © God ſave the King ! God ſave the Princes! 
down. with the. Mazarin !” in which they ſucceeded. 
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fo well, that his Royal Highneſs was obliged to ſend 
his own guards, and to arm a party of the citizens, in 
order to diſperſe a large mob, who were attempting to 
Pillage the Hotel de Nevers, belonging to M. Guene- 
gaud, one of the ſecretaries of ſtate ; and it was found 
neceſſary to hang ſome of the rioters, at the end of 
the New Bridge. This being the diſpoſition of the 
citizens, it is poſſible that the Prince of Conde might 
have found it rather difficult to get admiſſion into 
Paris, had he not been ſo fortunate as to obtain ſome 
ſmall advantages over the King's army, which was 
Poſted on the banks of the Loire, under the command 
of the Marſhal d'Hoquincourt : but the news of this 
incident ſerved to keep every one in awe, none daring 
now to oppoſe his return, hs Res 
The Prince of Conde arrived at Paris on the 11th 
of April 1652. He was accompanied by the Duke de 
la Rochefoucault, and a few others of the nobility, 
and had travelled, for the greater ſecurity, under the 
charaQer of a cornet, in the train of the Marquis de 
Levy; being conducted through the whole journey, 
by a gentleman named St. Hippolite, who was perfect- 
ly well acquainted with the roads. It happened one 
night, as they were at ſupper, at the houſe of an old 
gentleman, a friend of the Marquis de Levy, the maſ- 
ter of the houſe, being totally ignorant of the quality 
of his principal gueſts, began to recount ſeveral facts, 
relative to the Prince's family, which were not much 
to their honour, and with which the Prince was, doubt- 
leſs, entirely unacquainted. This incident ory diſ- 
concerted his Highneſs, as it did alſo the Duke de la 
Rochetoucanlt, who was not a little intereſted therein. 
The Marquis uſed every endeavour to ſilence the old 
gentleman, but without effect. However, theſe anec- 
dotes, though authentic and of a very diſagreeable na- 
ture, did not at all interrupt the mirth of the company. 
no. His Highneſs concealed his chagrin, and pretended ta. 
0 join in the general laugh: and the next day they pur- 
. ſued their journey, the Prince rallying his companions 
very freely on the adventure of the preceding evening. 
Amongſt other circumſtances, it was particularly ob-- 
ſerved that, when his Highneſs was upon the point of 
| 0 | | * joining 


— 


* 


joining the army, he ſaid to Chavagnac, that he had 
already changed maſters once, and that it was very 
probable he might change again: to which that gen- 
tleman | bluntly replied, that it was true, and that he 
would continue to change, until he ſhould find a good 
one: which, in fact, happened quickly afterwards. 
The Duke of Orleans met the Prince, about a leagug 
from the city, and, on the next day, conducted him to 
the parliament, where they both proteſted, that the 
public welfare and the peace of the kingdom had been 
the ſole motives of their conduct: after which the 
Prince, addrefling himſelf to the aſſembly, returned 
them thanks for having ſtopped the execution of the 
King's edit againſt him; he afſured them that it had 
never been his intention to diſturb the public tranquil- 
lity ; that his ſole wiſh ſhould ever be to employ his 
life, as he had already done, in the King's ſervice, and 
that he was ready to diſband his troops, as ſoon as 
Cardinal Mazarin ſhould quit the kingdom, and the 
edits iſſued againſt him ſhould be put in execution; 
concluding with a requeſt, that this his declaration 
might be regiſtered, and that the aſſembly would be 
pleaſed to grant him a certificate thereof. This ſpe- 
cious harangue was received with much appiauſe, and 
ſtrongly influenced the generality of the members in his 
favour; more eſpecially as, at this time, the court 
openly countenanced Cardinal Mazarin, and the King 
had rejected the earneſt ſolicitations of the deputies of 
the parliament, to receive their remonſtrances; to 
which his Majeſty had only replied by a Letter de Ca- 
chet, enjoining the parliament to ſend all the informa- 
tions, decrees, &c. againſt Cardinal Mazarin, to the 
keeper of the ſeals, to be diſpoſed of as his Majeſty 
| ſhould judge fit, and ordering that, in the mean time, 
the execution of the edits, of the 6th of September, 
ſhould be ſuſpended. The parliament having aſſem- 
bled on this buſineſs, ſeveral days elapſed before they 
could come to any reſolution: at length, however, it 
was determined that the ſame deputies ſhould be ſent, 
to reiterate their application to the King, and that, in 
order to induce his Majeſty to return an anſwer there- 


to, they ſhould, likewiſe, lay before him the declarati- 
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ons of the Duke of Orleans and the Prince of Conde : 
and it was further reſolved, that the ſaid declarations 
ſhould be ſent to all the other parliaments and ſuperior 
courts, with a requeſt, that they, alſo, would depute 
ſome of their members to the court on the ſame bufi- 
neſs; and, finally, that a general aſſembly ſhould be 
held at the Hotel de Ville, at which his Royal High- 
neſs and the Prince ſhould be entreated to make a de- 
claration, ſimilar to that which they had made to the 
RR, and that this general aſſembly ſhould alſo 
be invited to ſend deputies, conjointly with the other 
ſuperior courts and companies, to demand the removal 
of Cardinal Mazarin from his Majeſty's councils and 
- . Cominions, All theſe reſolutions were accordingly 
executed. 'The Duke of Orleans and; the Prince of 
Conde having repeated their declarations at the cham- 
ber of accompts, the court of aids, find in the general 
_ aſſembly, at the Hotel de Ville, the neceſſary mea- 
ſures were, in conſequence, entered upon, as ſpecified 
in the foregoing reſolutions of the parliament': but it 
was pretty apparent that this conduct was adopted 
with reluctance, and through mere complaiſance to 
the Princes. M. de Nicolai, the firſt Preſident of the 
chamber of accompts, even declared it as his opinion, 
that all their remonſtrances would be ineffectual, and 
that it were better to mediate an accommodation be- 
tween their Highnefles and the court: to which ſome 
of the maſters of accompts added, that the moſt efficaci- 
ous meaſure would be, to prohibit all perſons from 
levying troops, unleſs duly authorized by the King. 
M. Amelot, the firit Preſident of the court of aids, 
ſpoke with ftill greater freedom, and told the Prince 
of Conde, before the whole aſſembly, that he was aſ- 
toniſhed that his Highneſs, after having ſo gloriouſly 
triumphed over the enemies of the ſtate, ſhould now 
combine with them againſt the King, and that, not 
ſatisfied with this, he ſhould come to make his boaſts 
thereof before that company. "I 
As the general deputation was ſtil] delayed, from 
day to day, this circumſtance evinced, yet more clear- 
ly, the ſentiments of the companies, all of them being 
very aſſiduous in their endeavours, to find pretexts for 
| withdrawing 
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5 withdrawing their aſſent to that meaſure. The cor- 


poration of Paris, in particular, laid a complaint 


againſt the Princes before the parliament, for having 
ordered the bridges of Charenton, S. Cloud, and 
Neuilly to be broken down ; by which the city was 
deprived of its uſual ſupply of proviſions. This tran- 


ſaction cauſed ſome diſturbance, which, however, 


quickly ſubſided, when it was known that the King's 
troops were poſted at Melun and Corbeil. 

In the mean while, as the Princes perceived that 
no time was fixed for the departure of the deputies, 
they ſent Meſſrs. de Rohan, de Chavigny, and de 


Gonlas to the court, wich declarations, fimilar to 
thoſe which had been made in the parliament, and to 


treat of a peace, but with expreis orders to hold no 
communication with Cardinal Mazarin. This expe- 
dient was ſuggeſted to the Prince of Conde by the 
Queen of England, who informed him that the King, 


her ſon, having viſited his Majeſty, at Corbeil, had, 


of his own accord, propoſed a conference, to which 
his Majeſty declared his readineſs. to afſent, in caſe 
the Princes ſhould be inclined thereto : their High- 


neſſes therefore, left the public ſhould ſuſpect that 


they were averſe to a peace, found themſelves.obliged 
to comply, although they rightly conj=Aured, that this 
. propoſal was nothing more than a feint, by which the 


court hoped to check the progreſs of the meaſures - 


which were then carrying on. Jn fa&, the court paid 
no regard either to the declarations or propoſals made 
by the above gentlemen, and they returned from St, 
Germain's without effecting any thing, although they 
bad a conference with Cardinal Mazarin, during their 
ſtay, which, it might have been imagined, would 
have greatly facilitated the bufneſs. But that miniſ⸗ 
ter only ſought to engage his opponents in futile and 
endleſs negotiations; by means of which he hoped to 
weary them out, and to accompliſh his defigns. The 
Princes, therefore, now confined all their views to the 
ſingle point of procuring the execution of the laſt edict, 

| The 


— 


F. ance. 


* Charles the Second, who was then in exile, at the court of 
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The Attorney General was ſent to St. Germain's, to 
demand an audience for the deputies, which, after 
many delays, was at length granted, All the courts, 
therefore, went to St. Germain's, one after another, 
with their remonſtrances. Neither the chamber of 
accompts, nor the court of aids were ſo well received, 
as the conduct of their reſpective firſt» Prefidents, to- 
wards the Princes, feemed to entitle them to expect 
they ſhould have been. The corporation of the city 
met with the moſt favourable reception ; as the court 
well knew that moſt of the members of that body 
were firmly attached to its intereſts. With regard to 
the parliament, his Majeſty conſenied, but with a 
feigned reluctance, and, as if folely induced thereto 
by the Queen's ſolicitations, to permit their remon- 
ſtrances, againſt Cardinal Mazarin, to be read; after 
which, the deputies were told, that his Majeftv would 
return an anſwer in a few days, as ſoon as he ſhould 


have taken the advice of his council on the ſubjet; 


and that, with reſpect to the removal of the troops, 
his Majeſty had, on his part, nominated the Marſhal 
de VHopital, to confer with any perion whom the 
Duke of Orleans ſhould appoint, on the meaſures ne- 
ceſſary to be taken in that buſineſs; for which pur- 
pes alſo, a paſſport had been ſent to his Reyal High- 
nels. | x = 
It was very apparent, that this whole procedure was 
a mere ſubterfuge, whereby the court meant only to 
create delays, in order to avail itſeff of any favourable 
event, to which time might give birth; on which kind 
of craft his emineney always placed a great depend- 
ance, * But, in the preſent inſtance, he found him- 
ſelf deceived ;. through the vigorous conduct of the 
Princes in proſecuting their ſchemes, For, on the 
deputies return, the parliament, immediately, took into 
1 ; OE conſideration 


* Cardinal Mazarin often jefted, with ſome of his. intimate 
friends, on the credulity of thoſe, who af.ribed to his talents and 
addreſs many favourable incidents, which were, in fact, the off- 
ſpring of time and chan e alone, He would obſerve, that it had of- 
ten happened to him, after having, in vain, tortured his invention 
for expedients, to be obliged to iruſt the event to fortune, who, ia 
an admirable manner, diſpoſed every tuing io a happy iſſue. 


| ODT: POLL TTT 
conſideration their report of what had paſſed at St. 
Germain's, and it was determined to ſend them back 
to the Court with a requeſt, that his Majeſty would be 
pleaſed to nominate commiſſioners, to confer with 
them, or with ſuch other perſons as the parliament 
ſhould appoint, on the means of reſtoring the public 
tranquillity, and oOre-eſtabliſning the King's autho- 
rity. With this requeſt the court thought proper to 
comply, upon being informed that the Duke of Lor- 
rain had entered France, with an army of ſeven or 
eight thouſand men. Not but that many incidents 
aroſe, during the court's ſtay at St. Germain's, which 
might juſtly alarm the Cardinal, but it is equally cer- 
tain, that ſeveral other circumſtances happened, to 
delude him into an expectation of attaining his ends. 
Scarce a day paſſed, in which the people did not give 
evident tokens, both of their attachment to the Princes 
and their virulence againſt the Cardinal. The Pro- 
voſt of the Merchants, and the whole city-corporation 
were frequently attacked by them; on one occaſion in 
particular, when, in coming from the Luxembourg 
Palace, they were ſo violently aſſaulted, as to be 
_ obliged, for the preſervation of their lives, to take re- 
tuge in ſome houſes at the bottom of the ſtreet de 
Journon; all their coaches being deſtroyed by the 
mob. Cardinal de Retz was ſubjected, __— with 
the reſt, to the inſults of the populace, whenever ne- 
ceflity drove him into that quarter of the city ; and, 
as the Prince of Conde's party made him the chief ob- 
ject of their deſigns, his ſituation would have been 
more peculiarly dangerous, than that of any one elſe, 
had he not taken the precaution never to go abroad 
without a guard of armed men. Moſt of the citizens, 
however, were convinced, that his attachment to Car- 
dinal Mazarin was not ſuch as his enemies reported it 
to be. This violent conduct of the people gave birth 
do much uneafineſs and apprehenſion in the mind of 
Cardinal Mazarin, who was conſtitutionally ſuſceptible- 
of the impreſſions of fear. Beſides, new libels were 
diſperſed, daily, throughout the city, againſt both him 
and the court: and, although Cardinal de Retz pro- 
cured anſwers to be written to theſe pieces, and often 
= i 1 anſwered 
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anſwered them himſelf, with a force of argument far 
ſuperior to that of the aſſailants, yet nothing could abate 
the rage and animoſity of the people, who, it was 
much to be feared, would, at length, proceed to extre- 
mities. | „ . 
It is certain that the court pazty, being ſupported 
by moſt of the citizens of note andeputation, uſed all 
their-efforts to repreſs the turbulence of the people, and 
to bring about an accommodation; which became 
very apparent on occalion of a propofal made by the 
Duke of Orleans, under pretext of preventing- any 
diſturbance in the city, that the gates ſhould be guarded 
by the citizens. For the governor, the Provoſt of the 
Merchant, and the Sheriffs oppoſed the deſign, at firſt, 
with all their might: but they afterwards conſented 
to it, in conſequence of an order from the King, which 
was iſſued at the inſtigation of thoſe who had moſt 
weight among the citizens, and who engaged to take 
ſuch effetual meaſures; that the court, inftead of 
ſuſtaining any injury, ſhould derive great advantages 
therefrom. The Duke of Orleans made another un- 
ſucceſsful attempt to get the city into his hands ; by 
recommending it to the parliament, in order to ſhel- 
ter themſelves from the continual inſults, which they, 
alſo, met with from the populace, to put» themſelves 
under the immediate protection of his Royal Highneſs, 
But this was judged to be an innovation of too great 
importance; as tending to diveſt the magiſtrates of 
their authority, and to alter the ordinary courle of the 
government. The Prince of Conde, alſo, endea- 
voured, though ineffectually, to excite the citizens to 
take arms on occaſion of the attack of S. Cloud, by M. de 
Turenne, He rode through the ſtreets on horſeback, 
exhorting the people to join him, 1n order to attempt 
the relief of that place; but he could only collect a 
ſmall number of volunteers among the citizens, at the 
head of whom he marched, not to S. Cloud, but to 
S8. Denis, of which he made himſelf maſter without 
much difficulty. The city of Paris diſavowed this en- 
terprize, in a letter to the King, declaring that the 
whole had been concerted without their intervention. 
Moreover, the King's troops retook the place, on the 
5 | 3 | | ; next 
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next day, and, to ſhew of what ſmall importance they 
deemed that poſt, they immediately atterwards aban- 
doned it, $653 „ 420 $04 1 

This diſavowal, which ſufficiently indicated the 

public diſpoſition, was ſucceeded by another inci- 

dent, of equal conſequence ; which was the abſolute 
refuſal of the parliament to comply with the Duke 
of Orleans's earneſt ſolicitations, to admit the Duke of 
Lorrain into their aſſembly. . Theſe different occur- 
rences held all parties in ſuſpence; and, whilſt the 
Princes agents uſed every endeavour to engage the 
parliament and the city in their intereſt, the partizans 
of the court were buſied in ſeeking the means to bring 
about a peace, and the King's return to the city. 
With this view, the Provoſt of the Merchants and the 
Sheriffs propoſed to the parliament to appoint a general 
' proceſſion, with the ſhrine of St. Genevieve, the pa- 
troneſs of Paris, to ſupplicate heaven for a peace; 
ſeeing that ſuch exterior acts of devotion often pro- 
duce a great effect on the people's minds, in doubt- 
ful and difficult conjunctures. This was accordingly 
executed, with the utmoſt pomp and ſolemnity ; the 
parliament, all the ſuperior courts, the corporation of 
Paris, and all the ecclefiaſtical and ſecular fraternities, 
| in general, attending on the occaſion : which availed 
not a little to inſpire an univerſal inclination for 
peace. The parliament, alſo, now began to make 

* this the ſubject of their deliberations, and to pave the 

. way to a conference, which was earneſtly deſired by 

h the court, and which the Princes endeavoured, by all 

— poſiible means, to avert, in hopes that the army of the 

: Duke of Lorrain, which was then poſted near Brie- 

comte-Robert, would- ſoon enable them to make their. 
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t || own conditions. But they were much ſurprized, When 
a they learnt that the Duke had retired, upon the firſt 
we intelligence of the Viſcount de Turenne's approach, 
o I Who, having with the utmoſt diſpatch croſſed the river 
1 at Corbeil, with the King's army, after raiſing the ſiege 
. of Etampes, had made the neceſſary diſpoſitions for 
fl attacking him before the Princes could join him with 
"a their troops: ſo that, finding himſelf cloſely ae" 
ve : 3 
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he was compelled to enter into an ee wich 
the court, (the King of England acting as mediator) 
whereby he could only obtain permiſſion to retire with 
his army, unmoleſted, to the place from whence he 
came; without any other conditions whatſoever. It 
was inſinuated, that he had ſuffered himſelf to be gain- 
- ed over, with a very inconſiderable ſum of money- 
But the real fact is, that he was forced into the above 
meaſure, from a conſciouſneſs of the great inferiority 
of his army to that of M. de Furenne, and from a full 
conviction that it was not the deſign of the Spaniards 
to fight the Prince of Conde's battles. So that his 
_ Highneſs, who had advanced to the Duke's relief, was 
obliged to retire, with. precipitation, to S. Cloud, In 
the mean time, the deputies returned « Melun, 
where the court had taken up its reſidence, with a 
freſh anſwer from the King, by which his Majeſty 
declared his willingneſs* to diſmiſs Cardinal Mazarin, 
although he was convinced that the Princes only made 
uſe of his eminency's name as a cloak to their evil de- 
figns, His Majeſty, therefore, required to be in- 
formed whether, in caſe of the Cardinal's diſmiſſion, 
their Highneſſes would deſiſt from all further cabals ane 
intrigues; (well knowing that their treaty with the 
Spaniards was of a general nature, and contained no 
compulſion on the latter to lay down their arms at the 
requiſition of the princes) whether, having obtained a 
compliance with the foregoing demand, they would 
not exact ſome further conceſſion from his Majeſty ; 
whether they and their partizans would immediately 
return to their duty, and engage directly to diſband 
all their troops, both native and foreign, and to ſur- 
render up all thoſe places of which they were then in 
ſſeſſion, together with Bourdeaux and the other re- 
llious cities. The Princes uſed all their endeavours 
to excuſe themſelves from giving a direct anſwer to 
theſe queſtions, inſinuating that the whole was no- 
thing more than an artifice of Cardinal Mazarin. But 
they were, at length, obliged to comply with the wiſhes 
of the people, and to promiſe that they would ſtrictly 
fulfil thoſe 6 whenever his Majeſty ſhould have 
diſmiſſed | 


- 
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diſmiſſed the Cardinal: which ſtep they were induced 


to take, from a thorough conviction, that matters 


would otherwiſe be accommodated without their con- 
currence, and that the Governor and the Corporation 


would take effectual meaſures to repreſs the inſolence 


of the populace, and to provide for the ſecurity both 
of the parliament and the city. | | 
The Prince of Condé had obſerved, alſo, that the 
Duke of Orleans began to be diſguſted by the fre- 
quency of theſe diſturbances ; from whence he inferred 


that, in caſe the court ſhould incline to give his Royal 


Highneſs ever fo flight a ſatisfaction, on his demands 
reſpecting Cardinal Mazarin, he ſhould be inevitably 
deſerted, not only by him but by moſt of his other 
partizans alſo, who were ready to ſeize any pretext, 
to extricate themſelves from their engagements. 'The 
declarations of the Princes being therefore drawn up, 


the parliament ordered, that the deputies ſhould carry 


them, forthwith, to the King; enjoining them, at 
the ſame time, to acquaint his Majeſty, that the 
aſſembly was ſtrongly diſpoſed to contribute, by all 
poſſible means, towards bringing about a happy ac- 
commodation, This reſolution of the parliament con- 
duced greatly to ruin the Prince's atfairs, and oc- 
caſioned a violent clamour amongſt his Highneſs's 


emiſſaries, who behaved, on this and the tollowing 
days, in a more turbulent manner than they had ever 


done before. However, no diſturbance happened at 
this time, as feverat companies of the city-guard did 
duty every day, by order of the Provoſt of the Mer- 


for the ſecurity of the parliament. To this precaution 
the people could not be reconciled for ſome time; and 
it coſt near forty perſons their lives, in a tumult which 
happened on the Goldſmith's Quay. As Colonel Me- 
nardeau Champre, a counſellor of the grand cham- 


ber, and an avowed partizan of Cardinal Mazarin, 


was paſling through that quarter, with his company, 
near the leſſer gate of the Palais, a mob aroſe, and 
followed him, crying out, There goes a Mazarin!“ 
They purſued him in this manner as far as the Brazen 

You. I. K ; Horſe, 
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chants and the Sheriffs, at all the avenues of the Palais, 
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Horſe, where another company was ſtationed, who not 


only joined with the rioters in their inſults, but alſo 


fired upon M. Champre's party, which, however, was 
returned fo briſkly, that the aſſailants had good cauſe 
to repent of their temerity, The court derived great 
advantage from the re-eſtabliſhment of the city-guard ; 
and its party was now become ſo powerful, by the ac- 


2 ceſſion of all thoſe who wiſhed for a peace, and declared 


themſelves ſo openly, that, when M de 'Turenne, had 
compelled the Prince of Conde to take ſhelter, with his 
army, under the walls of Paris, all the efforts of his 


HFighneſs's friends could not, for ſome time, procure 


him admittance into the city, although he had pre- 
ſented himſelf, for that purpoſe, ſucceſſively, at the 
ſeveral gates of la Conference, 8 Honoré, 8. Denis, 
8. Martin, and even at that of S. Antoine. The laſt, 


bowever, was at length opened to him, partly through 


the entreaties, and partly through the authority of 
Mademoiſelle ; * after ſhe had obliged the King's troops 
to retire, by firing the cannon of the Baſtile upon them; 


which ſtep preſerved the Prince and his army from to- 
tal deſtruction. Ihe citizens openly rejoiced in the 


Prince's misfortune, and many of them even fired upon 


his army, whilſt it remained without the walls, nor 


did ſome ſcruple to boaſt of the attempts which they 
had made againſt his Highneſs's own perſon. The 


Duke of Orleans, ſeemed very little more concerned 


than the reſt, on this occaſion, and he could not be in- 


duced, by all the ſolicitations of thoſe about him, to 
mew himſelf in the ſtreets during the battle, in order 
to make it appear that he took part in the event. In 


a ſhort time after this tranſaction, the Provoſt of the 


Merchants and the Sheriffs, animated by the ſucceſs 
of the King's arms, took this opportunity to convene 


a general aſſembly, according to an order of the parlia- 


ment, which had been iſſued ſome time before. To 
this aſſembly they 1avited all thoſe members of the 
different companies, whom they knew to be moſt dit- 
poſed to peace, with th: view of laying before them a 
propoſal for the King's return, free of all reſtrictions: 


Which would certainly have been adopted, had not the 


| 5 Princes, 
* The title of the Duke of Orleans's eldeſt daughter. 


methods, determined to intimidate them into a compli- 


badge of diſtinction, as they had before done, on the 


by a majority of the deputies preſent, the Princes were 
obliged to. retire, after thanking the city for the ad- 


puties were all Mazarins, and that they only meant to 
protract matters, his partizans, who were in readineſs, 
upon the leaſt indication from him, to carry their evil 


in crouds towards the gate of the Hotel de Ville, with 


the intent of forcing an entrance; but they were hap- 
pily prevented by the officers of juſtice, who found 
means to ſhut the gate. | | 
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Princes, who had received intimation of the deſign of 


repaired to the aſſembly, in order to oppoſe it with 


all their power. The attempt was difficult: and the 


Prince of Conde, who was well acquainted with the 
ſentiments of- the deputies, judging that he ſhould not 
be able to bring them over to his views by ordinary 
ance:thevtewiths 7 ntl ft 354 1: 165 5 
For this purpoſe, he introduced a large number of 
officers and ſoldiers into the city, who, diſperſing 


themſelves through thoſe parts adjacent to the Hotel de 


Ville, mingled with the multitude and the other emiſ- 
ſaries of the Prince; wearing ſtraw in their hats, for a 


day the battle was fought at the gate of St. Antony. 


By degrees, they compelled every one who paſſed that 


way to aſſume this badge; till it became, at laſt, ſo 
common, and ſo neceſſary alſo, that none, not even 
the women or the prieſts, dared to appear without it. 
Although the above circumſtances ſufficiently indicated 


an approaching tumult, this did not deter the Marſhal - 
de 'Hopital, the Provoſt of the Merchants, the She- - 


riffs, and moſt of thoſe perſons who had been invited 
to attend, from repairing to the Hotel de Ville, at 
about two o'clock in the atternoon-: but it was only to 
adjourn the aſſembly to a future day, by virtue of a 
Letter de Cachet from his Majeſty, which the Marſhal 
brought with him, This meaſure being approved of 


miſſion granted to their troops, and making a tender 


of their ſervices. As the Prince of Conde had declar- 


ed aloud, in coming out of the aſſembly, that the de- 


deſigns into execution, immediately cried out, that they 
ought all to be f to death, at the ſame time running 
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This diſappointment, far from alluding the h EI 
the rioters, only ſerved to animate them ſtill the more; 
and, whilſt ſome of them were employed in firing in 
at the windows, others brought wood, in order to burn 
down the gate; inſomuch that, the officers of juſtice, 
and the Marſhal de P110pital's. guards having been 


compelled to retire, one part of the aſſembly concealed 


themſelves in the Hotel de Ville, and the reſt, in diff 


ferent diſguiſes, attempted to make their eſcape through 


the croud : but, of thoſe who embraced the latter ex- 
pedient, many of them were diſcovered through [their 


diſguiſe, and were maflacred by the populace; amongſt 


others, Meſtrs, le Gras, a matter of requeſts, Ferrand, 
de Savari, and le Fevre, counſellors of the parlia- 


ment, and M:ron, a maſter of accompts, all of them | 
ſworn foes to Cardinal Mazarin. In ſhort, the animo- 


fity of the people had riſen to ſuch a pitch, that, when 
the, curate of 8. John's Church, in hopes thereby to 


pacify the commotion, brought the hoſt into that quar- 
ter of the city called the Greve, they threatened to put 
him alſo to death, if he did not inſtantly retire. 


This virulence, however, was not ſo general, but 


| that many, even of thoſe who appeared the moſt agive 
in the riot, voluntarily affiſted ſuch of the deputies as 


were known to them, in making their eſcape. 'The 
Provoſt of the Merchants, and his fon, M. de la Barre, 
were ſaved in this manner, by ſome boatmen, who 
rendered the Jike ſervice to ſeveral other perſons, for 
money. 'The Marſhal de I'kiopital, whoſe ſituation 
was more perilous than that of any other perſon, was 
obliged to diſguiſe himſelf, in order to eſcape the re- 
ſentment of the populace. But this he could not do 
ſo effectually, as to prevent his being recognized by 
M. Dauvilliers, (the ſame perſon who defended the Co- 
adjutor from an aitack made upon him, in the riot at 
the Palais, by a man armed with a poniard) to whom, 
in all probability, he was indebted for his preſervation. 
For this gentleman, with the afliftance of the valet de 
chambre of one of his friends, whom he perceived 
amongſt the rioters, with a drawn ſword in his hand, 
having happily extricated the Marſhal from his oneaſy 
and dangerous nee in the Hotel de Ville, conducted 
ä him 
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him through the mob, firſt to the houſe of a citizen of 

his acquaintance, and from thence, during the night, 

to his own dwelling. But the execution of the latter 

part of their enterprize was attended withi an unforſeen 

accident, which threatened, at firſt, to be of fatal con- 

ſequence. For, as they paſſed through a part of the 

city called the Croix du Tiroir, the Marſhal, in ſpite 

of his diſguiſe, was recollected by a tavern-keeper, a 

partizan of the Prince of Condé's, who inſtantly began 

to alarm the neighbourhood: but M. Dauvilliers, to 

whom he chanced to be known, ſtepping up to him, 

perſuaded: him that he was under a miſtake; and the 

Marſhal and his attendants, quickening their pace, ar- 

rived ſafe at the Hotel de  Hopital. ff 

The Puke of Beaufort and the Marquis de la Bou- 

laye remained, during the whole tumult, at a houſe 

in the Greve, from whence they beheld all that paſſed 

with the moſt viſible indifference, without making the 

leaſt attempt to relieve any of their friends, till ten 

o'clock at night, when the Duke of Orleans ſent Ma- 
deemoiſelle to the aſſiſtance of ſome of his adberents, 
They accompanied that Princeſs to the Hotel de Ville, 
. from whence they obliged the rioters to retire, juſt at 
; the inflant that ſeveral companies of the citizens, wha 
: had by this time recovered from their conſternation, 
were advancing towards the ſpot, with the view of ſet- 
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D ting thoſe of the deputies at liberty, who ſtill remain- 

r ed ſhut up, and of putting the mutineers to the ſword, 

n in _ caſe of their oppoſition: in which deſign they 

s would, apparently, have been ſupported by the great- 

- eſt part of the inhabitants, whom theſe tranſactions had 

0 inſpired with the utmoſt horror. 2 : 

* In a few days afterwards, the Duke of Orleans went 

_— to the parliament, in order to apologize for thofe vio- 

at lent proceedings, but the attempt was ineffectual. Moſt | 

1 | 99875 5 | of | 

Je It was the opinion of many, who pretended to a knowledge in nd 

ed political affairs, that ſeveral of the court emiſſaries mixed with the f ö ; 
| | mcb, and encouraged them in their outrages purpoſely to diſguſt the #70 

d, citizens againſt the princes, who were deemed the authors of this 1 

ſy tumult, from the eircumſtanee of many of the rioters having been 1 

ed heard to uſe the words Burgundy and Conde (the titles of the Prince 11 

im | of Conde's two regimens) as watch-words, : 10 
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of the members, as alſo the King's counſel, withdrew. 


from their attendance on the duties of their functions, 
and remained cloſely ſhut up in their houſes. The 
Marſhal de I'H6pital and the Provoſt of the Merchants, 


who had retired from the city, ſent a meſſage to the 


corporation, that they would not return thither whilſt 
things continued in their preſent ſtate, ' So that this 


manceuvre of the Prince of Conde's, far from benefit- 


Ing his cauſe, did him the moſt effential injury, by 


rendering him odious to the public in general. A 
ſtrong ſuſpicion aroſe, however, ſome time afterwards, 
that Cardinal Mazarin had been a chief promoter of 


the tumult; that he had bribed a perſon, to ſuggeſt it 


to the Prince of Conde, as an expedient to intimidate 
the court, and to manifeſt his ſway 1 in the city ;.and that 
his eminency had, at the ſame time, ſent ſecret orders 
to his friends to foment the diſturbance to the utmoſt of 
their power, in order to, throw the whole odium of the 
tranſaction on the Prince of Conde, and effectually 
to ruin him in the opinion of the citizens: in which 
he perfectly ſucceeded. It has ſince been diſcovered 
that theſe orders were given out by M. Ariſte, a clerk 


ia the department of the Count de Brienne, one of the 


ſecretaries of ſtate. 
Moreover, Cardinal de Retz and his friends, though 


totally ignorant of theſe ſecret inſtructions, ſet every 
engine in motion to excite the public reſentment againſt _ 


the Prince of Conde, whom they charged with carry- 
ing on a private treaty with the court, together with 
many other particulars, all which were comprized- in 
a performance, entitled The clandeftine negotiati- 
ons ;* of which upwards of five thouſand were ſold in 
the courſe of a very few days. : 

The Prince of Conde might, with great juſtice, Bare 
retaliated theſe accuſations on Cardinal de Retz and 
his friends, all of whom held an intercourſe with the 
court. The Dutcheſs de Chevreuſe correſponded with 
the Abbe Fouquet, the Abbe Charier with the Grand 
Provoſt and his brother, the Abbe de Sourches, Ma- 
dame de Rhodes, who died during this period, fre- 
quently went in perſon to the court, in different 

diſguiſes, 
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diſguiſes, “ as did alſo Berthet, and the Baron de Pen- 
necors, a relation of the Cardinal de Retz, both of 
whom ſought to make themſelves of conſequence, and 
to be admitted, as parties, into theſe negotiations: 
but the Prince was not ſo well informed of Cardinal 
de Retz's tranſactions as the Cardinal was of his High- 
neſs's, 5 „„ . 

All the Prince of Conde's dependance therefore, lay 
in the execution of thoſe enterprizes, which he fill. 
meditated againſt Cardinal de Retz; moſt of whoſe 
friends, particularly the Biſhop of Chalons, the Duke 
de Briſſac, the Count de Montreſor, the Marquis de 
Laigues, the Abbe Charrier, and M. Argenteuil, be- 
ing apprehenſive for his ſafety, urgently adviſed him, 

as alſo the Marquis de 'Hopital and the Provoſt of the 
„Merchants, to quit the city, and to retire either to 
Mezieres or to Charleville, of which places two of the 
Cardinal's relations, the Marquis de Noirmoutier and 
the Viſcount de Buſſi-Lamet, were governors. But 
this counſel was ftrongly oppoſed by Meſſrs. Joli and 
Caumartin ; through a firm perſuaſion that, the inſtant 
his eminency ſhould retire from the city, he would ine- 
vitably forfeit all his authority and credit, both with. 
the court and the people; and that nothing further was 
requiſite than to furniſh him with ſuch a guard as 
might enable him to repel any attacks which his ene- 
mies ſhould be inclined to make on him. With this 
view M. Caumartin readily offered the Cardinal the 
ſum of ten thouſand livres, for the purpoſe of retain- 
ing in his ſervice a hundred or a hundred and twenty 
perſons, of the King of England's retinue, whom that 
Monarch, was well inclined to ſpare his eminency ; ex- 
cluſive of upwards of a hundred gentlemen, one part of 
whom conſtantly lay at the Cardinal's palace, and the 
. Teſt in the cloiſter of Notre Dame, N 
| Moſt 
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* After this lady's death, the habits of five or ſix different or- 
ders of Friars were found in her wardrobe. It has been aſſerted 
that her death was occaſioned by vexation, ariſing from the coolneſs 
and neglect with which Cardinal Mazarin received ſome intelligence 
which ſhe had perſonally communicated to him, under the diſguiſe © 
of a Cordelier. BER. . LEA 
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Mcoſt of the citizens, alſo, in the neighbourhood of the 
Cardinals reſidence, engaged to run to arms immedi- 
ately upon the firſt alarm of any diſturbance : and 
ſome, even of thoſe who dwelt. in the more diſtant 
quarters of the city, made the ſame promiſe; amongſt 
others the Sieur Houx, captain of the butchers, at the 
end of the bridge of Notre Dame. Ihe curates, alſo, 
received orders to caule the alarm bells to be rung, and 
to excite the people to the aſiſtance of their archbiſhop, 
in caſe of any attack. Ihe further precaution was 
taken to open ſome windows, in that part of the church 
of Notre Dame which was neareſt to the Cardinal's 
palace, that his eminency might, ſhould it be necef- 
ſary, take refuge in the ſteeple of the church, into 
which a prieſt, named Carre, who had, the care of the 
church beils, had, with great privacy, conveyed a num- 
ber of muſquets, bombs and granadoes, together with 
pProviſions for ſeveral days. This laſt meaſure was 
kept a profound ſecret; but the reſt were publicly 
known. A guard of ſoldiers did duty regularly every 
day at the Cardinals palace, under the command 
of the Viſcount Lamet and the Marquis de Chateau- 
renault. ; LW, 
All theſe preventative meaſures had a good effect to- 
wards repreſſing the inſolence of the ſeditious rabble, 
who now no longer appeared in the quarter where the 
Cardinal de Retz reſided, which had, for ſome time 
pait, been greatly infeſted by them, There is much 
reaſon to believe, alſo, that the Prince of Conde was - 
induced thereby to lay aſide his deſigns, through fear 
of the conſequences with which the execution of them 
might be attended, Moreover, his Highneſs was ap- 
prehenſive leſt, in purſuing his projects againit Cardi- 
nal de Retz, he ſhould offend the Duke of Orleans, 
by whom his eminency was ſtill highly favoured and 
eſteemed. 5 „ 
In the mean time, the court ſovght every pretext to 
delay giving an anſwer to the parliament's deputies, in 
bopes that the citizens, irritated by the late violent 
Proceedings of the Prince of Condé, would have de- 
8 Cclared themſelves againſt him. But, when it was ſeen 
1 that his Highneſs's party had rendered themſelves maſ- 
"i | ters 


ſued an edict, by which it was declared that, the 
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ters of the Hotel de Ville, in the abſence” of the Go- 


vernor of the City and the Provoſt of the Merchants, 


in whoſe ſtead they had ſubſtituted the Duke of Beau- 
fort and M. Brouflel, it then became neceſſary to com- 
ply. An anſwer was accordingly ſent to the parliament, 
in which his Majeſty declared that he was willing to 


yield to their requeſt for Cardinal Mazarin's diſmiſſion, 
although he plainly ſaw that it was a mere ſubterfuge, 
on condition that the Princes ſhould nominate depu- 


tiee, to treat of an accommodation. But, as the Duke 


of Orleans inſinuated that this was a captious anſwer, 


and an artifice of the Cardinal's, to engage the Princes 


in conferences which were totally needleſs, ſeeing that 


they had promiſed to lay down their arms immediately 
upon his eminency's departure from the kingdom, — 
for this reaſon the parliament reſo] ved that the humble 
thanks of the aſſembly ſhould be returned to his Majeſ- 
ty for his foregoing declaration ; that the deputies 
ſhould be inſtructed to preſs the execution of the pro- 
miſe contained therein, and that the Princes ſhould be 
requeſted to write à letter to them, confirming their 
laſt declaration, and impowering them to receive ſuch 
orders, as it ſhould pleaſe his Maz<fty to communicate 
to their Highneſſes, ſo ſoon as the Cardinal ſhould have 
retired from the kingdom. e 

As neither party was fatisfied with theſe reſolutions 
of the parliament, the conteſt was continued, with 
equal violence, on both ſides. The council having 
iſſued an edict, annulling the appointment of M. 
Brouſſel to the office of Provoſt of the Merchants, the 


Princes neglected no means to ſupport that appoint- 


ment, of which they had been the authors, and even 
to puſh matters ill further; which they eaſily effected, 
as moſt of the members of the parliament who were in 


oppoſition to them had, for ſome time paſt, abſented 


them ſel ves from the meetings of that aſſembly, and re- 


mained ſhut up in their houſes. The deputies, there- 


fore, having returned to Paris, in contempt of the or- 


ders which they had received to follow the court to 


Pontoiſe, and having made their report, the parlia- 
ment, after much time had been ſpent in debating, iſ- 

Ling 
K 5 | being 


decree of the council. 855 | 
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being no longer at liberty to follow the dictates of his 
affection for his people, his Royal Highneſs ſhould be 


requeſted to uſe all his authority, to extricate his Ma- 
jeſty from that reſtraint in which he was then held by 


Cardinal Mazarin; that, for this purpoſe, his Royal 
Highneſs ſhould be impowered to take upon himſelf the 


office of Lieutenant General of the crown, and that he 
ſhould be acknowledged as ſuch by all the King's ſub- 
jects, ſo long as Cardinal Mazarin ſhould continue in 


France; that the Prince of Conde, alſo, ſhould be 
defired to accept of the command of the King's armies, 
under the authority of his Royal Highneſs ; that all 
the King's officers, the captains of his guards, &c. &c. 


together with their ſucceſſors, ſhould be accountable to 


his Royal Highneſs for their conduct; that an addreſs 
ſhould be preſented to the King, to excuſe the return 
of the deputies, and to requeſt that his Majeſty would 
be pleaſed to diſmiſs Cardinal Mazarin, and, laftly, 


that this edit ſhould be ſent to all the other parlia- 


ments of the kingdom, with earneſt ſolicitations to fol- 
low the example thereby ſet them. IE 
This edi& was annulled by the court; but the par- 
liament, nevertheleſs, iſſued two others, the firſt of 
which enforced the execution of that edit, by which 


a price had been ſet on the Cardinal's head; ordering, 


al ſo, that. his library and all his other effects ſnould be 


ſold; that thoſe perſons who held any lands, &c. of 
his eminency ſhould be compelled to pay the rents 
thereof to certain bankers, which monies ſhould be 
appropriated to the diſcharge of the reward, which 
had been offered to any one who ſhould put the Car- 
dinal to death. The other edict impoſed a freſh tax 


upon the citizens, for the payment of the troops, which 


was fixed, by the corporation, at the groſs ſum of eight 
hundred thouſand livres, each houſe having a porte 
cochere] gate for the admiſſion of coaches being rated 
at ſeventy-five livres, and ihe reſt in proportion. But 
this tax was paid only by a few of the Princes parti- 
Zans, and it ſerved but to encreaſe the diſaffection of 
the citizens towards their cauſe, who refuſed to con- 


tribute to it, alledging that it had been aboliſhed by a 
in 
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Prince of: Fonds accepted the poſts which had been 


the Prince's views, determined to remove the aſſembly 


who compoſed this new aſſembly were but few in 


_ conſiderable degree of ſpirit and vigour: in concert 


having paſſed his army over the Seine on a bridge of 


the Preſident de Maiſons, was well affected to the ſtate, but he 
loved money ſtill better. Fifty thouſand Mazarinian crowns in- 
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In the mean time, his Royal Highneſs and the 


conferred upon them by the parliament : they diſ- 
patched circular letters to the governors of all the dif- 
ferent provinces, and the Duke of Orleans eſtabliſhed 
a regular council, at the Luxembourgh palace, to which 
he ſummoned two of the members of the parliament, 
the Preſident de Neſmond and M. de Longueil, * 
and even the Chancellor, alſo, who juſtly might, and 
ought to have excuſed himſelf from attending. The 
court, perceiving that .the parliament was now tao 
much intimidated to refuſe its concurrence in any of 


to Pontoiſe, and, having collected about twenty or 
thirty maſters of requeſts, preſidents, and counſellors, 
formed them, accordingly, into a kind of parliament, 
in oppoſition to that of Paris. Although the members 


number, yet their proceedings were diſtinguiſhed by a 


with the court, they, alfo, drew up remonſtrances for 
the Cardinal's diſmiſſion, which was immediately grant- 
ed, and, in the ſame inſtant, carried into execution. 
The King then went to Compeigne, leaving the 
M.rſhal de Ja Ferte,. with a body of troops, at Pontoiſe, 
whilſt the Viſcount de Turenne marched to Villeneuve- 
ſaint George, in order to oppoſe the enterprizes of 
the Duke of T.orraine, who had lately re-entered 
France, and had advanced as far as Brie-Comte- 
Robert, 3 | ? 

The Prince of Conde, therefore, quitted his ſitua- 
tion in the plain of Ivri, and took. poſt. at Charenton, 


boats, in conſequence of which movement, Marſhal 
Turenne found himſelf hemmed in, for ſeveral days, 
between the army of the Duke of Lorrain and that 
of the Prince. However, the Marſhal, watching his 

5 . opportunity, 


* Longueil, a member of the Grand chamber, and brother to 


duced him to quit the party of the Frondeurs and to go over to 
the other ſide. ; | | 
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opportunity, one night whilſt the Princes were at 
Paris, and the Prince of Conde was indiſpoſed, de- 
- camped ſecretly with his troops, his enemies not per- 
ceiving his deſign till it was too late to prevent it. 
This unforeſeen retreat greatly diſconcerted all their 
Highneſſes ſchemes, more eſpecially as they found their 
influence in the parliament much diminiſhed, fince the 
departure of Cardinal Mazarin; and they now began 
ſeriouſly to think of peace, and to declare publicly, 
in the parliament, that they were willing to lay down 
their arms, without requiring any other condition, than 
a general amneſty for themſelves and their adherents, 
The parliament, accordingly iſſued an ediQ, by which 
it was ordered that an addreſs of thanks ſhould be pre- 
ſented to the King, on occaſion of the Cardinal's dif. 
miſſion, and that his Majeſty ſhould be requeſted to 
gratify the wiſhes of the aſſembly, by returning to 
the city, giving him, at the fame time, the moſt ear- 
neſt aſſurances of their loyalty and affection; that 
the thanks of the aſſembly ſhould be returned to the 
Princes, alſo, who ſhould be urged to perſevere in 
their endeavours to re-eſtabliſh the public tranquillity, 
and that, in the mean time, their Highneſſes declara- 
tion ſhould be regiſtered in due form. This edict did 
not prove ſatisfactory to the court party, who argued 
that the Princes were bound, by their former declara— 
tion, to lay down their arms, immediately upon the 
Cardinal's diſmiſſion, without exacting any other terms 
whatſoever : and therefore, when his Royal Highneſs 
wrote, a ſhort time afterwards, to the Duke d' Anville, 
For paſſports for certain perſons, whom he purpoſed 
to ſend to the court, the Duke acquainted him, in 
anſwer, that no paſſports could be- granted, till the 
Princes ſhould firſt, conformably to their promiles, 
have laid down their arms. However, to comply in 
ſome ſort with the demands of the Princes, the court 
ſent an amneſty to the new-formed parliament of 
Pontoiſe, but it produced no good effect, both as it 
cenſured the conduct of the Princes in too ſevere terms, 
and, alio, as the circumſtance cf its being ſent to the 
parlian.ent of Pontoiſe gave much offence to _ of 
| 3 ATls, 
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Paris. This incident occaſioned” freſh debates in the 
parliament, where it was at length determined to re- 
turn his Majeſty the thanks of the aſſembly, and to 
requeſt that he would be pleaſed to quit Pontoiſe and 
again take up his refidence in the city, to grant paſſ- 
ports to the Prince's deputies, and to iſſue a general 
amneſly, in all the proper forms, which ſhould be 
ſent to all the different parliaments of the kingdom : 
and it was further reſolved, to ſolicit the other ſuperior 
courts to ſend addreſſes to his Majeſty on the ſame 
*l| ſubject. This edict ſufficiently evinced the willing- 
neſs of the aſſembly to accommodate all differences, 
upon the very firſt conceſſion from the court, without 
paying much attention to the private intereſts of the 
Princes; and, as all the other ſuperior courts had en- 
| gaged to ſend deputations to the King, in conjunction 
CE. with the parliament, to requeſt his Majeſty to return to 
the city, every one eagerly preſſed the execution of 
| that particular article of the edit, whilſt the reſt were 
* ſuffered to paſs totally unheeded. The eccleſiaſtics led 
the way : and, the dean of the church of Notre-Dame 
a having propoſed to the chapter to ſend deputies, without 
EE: conſulting Cardinal de Retz on the ſubject, Joli, who 
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1 had received intelligence of the circumſtance, repre- 
1 ſented to his eminency, that it would be much to his 
advantage to put himſelf at the head of the intended 
> deputation, ſeeing that he could not have a more fa- 
= @ vourable opportunity for receiving, from the King's 
; hands, the hat which the Pope had ſent him by a 
courier: an honour which the Cardinal defired with the 
1 utmoſt ardour. Having, therefore, previouſly obtain- 
1 ed the concurrence of the court, by means of the prin- 
e ceſs Palatine, he concerted the neceſſary meaſures with 
the chapter, and the other different bodies of the 


n clergy, all of whom united their deputies with thoſe f 
t the chapter, and, every thing being properly arranged, 
f he departed from the city at their head. The behaviour 
it of the populace towards them was much more peacea- 
8. ble than could have been expected in ſuch turbulent 
"= times, ſome few of the rabble only having inſulted 
. them with the uſual cry of, There go the Mazarins P 
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Was agreed on between the parties. 
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Neither did they meet with any ſiniſter accident 


throughout their whole journey, although the Prince 


of Conde's troops were diſperſed all over the country, 


the Duke of Orleans having granted Cardinal de Retz 


a detachment of his guards, to eſcort him as far as 
Compeigne. They were abſent from the city eight 
days, out of which time the Cardinal ſpent three days 


at the court, where he met with a very gracious recep- 


tion. His harangue on the occaſion was univerſally 
approved, being critically adapted to the circumſtances 
of the times. Several conferences were held, for the 
Purpoſe of adjuſting the meaſures for his Majeſty's re- 


turn, and for effecting a ſincere reconciliation between 
the two Cardinals : but theſe negotiations could not be 
compleated, becauſe Cardinal de Retz was obliged to 
return to Paris: however a reciprocal correſpondence 


In the mean time, the partizans of the Princes hav- 
ing cauſed to be printed a ſpurious harangye of Car- 


dinal de Retz, to the King, in order to diminiſh his 


credit with the people, his eminency was neceſſitated 


to publiſh an authentic copy of that performance, 


which gave ſuch general ſatisfaction that, at his re- 


turn to Paris, every one eagerly preſſed to get a fight 


of him, and the whole city rang with reiterated ſhouts 


of, God ſave the King! Peace for ever!! | 
This example of the clergy was quickly followe 
by all the ſuperior courts, the corporation of Paris, 
the merchants company, and the colonels and captains 
of the city-guards. Theſe laſt were chiefly influenced 


by Cardinal de Retz, who had repeated conferences, 


during the night, with ſome or other of them, per- 


ticularly with M. de Seve, a maſter, of requeſts, and 


colonel of the ſuburb of S. Germain. The Abbe Fou- 
quet, alſo, who had afſumed the title and authority 
of an agent for Cardinal Mazarin, ſought to obtain 
the credit of having brought about the King's return. 


With this view, by virtue of an order which he pro- 
cured to be addreſſed to him by the court, he convened 
a great number of the well- affected citizens, at the Palais 
Royal, at the head of whom was M. le Prevoſt a _ 

* 


"59 ber of the grand chamber. This man, in a ſet ſpeech, 
"EIS repreſented to them the advantages which muſt accrue 
5 from a general accommodation, and from the King's 
"Io return to Paris, which was ſo ardently deſired by all | 
is the real friends of the community, and oppoſed by a 4 
* very few ſeditious and factious people only: he con- 7 
— cluded with exhorting them to ſeize upon the principal 
= quarters of the city, to put, every man, a piece of 1 
y | paper in his hat, asa mark of diſtinction, in imitation | I 
a of the King's troops, and, when they retired from the F 
Ce aſſembly, to manifeſt their loyalty by repeated ſhouts 9 
of, God fave the King!“ Aſſuring them that they by 
: would be ſeconded therein by all thoſe of the inhabi- 1 
ee tants, in general, who continued firm in their attach. # 
o ment to their duty. But it ſo happened that the reſt 1 
de of the citizens, inſtead of uniting with theſe people, as 

had been predicted, fell upon them, on their return 
5 from the Palais Royal and obliged them to diſperſe : 
r- ſo that this ill-concerted meaſure not only greatly re- 
is tarded the execution of the excellent plan, which had 
* been digeſted by Cardinal de Retz, but had, alſo, 
by nearly rendered the whole defign eFete. 
„ In the mean time, as the citizens were, in the main, 
at well diſpoſed to their monarch's return, the Cardinal, 
ts to fulfil his promiſe, ſent Joli to the court, to regulate 
the neceſſary preliminaries with the princeſs Palatine; 
d But, unfortunately for him, on his return, he was 
3, | ſeized by ſome troopers belonging to the Prince of 
ns Condé's army, who conducted him to Charenton, 
2d where they cloſely confined him for two whole days, 
a. till they had received the four hundred crowns which 
1 he had engaged to give them for his ranſom, and for 
id | which he had been obliged to ſend to Paris: im- 
U- metiarely upon the payment of the money, they diſ- 
ty miſſed him, without even examining his pockets, in 
in which they would have found the dilpatches from the 


n. princeſs Palatine. Had the Prince of Condé been 
Oo. made acquainted with this tranſaction, at the time, 
ed Joli would, doubtleſs, have been expoſed to imminent 
Tk danger, as his Highneſs was ſufficiently apprized of the 


confidence which Cardinal de Retz placed in him. 
| | ; | But 
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But what made his good fortune ſtill more apparent 


was, that, juſt as he had quitted Charenton, imme. 


diately after being releaſed, he met the Prince of Conde 
himſelf, almoſt face to face; inſomuch that, in order 


to avoid his Highneſs, he was obliged to turn his horſe 


out of the high road, and to croſs the fields, which 
action, it might naturally have been ſuppoſed, would 
have led the Prince to ſuſpect him, and to order his 
attendants to ſeize him. However, he happily eſcaped 
all theſe dangers and returned ſafe to Paris. Cardinal 
de Retz had been very uneaſy, on account of his long 
abſence, and was greatly rejoiced to ſee him again, 
and to learn from him that their Majeſties, in conſe- 

quence of the intelligence he, had lent them, inſtantly 
| ed to remove to S. Germain; where the de- 


puties were admitted to an audience. The court made 


ſome difficulty, at firſt, to admit thoſe from the corpo- 


ration, becauſe it appeared that the Duke of Beaufort 
and M. Brouſſel had been preſent at their nomi nation; 


but all objections were removed, when it was known 


that thoſe two perſons had reſigned their poſts, and the 


deputies from that body met with an equally gracious 

reception with the reſt. But the officers of the city- 
guard were more favourably received than any of the 
others, the court ſtanding in moſt need off their aſſiſt- 


ance, to render the people propitious to the King's + 


return. The Prince of Conde, perceiving that it was 
in vain any longer to oppoſe the meaſures then carrying 
on in the city, withdrew with his troops towards 


Flanders, after the example of the Duke of Lorrain, 


having firſt made many fruitleſs attempts to effect a 
reconcilement with the court, through the mediation 
of M. de Gourville, the Duke de Bovillon, the Abbe 
Fouquet, Madame de Chatillon, and, laſtly, of the 
Duke de la Rochefoucault. It does not clearly appear 
to what cauſe the bad ſucceſs of theſe negotiations was 
owing : whether it aroſe from an unwillingneſs in 


Cardinal Mazarin to enter into any connections with 


his Highneſs, or whether his demands were deemed 


exceſſive and exorbitant. The ſtate of thoſe demands | 
was as follows, He required, that Cardinal Mazarin 
"gp 1 ſhould 
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ſhould quit the kingdom, and that the King ſhould 


impower his Royal Highneſs, and himielf to conclude | 
a general peace. 2. That axcouncil ſhould be formed, 
to conſiſt of unſuſpected perſons, and that the ſuper- 


intendant ſhould be diſmifled. 3. That all the Princes 


adherents ſhould be re-eſtabliſhed in their eſtates, poſts, 
and governments. 4. That the Duke of Orleans ſhould | 
receive plenary ſatisfaction in all his demands, both 
for himſelf and his friends. 5. That the immunities 


and privileges claimed by the citizens of Bourdeaux 


ſhould be granted to them. 6. That the Prince of 
Corti ſhould be permitted to enter into treaty with 
the Duke of Angouleme for the government of Pro- 


 vence: that the. Duke of Nemours ſhould have that 


of Auvergne, and the Duke de la Rochefoucault that 
of angoumois and Xanitonges, or the ſum of 350,000 
livres, to purchaſe any other he ſhould think proper: 
that the Prince de Turenne ſhould be indemnified for 
the demolition of his eſtate at Taillebourg : that the 
Counts du Dognon and de Marſin ſhould be appointed 
Marſhals of France, and M. Viole a ſecretary of ſtate 


Or a Preſident à Mortier: that the Marquis de Mon- 


teſpan ſhould be created a Duke : that the government 
of Anjou ſhould be reſtored to the Duke of Rohan, 
who ſhould, alſo, have that of Pont-de Sez and Sau- 
mur; that the Marquis de la Force ſhould have the 
government of Bergerac and Sainte-Foi, and that the 
ſum of 150,000 livres ſhould be given to M. de Silleri, 
to purchaſe a government, who ſhould, alſo, be created 
a knight of the King's orders, at the very firſt pro- 
motion, On theſe conditions the Prince of Conde 


engaged to lay down his arms, and to conſent to Car- 


dinal Mazarin's return, in three months, or as ſoon 
as a general peace ſhould be concluded. Theſe extra- 
vagant demands rendered all the negotiations ineffectual, 
although the death of the Duke of Nemours, who was 
killed in a duel, by his brother-in-law, the Duke of 
Beaufort, had removed one of the obſtacles to their 
completion: a ſecret enmity had long ſubſiſted between 
theſe two noblemen, and which had lately broken out 
a freſh, on occaſion of the Duke of Beaufort's being 
5 . appointed 
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appointed to the government of Paris. However, as 
this accident had not removed all the difficulties in the 


way of an accommodation, -nothing could be concluded 


on. Madame de Chatillon was the only perſon who 


derived any advantage from theſe negotiations; the 


Prince of Conde having preſented her, on the occaſion, 


with an eſtate fituated at Merlou, although it is poſh- 
ble that he was alſo influenced thereto by fome more 
private motives. All conferences being now at an end, 
the Prince threw himſelf entirely into the hands of the 
Spaniards, with a full determination of continuing the 
war; to which he was ftrongly incited by the Dutcheſs 
de Longueville, who was become jealous of the in- 
fluence-which Madame de Chatillon had acquired over 
him, and conſtantly dreaded the being obliged to re- 
turn. to her huſband. Moreover, he placed great de- 
pendance on the hatred of the public to Cardinal Ma- 


Zarin, from whence he expected to reap the moſt eſſen- 
tial advantages: but, for want of a leader in whom the 
people could truſt, this hatred was ſuffered to ſubſide by 


degrees, and all thoughts of oppoſition were now laid aſide, 
every one being fearful of expofing himſelf to certain 
ruin, by a further refiſtance. _ 5 

The court did not neglect to avail itſelf of this panic. 
The King, therefore, returned to Paris, without any | 
previous amneſty, and without granting any terms to 
the Duke of Orleans. On the contrary, - his Majeſty 
having diſpatched an expreſs to him, from the wood 


of Boulogne, commanding him to repair thither im- 


mediately, or to depart the city, he was apprehenſive 
that it was intended to ſeize his perſon, and he, ac- 


cordingly, retired, next morning to Blois. 


His Majeſty, ſtill continuing to a& with the ſame 
high hand, ſent a Letter de Cachet to the parliament, 


by which they were ordered to attend him at the 


Louvre. This order ſomewhat ſurprized the aſſem- 
bly : but, as it was now no longer a time to heſitate, 
they inſtantly acquieſced, and repaired to the Louvre, 
where the King held a bed of juſtice. An amneſty 
was read to them, which appeared to be general : But 
it was ſucceeded by a declaration, in which the fol- 

5 e 5 lowing 
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lowing perſons were excepted by name : viz. the Dukes 
of Beaufort and de la Rochefoucault, Meflrs. de 
Brouſſel, Viole, de Thou, Portail, Betaul, de Croifly, 
Coulon, Machault, Fleury, Martineau, Genoux, the 
Marquiſſes de la Boulaye and Fontrailles, and Denis, 
the grand treaſurer of France: this declaration alſo 
prohibited the parliament from taking any cognizance, 
in future, of the government of the ſtate or the manage- 
ment of the finances. | 3 | "I 
This imperiouſneſs ſurprized every one, not except- 
ing even thoſe who had been the moſt ſanguine for 
the King's return. However, the diſgraced parties 
were obliged to fly, and to conceal themſelves in dif- 
ferent places, where ſome of them died in exile, amongſt 
the reſt M. Brouſſel. | „ 
So ſudden and unexpected a revolution gave Cardinal 
Mazarin a high reputation in foreign countries, where 
matters are commonly judged of by the event alone. 
The truth is, that he had not ſo great a ſhare in theſe 
tranſactions as might have been imagined, the greateſt 
part of theſe changes having been made by chance, 
and without his conſent. But, even ſuppoſing all theſe 
happy ſucceſſes to have been effected by him, yet ſtill 
he can claim no merit from them; as he to whom the 
ſovereign delegates his authority, may at all times 
avail himſelf of it, even to the abuſing it, by making 
the moſt flattering promiſes, which he may afterwards 
break through with impunity. But it is certain that 
this does not juſtify either the Duke of Orleans, the 
Prince of Conde, or the Coadjutor. A better under- 
ſtanding amongſt them might have averted this, and 
all the other evils which befel them afterwards, and 
which could be aſcribed to their own imprudence only, 
and to that defire, by which they were mutually actu- 
ated, of revenging themſelves on their enemies, that 
is to ſay, on thoſe by whom they imagined themſelves 
to be injured, _ 1 MUD 1 | 
The incidents conſequent of the King's return to 
Paris ought to have alarmed Cardinal de Retz more 
than any one elſe, becauſe, ſeeing that he had contri- 
buted ſo much to that event, it ſeemed that the m_ | 
| mlies 
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miſes which had been made him, that nothing ſhould 


be done without .his concurrence, ought not ſo ſoon 
to have been forgot. He, nevertheleſs, ſcarcely gave 
himſelf a moment's conſideration on this conduct of ihe 
court, nor on the myſtery. of the meſſage to the Duke 
of Orleans, with which circumftance he did not be- 

come acquainted till he came to the Louvre, whither 
he had repaired pretty early, to attend their Majeſties, 


and which had been communicated to Joli, by mere 
accident, by the Provoſt of the Ifle of France, who 


imagined chat it was publicly known. ö . 

Anather incident happened, at the ſame time, which 
ovght to have ſurprized him fill more: this was a 
meſſage from the princeſs Palatine, which he received 
in a few minutes after his arrival, cautioning him not 


to come to her at the apartment which had been pre- 


| pj tor her at the Louvre, but to ſend Joli, to whom 
he would communicate all ſhe had to lay. This was 
accordingly done, and the firſt queſtions which the 
Princeſs aſked Joli were, whether Cardinal de Retz had 
loſt his ſenſes, and what could have induced him to 
bring the King back to Paris in ſuch haſte, adding, 
that ſhe feared that it would turn out but little, either 
to bis intereſt or ſatisfaction. But theſe preſages made 
but a very ſlight impreſſion on the Cardinal, who was 
ſo intoxicated with the flattering marks of favour 


which the Queen affected to ſhew him, that he gave 


ſcarcely any ear to the repeated advices and intimations 
which he received. Her Majeſty told him, among 
other things, that the King's return had been brought 
about ſolely by him, and that he bad, thereby, ren- 
dered her a ſervice, which ſhe would cauſe him to re- 
member as long as he lived. | | 


Although he received great ſatisfaction from the 


Queen's behaviour towards him, yet he, nevertheleſs, 
immediately after quitting the Louvre, took a ſtep 


_ which ſavoured much of the ancient ſpirit of the Fronde. 


He repaired to the Duke of Orleans's palace, to ad- 
viſe him to continue at Paris, in contempt of the order 
which had been ſent him, to depart the city. But the 
truth is, that the conduct of the Cardinal on this oc- 
| caſion 


oa ili tnkut af jolt elif za rfl age dt on 
caſion aroſe merely from an attention to punctilio, and 
that the Duke of Orleans paid little heed to his, ad- 


5 diſcovered that the Cardinal had . Negotiated, ſeveral 
he conſtantly gave him the moſt. potitive aſſurances of 
pleated, viith the advice which he. had given to the 
Duke of Orleans; but ſhe concealed her diſpleaſure, 

| he {till pg lifted in doing for ſome time, ſo prepoſſeſſed 


given him, of the danger with which he was menaced. 


Would certainly fly to his aſſiſtance, in which opinion, 


' nobility who had been chiefly concerned in the late 


mm 
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vice, his Royal Highneſs having quitted the city on 
the next morning, much diſſatisfied with, his eminency, 
who did not offer to accompany him. He had even 


matters with the court, without his privacy, although 


an inviolable attachment. Neither was the Queen well 


and continued to receive him in the ſame gracious man- 
ner as before, Whenever he went to the Louvre, which 


with the idea of the importance of his ſervices, that 
he totally neglected the daily wWarnings which were 


He fondly.imagined that a reſpe& for the Cardinalſhip 
would reſtrain the court from attempting any thing 
againſt him, and that in caſe of need, the people 


however, he found himſelf greatly deceived. The 
generality of the people, and particularly thoſe of the 


intrigues, had converted their former affection for him 
into hatred, as they plainly ſaw that he was the ſole 
author of the late revolution, which was now irre- 
media,, eo 1 

In the mean time, the princeſs Palatine"ſent Car- 
dinal de Retz reiterated cautions, to keep himſelf upon 
bis guard * And, as he was at length determined to 
have an interview with her Highnels, in order to learn, 
from her own mouth, what thoſe .dangers were with 

DD Ae Which 


* Cardinal Mazarin, in his letters to the Queen, inceſſantly 
preſſed her Majeſty to ſeize the pciſon of Cardinal de Retz, de- 
claring that, till this meaſure was carried into execution, he 
would never retuin to Paris, where he ſhould not deem himſelf 
ſafe Whild a man remained in the city who was able to oppoſe 


him. Bendes he determined to delay bis return Ul after Cardi- 


dal de Netz ſhould be ſeizes, in order to make it appear to the 


Court of Rome as if he had had no ſhare in that tranſaction. 
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himſelf to be accompanied, 


—_ 


ji 3 | LS 
which he was threatened, which he judged-might now 

be effected with the Jeſs difficulty, as ſhe had lately re- 
moved from the Louvre to her own houſe, the Hotel 


de Luynes, he therefore ordered Joli, who was his 
agent in ordinary, to requeſt, the Princeſs to appoint 


ſome hour of the night for a conference between them. 


But her Highneſs wovld by no means conſent to let the 


Cardinal come to her houſe, as it would have been to 
have expoſed him to too great a riſk, and all that 
could be obtained from her was, that ſhe would meet 


his eminency, at Joli's houſe, at nine o'clock the next 
evening. Accordingly, at the time appointed, that 
Prelate repaired to the place of rendezvous, and the 
Princeſs entered into a minute recapitulation of the 


cautions which ſhe had ſent him at different times: 


and, the Cardinal aſking her, at length, what was to 
be apprehended from the deſigns in agitation againſt 
him, ſhe bluntly replied, riſing from her ſeat at the 
ſame time, every thing, even death itſelf? .,. 
This declaration confounded him ſo much that, fly- 
ing from one extreme to the other, he ſuddenly reſolv- 
ed to go no more to the Louvze, and affected to cauſe 
Kbenever he appeared in 
ublic, by a guard of eight often armed perſons: a 
Coal which rather expoled him to danger than ſe- 
cured his ſafety. Had he been capable of following 
good advice, the propereſt ſtep he could have taken 
would have been to have retired to ſome place of ſecu- 
rity, where he might have rendered himſelf {till formi- 
dable'to Cardinal Mazarin. But he piqued himſelf on 
obſerving a quite contrary conduct, haughtily declar- 
ing his determination not to quit the city. Ridiculous 


wanity ! which, it is poſſible, may have been the ſole 
cauſe of his ruin-; as he, thereby, gave the court to 
underſtand that it was at all times in his power to re- 
new the late diſturbances. The truth, however, is, that 
his ſole view was to obtain a reconciliation with Cardi- 


nal Mazarin, and that he imagined that the moſt like- 
ly means to effect this purpoſe would be to intimidate 
him, by an aſſumed haughtineſs, which was certainly 


now become unſeaſonable, and for which there were no 


real 
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real grounds. This, Cardinal Mazarin well knew, al- 
though he feigned to be ignorant of jt, always nego- 
tiating with Cardinal de Retz upon ſuch terms, as if 
he had been in a condition to thwart his deſigns, and 
profeſſing much willingneſs to fatis'y him in his de- 
mands. Bur he always found the means of raiſing dif- 
| ficulties, to excuſe himſelf from concluding upon any 
thing. Amongſt other pretexts which he made uſe of, 
to juſtify theſe repeated delays, he complained that 
Cardinal de Retz employed too many agents in his 
negotiations, and that this diverſity of perſons, and, 
frequently, even of propoſals, alſo, rendered it impoſ= = 
ſible for him to come to a determination ; and in this 
it muſt be acknowledged that Cardinal Mazarin was in 
the right, For ſo great was the readineſs with which 
Cardinal de Reiz liſtened to thoſe who came to offer 
him their mediation, that no one was rejected by him, 
although his friends conſtantly repreſented to him the 
dangerous conſequences of ſuch a conduct. But he was 
ſurrounded by perſons who found their accompt in this 
confuſion, and who, more attentive to their own than 
. to his intereſts, ſought to obtain a ſhare in his negoti- 
. ations merely for the purpoſe of advantaging themſelves 
| at his expence. NT | 


LY 4 | _ _— 4 LS 2 2 * hn 4 005 * 
5 * 2 5 


The princeſs Palatine was the perſon in whom he 
| moiſt confided ; and, although her advice was frequent- 
4 ly oppoſed by ſome of thoſe about him, ſhe had the ad- 
dreſs to reduce the propoſitions, on both ſides, to a 
I more preciſe and certain ſtandard. Cardinal Mazarin 
. had engaged to procure for Cardinal de Retz the ma- 
5 nagement of the King's affairs at the court of Rome, in 
| cate he would conſent to take up his future reſidence in 
S that city, and alſo to obtain for him ſuch abbeys, pen- 
* ſions, and other emoluments, as ſhould enable him to 
5 ſupport his public character at that court with dignity 
+ and ſplendor. But theſe offers did not ſatisfy him; 
= and, as there were ſeveral perſons of note in the num» 
3 ber of his adherents, he demanded three valuable go- 
_ vernments, for the Duke de Briſſac, the Marquis de 
is | Foffeuſe, and M. d' Argenteuil, an Abbey of twenty 
y _ thouſand livres a year for the Abbe Charter, the war 1 
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of one of the ſecretaries of ftate-for M. Caumartin, and 


a ſum of money, or the office of ſecretary to the Duke 
of Anjou, for M. Joli. At firſt, the princeſs Palatine 


engaged for Cardinal Mazarin's acceptance of theſe 


conditions: but, when ſhe found that his eminency 
had, in part, diſcarded his fears, fince the King's re- 
turn to Paris, the ſoon altered her opinion, and plainly 
told Cardinal de Retz, that, as he had committed ſuch an 
overſight, in bringing back the King, it was now no 
longer a time to ſtand upon terms, and that he muſt. 
abſolutely be contented with ſuch as had been offered 


Him, without 13 himſelf about the expectati- 


ons of his friends, whoſe demands would be properly 
attended to in due time and ſeaſon, 

Amongſt all Cardinal de*Retz's friends, Joli was the 
only perſon who ſeconded this advice. He repeatedly 
repreſented to his eminency the danger to which he 


would expoſe himſelf, by adopting a contrary conduct, 


and that, as there was no probability of his obtaining 
the favours which he wiſhed to procure for a ſmall 


number of his partizans, he had better relinquiſh the 
demand, were it for no other reaſon than to avoid diſ- 


obliging the reſt of his adherents, who would other- 
wiſe have cauſe to complain of that preference, Car- 
dinal de Retz was well inclined to follow this advice, 


and, if M. Caumartin had been at Paris, there is good 
reaſon to believe that he and Joli would have been able 


to have prevailed on him to adopt it. But, as 'M, 
Caumartin was then at Foictiers, Joli found himſelf in- 
capable of oppoſing the Duke. de Briſſac, the Abbe 
Charier, and other intereſted perſons, with whom-the 
Cardinal was conſtantly ſurrounded. The Duke de 
Briſſac poſſeſled at firſt but a ſmall ſhare of the Cardi- 
nal's conſidence: but he had of late ſo far ingratiated 


himſelf wich his eminency, and by ſuch agreeable 


means, by procuring him frequent parties of pleaſure, 
that it was with difficulty that the Cardinal could now 
be prevailed on to adopt any meaſures which were not 
recommended by bim. The Duke de Briflac had a 
connection with Mifs de la Vergne, the daughter-in- 


law of the Chancellor de Chiverni, a relation of the 
? | Cardinal, 


\ 
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Cardinal. This young lady, who was very handſome, 
lived in the next houſe. to that of the Miſs de la Loupes, 
the eldeſt of whom was one of the fineſt women in 
France: and, as there was a door of communication 
between the two houſes, Miſs de la Loupe was conti- 
nually at the houſe of her friend, Miſs de la Vergne: 
whither alſo the Cardinal and the Duke de Briflac fre- 
quently repaired, in the evening, to viſit theſe ladies. 
On theſe occaſions, Cardinal de Retz always appeated 
in very rich and elegant cloaths: and this vanity he 
carried to ſo great a length, that he would wear in 
common, in the day as well as at night, the moſt mag- 
nificent habits, thereby expoſing himſelf to the ridicule 
of the public. The Duke alſo often engaged the Car- 
dinal in parties of walking and hunting, at which 
times that Prelate would cemmunicate to him his moſt 
ſecret affairs, not concealing from him even his con- 
nection with the princeſs Palatine, of whom the Duke 
ſoon found means to render him ſuſpicious, by inſinu- 
ating to him that her fears were merely political, and 
were feigned with the view of inducing him to yield 
to Cardinal Mazarin's propoſals, to whom ' ſhe ſought 
to make her court at his expence. To this the Duke 
added, that her Highneſs had no longer any intereſt at 
court, and that it would be much more to the advan- 
tage of Cardinal de Reiz to treat with the Queen her- 
ſelf, who would not land ſo much upon, terms, or 
with Servien, who had lately been recalled, and was 
now. poſſeſſed of her Majeſty's entiie confidence. The 
idea of the Cardinal's treating with Servien had been 
originally ſuggeſted by the Dutcheſs de Leſdiguieres, a 

friend of the Duke de Briſſac, who had long wiſhed to 
obtain a ſhare in the Cardinal's negotiations, and 
thought this a moſt favourable opportunity for effect- 
ing her deſign. Servien waited on the Duke, * under 
the pretext of returning him thanks for the, civilities 
which he had received at his houſe at Beaupreau, dur- 
ing his exile; but, in fact, by his intervention, to 


Vol. I. 1 * he | perſuade 


* In the original it 18 ſaid, that Servien 3 on the Cardi- 
nal : . it is plain, from the context, that this muſt be an er- 
ror. ; | 
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perſuade the Cardinal to return to the Louvre, inſinu- 
&ting that every thing might be ſpeedily adjuſted, at 
the expence only of a ſlight compliment to the Queen. 
The Dutcheſs de Leſdiguiers fell into this ſnare, and 
eaſily led the Duke de Briſſac into the ſame error, ſee- 
ing that Servien's propoſals perfectly coincided with 
their views and intereſts, They were both ignorant 
that Servien and the Abbe Fouquet had lately accom- 
modated their differences, with the fole view of at- 
tempting the ruin of Cardinal de Retz, andof preventing 
a reconciliation between him and Cardinal Mazarin ; 
clearly perceiving that, if once that event. ſhould take 
place, they ſhould, from that inſtant, loſe all power 
and credit in the ſtate. With this view, that e 

gentlemen had prepoſſeſſed the Queen with an idea, 
that ſhe muſt never expect to accompliſh the return of 
Cardinal Mazarin, till ſhe ſhould, firſt, have ſecured. 
the perſon of Cardinal de Retz, whoſe conduct they 
ſet in the worſt light, by obſerving to her Majeſty that 
he no longer attended at the Louvre, and that he af- 
fected, daily, to go about the ſtreets of Paris, openly 
boaſting of his determined reſolution not to quit the 
city upon any account. Theſe inſinuations did not fail 
of having their effect on the Queen, who, at bottom, 
heartily hated Cardinal de Retz, although ſhe was not 
unacquainted with the ſervices he had rendered her: 
and matters were, at length, puſhed ſo far, that ſhe 
cConſented to impower M. Pradelle, the captain of the 
guards, to ſecure him, either dead or alive, and to at- 
tack him in the ſtreets, in caſe he ſhould refuſe to re- 
pair to the Louvre, to pay his reſpects to their Majeſ- 
ties. The Abbé Fouquet took upon himſelf the care 
of making the neceſſary diſpoſitions, for the execution 
of thi: vio!nt enterprize, whilſt M. Servien ſhould en- 
deavour to prevail on the Cardinal to return to the 
Louvre, through the agency of the Dutcheſs de Leſdi- 
| + makes and the Duke de Briſſac, who had been ſo afſ- 
1duous in their attempts to render the princeſs. Palatine 

ſuſpected by him, that they, at length, ſucceeded, and 

he, in conſequence, entered into a perſonal negotiati- 
on with Servien. In the mean time, Joli, who was 
| De, very 


4 
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very attentive to all that paſſed, repreſented to the Car- 
dinal, at the inſtigation of the princeis Palatine, the 
fatal effects of which ſuch a conduct might be produc- 
tive: but, as the Count de Montreſor and M. Argen- 
teuil countenanced the chimerical notions of the Duke 
de Briſſac, (the firſt declaring publicly, that he ſhould 
ever look upon thoſe perſons in the light of Sche/mes, * 
who ſhould adviſe his eminency to ; neglect the intereſts _ 

of his friends) Joli's ſuggeſtions were diſregarded, the 
princeſs Palatine became ſuſpected, and Cardinal de 
Retz had not courage to reſiſt the importunities of 
Montreſor, and the reſt of that cabal, being apprehen- 
five of expoſing them to deſtruction. : 

Nor was the Abbe Charter leſs ſanguine in the buſi- 
neſs than the Duke de Brifſac himſelf, having been 
confirmed in the ſame ſentiments, by the arguments 
of the Marſhal de Villeroi, the grand provoſt of the 
houſhold, and his brother, the Abbe de Sourches, 
with whom he had always held a private intercourſe, 
and whoſe influence over him was ſuch, that he con- 
ſtantly concurred in their opinions, almoſt without 
knowing what he did himſelf: an eager deſire of ex- 
tricating himſelf, in a manner to his advantage, cauſ- 
ing him, too readily, to liſten to every thing which 
could tend to flatter his wiſhes, Thus, a ſimilarity of 
ſentiments chancing to ſubſiſt between the Duke de 

Briſſac and him, they governed the Cardinal with an 
abſolute authority, and a power ſtill the more deſpotic, 

as they had both rendered themſelves the confidants of 
his moſt ſecret complaints and diſguſts : a plan of con- 
duct which the Abbe had adopted from the firſt, ſcarce- 
ly ever ſuffering the Cardinal'to be out of his fight, and 
engaging him in almoſt daily parties of pleaſure, in the 
environs of Paris, at which times he was commonly at- 
tended by two ſervants only, _ | 

The Abbe Fouquet, who had, as before related, en- 

gaged to cauſe the DK 29% to be ſeized, either dead 
2 SW: | or 


Thus it ſtands, printed in Italics, in the original, As this 
word is not of French extraction, the reader muſt, therefore, be 
left to interpret it in ſuch a manner as thall be nioſt conformable 
to his own idea. | | | | 
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or itive, Gig! informed of ' theſe excurſions; began to 
concert meaſures for the execution of his defign, which 
might, doubtleſs, have been eaſily effected, by attack- 
ing him on one of theſe occaſions, M. Fouquet had 
even determined to procure him to be privately and 
treacherouſly aſſaſſinated; but he was afterwards di- 
verted from this deſign by two conſiderations. The 
firſt was, that the Queen ſtill retained a degree of re- 
8 Aare and ſhame for ſo uncomnion an action. Her 
ajeſty queſtioning the Abbe, in what manner he 
e to conduct himſelf, in order to conceal all 
nowledge of the tranſaction from the public, het re- 
plied that ſhe might ſafely truſt the event to him, and 
that he would cauſe his eminency to be diſpatched i in 
ſuch a place and manner as ſhould preclude all poſſibility 
of the deeds tranſpiring; after which the body ſhould 
be ſalted. Theſe words denote, as it is ſeen, a wicked. 
neſs of ſo deep a dye, that they, doubtleſs, will ſcarcely 
be credited; but nothing, nevertheleſs, is more true. 
The other reaſon, which prevented the Queen from 
preſſing the execution of. the above enterprize, _ was 
that Servien had given her Majeſty ſome hopes, that 
the Cardinal would ſuffer himſelf. to be perſuaded to 
return to the Louvre, where it would be much eafier 
to ſecure his perſon, without proceeding to ſuch diſ- 
agreeable extremities. Moreover, Cardinal Mazarin, 
to whom the deſign bad been communicated, did not 
approve of it; being apprehenſive, no doubt, that it 
would lavelve him in freſh difficulties, and render his 
return impracticable in future, by cauſing the relations 
and friends of Cardinal de Reiz to unite with the par- 
tizans of the Prince of Conde, in order to fruſtrate all 
his ſchemes, . 8 
The court of Rome, alſo, gave ſome uneaſineſs to 
Cardinal Mazarin, who was very ſenſible that the Pope 
was not his friend, and that the Sacred College would 
not approve of an enterprize of this kind, executed 
upon one of their brethren. Theſe conſiderations 
preſerved Cardinal de Retz, for a time, from the evil 
deſigns of the Abbé Fouquet, who, nevertheleſs, ſill 
continued to watch his ſteps with the utmoſt aſſiduity, 
| employing * to follow his coach, for the whole 


day 


) ; 
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day together, and endeayouring to bribe his domeſtics, 
in order to come at the knowledge of his uſual hours 
of going from home, and of the different places to 
which be was accuſtomed, to reſort of an evening. 
But it fortunately happened that one of the perſons to 
whom he applied was the ſon of a citizen of Paris, who, 
having formerly received ſome favours from Cardinal 


de Retz, made a diſcovery of his (the Abbe's) ſecret. 
practices, adding that one of the perſons employed in 
this buſineſs, whoſe name was du Fai, and who re- 
ſided near the church of St. Paul, had tampered with 


one Pean, the ſteward, of his eminency's houſhold. 


Upon receiving this intelligence, Joli went to Pean's 
hauſe,, to interrogate him on the ſubject; he anſwered, 


without any heſitation, that he had frequently, met this 
Fai, at the houſe of his brother, a /goldimith, and that 


Fai had, at times, aſked him ſeveral queſtzons concern- 
ing the Cardinal, to which he had paid little attention; 
but that he had never either given or offered him any 
n, 
is 


bribe with the view of ſeducing him. Joli, thereupon 
aſſured him that no ſuſpicion was entertained of hi 
fidelity, and gave him orders to feign to liſten to this 


man, in order, by this means, to diſcover, if poſſible, 
the particulars of the plot. This plan was, accordingly, 
entered upon; but Cardinal de Retz greatly neglected 
the proſecution of it, contenting himſelf with ſending 
information to the Duke de Briſſac, the Count de 


| Montreſor, and the Abbe Charier of the intelligence 


which he had received, together with a letter from 


prince Thomas, to Father de Gondy, warning him of 


the danger with which his ſon was menaced. But thoſe 
gentlemen were pleaſed to treat all theſe cautions with 
ridicule, and as ſpringing from a cauſeleſs apprehenſion 
of danger, and to impute them to the artifices of the 
princeſs Palatine, who, they ſaid, had taken this me- 
thod to prevent the Cardinal from going to the Louvre, 
leſt he ſhould accommodate matters with the Queen with- 
out her intervention, and in order to prolong the ne- 


tiations, from which ſhe derived much credit and 
80 „ 


reputation. In his heart, Cardinal de Retz was not of 


the ſame opinion, but he dared not contradict thoſe 


perſons, 
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perſons. This Joli had remarked, and therefore ad- 
viſed his eminency to retire either to Mezieres or to 
Charleville, the governments of the Duke de Noir- 


moutier and the Viſcount de Buſſy-Lamet, where he 
would be at full liberty to treat, directly, with Car- 
dinal Mazarin himſelf, without the interpoſition of the 
princeſs Palatine, or any other perſon. He repreſent- 


ed to him, that this would be the moſt likely method of 


bringing matters to a ſpeedy iſſue, and of obtaining the 
terms which he inſiſted on; ſeeing that Cardinal Ma- 
zarin would: immediately take the alarm, when he 

ſhould find that he (Cardinal de Retz) had retired to a 
place, which he might, at any time, give up to the 


Prince of Conde, whenever he ſhould think proper to 


be reconciled to him. This propoſition proved highly 
agreeable to Cardinal de Retz, and he would, doubt- 
leſs, have acceded to it, had he been his own maſter at 
the time. But his new confidants would not conſent to 
it at any rate, They were fully determined that his ac- 


commodation with the court ſhould be effected by them 


alone, hoping, from thence, to derive great advantages 


to themſelves. For this reaſon; they inſtructed Servien 
to repreſent matters as being in fuch a ſtate of forward- 
neſs, that it ſhould appear as if every thing might be 


adjuſted in one quarter of an hour's converſation, only, 
with the Queen. | a ED 
Joli's propoſal having been thus eluded, by their 


artifices, Cardinal de Retz, at length, reſolved upon 


going to the Louvre. Nevertheleſs, he once more 
gave ear to a freſh expedient propoſed by Joli, for 
ſetting aſide, or, at leaft, for deferring that viſit for a 
time. This was to write to his friend, the Biſhop of 
Chalons, to requeſt that he would acquaint Cardinal 
Mazarin with his willingneſs to meet him, at any place 
which he ſhould think proper to appoint, in order to 
treat with him perſonally, and to ſettle affairs between 
themſelves, | N . 
This meaſure was accordingly adopted by general con- 
ſent, and the Biſhop of Chialons, on the receipt of the 
letter, diſpatched a meſſenger inſtantly to Cardinal Ma- 
zarin. But the Duke de Brifſac and his aſſociates were 
4 | | | become 


become ſo impatient, that they would not wait for an 
_ anſwer ; and as Servien preſſed them very cloſely, they, 


by mere dint of importunity, wrung from Cardinal de 
Retz a promiſe, that he would go to the Louvre on 
the following Thurſday, the 18th of December 1652. 
In the uncertainty of what might happen, the Car- 


dinal took the precaution to burn all his papers with 


his own hands, and delivered his ſtrong box, in which 
nothing now remained but his cyphers,” into Jolr's care. 
He left nbthing in his pockets but a letter from the 
King of England and half a ſermon, which be was 
to have preached, at the church of Notre Dame, on 
the laſt Sunday in Advent, as he had already done on 
the firſt. There aroſe, however, another trifling in- 
cident. which had nearly, once more, put a ſtop to 


this deſign. This was the arrival of M. Caumartin, 


who at length returned, at the reiterated inſtances of 
Joli, on the very eve of that fatal viſit. Immediatelß 
on his arrival, he repaired to ſoli's houſe; and, aſter 

a ſnort converſation had paſſed between them, on the 


preſent ſtate of affairs, they went together to the Car- 
dinal's palace. At their entrance, Caumartin told the 


Cardinal that, from what he had heard, he looked 
upon his ſituation as deſperate, but to that opinion his 


eminency would not ſubſcribe: and, after giving a 
detail of the motives, by which he had been induced 


to adopt the foregoing reſolution, he inferred, from 


the whole, that, although the court might be in- 


duced to attempt the taking him off by aſſaſſination, 


of which, however, he did not think them capable, 


yet that they would never venture to ſeize his perſon, 
ſeeing that there was no precedent for ſuch an action, 


and that it would be of dangerous conſequences in 


the then critical ſituation of affairs. Throughout the 
whole of this converſation, he ſtudiouſly avoided. 
mentioning to Caumartin the ſtrict union which he 
had formed with the Duke de Briſſac and his new 


confidents, who all entertained a great jealouſy of 


that gentleman. All Caumartin's attempts to diſ- 


ſuade the Cardinal from his deſign proved ineffec- 
tual, and, in fat, he did not oppoſe it with that 


vigour 
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vigour and firmneſs which Joli had expected from 
him: whether it was that he had not ſufficiently con- 
ſidered the matter, or whether, finding that his emi- 
0 nency was fixed in his reſolution, he was fearful of 
In offending him by oppoſing his will. The Cardinal, 
therefore, perſiſted in his intention, although the 
princeſs Palatine, about three hours only before he 
left his palace, ſent the Baron de Pennacors to him 
once more, to conjure him to remain at home for ſome 
days, till the arrival of an anſwer from Cardinal Ma- 
zarin, which would directly remove all obſtacles. It 
was in vain that Joli ſupported this advice with every 
argument he could deviſe: all was to no purpoſe, and 
8 ſerved to irritate the Abbé Charier, whoſe eager- 
neſs had occaſioned his repairing to the Cardinal's 
palace ſo early as ſeven o'clock that morning, and 
who inceſſantly importuned him to get into his coach. 
This his eminency, at length, did, at about nine 
o'clock, together with ſome other perſons, who ac- 
companied him to the Louvre, On their arrival 
there, they went at firſt into the apartment of the 
Marſhal de Villeroi, from whence they ſent to know 
what the King was doing: and, word being brought 
that his Majeſty was about to quit his chamber, in or- 
der to pay a viſit to the ons: the Cardinal im- 
mediately departed, and, at the bottom of the ſtairs, 
met the King, who ſaid to him, Ah! are you there, 
Mr. Cardinal! good morning to you.“ His Ma- 
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upon ſeeing the Cardinal enter, addreſſed him, ra- 
ther ſharply, in theſe terms: Mr. Cardinal, I was 
© told that you had been ill; your countenance, in- 
* deed, ſhews it. But it is plain, however, that your 
diſorder was not dangerous.“ Here the converſation 
ended, as her Majeſty did not ſay another word to him 
bim during the whole time he remained in her pre- 
ſence. This kind of indifference induced him to 
retire ſomething ſooner than he had, at firſt, intended. 
But he had ſcarcely got without the door, before M. 
de Villequier came up to him, and, taking him aſide, 
- towards one of the windows of the anti- chamber, _ 
e im 


jeſty then went into the apartment of the Queen, who, 


8 
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him that he had orders from the King to arreſt him; 
and, walking by his fide, conducted him to is 
own apartment. Juſt as they reached the door, the Car- 
dinal turned round to thoſe: who had followed him, 


and told them that they might retire : adding that he 


had been put under arreſt, This tranſaction happened 
at eleven o'clock in the morning, aud at about three 
o'clock in the afternoon he was conducted to the Caſtle 
of Vincennes. The news of this event having been. 
communicated to the Queen, her Majeſty ſaid that 
ſhe-thanked God that the - deſign had been effected 
without bloodſhed : from whence it is apparent that the 
orders expedited on this occaſion were ſuch as have 


been already mentioned. Her Majeſty aſked M. le 


Tellier whether ſoli had been taken into cuſtody ; 
to which he anſwered that he had not, becauſe he did 
not come with the Cardinal to the Louvre. The 
Queen replied that it would be proper to ſend to his. 
houſe, in order to ſecure his perſon : but M. le Teller 
_ repreſented to her that ſuch an attempt might be at- 
tended with dangerous conſequences, as he lived in the 
cloiſter, adjoining to the Archbiſhop's palace, in which 
quarter of the city ſome tumult might thereby be ex- 
cited. | i | : | 
Joli had, therefore, time to retire. to a place of 
ſafety, after having ventured to go to the houſe of 
M. Caumartin. They both went, by different routs, 
to the Count de Montreſor's, who adviſed them to ſeek 
| ſome other aſylum, telling them that his houſe would 


be more cloſely watched than any other. After this, 


Joli returned to the cloiſter, where he remained two or 
three hours, being employed in endeavouring to ex- 
cite the chapter to take ſome vigorous ſtep in favour of 
the Cardinal. In this reſpeft, he acted with great 
imprudence, as, had he been taken into cuſtody, and 
| AT | LE had 
* Cardinal de Retz ruined himſelf, by a like raſhneſs with. 
that, which proved the deſtruction of the Duke of Guiſe, at 
Blois. They had both conceived a notion, that their enemies 
dared not attempt any thing sgainſt their perſons, without con- 
fidering that the fituation of a ſubject becomes moſt perilcus, 
When he has once rendered himſelf formidable to his ſovereign, — 
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had a criminal proceſs been- inſtituted againſt him, ad 

would inevitably have happened, Cardinal de Retz 
would have been ruined paſt redemption ; Joli having 

been entruſted by him with many ſecrets of the moſt 
delicate and important nature. At length, yielding 
to the remonſtrances of the Marquis de Chateurenaud, 

the Abbe de Hacqueville, and M. Daurat, one of the 
. counſellors of the parliament, he was conducted, in the 
coach of the latter, to a private houſe, i in a r ſitu- 
ation, where he ſpent the night in writing letters to the 
friends of Cardinal de Retz. 

It was to Providence alone that Joli ſtood indebred 
for his preſervation on this occaſion, Cardinal de Retz 
having preſſed him to the utmoſt to go with him to the 
Louvre, having proceeded fo far as to reproach him 
with fear, in hopes thereby to pique his honour. This 
had well-nigh determined Joli to follow him to the 
Louvre: but, at length, after maturely reflecting on 
the danger to which the Cardinal himſelf would be 
expoſed, he took his leave of him, telling. him, at 
parting, that, as he was bent on his own ruin, he 
ſhould involve no one elſe in his deflruQtion, and that 
he (Joli) might, perhaps, one day have the ſatisfaction 
of aſſiſling, to draw him out of that abyſs, into which 
he was about to plunge himſelf: which, in effect, af- 
terwards happened ; as will be ſeen in the courſe of 
theſe Memoirs. 

It is ſurprizing how few: perſons ede them; 
ſelves in the Cardinal's impriſonment, and how many 
there were, even amongſt the Frondeurs, who rejoiced 
in his misfortune. They tauntingly obſerved that, it 
was a juſt puniſhment on him for having deſerted the 
Prince of Conde, and for having taken the pains he 
did, to accompliſh the King's return to Paris: the 
chapter of the church of Notre-Dame, and the curates 


of the city were the only perſons who expreſſed any 


reſentment on the occaſion. As ſoon as the news of 
the foregoing event came to the ears of the canons of 
the church of Paris, they inſtantly aſſembled, and de- 
| termined to requeſt the archbithop to accompany them 
to the Louvre, to demand the Cardinal's releaſement.,, 


Several of the curates, who chanced to be at the arch- 
er 3 
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biſhop's Neben at the time, united i in this requeſt, and 

the Pope's Nuncio, who came upon the ſame buſineſs, 
exhorted them to do their duty, aſſuring them that 
they ſhould be vigorouſly ſupported by the court of 
Rome, and that he would give them every aſhſtance 
in his power, But the archbiſhop excuſed himſelf, 
under pretence of illneſs, and put off the affair till 
the next day, although he was ſtrongly ſolicited to 
wait on the King immediately, both by Pere de Gondy, 
his brother and the Cardinal's father, and by the 
Dutcheſs de Leſdiguieres, his niece, who now endea- 
voured, too late, to Only the evil of wary ſhe had 
been the cauſe. 

This ſupineneſs in the archbiſhop, in ome. mea- . 
ſure, damped the zeal of the clergy : the chapter, how- 
ever, did not relax in their vigour, but ordered pub- 
lic prayers to be put up for forty hours, for the Car- 
dinal's deliverance, 'and alſo that the hoſt ſhould be 
expoſed, which was done for the ſpace of three ſucceſ- 
ſive days, in ſpite of the orders, which the King ſent 
them by M. le Tellier, to deſiſt from thoſe public acts 
of devotion, at which great numbers of people con- 
ſtantly attended. The canons refuſed to obey, and 
ſome of them even delivered their ſentiments on the 
ſubject with a ſpirit, which convinced the court that 
it would be dangerous to puſh the affair any further 
ſo that, had the archbiſhop manifeſted a little more 
reſolution, there is great reaſon to believe that the 
court would have been neceſſitated to grant the Cardi- 
nal his liberty. For the chapter and the curates had 
determined to ſhut up Notre-Dame and all the other 
churches, in caſe the archbiſhop would have counte- 
nanced them in that meaſure, which would have- 
cauſed great confuſion and diforder, more eſpecially. 
as the Prince of Conde's party was now. become much 
more powerful than it had been for ſome time paſt. 

But the archbiſhop. was very averſe to interfering in 
the buſineſs, as well through his natural imbecility, 
which was univerſally known, as from a ridiculous 
jealouſy which he had entertained of his nephew, ever 
ſince his promotion to the Cardinalſhip. Thus, al- 
Fongh he was, at r length, * to wait on the King 

with: 


wm MOIRS OF 


with the remonſtrances which had been given him in 
charge by the whole body of the clergy,” he acquitted 
himſelf ſo badly of his commiſſion, that, when the Queen 
upbraided him with the prayers of forty hours, he re- 
plied, that the orders for them had not been iſſued by 
him, but by the chapter. After this, her Majeſty 
having drawn him aſide, and having made uſe of ſome 
gentle expreſſions, aſſuring him, alſo, that no hurt 
ſhould be done to his nephew, he became ſatisfied, and 
imagined he had done great things for him; leaving 
all the clergy much diſpleaſed with his conduct, by 
which they ſaw themſelves reſtrained, in a manner, 
from undertaking any thing further. The chapter, 
however, appointed, from amongſt themſelves, a cer- 
+ tain number of perſons, to conſult together on the 
meane of procuring Cardinal de Retz his liberty, and 
ordered that, at the end of each day's ſervice, a pſalm 
ſhould be ſung and a prayer repeated, for his releaſe- 
ment. But here they ſtopped; through the ſupine- 
neſs of the Archbiſhop, and. moſt of the reſt of the 
priſoner's relations and friends, who neglected him to 
ſuch a degree, that they would not have been able even 
to have carried on a correſpondence with him, but 
for the precaution which had been taken by Madame 
de Pommereuil, (the wife of the Preſident of that name) 
who, from the firſt, had contrived two different plans, 
by means of which the Cardinal was enabled to ſend 
and receive letters pretty frequently, 

This lady had long entertained a friendſhip for Car- 
dinal de Retz, and it is certain that he felt a ſtronger 
affection and eſteem for her, than for all the others 
to whom he had attached himſelf. Neither i is it more 
than juſtice to ſay, that ſhe merited that diſtinction, 
baving ſerved him, on every occaſion, with the utmoſt 
diſintereſtedneſs, and never intermedling in any of the 
negotiations, in order to reap advantage from them, 
as others did. She even carried her generoſity to ſuch 
a height in the preſent inſtance, as to pledge her jew- 
els for the Cardinal's ſervice, at the ſame time that 
his relations refuſed to be at the leaſt expence, or o 
take any ſtep Whatever towards reheving ,. | 

The 


\ 


which, though well-meant, and promiſing to be of 
ſervice to the Cardinal, had nearly proved his deſtrue- 
tion: for, imagining that he might ſtand in need of 
a counter-poiſon, ſhe gave the Marquis de Villequier, 
(the perſon by whom he was arreſted) two {mall box- 
es, containing a preparation of that kind, to be deli- 


vered by him to his eminency. But, the Marquis ; 


having, immediately, put them into the Queen's hands, 
her Majeſty communicated the matter to the council, 


| where Servien adviſed that the counter-poiſon ſhould 


be taken out, and that the boxes ſhould be filled with 
real poiſon, to be afterwards ſent to the priſoner. Baſe 
counſel! but M. le Tellier was of a different opinion, 


and thought it would be ſufficient to throw away the 
boxes, and thus to let the affair drop. The Queen 


adopted the latter advice: greatly irritated againſt the 
Dutcheſs, for having ſuſpected her of being a poiſon- 
er. But her reſentment abated at length; the Dutcheſs 
having engaged to prevail on the Cardinal to comply 


with whatever the court ſhould be inclined to require 


of him. No | 
M. Caumartin, alſo, approved himſelf a firm friend 
to the Cardinal: and, as the court had permitted him 
to remain at liberty, whilſt Joh was obliged to con- 
ceal himſelf, they uſed to meet frequently, during the 
night, to concert together the meaſures neceſſary to be 


taken for his eminency's ſervice, But as they could 


do nothing without aſſiſtance, and as it was requiſite 
that they ſhould raiſe as ſtrong a party as poſſible, they 
reſolved to carry it fair with the Duke de Briſſac and 
the Dutchefs de Leſdiguieres, the Count de Montre- 
ſor, the Abbe Charier, and M. Argenteuil, leaving all 


explanations to a more fitting ſeaſon. Thus, having 


perſuaded the Dutcheſs de Leſdiguieres, who had given 


an aſylum to the Duke de Briffac, to permit the 


Cardinal's friends to hold their meetings at her houſe, 


they (Caumartin and Joli) repaired thither two or three 
times, with M. Argenteuil, who acted alſo for the 
Count de Montreſor ; this latter being 75 a td con- 
ceal himſelf, on account of ſome troubleſome affairs, 
in which he had lately been involved. adi 
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_ Theſe conferences might have been productive of 
ſome good effect, had the reſolutions taken therein 
been carried into execution; which were - that the 
Abbẽ Charier ſhould depart, without delay, for Rome, 
to ſolicit the ſupport of the Pope, in behalf of Cardi- 
nal de Retz, (to which he conſented, with great dif- 
ficulty, after having received the moſt ſatisfactory aſ- 
ſurances of being properly ſupplied with money, for 
his expences during his ſtay ;) that Joli ſhould go to 
Britanny, to the Duke de Retz, for the purpoſe of ex- 
Horting him to unite himſelf with the Prince of Conti 
and the Count du Doignon, who ſtill kept poſſeſſion 
of Bourdeaux and Brouage, for the Prince of Conde. 
It was, alſo, determined to requeſt the Abbe de La- 
met to go to Mezieres and to Charleville, in order to 
engage the Viſcount de Buſſi-Lamet and the Marquis 
de Noirmoutier, the governors of thoſe two places, to 
declare themſelves in favour of Cardinal de Retz, by 
entering into a negotiation with the Prince of Conde, 
and even with the Spaniards alſo, ſhould it be found 
neceſlary. Had all theſe projects proved ſucceſsful, 
Cardinal Mazarin would have been more embarraſſed 
than ever. But it ſo happened that matters turned 
out, on all fides, in a quite. contrary manner to what 
had been expected. The Duke de Noirmbutier was 
the only perſon, who ſeemed, in any wiſe, inclined to 
declare himſelf; and there is great reaſon to think 
that he would have done fo, if he had been properly 
ſolicited, and if Joli could have gone upon that buſi- 
neſs: the Duke having often promiſed him to take 
arms in favour of the Cardinal, in caſe the court ſhould 
ever offer him any violence; although he had not 
much cauſe to be fatisfied with his eminency's conduct 
towards him. This is the more probable, as, within 
two hours after the Cardinal had been put under ar- 
reſt, the Dutcheſs de Noirmoutier ſent to Joli, deſiring 
that he would take ſhelter at her houſe, and promiſing 
to take proper meaſures for his being conducted with 
fafety to Charleville, where the Duke de Noirmou- 
tier then was, by whoſe expreſs orders ſhe made him 
the above offers. Joli ſtrongly, repreſented all theſe 
_ curcumſtances to the Duke de Briſſac and the Dutcheſs 
de 
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de Leſdiguieres; but the Duke would not, by any 
means, be induced to conſent to the journey, alledg- 
ing that it was of much greater conſequence to apply 
to the Duke de Retz, who ought to ſet the example, 
and who was better able to form a powerful party than 
any one elſe; he being in poſſeſſion of Belle-Ifle, and 
from his ſituation, having it, at all times, in his pow- 
er to join the Prince of Conti, and the Count du Do- 
ignon, after which the Duke de Noirmoutier would, 
doubtleſs, comply with every thing which ſhould be 
required of him. Theſe arguments were plauſible, 
and Caumartin yielded to them: but the truth is, that 
the Duke de Briſſac was influenced by private motives 
on this occaſion, being apprehenſive that, ſhould the 
Duke de Noirmoutier put himſelf at the head of the 
party, he ſhould inevitably be deprived of all that 
conſequence, , which it was his aim to acquire. 
Thus Joli was obliged to direct his courſe to the Duke 
de Retz's reſidence, the Duke de Briſſac having pro- 
miſed to follow him with ſpeed. He, neyertheleſs, 
neglected to perform his promiſe ; having ſuffered fix 
weeks to elapſe, under various pretexts, but, in fact, 
that he might have a little longer time to comfort the 
Dutcheſs de Leſdiguieres, and, very probably, Made- 
moiſelle de la Vergne alſo, « At length, however, he 
departed for Machecoul, where he met with the two 
Dukes (father and ſon) and the Dutcheſs de Retz.. He 
began, in his cuſtomary manner, to talk, like a per- 
ſon who wiſhed to do ſomething, and who had the beſt - 
intentions whatever: but Joli plainly perceived that no 
dependance was to be placed on him, having diſcover- 
ed that, when he was alone with the Duke and Dutcheſs 
de Retz, he held a quite contrary language. The dif- 
ference between theſe gentlemen was, that the old. 
Duke frankly declared it as his opinion that nothing 
could be done, and that it was neceſſary to remain 
quiet: whereas the Dukes de Briſſac and de Retz, as 
| alſo the Dutcheſs, affected, on every occaſion, to ex- 
preſs a readineſs to unite themſelves, and to proceed to 
action in earneſt. But all theſe fine declarations ter- 
minated in a hunting match, at which were preſent. 
| Fn, near 


= 
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near a hundread gentlemen of the province of Poictou, 
who were all great drinkers, and who, with their 
glaſſes in their hands, talked of raiſing regiments, of 
which they mentioned not a word on the next day, when 


they returned home. 


The Dukes de Retz and de Briſſac thought they did 
e in writing a letter to the King, on the 
ubject of the impriſonment of Cardinal de Retz, ima- 
gining that this epiſtle would be productive of very ma- 
terial conſequences. Yet ſo great was their fear of ex- 
poſing themſelves, thereby, to the reſentment of the 
court, that they ſpent three or four days, in —— 


every ſyllable, period, and comma, before they woul 


ſuffer it to go out of their hands. Joli was forced to 
rack his invention, to find terms and expreſſions ſuffici- 
ently weak for their purpoſe. Thus ended the journey 


to Machecoul ; ſave that the Duke de Briſſac and the 
Dutcheſs de Retz, before they parted, concerted the 


neceſſary meaſures for carrying on a correſpondence to- 
gether, neither of them having any other deſign, than 
to appear to be willing to do that, which, in their hearts, 
they never meant to do. After this, the Duke de Briſſac 
returned home, and all the great expectations which he 


| had raiſed at once vaniſhed. He excuſed his ſupineneſs 


by that of others, and caſt che whole blame of every thing 


on the Dukes de Retz, particularly on his father-in-law, 
whoſe ſentiments, he pretended, he dared not oppoſe : 
a mode of conduct which he continued to purſue during 
the whole term of the Cardinals impriſonment, and even 
in thoſe critical conjunctures, in which the Duke de 
Retz affected to conſult him, merely to obtain his re- 
venge, and to lay the blame on him in return. 'The 

firſt opportunity, which offered for this purpoſe, was 
furniſhed by the arrival of a gentleman, named Ma- 


| zerolle, whom the Prince of Conti had ſent, to make 


' tenders to the Duke de Retz of troops, money, and 


whatever elſe it ſhould lay in his power to furniſh him 


with, in caſe he would declare himſelf. The ſecond 


aroſe from a meſſage, to the ſame purport, having been 
ſent by the Prince of Conde, by a gentleman whoſe 
name was Saint-Marc, who was introduced to the Duke 

| | | de Retz 
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de Retz by the Marquis de Chateaurenaut, bis relation, 
a very brave man, and who eagerly wiſhed to ſtrike 


ſome important ſtroke in favour of Cardinal de Retz. 


But the Duke de Retz couched his anſwer to the twoien- 


voys in ſuch ambiguous terms, and, when the matter 
was communicated to the Duke de Briſſae, he took fo 


much time to conſider of it, and, at laſt, gave his opini- 
on in ſo reſerved and indeciſive a manner, that it was 
very apparent that neither of them had the leaſt in- 
clination to attempt any thing. And this the Mar- 
quis de Chateaurenaut obferved to Joli, Who had, be- 
fore, but too plainly remarked it, adviſing him not to 
loſe any more time there, but rather to try what might 
be done with the Duke de Noirmoutier, Jolithad, for 
a long time paſt, been much diſpoſed to take this ſtep, 
and he entertained ſome thoughts of departing abrupt- 


ly; but he was once more prevented, by a letter which 


he received from Caumartin, wherein he ſo earneſtly 


preſſed him to continue at Machecoul, that he could 
not avoid complying, although he was fully ſatisfied - 


that it would be to; no purpoſe : he ſtill perſiſted, how- 
ever, in his importunities, but thoſe gentlemen con- 
ſtantly eluded his applications, under one pretence 
or another, One of theſe pretexts was the aceom- 
modation of the Prince of Conti and the city of 


Bourdeaux with the court; the news of which event 


they received with the moſt heart-felt ſatisfaction, never 
once concerning themſelves about what the world 
might ſay of their ſhameful negle& to prevent its tak- 
ing place, after the propoſitions which had been made 


to them by the two Princes. The Duke de Noir- 
 moutier. furniſhed them with another; the Abbe de 


Lamet having written word, that he did not appear 
to be inclined to do what was expected from him, 
which circumſtance the Dukes de Retz and de Briſſac 


eagerly caught hold on, declaring, upon every oc- 


caſion, that the matter did not reſt with them, and 
that they ſhould have been ready to have gone any 
lengths, if the Duke de Noirmoutier would have de- 
clared himſelf; whilſt he, on his part, with a little 
more foundation, aſſerted and maintained, that it "_ 
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the Duke de Retz who ought to have taken the lead? 


and to have ſet in motion all the other friends of his 
brother, the Cardinal. x . 4aFs 7 


* 


It was thus that theſe gentlemen, | throwing the 


blame of every thing on each other, eluded, by turns, 


the different propoſitions which were made to them; 


the whole time being ſpent in fruitleſs journies 
from Machecoul to Mezieres and to. Charleville, and 
the Dutcheſs de Retz ſecretly counterworking all Joli's 


meaſures, although, in other reſpects, ſhe treated him 


with great civility, and, in converſation with him, 
affected to blame her huſband and the Duke de Briſſac 
for their ſupineneſs. She even did much worſe; for 
The ſent an account to one of Servien's creatures, 
named Vincent, of almoſt every thing that paſſed at 
Machecoul during that period: and this kind of con- 
duct ſhe carried to ſuch a length, that, Malclerc having 
had an interview with the Duke de Retz, and having, 
as it ſeemed, obtained from him ſome more than uſually 


explicit aſſurances, and which, it was imagined, might 


induce the Duke de Noirmoutier to declare himſelf, 


ſhe, immediately upon his (Malclerc's) departure, diſ- 


patched one Dolot, whoſe wife, the ſiſter of Vincent's | 
wife, had long been her confidant, to inform Vincent 
of the whole tranſaction ; ordering him, for the greater 
expedition, to travel poſt, In conſequence of this 
Malclerc was in great danger of being Lines at Paris; 
but he conducted himſelf with ſueh precaution, and 
was ſo much upon his guard, that he happily eſcaped 
the ſnare that had been laid for him. . 
This Vincent, his wife, and Dolet were of the very 
dregs of the people, who firſt introduced themſelves 
to the Dutcheſs de Retz in the quality of muſicians, 
and had, by degrees, wormed themſelves into her 
confidence, by ſerving her in her intrigues with Ser- 
vien, during his exile, a conſiderable part of which 
time ſhe cauſed him to ſpend at Beaupreau, and at the 
other country ſeats of the Duke de Retz. It was this 
circumſtance which furniſhed Servien with a pretext for 
ſending Dolot to Machecoul, that he might obtain in- 


telligence of every incident which might ariſe, during 
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government, continued to approach; the Duke having, 
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Cardinal de Retz's confinement; and to take ſuch mea- £ 
ſures, . that the Dutcheſs, who poſſeſſed an abſolute. 
power over her father and her | huſband, might not ſuf- 


fer them to take any ſtep in his eminency's favour. 


But this exceſs of precaution was needleſs againſt per- 
ſons who thought-of nothing leſs than of aſſiſting their 
brother; more eſpecially againſt the Dutcheſs, who 
was under terrible apprehenſions, leſt the tranquillity 


and the domeſtic pleaſures, which ſhe then enjoyed, 
ſhould be diſturbed. — "6+ RE LIAR NS; 


Again, the Dutcheſs de Chews 7 
quis de Laigues, whoſe power over the Duke de 


Noirmoutier was uncontroulable, acted nearly in the 


ſame manner with the other perſons abovementioned, 
being profuſe in their civilities and A-, to 
inal de Retz, 
whilſt they privately wrote to the Duke, to adviſe him 
not to declare himſelf; as, had he taken that ſtep, De 
Laigues could not, in honour, have diſpenſed with re- 
pairing to him, at Charleville, and with quitting the 
Dutcheſs de Chevreuſe, in conſequence of which he 
would have forfeited his poſt of captain of the Duke of 
Anjou's guards, and have relinquiſhed the opportu- 
nities of conſiderably augmenting his fortune. The 


Dutcheſs de Chevreuſe, alſo, would have had cauſe- 


to be apprehenſive for herſelf, in caſe Laigues had 
taken that ſtep, as ſne had, in ſome ſort, made herſelf 
reſponſible to Cardinal Mazarin, who returned to 
Paris about fix weeks after the impriſonment of Car- 


dinal de Retz, for the conduct of the Duke de Noir- 


moutier, Thus the obſtacles to the priſoner's receiving 


any ſuccour from his relations or friends were, in a 
manner, .inſurmountable. 19 5 | | 


In the mean time, the Duke de Noirmoutier, who 
was not, perhaps, at all better inclined to ſerve Car- 
dinal de Retz, than the reſt, continued to be very 


laviſh of his profeſſions, pretending that it was not his 


fault that he did not declare himſelf, which he cer- 
tainly would have done, had the King's army, which 
Cardinal Mazarin had cauſed to march towards his 


at 
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at the ſame time, procured .the Spaniſh troops to ad 
vance to his aſſiſtance, with the intention of re- 


ceiving them into his government, had Cardinal Ma- 
zarin puſhed. matters but a little further. The Duke 
had alſo given Cardinal Mazarin great umbrage, by his 
reconcilement with the Prince of Condé, and had, 
conjointly with the Viſcount de Buſſi-Lamet, ſent ſe- 


veral gentlemen to him, on the ſubject of the impriſon- 


ment of Cardinal de Retz. He moreover, conſtantly 
obſerved to the Abbé de Lamet, that he could not 
declare himſelf, uMeſs Cardinal de Retz ſhould ex- 
preſsly require it of him, under his own hand; well 


knowing that moſt of his eminency's friends had given 


it as their opinion that, in caſe they ſhould attempt any 


thing in his favour at that time, Cardinal Mazarin 


might be induced, thereby, to proceed to the laſt ex- 
tremities, even, perhaps, to cauſe him to be poiſoned, 
To this the Abbe de Lamet anſwered, that Cardinal 


de Retz found it difficult to convey letters to his friends, 


and that, even were it otherwiſe, it would be very un- 
zuſt to expoſe him thus to the danger of raining him- 


{elf without reſource, if a diſcovery ſhould enſue. | The 


Duke de Noirmoutier replied, that he knew that let- 


ters were received from the Cardinal daily, and that, 


ſhould he be unwilling to write to him in ſuch preciſe 
terms, he would be ſatisfied with his ſending a letter is 


him, (the Abbe de Lamet) authorizing him to requeſt, 


in his name, that he, (the Duke) would declare him- _ 
ſelf, which, in that caſe, he promiſed to do immediate; 
ly. Thus matters ſeemed to wear a favourable aſpect, 
and the Duke de Noirmoutier would have found it 
difficult to have excuſed himſelf from performing his 
promiſe, would Cardinal de Retz have ſpoken a little 
more unreſervedly. But, not being able to perſuade 


himſelf to this ſtep, he furniſhed the Duke with a ſtrong 


argument, whereby to exculpate himſelf to the world : 


beſides that many of his eminency's friends were really 
doubtful, whether they ought to put any thing to the 


hazard, through fear of expoſing him to the danger 
of being poiſoned, All thoſe, who were apprehenſive 


of 


the deſign. Thoſe gentlemen had prevailed on one 


of this pretext, particularly the Dutcheſs. de Leſdigui- 
eres, WhO now prejudiced . the Cardinals intereſts as 
much by her unſeaſonable fears; as ſhe had before by 

her extravagant hopes. It muſt be obſerved, to the 
| honour of Pere de Gondy, that, although retired from 
the world, he was ever eager to 'embrace any ſpirited 
propoſal which was made to him, notwithſtanding the 
Dutcheſſes de Leſdiguieres and de Retz did every 
thing in their power to reſtrain” his ardour. But that 
good man was ſo fully convinced of the injury which 
the church ſaſtained by the impriſonment of his ſon, 
that he could never be brought'to approve of the argu- 
ments which were uſed in ſupport of the oppoſite 
opinion, continually declaring that he would willing- 
ly ſtake all the fortunes of his family in ſo juſt and fo 
holy a 253) 473, 0 ft ©2507 Ll RT On 
Tue greateſt obſtacle was the irreſolution of Cardi- 
nal de Retz, by which he was ſtrongly influenced 'on 
all vecaſions. To the various propoſitions which were 
made to him he never returned any preciſe anſwer, be- 
ing conſtantly apprehenfive of the violent meaſures of 
the court, ever ſince he had come to the knowledge of 
the inſtructions which had been given to Pradelle, at 
the time he was commiſſioned to ſeize his perſon. 

This apprehenfion was become ſo ſtrong that, in {ſpite 
of the great pains he took to conceal it, it © manifeſted 
itſelf in all his actions. One of the firft faults; which 
it led him into, was that of declining tb make his eſ- 
| cape, when every neceſſary meaſure + had been previ- 
- ouſly taken, by the Preſident de Pommereuil and M. 
Caumartin, to exclade all poſſibility of the failure of 


Du-Croiſat; an exempt of the guards, who command- 
ed the party*of ſoldiers who did duty in and about the 
apartment in which the Cardinal was 'confined, in the 
caſtle of Vincennes, to ſet bis eminency at liberty: 
and for this ſervice Du: Croiſat was to receive the fum 
of 150,000 livres, which, in the mean time, was to 
be depoſited in the hands of a truſty perſon, whom the 
parties had fixed upon. This affair was carried to a 
great length; but Cardinal de Retz put an end to 
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it, by writing to his friends that no confidence was to 
be placed in Du-Croiſat, of whom he made heavy 
complaints, and whom he charged with having con- 
certed meaſures with the court, for cauſing him to 
periſh in the execution of the deſign. But this ſuſ- 
picion was founded ſolely in the Cardinal's timidity, 
and it clearly appeared, in the ſequel, that Du- Croiſat 
had acted with honour in the affair. This negotiation 
was conducted by a woman, with whom Du- Croiſat 


had been long connected, and who offered to put her- 


ſelf into the hands of the Cardinal's friends, as an hoſ- 
tage for Du-Croiſat's fidelity in the execution of his 
engagements: but it happened, when it was leaſt ex- 
pected, that Du-Croiſat was removed from Vincennes, 


In conſequence of his acquainting Servien with the 


offers which had been made him. He took this ſtep 
through an exceſs of precaution, in order to prove 
his fidelity in caſe the court ſhould, by accident, re- 
ceive the intelligence from any other quarter: but it 
was not productive of the effect which he had promiſed 
himſelf from it, the court judging it very improper to 
ſuffer a man in his indigent circumſtances to be any 
longer. expoſed to a temptation of that nature. From 


hence it plainly appears that the court did not put ſuffici- 


ent confidence in him, to have concerted meaſures with 
him for the deſtruction of the Cardinal, by a ſcheme 
of ſo delicate a kind as that above-mentioned. 

Be that as it may, it was not in this inſtance only 
that Cardinal de Retz gave proofs of his weakneſs and 
chagrin, which appeared bur too clearly in all his let- 
ters to his friends, not 'to mention what he ſtudiouſly 
concealed from them, ſuch as the propoſition made 


to him by Pradelle, in concert with the court, to re- 


ſign his archbiſhopric, to which he, for a long time, 


liſtened very ſeriouſly, without mentioning a ſyllable 
of it to eee, | | EY | 


Pradelle was, a creature of Servien's, who procured 
him to be appointed to guard the Cardinal at Vin- 
cennes, purpoſely to make uſe, of him to inſpire the 
priſoner with ſuch ſentiments as he wiſhed him to have, 
on the article of the reſignation: to which the Dee 


* 
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de Leſdiguieres contributed all in her power, hay-: 
ing, with that view, and under the pretext of allevia- 
ting the rigours of his confinement, obtained leave for 
M. de Bragelonne, his old domeſtic, and one of the 
canons of Notre Dame, a man of a very weak and ti- 
morous diſpoſition, to accompany him. This man re- 
ceived orders to uſe all his endeavours to prevail on the 
Cardinal to reſign the archbiſhopric, to perſuade him 
that theſe were the ſentiments 'of Pere de Gondy, 
which was not true, and to aſſure him that, by com- 
plying with this propoſal, he would obtain his Fea | 
by Caumartin and Madame de Pomereuil having 
been informed of this ſecret intrigue, they ſo effec- 
tually warned Cardinal de Retz to be on his guard 
againſt Bragelonne's ſuggeſtions, that his eminency, in- 
ſtead of giving ear to his advice, eſtranged himſelf from 
him ſo openly, that the poor canon went out of his 
mind on the occaſion, and put a period to his exiſt- 
ence, with a razor. Es 1 
Nevertheleſs, Cardinal de Retz ſtill continued to 
liſten to the propoſals of Pradelle, in whom, however, 
he placed no confidence, and was fully determined 
againſt negotiating, in any manner, wich him, But 
he had, already reſolved, in his own mind, on com- 
plying with the propoſition, as he did ſoon afterwards, 
and only delayed his deſign in expectation of ſome more 
advantageous offers from the court, and that he might 
have time to obtain the conſent of his friends, who were 
very averſe to the-meaſure, particularly Caumartin and 
ſome others. Matters being in this ſtate, Cardinal 
Mazarin judged that this was a proper time to make a 
public propoſal to Cardinal de Retz to reſign his arch. 
biſhopric, in order to juſtify himſelf to the Pope and 
many other perſons, who were not, in the leaſt, ſur- 
prized that, after all that had paſſed, the King ſhould 
be defirous of removing him from his ſee. 5 
This was, certainly, the moſt plauſible pretext which 
could have been made uſe of, to ſatisfy his Holineſs, 
who had made reiterated applications, and had even 
ſent a Nuncio, purpoſely to ſolicit the Cardinal's re- 
5 5 . leaſement. 
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leaſement. * And, as it had not been thought proper to 
receive this Nuncio- extraordinary, it was become,' in 
ſome reſpects, neceſſary to juſtify that refuſal, leſt the 
court of Rome ſhould be induced to puſh the affair 
ſtill further, and to take ſome reſolutions very unfa- 
vourable to Cardinal Mazarin. For, according to the 
reports which were. circulated at that time, the Pope 
had it in contemplation to cite him to appear at Rome, 
and to diveſt him of his dignity of Cardinal. In fact, 
had Cardinal de Retz's friends beſtirred themſelves; 
there is great reaſon to believe that the Pope would 
have afforded chem ſupport; his Holineſs having re. 
peatedly told the Abbe Charier, that, if two thouſand 
men, only, could be raiſed, in his favour, he would 
immediately ſend a legate, who ſhould put himſelf at 
their head, and ſhould act in concert with his eminen- 
cy's partizans. . 1 
It is true that the court had, now, ſcarcely any thing 
to fear from the friends or relations of Cardinal de 
Retz; but it was much to be dreaded left they ſhould 
unite themſelves with the partizans of the Prince of 
Condé: neither did the court neglect to uſe every en- 
deavour to prevent this evil, having employed a num- 
ber of ſpies, on all ſides, to obſerve the motions of 
both parties. Intelligence having been given, by one 
of theſe ſpies, that a perſon named Breteval, a lace 
merchant, in the ſtreet des Bourdonnois, carried on a 
Correſpondence with the Prince of Conde, orders were 
given to the Lieutenant-Civil to take him into cuſtody, 
and to conduct him to the foreſt of Vincennes, after 
having narrowly ſearched his houſe. Had that officer 
been more exact in the execution of his commiſſion, 
he would have made an important capture, in the per- 
ſon of M. de Marigni, the Prince of Condé's principal 
agent, who lodged in that houſe, and who chanced to 
be in bed at the time that Breteval was ſeized. But, 
hearing the diſturbance, he roſe, and, in his ſnirt only, 
I | 1 made 


* When the Nuncio had reached Lyons, he received an order 
from the court to proceed no further; and the Pope, through fea 
of his authority being opppoſed, ſuffered the affair to drop. | 


| denen, 
made his way to the top of the houſe, without be- 
ing perceived by any one. From thence he crawled 
along the tiles to the houſe of M. Fardouel, one of the 


King's ſecretaries, and an advocate to the council, 


where he got in at the garret window: and, not think- 
ing himſelf ſafe there, he went down ſtairs even into 
the cellar. The coldneſs of the place and of the ſea- 
ſon would not have permitted him to have continued 
long there, had not, very fortunately for him, a wo- 
man ſervant came down, in a ſhort time afterwards, 


to draws fome wine. Fhis girl, being ſurprized, as 


one might naturally, ſuppoſe, at ſeeing a man there, in 
ſuch a fituation, began to cry out in a manner which 


frightened Marigni ſtill more than ſhe herſelf was 


alarmed. Under the apprehenſion leſt, by her thus 
crying out, he ſhould be diſcovered, after conjuring 


her not to make the leaſt noiſe, he told her that he 


was an unfortunate merchant of Rouen, a friend of 
Breteval's, purſued by his creditors, who were deter- 
mined on his ruin, in caſe they ſhould be able to diſ- 


cover the place of his concealment. He then begged _, | 


of her to acquaint M; Dalance, a ſurgeon, who lived 
at two doors diſtance only, that his friend, who lodged 
at M. Breteval's, had, during the diſturbance in the 
morning, taken refuge at M. Fardouel's houſe, and 
that he was very deſirous of ſpeaking with him. Da- 


lance, who had been in great pain for him, received 


this meſſage with joy, and, after giving the girl a 
ſtrict caution to be ſecret and to be very careful of her 
gueſt, he bid her to tell him to wait with patience till 


night, when he would come himſelf to releaſe him. 
The ſervant, finding Marigni ſhivering with cold, car- 


ried him the quilt of her bed, in which he wrapped 
himſelf up till night, when Dalance brought him ſome 
cloaths, and 9 him to the houſe of one of his 


friends: all which was done without the knowledge of 
M. Fardouel, who did not become acquainted with the 
conduct of his ſervant in, this affair till a conſiderable 
time afterwards. ; - 2 
In the mean time the Nuncio from the Pope, Who 


reſided at Paris, having expreſſed a deſire to wait on 
Vor. I. | M | 
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Cardinal de Retz, in order to learn the ſtate of his 
health, and the treatment he received in his confine- 
ment, Cardinal Mazarin granted him that permiſſion, 


and ſent M. de Lionne, Servien's nephew, to accompa- 


ny him, to obſerve what ſhould pals at the vifit, and 
whether Cardinal de Retz ſhould ſpeak of his reſignati- 
on in the ſame terms as he had uſed in his converſati- 
ons, on that ſubject, with Pradelle. But he now held 
a quite different language, having recited with a firm 
tone and manner, a diſcourſe, which Caumartin had 
ſent. him, ready drawn up, a few days before, and 
which concluded with a We that he would not 
accept of his liberty, if it could be obtained upon no 
other terms than that of his reſignation. By this refu- 
ſal Cardinal de Retz acquired much credit, and he was 


greatly applauded for his apparent firmneſs: but, as 
this firmneſs did not come from himſelf, it laſted but 
a ſhort time, and he could not refrain, ſoon afterwards, 
from opening himſelf,. in a more undiſguiſed manner, 


to Duflos Davanton, a young officer of the bodye guards, 


to whom the court had lately committed the care of 


his eminency's perſon, and from acquainting.him with 
his willingneſs to reſign his ſee, , provided he might be 
permitted to ſave appearances with the world, and to 
confer, on the ſubject, with Caumartin, or with the 


preſident de Bellievre, whoſe approbation he was de- 
termined to obtain before any thing ſhould be tonclud- 
ed on, This kind of diſcourſe. he, afterwards, entered 
into ſo often, and with ſuch earneſtneſs, that Davanton 
clearly perceived that it would be no difficult matter to 


puſh the affair ſtil! further, and to obtain from him-his 
reſignation, even without the condition of ſaving ap- 


pearances. But this new confidant acted with honour, 
and without abuſing the truſt which Cardinal de Retz 
repoſed in him. He thought it ſufficient to acquaint 
the Count de Noailles, the captain of the body-guards, 


with the inclination of his priſoner to liſten ſerioully to 
the court's propoſal for his reſignation : to which 
Davanton was, perhaps, induced as much by motives 
of prudence as of honour, leſt the Cardinal ſhould 


diſavow his own propoſitions, which he repeatedly 
threatened 
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threatened to do, in caſe he (Davanton) ſhould exceed 
his commiſſion; and, alſo, that he might inſure to 
himſelf, by his diſcretion, the management of that 
important negotiation. He was apprehenſive, leſt the 


Cardinal ſhould reſume his connections with Pradelle, 
with whom his eminency ſtill continued to preſerve 


appearances, although he did it with the ſole view of 


amuſing him. What induced the Cardinal to place 
ſuch confidence in Davanton was, the complaiſance 
and civility of his Behaviour to him, in all caſes 
which did not regard the execution of his important 
charge ; and this officer, moreover, with a little learn- 
ing, and more abilities than what commonly fall to the 
ſhare of perſons of his profeſſion, contributed to make” 
him paſs thoſe hours, which always hang heavy on the 
hands of a perſon under coufinement, with fome de- 


gree of ſatisfaction. ; 


Nevertheleſs, there were intervals, in which Car- 
dinal de Retz ſtill appeared to be very irreſolute, and 


to have forgotten all the promiſes which he had given. 


This capriciouſneſs greatly embarraſſed Davanton at 
firſt: but, when he became better acquainted with the 


fickleneſs of his eminency's diſpoſition, and had diſ- 


covered his eagerneſs to obtain his liberty, he ſoon ac- 
cuſtomed himſelf to this volatility of conduct in the 
Cardinal, which continued from the 15th of Januar 
1652, to the time of the death of the Archbiſhop at 
Paris, which happened on the 21ſt of March of the 
ſame year. = 


This event produced ſome alteration in the face of 


affairs, Caumartin having had the addreſs to cauſe 


poſſeſſion to be taken of the archbiſhopric of Paris, 
in the name of Cardinal de Retz, by virtue of an in- 
ſtrument which was ſigned by him in the Caſtle of 
Vincennes; although. it appeared to have been exe- 
cuted prior to the time of his detention. This in- 
itrument contained in ſubſtance, that the Cardinal, 


. deſigning to make a journey to Rouen, had, thereby, 


impowered M. de Labour, his almoner, to take poſ- 

ſeſion of the ſee, in his name, in caſe of the death of 

the archbiſhop, his uncle. It had been drawn up by 
= | M 2 M. Roger, 


or 


= ONO CS * 
OO — — — — —ͤ — — 
* . 


n MEMOIRS OF 


3 be 


met — 
— W 
1 * * L 


2 — EE Bang 4 — 
: _ 
— ̃ ͤ—— — 88 — E ͤ²˙ Re I EEE — — : 
. ... One ee Re ITE 22 — DO? tae a EA TE 
J 2 22 = — SLY 7 — * 
2 8 8 args 
— pk ” R - K 5 8 
_ - oe nas 5 


— 
——ů 14 a 
K 


FBR 


— 


M. Roger, the notary to the apoſtolic ſee, and M. de 


Paris, a doctor of the Sorbonne, The chapter aſ- 


ſembled, at ſeven o'clock in the morning, three hours 
only after the death of the archbiſhop, and every thing 
had been, previouſly, ſo well concerted, that the 


Dean, who, till now, had been the Cardinal's foe, 
_ eſpouſed his intereſts with great zeal on this occaſion, 
declaring that Cardinal de Retz was, doubtleſs, their 
legal archbiſhop, notwithſtanding he had not taken the 


oath of fidelity to the King: a merely ſecular form, 
Which the church did 'not conſider as being at all ne- 
ceflary to the eſtabliſhment of his title. The queſtion, 
therefore, being put, it was determined, by the 
unanimous vote of the whole chapter, that M. de 
Labour, who waited. without, ſhould be introduced 
into the aſſembly, and ſhould be inſtalled, with all the 
cuſtomary forms and ceremonies : which was im- 
mediately executed. After this, the chapter deputed 
ſome of their members to the chancellor, to requeſt 
that he would procure them an audience of the King, 
for the purpoſe of ſupplicating his Majeſty to ſet Car- 
dinal de Retz, their archbiſhop, at liberty, that he 
might be enabled to execute the duties of his office, 
during the approaching holy ſeaſon. All this buſineſs 
was tran facted without any perſons appearing in be- 
half of the court, to oppoſe: the meaſures which had 


been adopted, till near ten o'clock in the morning, 
when M. le Tellier went to the Dean's houſe, with a 


meſſage from the king, requiring him to aſſemble the 
chapter, and to cauſe them to take upon themſelves the 


ſpiritual government of the archbiſhopric, as being 


vacant en Regale, Cardinal de Retz not having ta- 
ken the oath of fidelity; but the buftneſs was already 
finiſhed. On the evening of the ſame day, the chapter 
went in a body to the Louvre, to preſent their remon- 


ſtrances and petition to his Majeſty : but the chancellor, 


without giving them time to ſpeak, told them, that 
they had been very expeditious ; that they had infringed 
upon the King's privileges ; that his Majeſty did not 
recognize Cardinal de Retz for archbiſhop of Paris, and 
that he enjoined them to ele& a Grand Vicar, to take 

| upon 
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upon himſelf the ſpiritual government of the ſee, leav- 
ing it to the King to appoint proper perſons, to be in- 
ved with the care of the temporalities : after which 
the Chancellor delivered to the Dean an edict of the 
council, containing all the foregoing particulars. The 
Dean attempted to reply, but the Queen made a ſign to 
x his Majeſty not to ſuffer it, and the chapter was, there- 
fore, obliged to retire, „„ 
| This mode of proceeding cauſed an univerſal ſur- 
prize. It was imputed to the virulence and haugh- 
5 tineſs of the Queen. Many openiy expreſſed their 
_ diſcontent, declaring that the rights of the church were 


: violated, and that this conduct ſtrongly. reſembled that 
: of Henry the Eighth, King of England. Theſedict of 
f the council having been read in an aſſembly of the 
chapter, three days afterwards, it was reſolved to pay 
5 no regard to it, but to perſiſt in their former deter- 
1 minations, and to recognize Meſſ. Chevalier and 
a | VAvocat, for grand vicars of the dioceſe, on the credit 
of certain inſtruments, figned by Cardinal de Retz, 
5 which they preſented to the aſſembly, and Which had 
4 been | fabricated by the authors of that by virtue of 
5 which M. de Labour took poſſeſſion of the ſee.“ Thus, 
7 thoſe two eccleſiaſtics entered upon the execution of 
I their function, of grand vicars, by ordering public 
4 Prayers to be put up and the Hoſt to be expoſed in all 
. the churches of Paris, four at a time, in order to ob- 
BY tain of heaven the releaſement of their archbiſhop. 
ia The chapter of Notre-Dame firſt began theſe prayers: 
" the curates of the city adopted the ſame mode of con- 
15 duct, acknowledged the authority of the grand vicars, 
18 and expreſſed their reſolution to accede to every mea- 
47 ſure which ſhould be propoſed, even to the ſhutting 
6,8 up the churches, ſhould it be judged neceſſary to pro- 
8 ceed to an interdict. F This would certainly have 
or, 5 | 82 TY 
lat * That inftrument was not Goned by Cardinal de Retz. The 
ed | ſuperior of a college, whoſe name was le Houx, having been ſhewn 
10t | ſome of his writing, counterfcited it ſo well, that every thing * 
nd which was ſuppoſed to have been written by the Cardinal, was 
ke written by this man. «2. O08 | | 
wg + The curates would have ſhut up their churches : but it 


was known that the Monks would not follow their example. 


— 


rr as 2 2 2 Le tn : * * 
—— xx * * 2 
” 
+ 
” 


. EN EIS 
LG nn 


— 


1 — : \ | 
_ . . er — 5 — 5 — — — $A — * * 4 . N _— 0 . 
FS . n — . RIC 1 7 — Inn. CR 2 - * 

0 — = TP 7 5 => — ogy — way = . — gi via r doang; VO 2 2 —— - — 
S er K . K r — gn: = . „ 
Wr 4 n * we * wy " TY. Mens 3 a * 
F Yew x * Fg 7 = "Ts 3-4 = "I — 22 — = * 4 2 5 £ ＋ 2 — 2 /| 

ö 8 X 
® £7 

4 4 


an re 
ee 
A 


— 


r 

3 S : 
e 2 

_ 4 — om 


— 


— — 


„FFT 
* —— — — 
5 Ka _— 


——_— 


N 


— I. 


2 — r r 


— 4 # age ney 


— — —— . 
e nel 
5 4 


—— ——— — 
— — — — — 
8 8 — 


— — A 


— — a 
> — 


2 — 
——ů— > noon be 
* — ——ͤ— 


246 MEMOIRS OF 
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happened, all the neceſſary diſpoſitions having been 
made, had Cardinal de Retz continued ſtedfaſt. The 


people, who ſhewed little concern for his impriſonment 


at firlt, now began to murmur, and to take fire on the 
ſcore of religion; and the Prince of Conde's friends 


did all in their power to inflame them. The Nuncio, 


alſo, promiſed to ſupport the chapter, the grand vicars, 
and the curates, with all his power: and the firft pre- 
fident de Bellievre had intimated that the parliament 


would not prove unfavourable to them. Thus, Cau- 
martin, who had conducted the whole intrigue, made 
do doubt but that it would ſucceed, and that Car- 


dinal de Retz would quickly be releaſed, 9 
in the letters which were daily received from him, filled 
with the moſt poſitive aſſurances, that he would not 


reſign his ſee upon any account Whatever. Neverthe- 


leſs, his real ſentiments were widely different from thoſe 
which appeared in his letters: and, urged by his im- 
patience, vexation, and, above all, the dread of the 
violent enterprizes which might be executed on his per- 
ſon, he rendered every thing which his friends had 

done in his favour ineffectual, at the time when they 
leaſt expected that he would have acted in that man- 


If we conſider the matter maturely, it will be dif- 
ficult totally to condemn him, although, could he 
have held out for, perhaps, ſeven or eight days longer 
only, every thing might have been adjuſted to his 
ſatisfaction: for a man who finds himſelf in the power 
of his enemies, and who has undergone a long im- 
priſon ment, reaſons very differently from thoſe who 


enjoy their liberty, and who imagine that nothing is 


more eaſy, than to wait patiently for the effects of their 
ſolicitations, or for any favourable turn of affairs which 
might ariſe, Be that as it may, Cardinal Mazarin, 
who, alſo, was not without his ſhare of uneaſineſs and 
had his reaſons for wiſhing to bring the affair to a 


ſpeedy iſſue, ſent, in all haſte, the Count de Noailles, 


the captain of the body- guards, to the caſtie of Vin- 
cennes, in order to conclude the negotiation which had 


been begun by Davanton, on the ſtrength of the aſſu- 
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rances which had been given by him, that Cardinal de 
Retz was fully determined to comply with the propoſal 


for his reſignation. | i | A 
The Count repaired thither. at an early hour of the 


* 


morning, and was introduced into the Cardinal's cham- 


ber, whilſt he was yet in bed. He began to read him a 


long lecture on the ſubject of the abſolute obedience 
which every one was bound to pay to the King's au- 


thority, and of the diſgraces to which thoſe muſt expect 


to expoſe themſelves who ſhould fail in that part of their 
duty. This. diſcourſe proved very unpleaſing to the 
Cardinal; and, although he was, in effect, reſolved to 


comply with the wiſhes of the court, he, nevertheleſs, 


firmly rejected the Count's firſt propoſals. Thus, the 


whole of this firſt conference paſſed in altercations, 


which were carried on with equal acrimony on both 


ſides, although it took up, nearly, the ſpace of two 
hours. Davanton, afterwards, took the opportunity, 


whilſt the Count was refreſhing himſelf, to inform him 


that he would obtain nothing from the Cardinal by 
haughtineſs and by contradicting him, but that, if he 
would conduct himſelf with a little more mildneſs, and 
would grant his eminency the liberty, which he had 


conſtantly inſiſted on, of conferring with one of his 


friends he might lead him to conſent to whatever he 


| ſhould require of him. The Count, therefore, now 
changed his tone, and,- having renewed the conference, 


he quickly adjuſted matters with, Cardinal de Retz, 


who gave a poſitive promiſe to reſign his ſee, upon 


certain conditions. One ſmall difficulty, however, 


_ aroſe from the Count's requiring a written anſwer to 
his propoſals, expreſſing the terms of the agreement 
which had been entered into by each party; but with 


this the Cardinal abſolutely refuſed to comply, de- 


claripg that his word ought to be deemed ſufficient; 


that, if the demand of a written anſwer ſhould be per- 


ſiſted in, he would give one ſimilar to that which he had 


formerly given to the Nuncio, that is to ſay, a direct 
retuſal to reſign, as, otherwiſe, he ſhould totally forfeit 
his character with his friends, and that, moreover, he 


would not expoſe himſelf to the riſk of the advantages 
| „„ which 
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which Cardinal Mazarin might derive. from thence 
againſt him, without having any ſecurity for a re- 
compence for his archbiſhopric. At length, the Count 
de Noailles was obliged to content himſelf with a verbal 
promiſe from the Cardinal, whereby he ſecretly en- 
gaged to reſign his ſee, and a written anſwer, which 
was to be made public, in which Cardinal de Retz, 
after many proteſtations of obedience, thanked his Ma- 


jeſty for his kind intentions of reſtoring him to liberty; 


but he declared that he could not accept of it on the 
terms which had been propoſed to him, of reſigning 
the archbiſhopric of Paris, and of accepting, in lieu 
thereof, ſundry benefices of an equivalent revenue; 


being purſuaded that, in fo doing, he ſhould act con- 


trary to his conſcience, to his honour, and to his duty 
to the church, i a 5 155 
Thus, the Count de Noailles departed from Vin- 


cennes, highly ſatisfied with the ſucceſs of his negoti- 


ation, after having been profuſe in his compliments 
and careſſes to Davanton, and having given him the 
ſtrongeſt aſſurances of the gratitude of Cardinal Ma- 
zarin, who was more intereſted in the event than any 
one elſe. He had particular reaſons for conducting 
himſelf in this manner.: for, being a creature of Car- 
dinal Mazarin, and one of thoſe who were the moſt 
devoted to his ſervice, -it behoved him to exert him- 
ſelf to the utmoſt, to terminate the affair to his emi- 
nency's advantage and fatisfation. The Count's for- 


tune was inſeparably connected with that of the Car- 


dinal. Neither did he neglect any means to penetrate 
to the bottom the real ſentiments of Cardinal de Retz, 
and, when he left the caſtle of Vincennes, he deſired 
Davanton to accompany him a ſmall diſtance, in order 
to queſtion him on the ſubject with the greater freedom. 
But that officer, whether from motives of honour, or 


of diſcretion, and with the view of rendering the ſuc- 


ceſs of the affair more certain, did not think proper to 
give the Count de Noailles any further information, 
and the Count, having remarked the great confidence 


which Cardinal de Retz placed in him, obligingly re- 
Proached him, at the ſame time redoubling his com- 


pliments 


2 GUY JObL I 2 


pliments and careſſes, that it was plainly to be per- 
ceived that he knew more than he was willing to com- 
municate. This was more true than he imagined: for 
had Davanton been inclined to break through the pro- 
miſes of ſecrecy and fidelity which he had given to 
Cardinal de Retz, the court might have obtained from 
him his reſignation upon much eaſier terms, and per- 
haps, without any condition at all. n 
Caumartin and the other friends of Cardinal de Retæ 
knew nothing of the myſtery of that conference, and, 
like the reſt of the world, formed their judgment from 
the written anſwer only, which was made public on 
the very day it was given: the priſoner having ſimply 
acquainted them that he had renewed his demand for 
leave to confer with one of his friends on the ſtate of 
his affairs, and that he hoped that it would, at lengch, 
be granted him. It has already been obſerved that 
what compelled him to inſiſt on this interview was, that 
he might be enabled to preſerve his reputation, and to 
perſuade the world into a belief that he had been adviſet 
to reſign his ſee; imagining that, if he ſhould not be 
| able to bring his friend over to his opinion, he would 
5 not, at leaſt, dare to oppoſe it directly, nor to let 
| the court know that he had been diſpoſed to contro- 
| vert it. | | N NJ 
| | Be that as it may, Caumartin, who judged of his in- 
tentions from his letters only, continued to preſs the 


execution of thoſe meaſures which he had concerted 
. KK with the clergy, for procuring Cardinal de Retz his 
, liberty ; and, having learnt that the firſt preſident de 
7 | Bellievre had been appointed by the court, to confer 

with the Cardinal according to his requeſt, he waited 
on him, to defire that he would ore his eminency 
8 in the reſolution, which he ſuppoſed him to have tak- 
r en, not to reſign his ſee upon any account. But he 


was much ſurprized to learn from him the whole myſ- 


) tery, and the ſucceſs of Davanton's negotiation, which 
He had been communicated to the firſt Preſident by Cardi- 
6 nal Mazarin, in order to apprize him of the diſpoſiti- 
5 on in which he would find Cardinal de Retz, ordering 
him, alſo, to acquaint him that, as ſoon as he ſhould 
| M 5 ä OG. OR 
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have granted his reſignation in form, he might be af- 
ſured that he ſhould be delivered into the hands of the 
Marſhal de la Meilleraye, to be conducted to the caſ- 


tle of Nantes, where he ſhould be guarded by him as 


his friend, until the court of Rome ſhould have ac- 
cepted of his reſignation. This, however, was not 


ſufficient to undeceive Caumartin. Prepoſſeſſed by the 


reiterated proteſtations of Cardinal de Retz, to liſten 
to no terms whatever, he endeavoured to perſuade. the 
firft Preſident that the Cardinal had only feigned to 
liſten to Davanton, in order to amuſe the court, and 
the more eaſily to obtain the permiſſion to confer with 


one of his friends, to whom he might communicate his 


real intentions ; and concert together the meaſures ne- 
ecflary to be taken, 

The firſt Preſident, convinced by Caumartin's argu= 
ments, and by the peruſal of ſeveral letters which had 
been recently received from Cardinal de Retz, went 
therefore to Vincennes, in hopes of fortifying him in 


his reſolution, and with the view of adviſing. him to 


perſiſt in his refuſal. He, nevertheleſs, in conformity 


to the orders of the court, took with him two notaries, 


to draw up the act of the Cardinal's reſignation, in 
caſe of need. Upon his arrival at Vincennes, before 
he went into the Cardinal's apartment, he deſired to 
have a little private converſation with Davanton. He 
repreſented to him the three laſt letters which he had 
written to the court, whereby he earneſtly ſolicited 
that one of Cardinal de Retz's friends might be ſent, 
with all ſpeed, to conſummate the affair, the ſucceſs 
of which he, in a manner, engaged for; he queſtion- 


ed him, in twenty different ways, relative to the founda- 


tion which he had, for giving ſuch poſitive aſſurances : 
he frankly declared to him that he could, by no means, 
be of the ſame opinion ; and. that it was much more 
likely that he, being a young man and inexperienced 
in the world, had ſuffered himſelf to be duped by Car- 
dinal de Retz, who was verſed in intrigues and diſſi- 
mulation, But, Davanton perſiſting that he had aſ- 
ſerted nothing in his letters for which he had not the 
ſtrongeſt foundation, of the truth of which M. de Bel- 
levre would quickly be convinced, they went together 


into 


| | G-U/Y-: ©: D) Ee ' S652 
into the Cardinal's chamber: the firſt Preſident re- 
peatedly rallying Davanton; and expreſſing, both by _ 
his geſtures and his words, that he believed nothing - 
of the matter. But ſcarcely had he entered into con- 
ference with the Cardinal on the ſubject, than he per- 
ceived that Davanton was right, having found his emi- 
nency ſtill more diſpoſed to reſign his ſee than Davan- 
ton had repreſented him to be, and that, if the court 
had thought proper, to exact other conditions from 
him, he would have complied without much heſitati- 
on. Thus, the terms of their agreement were quickly 
adjuſted, and nothing now remained but to reduce 
them to form. They conſiſted of the following arti- 
cles: to wit. 1. That two inſtruments of Cardinal de 
Retz's reſignation fhould be executed, one of which 
ſhould remain in the hands of the firſt Preſident, and 
the other ſhould be ſent to court, to be ratified by the 
Pope. 2. That, in the mean time, Cardinal de Retz 
ſhould be delivered into the hands of the Marſhal de la 
Meilleraye, his relation, who ſhould conduct him to 
the caſtle of Nantes, where he ſhould remain, till intel- 
ligence ſhould be received from Rome, with permiſſi- 
on to receive viſits from his friends. 3. That the Mar- 
ſhal de la Meilleraye ſhould pledge his honour, both 
verbally and by a written promiſe, not to ſuffer him, 
upon any pretext whatever, to be removed from the 
_ caſtle of Nantes to any other place, and to ſet him at 
full liberty, as ſoon as his refignation ſhould. be accept. 
ed by the court of Rome, without waiting for any fur- 
ther orders from the King. . 
The firſt Preſident then ſent for the two notaries, 
who had remained concealed in a coach at the gate of 
the caſtle: but Pradelle, who was highly enraged to 
ſee the affair concluded, thus, under his noſe and with 
out his participation, made a great difficulty, at firſt, 
to ſuffer them to enter the caſtle with the firſt Preſident;: 
alledging that the order did not mention that any other 
perſon was to be admitted with him. But, at length, 
the firſt Preſident, having repreſented to him the im- 
portance of the affair, and the conſequences Which 
would reſult. from his preventing its concluſion by his: 
| | | 8 chagrin; 
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_ Chagrin, he conſented to admit the notaries, who 
were introduced by. Davanton, into Cardinal de Retz's 
chamber, where they drew up two inſtruments of his 
reſignation, which were ſigned by him, and which 
were delivered to the firſt Prefident, as witneſs and 
gurantee of the promiſes which had been given on both 
fides. . e | 122 

Every thing being thus ſettled, the firſt Preſident 
haſted to court, with the news, where it was received 
with great joy, even by many of the friends of Cardinal 
de Retz. But there were others to whom it gave 
much uneaſineſs, particularly to Caumartin, who was - 
told by the firſt Preſident, by way of conſolation, that 
he had been the dupe of Cardinal de Retz; and that 
his eminency, far from being in the diſpoſition of 
mind in which he (Caumartin) had repreſented him 
to be, had thrown his reſignation at his head, without 
waiting to be aſked for it. 1 1 — 

The chapter and the curates, who had vigorouſly 
exerted themſelves, to little purpoſe, in favour of the 
Cardinal, were alſo greatly ſurprized at his refignati- 
on, and this induced them to form a much lets ele- 
vated opinion of his conſtancy and firmneſs, than they 
had hitherto entertained. Finally, this ſtep was pro- 
ductive of great prejudice to his affairs in the ſequel. 

Pere de Gondy was the perſon who felt the moſt con- 
cern on this occaſion, having replied to thoſe who 
acquainted him with the circumitance, as imagining. 
that it would be pleaſing to him, on account of the 
releaſement of the Cardinal, his ſon, that he ſhould 
much more willingly have embraced him dead in his 
priſon, than living and at liberty on ſuch. terms; be- 
ing unable to add any thing further, for the tears 
which flowed from his eyes in great abundance, _ 
Even the Dutcheſs de Leidiguieres, who had uſed 
every endeavour to bring matters to the ſtate in which 
they now were, was, nevertheleſs, not at all farished, 
becauſe that neither herſelf, nor Servien, nor Pra- 
delle, which was the ſame, had been admitted to any 
ſhare in the management of the buſineſs ; all theſe 
perſons had flattered themſelves, that they ſhould de- 
rive great advantages from the court, through the 
| , 8 means 
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means of this negotiation, which, however, was con- 
cluded without their intervention, and of, which they "i 
did not become accquainted but by the general re- 
ort. | 875 EE | 
, There were then, in fact, only the Duke and Dutch- 
eſs de Retz, the Dukes de Briſſac and de Noirmou- 
tier, the Marquis de Laigues, and the Dutcheſs de 
Chevreuſe who were pleaſed with the completion of 
this affair, from which they had long ſought to extri- 
cate themſelves, in order to get rid of the ſcandal of 
| having attempted nothing in favour of their brother, 
their relation, and their friend. But the perſon who 
felt the moſt ſatisfaction was Cardinal de Retz himſelf, 
who, without concerning himſelf with what might 
be ſaid of the conduct of others, had aimed only at 
recovering his liberty, and at relieving himſelf from 
the continual apprehenfions which he had been under 
during the Whole time of his impriſonment. To ſay 
the truth, it will be difficult to determine whether he 
acted right or wrong, in this inſtance, if we conſider 
the virulence which the Queen and Cardinal Mazarin 
manifeſted towards him, and the dangerous deſigns 
which he knew had been formed againſt his perſon. 
Whatever our deciſion on the matter may be, it muſt 
be acknowledged, that it was neither neceſſary, nor 
even honourable, having thus reſolved in what man- 
ner to act, to amuſe, as he did to the laſt, Caumartin 
and his other friends. ö | Nt 
Be that as it may, Cardinal Mazarin having obtain» 
ed his aims, did not ſuffer the buſineſs to linger. He 
immediately iſſued the neceſſary orders for removin 
Cardinal de Retz to the Caſtle of Nantes, the Marſhal 
de la Meilleraye having gone, to receive him, to Vin- 
cennes, accompanied by the Marquis de Villequier, in 
conformity to the cuſtom, which ordains that a priſo- 
ner ſhall receive his liberty from the perſon by whom 
he was deprived of it. After this, the aſſurances al- 
ready ſpecified were given him, both verbally and in 
writing, The Marſhal de la Meilleraye cauſed the 
Cardinal to be taken from the caſtle, out of the hands 
of Davanton; who eſcorted his eminency to Nantes, 
with a detachment of three hundred horſe, from the 
- different 
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different brigades of the Queen's guards, the gens- 
C'armes, the light horſe, and Cardinal Mazarin's guards, 
together with one hundred and fifty muſqueteers, 
draughted from the two companies of the regiment 
of body-guards, which Pradelle commanded at Vin- 
cennes, This removal of Cardinal de Retz took place 
on the zoth of March 1654. It may be ſaid that fo 
numerous an eſcort did not give the tranſaction much 
of the air of a releaſement from confinement, and that it 
rather reſembled a change of priſon. And indeed, 
when Cardinal de Retz was acquainted with the in- 
tention by Davanton, on the eve of his departure, 
he was terrified to ſuch a degree, that he could not 
Tefrain from tears, declaring that the promiſes which. 
had been made him were violated ; that an engage- 
ment had been entered into, to deliver him into the 
hands of the Marſhal de la Meilleraye, as into the 
hands of a friend, who had promiſed to be reſpon- 
fible for his perſon : that, could he have expected 
en thus treated, he would never have yield. 

gnation, together with many other aſſertions. . 


of a like nature, which ſufficiently expreſſed the trou- 


ble of his mind, and Davanton found it very difficult 
to diſpel his fears, by repreſenting to him that the court 
had been obliged to take theſe precautions, from the 
apprehenſion that the Dukes de Retz and de Briſſac might 
attempt to reſeue him upon the rout. But this was a 
meer pretext ; for it is very certain that thoſe gentle- 
men had not the ſmalleſt intention of the kind, and 
that the ſuſpicion did them much more honour than they 
deſerved. 1 | 5 N 
Ihis change in the ſituation of Cardinal de Retz had 
been predicted and foreſeen by Goiſet, the advocate, 
who had alſo foretold the Duke of Beaufort's eſcape from 

confinement. In a letter which he wrote to one of the 
. Cardinal's friends, he tells him to take comfort, and to 
wait with patience ; that the Cardinal's impriſonment 
would not be of much longer duration ; that ſeveral ne- 

gotiations for his releaſement would be ſet on foot, the 
firſt effects of which he would experience in the month 
of March 1654, but that the whole would not be com- 
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pleated till towards the 15th of October of the ſame year: 


all which was confirmed by the event. The fituation 


in which the Cardinal found himſelf in the Caftle of 


Nantes was, in fact, nothing more than a ſhadow of 


liberty. For, though the Maiſhal de la Meilleraye 
ſhewed him every civility and indulgence poſſible, he, 


nevertheleſs, cauſed him to be as ſtrictly guarded, as 
he had before been, in the caſtle of Vincennes. 
The apartment aſſigned to Cardinal de Retz was a 
chamber, on the ſecond floor, at the door of which 
four ſoldiers were conſtantly poſted during the night, 


together with another centinel in the court yard, under 
his windows. It is true that, in the day time, he was 


permitted to walk about the caſtle, as he pleaſed, and 
on a terrace, which overlooked the river, St. Peter's 
mount, and the ſuburbs of Nantes. But he was con- 
ſtantly attended by two of his guards, who had orders to 

watch all his ſteps, not to mention two centinels, who 
were continually upon duty at the end of the terrace, 


at the diſtance of about ſixty paces from each other. 
Thus, the Marſhal neglected nothing for the ſecurity 


of the Cardinal's perſon, for which he had made him- 
ſelf reſponſible to the court: but it muſt be confeſſed 
that, in every other reſpect, he ſhewed him all the good 
treatment which he could deſire. Not to mention the 
elegance with which his table was ſerved, he frequently 
aſſembled at the caſtle the principal perſons, of both 
ſexes, both of the city and of the province. He often 
cauſed dramatic performances to be repreſented before 


the Cardinal, and formed daily parties of play, and 


played very deeply himſelf, He permitted Cardinal de 
Retz to have a free intercourſe with all his friends and 
domeſtics, till the hour of his retiring to reſt, which 


was about eleven o'clock at night In ſhorc, there was 


nothing which could tend to divert a friend in ſuch a 


ſituation, which the Marſhal did not put in practice, 


with a civility and complaiſance which did honour to his 
politeneſs and to his rank. This mode of conduct greatly 


conſoled Cardinal de Retz. On the very next day af- 


ter his arrival, he was viſited by the Dukes de Retz 
and de Briſſac, who ſhewed the greateſt civility and re- 
FD 1 | YL ſpect. 
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ſpect for Davanton, in the preſence of Pradelle, whom 
they had determined to mortify, ſeeing that the Car- 
dinal was not pleaſed with his conduct. Caumartin, 
alſo, repaired thither in a ſhort time afterwards :_ but 
Jolt, -who was at Machecoul, was not permitted to pay 
his viſit ſo. ſoon, Cardinal de Retz having ſent him 
word not to be in a hurry, and that it would be ne- 
ceſſary to take ſome previous meaſures, reſpecting him, 
with the Marſhal de la Meilleraye, on account of certain 
paſt tranſactions, in which it was known he had had a 
greater ſhare than any other perſon. The truth is, 
7. that the Cardinal, at firſt, found it difficult to per. 
179 ſuade himſelf to ſee Joli, well remembering the ad- 
þ vice which he had given him before his impriſon- 
ment He was apprehenſive that Joli would reproach 
him with that circumſtance, as well as with the act of 
his reſignation. Moreover, the Dukes de Retz and 
de Briſſac were not very urgent for this interview, be- 
ing fully convinced that Joli would not fail to inform 
the Cardinal of every thing that had paſt during his im- 
priſonment. From hence there is good reaſon to be- 
lieve, that Joli would not have been admitted to wait 
on him ſo ſoon, but for the ſolicitations of Caumartin, 
who inceſſantly preſſed his eminency to ſend for him. 
Three weeks, therefore, elapſed, after the Cardinal's 
arrival at Nantes, before Joli was ſent for thither. He 
was extremely well received by the Marſhal de la 
Meilleraye, who plainly gave him to underſtand, that 
it had not been his fault that this interview had been ſo 
long delayed. Thus, Cardinal de Retz, in a ſhort 
time, reſumed the confidence which he had formerly 
placed in him, and committed to his care all his cyphers 
and papers, relating to all his affairs, both at Rome, 
Paris, and elſewhere, giving him at the ſame time, 
| freſh marks of his eſteem and friendſhip for him. 
Joli, therefore, was very cautious, in all his conver- . 
ſations with the Cardinal, not to ſay any thing which 
might give him uneaſineſs. If, at any time, his 
em inency's impriſonment became the ſubject of their 
diſcourſe, Joli contented himſelf with obſerving, that 
it had befallen him in conſequence of his regard for 
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the intereſts of his friends, and that they, neverthe- 
leſs, had declined to undertake any thing in his fa- 
Your, although he had , ſacrificed himſelf for their 
| ſakes. With reſpe& to the affair of the reſignation, 
he remarked that the Cardinal had not, perhaps, 
ated wrong in granting it, for the ſake of extricat- 
ing himſelf from the place, and from the dangerous 
ſituation in which he was at the time; adding, how- 
ever, that he was perſuaded that the whole conduct 
of the court, on that occaſion, proceeded from meer 
neceſſity, in order to avoid the firſt heat of the re- iy 
ſentment of the chapter and of the clergy, and, finally, 7 
that Cardinal, Mazarin would certainly, at ſome time or 1 
other, take him out of the hands of the Marſhal de la 
Meilleraye, for to place him in ſome other priſon, 
where he would be more ſtrictly guarded, than he had 
even been at Vincennes, Caumartin purſued. nearl 
the ſame line of conduct, never reproaching his emi- 
nency with any thing, but in the ſlighteſt manner, and 
directing his aim, chiefly, to awaken his apprehenſions 
of whit the court might ſtill undertake againſt him. 
Theſe ſuggeſtions made ſo ſtrong an impreſſion on the 
mind of Cardinal de Reiz, that he concerted, with the 
above two perſons, the neceſſary meaſures for effecting 
5 | his eſcape from the caſtle of Nantes, whenever they 
ſhould judge the time to be favourable, or if the court 
ſhould attempt to remove him to any other place. „ 
When every thing had been agreed upon between 
them, with the utmoſt ſecrecy, Joli took upon ham- 1 
ſelf the neceſſary preparations for the execution f 
the deſign. Caumartin determined to return to Paris, 
to keep up the ſpirits of the Cardinal's friends. Joli 
undertook, alſo, to confirm his eminency in the deſign 
which had been agreed upon. For this reaſon, he was 
particularly aſſiduous in cultivating the favour of the 
Marſhal de la Meilleraye, which was abſolutely re- 
gdauiſite towards his obtaining leave to continue | at 
Nantes, that he might be on the ſpot, ready to act as 
occaſion ſhould require. Cardinal de Retz, allo affect- 
ed to conduct himſelf towards the Marſhal with the ut- 
moſt confidence and unreſerve, communicating to * | 
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all the letters which he received from Rome, of which 
Joli always carried him the originals, after having 
decyphered them and interlined the true ſenſe : which 
practice he purſued for a conſiderable time, and till 
certain incidents aroſe, which it was deemed highly 
neceſſary to keep ſecret. „„7))ͤ fog 5 
The Marſhal entertained fo ſtrong a ſenſe of this 
frankneſs that, in return, he, perhaps. too generouſly, 
often ſhewed Cardinal de Retz the diſpatches which 
were ſent him from the court on the ſubje& of which 
he, more than once, uttered the moſt bitter invectives 
_ againſt Cardinal Mazarin, in the preſence of Cardinal 
de Retz and of Joli, declaring himſelf to be a greater 
_ Frondeur than they had ever been, and that his hatred 
to Cardinal Mazarin exceeded theirs by a hundred de- 
_ But they gave no further credit to this kind of 
iſcourſe than was neceſſary, ſeeing that, although it 
might probably be ſincere, yet it was not a ſufficient ſe- 
curity for his conduct, he being fo ſtrictly attached to 
the ſervice of the court, by every motive of intereſt 
and preferment. ; CES 5 
In the mean time, the Court and Cardinal de Retz 
acted in concert, to obtain the Pope's acceptance of 
his reſignation. M. de Gaumont was appointed by 
the King to go to Rome on that buſineſs As Gau- 
mont did not travel with much haſte, the packet, con- 
taining his inſtructions, and directed, under cover, to 
the Abbe Charrier, arrived at that city a confiderable 
time before him. The Abbe, being apprized of the 
contents of the packet, every dexterouſly opened it, and 
took out the inſtrument of reſignation : after which, 
having carefully ſealed it up again, he delivered it to 
Gaumont, immediately upon his arrival, no marks 
whatever appearing of 1ts having been opened. Gau- 
mont, not finding in it the paper in queſtion, wrote on 
the ſubject to the firſt Preſident: but, as that Magiſtrate, 
who was ſecretly attached to Cardinal de Retz, gave 
himſelf little concern about the matter, nothing fur- 
ther was done in it. Moreover, the Pope having de- 
clared his fixed reſolution not to accept of this in- 
7 voluntary refignation, which had been executed in a 
7:28 EE | priſon, 
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priſon, it would have been to no purpoſe to have pro- 
duced the inſtrument : for which reaſon it was judged 


totally needleſs to purſue the enquiry.” The Abbe 


Charrier, nevertheleſs, was very aſſiduous in the ex- 


ecution of his commiſſion ; and, if his "Holineſs had 


been as readily inclined to comply with what the court 
required, as Cardinal de Retz wiſhed him to be, 
every thing would : worm have been adjuſted, and 
the inſtrument of reſignation would ſoon have been 
found again ; all that the Abbe Charrier had done 


in the affair having been with the ſole view of getting 


the inſtrument into his hands, and of encreafing his 


_ conſequence, accordingly, as circumſtances might ariſe, 


In the mean time, although Cardinal de Retz had not, 
in the leaſt, contributed, either directly or indirectly, 
to the Pope's refuſal to ratify his reſignation, yet his 
enemies, and particularly the Abbe Fouquet, never- 
theleſs, took occaſion from hence to repreſent to Car- 
dinal Mazarin, that he cauſed the Abbe Charrier 
ſecretly to oppoſe the concluſion of the buſineſs, and 


that he did not mean to fulfil the engagement which he 
had entered into, adding, that he had received certain 
intelligence that the Cardinal was projecting the means 


of his eſcape, and that he would effect it, unleſs due 


care was taken to prevent him. All this intelligence 


was, however, totally falſe at that time, as the Abbe _ 
Charrier was in earneſt” in the proſecution of the buſi- 

neſs at Rome, and as the defign of effecting the Car- 
dinal's eſcape from the caſtle of Nantes was not to be 


carried ino execution, unleſs the conduct of the court 


towards him ſhould undergo any alteration. If it 
was verified in the ſequel, the Abbe Fouquet muft 
be conſidered as the cauſe of it, by ſuggeſting to the 
court and Cardinal Mazarin ſuch ſuſpicions, as obliged 
them to ſend freſh orders, for the Cardinal's being 
watched with greater ſtrictneſs than he had hitherto, 


been. The truth, however, is, that he was conſtantly 


buſied in contriving the means of his (eſcape; according 
to the unanimous, advice of his friends, without paying 
attention to any other conſideration whatever. His 


_ Holineſs, alſo, was of the ſame opinion, and inceſſantly 


preſſed 
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; preſſed the Abbe Charrier to write to Cardinal de Retz 


upon the ſubje&, and to exhort him to come to Rome, 


promiſing to dd every thing in his favour which he 
could defire. But, as the Abbe repreſented to his 
Holineſs the various difficulties and dangers which muſt 
attend an enterprize of that nature, and that any fur- 
ther delay might compel the court to remove the Car- 
dinal to ſome more ſecure and more cloſe priſon : the 
Pope replied that there was no remedy ;* that, if he was 
in the hands of the Turks, he muſt wait with patience, 
and that he (the Pope) could not, in conſcience, accept 
a 9 0 ag ſo contrary to the eſtabliſned laws of the 
church. . 1 5 55 1 | | 
This was the opinion of the firſt preſident de Bel- 
lievre, alſo, whom Caumartin had been commiſſion- 
ed to ſound on the ſubje&; and although he did not 
explain himſelf with ſufficient freedom at firſt, be- 
cauſe Caumartin was a little upon the reſerve, it was 
apparent enough what his real ſentiments were, from 
his obſerving that Cardinal de Retz was too judicious 
a man to ſuffer himſelf to be diverted from his deſigns, 
and that, as Joli was at Nantes, he did not doubt but 
that he would take a proper time for carrying every 
neceſſary meaſure into execution: but he ſpoke in a 
more explicit manner in the ſequel, for he declared, in 
plain terms, that the propereſt conduct which Cardi- 
nal de Retz could purſue would be, immediately. upon 
his quitting Nantes, to come directly to Paris; to re- 
voke the act of his reſignation; to aſſume the poſſeſſion 
of his dioceſe in perſon, and to take the cuſtomary 
_ cath of fidelity to the parliament: to all which he pro- 
miſed to contribute to the utmoſt of his power, being 
ready to anſwer almoſt for the event. Caumartin had, 
alſo, ſecured the concurrence of the firſt Preſident of 
the chamber of accompts, with reſpect to the oath of 
fidelity. TD, 0 EA 
Finally, there was not one of Cardinal de Retz's 
friends who did not adviſe him to attempt his eſcape, 
not excepting even the Duke de Briſſac, the Abbe Cha- 
ner, and the reſt of thoſe who had been the moſt ea- 
ger for his reſigning, and that becauſe they were not 
555 Jos = ſatisfied 
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ſatisfied with the manner in which his reſignation had 
been granted, and that they rightly judged that, had 

it been accepted by the Pope, Cardinal de Retz would 
have been deprived of all conſequence in the ſtate, and 
would have been rendered incapable of affording them 
any ſervice in future: whereas, ſhould he make his eſ- 
cape from the caſtle of Nantes, that event might give 
birth to freſh negotiations with the court, from which 
thoſe who ſhould be admitted to a ſhare therein would 
derive a greater degree of advantage. 8 
Nevertheleſs, Cardinal de Retz reſiſted, to the very 
laſt, the ſentiments of his moſt intimate friends; and, 
although he received daily advice of the evil deſigns of 1 
Cardinal Mazarin, and of the inceſſant ſolicitations of 
the Abbé Fouquet, to procure his removal to Breſt. 
it was with great difficulty that he could prevail on 
| himſelf to adopt the deſign of making his eſcape, hav- 
ing conceived a notion that the diſguſts of the court 
aroſe ſolely' from the Pope's refuſal to comply with 
what was required of him, and from a ſuſpicion that 
he (the Cardinal) did not exert himſelf to the utmoſt of 
his power to obtain 'the acceptance of his reſignation. 
He was, moreover, confirmed in this opinion* by the 
Marſhal de la Meilleraye, who adviſed him, in order 
to remove every doubt of his ſincerity, to write ano- 
ther letter to the Pope, requeſting him, in the moſt 
preſſing terms, to accept his reſignation, and to ſend 
the ratification thereof to the firſt Preſident, by Mal- 
clerc his eminency's equerry, who, if the court ſhould 
judge proper, might be ſent to Rome, with the moſt 
_ poſitive orders on the ſubject to the Abbe Charrier : all 
which' was accordingly executed. +> | 
However, from this time, Cardinal de Retz began 
to act with more reſerve, and to alter his conduct to- 
wards the Marſhal. He was no longer ſuffered to ſee 
the diſpatches from Rome, but with a falſe decypher- 
ment, which had been compoſed for the purpoſe, by 
Joli, in ſuch a manner, as to leave no doubt on his 
mind of its authenticity, and to confirm him in his opi- 
nion, that nothing was neglected to procure the Pope's _ 
acceptance of his refignation, the Cardinal not think- 
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ing it proper to let him know that his Holineſs had 
NS eta him to attempt his eſcape. 

Nevertheleſs, this new application, from Cardinal 
de Retz to the court of Rome, could not induce the 
Abbe Fouquet to deſiſt from ſending repeated advices 
to the court, that it was his eminency's intention to 
make his eſcape, on the firſt opportunity that ſhould 
offer; and, perceiving that his letters did not make a 
ſufficient impreſſion on the King, and on Cardinal Ma- 
zarin, Who were, at that time, at a diſtance from Pa- 
ris, employed in affairs of another nature, he reſolved 
to make a journey to the place where they then were, 
to ſolicit in perſon, and to procure the neceſſary orders 
to be iſſued, for removing his eminency to Breſt, The 
firſt Preſident having received intelligence of this cir- 
cumſtance, communicated it to Caumartin, and this 
latter to Cardinal de Retz, who, having. learnt that 
the Marſhal-de la Meilleraye had, at the ſame time, re- 
ceived more expreſs orders than before, to confine him 
with a greater degree of ſtrictneſs, began to liſten, in 
earneſt, . to thoſe who adviſed him to attempt the 
means of extricating himſelf from captivity. But, as 
he did not mean to carry that deſign into execution, 
till compelled thereto by. the utmoſt neceſſity, he fe- 
ſolved, firſt of all, to ſound the Marſhal, ta know in 
what manner he would conduct himſelf, in caſe that 
the court ſhould iſſue orders for removing him to Breſt, 
or that the King ſhould- come, expreſsly for that pur. 
Poſe, to Nantes, as it was reported that his Majeſty 
intended, 

With this view, he fixed on the Duke de Briſſac, the 
Marſhal's brother-in- law, to whom he judged it was 
time to unfold his deſign, ſeeing that he ſhould ſtand 
in need of his aſſiſtance in the execution of it. He 
wrote to him, at his ſeat at Beaupreau, deſiring to ſee 
him. The Duke, accordingly, came in a few days, 
and engaged, not only to learn how far they might 
confide in the Marſhal, but, alſo, to furniſh him with 
all the aſſiſtance in his power, to enable him to make 
his eſcape, and to conduct him afterwards to Paris, or 
wherever elſe he ſhould be inclined to retire, Theſe 
offers gave great ſatisfaction to the Cardinal, who had 

| A friendſhip 
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ry thing for his ſervice. Joli was not ſo credulous, nor 
could he refrain from expreſſing himſelf with . ſome 


freedom on the ſubject, adding, however, that his aſ- 
ſiſtance would be requiſite to the execution of their de- 
ſign, and that they muſt obtain all that they could from. 
him, For this purpoſe, he propoſed to him a variety. 


of ſchemes, for releaſing the, Cardinal, the. chief of 
which depended totally on the Duke for its ſucceſs, be- 
cauſe, he being lodged in a chamber directly under- 
neath the wardrobe of Cardinal de Retz, it was pro- 
poſed that, an opening being previouily made in-the 
floor, his eminency ſtiould let himſelf down into the 
Duke's apartment, and ſhould conceal himſelf in one 
of the trunks for the baggage, Which ſhould be con- 
{ſtructed in a particular manner for the purpoſe, and 
ſhould be conveyed from the caſtle, as uſual, on a 
mule, at a very early hour of the morning. 
This contrivance was, at firſt, much approved by 


the Duke de Briſſac, who. 3 to M. de la Bade, 


his equei ry, to confer with Joli on the mode of con- 
ſtructing the trunk, and on the other preparations which 
it would be neceſſary to make. He had, afterwards, a 
converſation with the Marſhal de la Meilleraye, for the 
purpoſe of learning in what manner he intended to 
conduct himſelf, in caſe he ſhould receive orders from 
the court, for the Cardinal's removal to any other place 
of impriſonment: and the Marſhal, without explain- 
ing himſelf any further, briefly anſwered that he was 
neither inclined, nor was he in a ſituation to reſiſt the 
King's authority. But, being afterwards queſtioned, 
on the ſame ſubject, by his wife, who was the Duke's 
lifter, and. Madame de Chalauſle, the wife of the King's, 
lieutenant, he opened himſelf to them with lefs.re- 
ſerve, and they both gave it as their opinion, that no 

dependance was to be placed on him. | 
Upon receiving this anſwer, his eminency and the 
Duke were of opinion, chat all the neceilary prepara- 
N 55 tions 


1 


a friendſhip for the Duke, and who not did doubt of the 
ſincerity. of his promiſes ; inſomuch that, full of theſe, 
flattering hopes, he immediately ſent for Joli, and told 
him that he might concert the neceſſary meaſures with 
the Duke de Briſſac, who was 1cady to undertake eve- 


111 
Th 
11 
WM) 
$4! 
T1 
14 
3. 
1 
1 
1 
Ws 
$5 
n 
1 "1 
& 
C 4:4 
755 
4 
1a 
7 
29 
F. 
17 
bY 
1 
* 
[4 15 
1 
N. 
I 
ws 
$4 
is] 
Fo 
1 
i 
' 
; 
Bt 
1 . 
"oſt 


— — — 


— 

r — — = 
ENCES — — o—— — 
S RE RO ACHEND., 


N 


. 2 N no 
e 


264 MEMOIRS OF. 
tions ſhould be made, for carrying into execution the 
projected deſign; and, in order to avoid giving the 
Martal any ſuſpicion, it was agreed that the Duke, 
who had never been accuſtomed to ſtay long at Nantes, 
ſhould return home, till he ſhould be ſent for. 
But Joli, who was ſufficiently acquainted with the 
charter of the Duke de Briſſac, and was fully con- 
vinced that he would engage no further in that affair, 
contrived another ſcheme, of a more adventurous kind, 
for the Cardinals releaſement, in the execution of 
which the Duke was to have no ſhare whatever. This 
was to let his eminency down, in full day-lighr, with 
a cord, and fitting upon a piece of wood, from the 
top of the terrace, where he was permitted to walk, 


and which overlooked a part of the ſhore of the river, 


adjoining to a watering-place. Some of the Cardinal's 
friends were to be in waiting on the ſpot, with horſes 


for himſelf and his attendants, and to conduct him 


through the ſuburbs of Richebourg, to a rendezvous on 
the banks of the Loire, four or five leagdes above 


Nantes, where ſome boats were to be in readineſs, to , 


\ convey them over the river, and on the other fide they 
were to find relays of horſes, poſted at different ſtages, 
to conduct them, with all poflible diſpatch, to Paris. 


This expedient was not communicated. to the Duke de 


Briſſac, through fear of diminiſhing the zeal which 
be conſtantly , manifeſted for the Cardinals ſervice. 
But Joli, nevertheleſs, made all the preparations wHich 
he judged neceſſary to its execution, and ſent to Paris 
for * Abbe Rouſſeau, brother of the Cardinal's ftew- 


ard, a man firmly attached to his eminency, of great 
bodily ſtrength, and, in every reſpect, very fit for the 


| ſervice in which it was intended to employ him. 


This Abbe, being arrived at Nantes, provided him-. 


ſelf with a cord, for the execution of the deſign, a 
large piece of wood, called a ſpring-tree bar of a coach, 
to which the traces of the horſes are faſtened, to be 
fixed to the end of the cord, and on which the Cardi- 
nal was to fit, and a leather belt with a ſtrong buckle 
to it, to faſten his eminency to the cord about his waiſt, 


leſt any accident ſhould l 


The | 


GUY 1 L I.. 1 : 265 

The neceſſary preparations for the execution of theſe 
two deſigns being nearly compleated, Cardinal de Retz, 
who received daily intelligence of the evil intentions of 


the court, and how neceſſary it was that he ſhould uſe 


the utmoſt diſpatch, ſent to the Duke de Briſſac, to re- 
queſt that he would return to Nantes, to make good 
the promiſes which he had given: he accordingly came, 
two days afterwards, conſtantly expreſſing the utmoſt _ 
willingneſs to comply with what ſhould be required of 
him: and la Bade, his equerry, having delivered into 
the hands of Joli the trunk which he had cauſed to be 


_ conſtrued, they made an opening in it, for the ad- 
miſſion of the air. The trunk was approved of by 


Joli, and by Imbert, the Cardinal's valet de chambre, 


each of whom, at different times, continued in it for 


upwards of half an hour: after which it was agreed 
that the enterprize ſhould be executed on the Monday 
morning the zd of Auguſt, 1654. But the Duke de 
Briſſac ſtipulated that he ſhould, firſt, be permitted to 
go to Machecoul, in order, as a mere matter of com- 
pliment, to acquaint the two Dukes de Retz with the 
affair, promiſing to return, without fail, on. the Sun- 
day night, to put the laſt hand to the work. Sunday 


came and paſſed, Without any tidings from him, and 


he did not return till very late on the Monday, imput- 
ing his delay to an inundation which had carried away 


the bridge over a ſmall river, which lies on the road 


between Machecoul and Nantes: after which, he 


frankly declared to Cardinal de Retz, that the two 


Dukes had earneſtly adviſed him not to engage in an 
affair of that nature, as being the MarſhaPs brother-in- 
law, and reſiding under his roof: ſo that he thus diſ- 
engaged himſelf from the performance of all thoſe pro- 
—_ and aſſurances, of which he had before been ſo 
aviſh. EVE . OX 
The Cardinal, feigning to be' convinced by his ar- 


guments, preſſed the matter no further; and, _— 
quitted him for a few minutes, he acquainted Joli with 


this alteration in his ſentiments: on which they deter- 


_ mined to obtain from him, at leaſt, all the aſſiſtance 


b 


that they could, reſpecting the other ſcheme, with 
which the Cardinal now, firſt, made him acquainted : 
Vet, 1 N _ - requeſting 
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reporting that, immediately upon his return home, he 
would diſpatch his equerry, with a horſe for Cardinal 
de Retz, and to ſecure ſome boats, to enable him to 
croſs the Loire to the rendezvous which was pointed 
out to him. The Cardinal further requeſted, that he 
would ſend ſome horſes, to be in readineſs, on the 
other fide of the river, to convey him to Briſſac, and 
from thence to the ſeveral places of reſidence of the 
Marquis de Chateaurenaud, the Marquis de Vaſle, 
and the Marquis de Foſſeuſe, where his eminency was 
certain of finding the neceſſary equipages, to convey 
him and his retinue, with the utmoſt diſpatch, to Pa- 
ris. The Duke de Briſſac joyfully embraced this pro- 
poſal, as it ſet him free from his firſt engagement, 
which he could not have fulfilled with honour, with 
reſpe& to his connection with the Marſha), or without 
great danger; ſeeing that, according to the plan which 
had been agreed upon, he was to remain the laſt in 
the caſtle, and not to have ſet out from thence till af. 
ter his baggage. For this reaſon, he cannot,, in reali- 
ty, be much blamed for his unwillingneſs to expoſe 
himſelf to ſo great a riſque : but neither can he be ex- 
culpated from the charge of a too great fickleneſs, in 
promifing, thus, in ſo poſitive a manner, and after- 
wards flying from his word in the very moment of exe- 
cution. He ought, before he had engaged himſelf, to 
have maturely deliberated on the matter, and to have 
| foreſeen the conſequences with which it was likely to 
be attended. . | | 
Be that as it may, the Duke immediately returned 
home, to give the neceſſary orders for the execution of 
what he had undertaken, However, as the expedient 
of the trunk was more pleaſing to the Cardinal than 
the other, Joli, having learnt that the Dutcheſs de | 
Retz was on the road to Nantes, and that ſhe was to 
be lodged in the apartment which had been occupied 
by the Duke de Briſſac, propoſed, to execute the pro- 
jet by her intervention. This propoſal was highly 
approved by Cardinaf de Retz, and even by the Dutch- 
eſis, who, having a diſagreement with the Duke de 
Briſſac, was charmed with this opportunity of mt 
e ying 


— 0 


fying him, by manifeſting more reſolution. and gene- 
rofity than he bad ſhewn, adding, that, had he been 


urgent with the Dukes de Retz, they would, in all 


probability, have yielded, and that ſhe did not doubt 


but that, if Joli was to be ſent to Machecoul, he might 


ob:ain their conſent to the meaſure. Thele aſſurances 


from the Dutcheſs, reiterately repeated with marks of 
former affection, induced Cardinal de Retz to ſend. 


Joli to Machecoul, in ſpite of his repreſentations of the 
ſmall probability there was of his ſucceeding, and of 


the danger of giving umbrage to the Marſhal, who 
would naturally entertain ſome ſuſpicion of the deſign of 


the journey, To remove this difficulty, they agreed to 


tell the Marſhal that the Dutcheſs was upon bad terms 


with her huſband ; that this was the cauſe of her jour- 


ney to Nantes, and that the Cardinal, being deſirous 


of reconciling them, had ſent Joli to Machecoul, be- 


cauſe the Duke placed great confidence in him, All 


this was told to the Marſhal by the Cardinal himſelf, 
who, at the ſame time, earneftly requeſted that he would 
not ſuffer this family ſecret to tranſpire, and that he 


would acquaint thoſe who ſhould appear curious to 
know the cauſe of Joli's journey, that it was occaſioned 


by his having received intelligence of the vacancy of a 
priory, of ſix thouſand livres a year value, ,in the gift 


of the Duke de Retz. The Marſhal readily fell into 


the ſnare, commiſerating the misfortune of the Dutch, 


eſs, for whom he had formerly entertained ſentiments 
of a particular regard: but this did not at all benefit 


the Cardinal's affairs. Joli found the two Dukes de 


Retz ſo averſe, and fo prejudiced againſt the meaſure, 
that he could obtain nothing from- them but expreſs 


orders to cauſe the Dutcheſs to return home without 


delay, threatening to make him reſponſible for the 
conſequences : ſo that he was obliged to return with- 
out effecting any thing. T4 | 

During his abſence, the Dutcheſs had propoſed to 
the Cardinal to make his eſcape in her coach, diſguiſ- 


ed in the habit of one of her female attendants, who, 


as well as herſelf, always went out maſked, without 
ever being examined at the gate of the caſtle : but, as 
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this propoſal was made on the ſame conditions, only, 


of the conſent of her father and her huſband, ſhe was 


ſet free from theſe new engagements immediately upon 
the return of Joli, who cauſed her inſtantly to depart, 
in order to relieve the two Dukes from thejr anxiety ; 
the Cardinal having told the Marſhal, that Joli's jour- 


ney had proved ſucceſsful, and that all differences had 


been accommodated in the moſt ſatis factory manner. 
However, la Bade, the Duke de Briſſac's equerry, 
having arrived at Nantes on the ſame day, two hours 
after the Dutcheſs's departure, with a horſe for the 
Cardinal, he ſent notice of his arrival to Joli, who 
inſtantly went to him, at a houſe in the ſuburbs of 
Richebourg, and was acquainted by him, that the 
Duke de Briſſac and the Chevalier de Sevigny would 
certainly be in readineſs, at the rendezvous on the 
banks of the river, four leagues diftant from Nantes, 
at ſix o'clock in the evening; of all which the Cardinal 
being informed, he determined to execute his deſign 
of eſcaping, at five o'clock that evening, which was 
his cuſtomary hour of walking on the terrace, So that, 
all the requiſite preparations having been made for that 


\ purpoſe, the Abbe Rouſſeau, who had undertaken to 


let his eminency down from the terrace, repaired to 
the caſtle, with the cord and the belt carefully conceal- 
ed under his gown: and, that he might want neither 
for advice nor aſſiſtance, M. Vacherot, a phyſician of 
the faculty of Paris, was appointed his aſſociate in the 
enterprize; a man cloſely attached to the perſon of 
Cardinal de Retz, of great reſolution and preſence of 
mind, and well qualified by his prudence and mo- 


deration, to temper the violence and vivacity of the 


Abbe Rouſſeau. It was alſo refolved that Fromantin 
and Imbert, the firſt the Cardinal's ſurgeon, and the 
other his valet de chambre, who were accuſtomed to 
attend bim in his uſual walks on the terrace, ſhould 
have ſome bottles of wine to treat the centine!, who, 
alone, could perceive, from his ſtation, what paſſed on 
the ſpot which the Cardinal had fixed on, for the ex- 
ecation of his deſign. ot ay 

All theſe preparations being made, Cardinal de Retz 
ſent for M, Salmonet, a Scotch prieſt, of much learn- 


ing 


ing and merit, who had long lived in his family, and 
M. Montet, his brother, who was afterwards killed in 
Alſace, lieutenant-colonel of the Scotch regiment” of 
Douglas ; together with M. de Boiſguerin, a gentle- 
man of Brittany, ſtrongly attached to the Cardinal, 
and M, de Beaucheſne, ene of his old domeſtics, all 
very brave and reſolute men, to whom he declared his 
intention of making his eſcape, deſiring them to act 
according to whatever inſtructions they ſhould receive 
from Joli. They all received this intelligence with 
every mark of joy and approbation, excepting Salmo- 
net, who, with tears in his eyes, exerted all his en- 
deavours to diſſuade the Cardinal from that deſign, by 
repreſenting to him, in the ſtrongeſt terms, the fatal 
conſequences with which it might be attended. This 
made ſome impreſſion on the mind of his brother, 
 Montet, who, alſo, although a very brave man, be- 
gan to reflect ſeriouſly on the matter. But, the Cardi- 
nal having liſtened to them with great coolneſs, and 
ſtill perſiſting in his reſolution, they, at length, all 
quitted the caſtle in about three or four hours after- 
Wards, in order to make themſelves ready to mount 
| their horſes, as ſoon as the clock at the caſtle ſhould: 
ſtrike five, to repair with la Bade, the Duke de Briſ- 
ſac's equerry, to the appointed rendezyous, which was 
the watering-place for all the horſes of the quarter, 
and which was fituated near the end of the terrace. 
But, as nothing could be ſeen from the watering-place, 
of what was doing at the ſpot where the Cardinal was 
to be let down, at leaſt without going a conſiderable 
way into the river, M. Paris, an eccleſiaſtic, was or- 
dered to place himſelf in a meadow on the other ſide 
of the river, and to throw his hat, three times, up into 
the air, when he ſhould ſee the Cardinal coming down 
from the terrace. This arrangement had nearly ruin- 
ed every thing, Paris having forgot to give the ſignal, 
and thinking only of making his. eſcape, But what 
moſt embarraſſed Joli and his companions was, that 
. the Cardinal, being intimidated, in the very moment 
of execution, by Salmonet, who had continued with 
him, did not repair to the terrace till a full quarter of 
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an hour after the clock had ſtruck : and the remon- 


ſtrances of this pufillanimous wretch operated ſo pow- 
erfully on his eminency, that he ordered Imbert to tell 
Joli to put off the deſign till the next day. But Im- 


bert frankly told him, that it was no longer a time to 
delay matters; that the affair was known to too ma- 


ny perſons, not to be diſcovered, in caſe its exe- 
cution ſhould be further deferred; that the ſole 


circumſtance of the arrival of the Duke de Briſſac's 


equerry, with a led horſe, which would, ' doubtleſs, 


be communicated to the Marſhal de la Meilleraye, was 


. ſufficient for that purpoſe; that the next day was Sun- 
day, when all the inhabitants of the city were accuſ- 
tomed to walk on the mount, which was at the foot 
of the terrace; that, after all, he would go and ac- 


quaint Joli with this change in his eminency's re- 


tolution, if he ſhould abſolutely inſiſt on it, but he 


declared, that having ſo done, he would not return to 


the caſtle, nor did he think that Joli would be ſo mad 


as to continue any longer at Nantes, ſeeing that they 


| ſhould thereby run the hazard of their lives. 
Finally, the arguments which Imbert made uſe of 
were ſo cogent and ſo reaſonable, that the Cardinal, 
at length, determined to quit his chamber, attended by 
Vacherot, and the Abbe Rouſſeau, who carried un- 
der his caſſock all the neceſſary implements; Salmo- 
not having retired at the ſame time, to his own apart- 
ments, to continue his lamentations by himſelf. Im- 


bert and Fromantin alſo followed the Cardinal. Be- 
ing arrived at the terrace, his eminency pretended to 


be thirſty, and ordered Imbert to fetch him ſome wine; 


which he did in all haſte. After the Cardinal had 


drank, he made a private ſignal to Fromantin- and to 


Imbert, and continued his walk. Thoſe two perſons 
told the centinels, that they ſhould finiſh the bottle 
and drink to his eminency's health; and, feigning to 
be afraid of his ſeeing what they were about, they 


drew them aſide, behind a tower, where they began to 


drink. In the mean time, the Cardinal, having taken 
off his red robe, hung it on a ſtick between two of the 


battlements, in ſuch a manner as to make the centinels 
| believe, 
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believe, when they ſhould return to their poſts, that 

he was amuſing himſelf, as uſual, with looking at the 

people who were walking on St. Peter's Mount. Hav- 

ing afterwards placed himſelf on the [eſcarpolette] 

piece of wood which was faſtened to the end of the cord, 

and having. cauſed the cord and the belt to be fixed 

round his body, he was ſafely let down, from one of 

the battlements, by the Abbe Rouſſeau and M. Va- 

cherot, to the foot of the wall. At the fight of this 

mancuvre, M. Paris betook himſelf to flight, without i 

making his ſignal, which gave a great alarm to Joli "8 

and his companions, who had remained during the 

whole time, with much impatience and anxiety, at the 

appointed rendezvous at the watering- place. But Jolt's 

and Rouſſeau's valets, who had alſo been ſtationed in 

ſuch a manner, as to ſee every thing that paſſed, ſoon 

removed their apprehenſions by making the ſignals 
which had been agreed on, : | 

Having advanced to receive the Cardinal, and have 

ing diſengaged him from the belt and the cord, they 

conducted him, in a ſtate of abſolute inſenſibility, 

to the watering-place. After which, Beaucheſne and 

la Bade, having mounted him on horſe-back, Joli 

and Montet went before, to ſecure his paſſage through 

the gate of the ſuburb. At this inſtant his eminency's 

confuſion became ſo great, that he knew not where he 

was, or what he did: in conſequence of which, his 

horſe, which was too mettleſome for him, and he not 

even holding the bridle, reared. up and fell with him 

upon the pavement, at their very firit ſetting off ; by 

8 which accident the Cardinal diſlocated his ſhoulder, 

I his obliged thoſe of his attendants who were neareſt 

to him to diſmount, in order to ſet him again on his 

horſe: and, this circumſtance having occaſioned a 

croud to gather about him, Joli and Montet, who 

obſerved what paſſed, came up, in all haſte, with 

their piſtols in their hands, to diſperſe the people. 

But this was neither difficult nor neceflary, Moſt of 

the inhabitants were more diſpoſed to facilitate than'to 

prevent his eſcape; repeatedly crying out to him, God 

bleſs you, my Lord ! may you get ſafe away! qr, 
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Thus, the Cardinal was ſoon remounted, but without 
recovering from his confuſion, ® which was now rifing 
to ſuch a height, that in coming out of the ſuburb, 
he muſt inevitably have had his brains beat out, by his 
horſe running away with him, but for the aſſiſtance of 
one of his attendants. It was not even poſſible to obtain a 
fingle word from him for the firſt four leagues, though 
all thoſe who were with him uſed their utmoſt en- 
deavours to bring him into a better humour. This 
apparently aroſe from the violent pain which he felt 
from his fall. He did not begin to ſpeak till he got 
into the boat, in which the Duke de Briſſac and the 
Chevalier de Sevigny were waiting for him, and in 


which he put on a pair of boots during his paſſage 


over the river. After having given orders for ſeizing 
all the boats, and taken other precautions for ſtopping 
the march of thoſe who might be ſent in purſuit of them, 


and for ſetting them upon a wrong ſcent, the whole 


company continued their rout, on freſh horſes, to the - 
diſtance of about two leagues further, the Cardinal 


not having, hitherto, made the leaſt complaint: but 


they were aſtoniſhed to hear him, all on a ſudden, 


utter the moſt dreadful ſhrieks, declaring that he could 


not, poſſibly go any further, and that he would rather 
ſuffer himſelf to be retaken, than continue to gallop on 
at that rate any longer. So that, at about nine o'clock 
at night, they were obliged to take him off his horſe, 
and to carry bim into a field, by the ſide of the high 
road, where the Duke de Brin left him, under the 
pretext of going to aſſemble ſome of his friends, in 
order afterwards to conduct him on his journey with 
the greater ſecurity. The Chevalier de Sevigny went 
to the houſe of a gentleman, one of his relations, who 


lived neag the ſpot, to procure his eminency a retreat 


there for the night : but he did not ſucceed, and all he 
could obtain was an arm-chair and twelve peaſants, to 


carry the Cardinal, during the night, as far as Beau- 


pen, 


* The Cardinal ſays, (in his Memoirs,) that in W order to pre- | 
vent his ſwooning, he was obliged from time to time, to pull his 
hair, with all his whole force. . 


1ST TOLL 


preau, a ſeat belonging to the Duke de Brifllic, dt 


about three or four leagues diſtance: which was ac- 
cordingly executed, the bearers relieving. each other by 
turns. 
During theſe tranſactions, the Marſhal de la Meil- 
leraye, who was much afflicted with the gout, received 
intelligence of the Cardinal's eſcape. But he was 
not made acquainted with it till half an hour after his 
eminency's departure, the centinels having. been ſo 
| ſucceſsfully amuſed and deceived by Imbert and Fro- 
mantin, that they perceived. nothing of the matter. 
Imbert and Fromantin, pretending to carry away the 
bottle, had time to effect their retreat from the caſtle; 
the Abbe Rouſſeau and M. Vacherot having retired im- 
mediately upon the completion of the buſineſs, leaving 
the Cardinal's red habit upon the battlement, in order 
to induce the centinels to believe that he was R511 there. 
As ſoon as the Abbe Rouſſeau had quitted the caſtle he 
went into the firſt houſe that he found open, and, hav- 
ing ſhut the door, he took off his cloak and his ciivck.* 
which he left behind him in the houſe, and inſtantly 
appeared in a ſuit of grey cloaths, and a wig, with 


which he had taken care to provide himſelf. He then 


quitted the city, and retired into the neareſtcorn field, 
where he remained concealed till the night came on, 


during which he eſcaped to the houſe of one of his 


friends, where he continued ſeveral days. Imbert 


alſo conducted himſelf in a manner nearly ſimilar, and 


they both concealed themſeves ſo effectually, that the 
ſtrict ſearch which was made for them, by order of the 
Marſhal, proved totally fruitleſs. The firſt intelligence: 
of the Cardinal's eſcape was brought to the caſtle by a 
page belonging to the marſhal's wife, who chanced to be 
bathing himſelf in the river at the time, and who, per- 
ceiving his eminency coming down from the terrace, 
began to cry out as loud as he could, in order to alarm 
the centinels. But, as, at the ſame time, a Jacobine 
friar, who, alſo, was bathing himſelf, was in apparent 
danger of being drowned, and as every one who was, 
near the ſpot was crying out for aſſiſtance for him, the 
centinels imputed the cries of the page, which they 
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could hear but very indiſtinctly, to the ſame cauſe, ſo 
that he (the page) was obliged to run to the caſtle quite 
naked, in order to make himſelf be heard, and to take a 
conſiderable circuit, by the way of the city gate, that 
of the caſtle, which looks towards the mount, fot be- 
ing open. It happened, alſo, that thoſe, whoſe office 
it was to Carry the intelligence to the Marſhal, ſtood 
gazing on each other for a pretty long time, before they 
could prevail on themſelves to acquaint him with an 
incident of this nature, through an apprehenſion of 
being ill treated, knowing the natural violence of 
his temper. But, at length, the grand maſter of the 


art llery, the ſon of the Marſhal, having learnt what 


had happened, and having apprized his father of it, 
ſeveral perſons on horſeback were diſpatched in pur- 
ſuit of Cardinal de Ketz; but this was not done till 
upwards of an hour after his departure from the caſtle. 
In the mean time, the Marſhal openly threw himſelf 
into ſuch terrible paſſions, that he ſeemed to have loſt 
his ſenſes: which, however, could not prevent the 
public from judging that he had ſecretly connived at the 
eſcape of his priſoner. But that opinion was very 
groundleſs ; and it is certain that, whatever civility he 
might have ſhewn him, by order, or, atleaſt, by the 
permiſſion of the court, he neglected nothing td provide 
ſor the ſecurity ot his perſon, and that he cauſed him to 
be as cloſely guarded, as he had before been at Vin- 
cennes. „ | 

Be that as it may, the grand maſter of the artillery 
ſet out on horſeback, at the head of the Marſhal's 
guards, and ſeveral volunteers, amounting in all to 
between two and three hundred horſe, in purſuit of 
the Cardinal. But, as ſo numerous a company could 
not travel with the requiſite expedition, they did not ar- 
rive at the place where his eminency had paſſed the 
river till three hours afterwards, and, having found no 
boat there, thoſe which had been made uſe of for the 
paſſage of the Cardinal and his friends having been 
afterwards ſunk, the grand maſter was inclined to at- 
_ tempt to ſwim acroſs the river, with ten or twelve of 
the guards, But from- this he was diſſuaded by a 

„ gentleman 
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gentleman who had formerly been a page in the de Retz 
family, who repreſented to him that 1t would be not. 
only uſeleſs, but dangerous alſo, ſeeing that the Duke 


de Briſſac interfered, and that he had, doubtleſs, aſ- 
ſembled his friends: ſo that he would run, no ſmall - 


riſque of being taken himſelf in attempting to retake 
his priſoner. This argument proved the preſervation 
of Cardinal de Retz, for it is certain, that, had the 
grand maſter croſſed the river with fix of the guards 
only, he would have overtaken him in his chair, at- 
tended by three perſons only, viz. Joli, Montet, and 
la Bade. The Duke de Briſſac and the Chevalier de 
Sevigni had left him, for the purpoſe of aſſembling 
their reſpective friends. Boiſguerin and Beaucheſne, 
had gone before, by different routs, to carry the news 
of the event to Paris: but the grand maſter giving 


implicit credit to what was told him, returned back. ' 
with his whole troop, excepting a few of the guards, 


| whom he ſent the whole length of the ſhore, to learn 
whether the Cardinal had actually paſſed the river at 

the place where he (the grand maſter) had ſtopped. | 

But that which was moſt fortunate and moſt aftoniſh- 
ing in the whole affair was, that the Marſhal, excluſive 
of the numerous party which had accompanied. the 
grand maſter, having diſpatched another body of 


troops, much fewer in number, to the other ſide of 


the river, towards Beaupreau, theſe latter, no more 
than the others, met with not a fingle perſon on their 
rout, excepting M. de Paris, whom they detained for 


the ſpace of a whole day, with repeated menaces, and. . 


whom they brought back with them to the caſtle of 
Nantes. But they were, at length, obliged to releaſe 
him, on his telling them, with a reſolute air, that he 
wiſhed for nothing more than that they ſhould carry him 
before the Marſhal, and that he ſhould then have the 
pleaſure of acquainting him; that they had amuſed 
themſelves with ſeizing a poor. prieſt, whom they had 
no buſineſs whatever to have meddled with, inſtead of 


continuing their purſuit of the Cardinal, who was not 


at above the diſtance of two leagues before them. This 
Save ſuch. an alarm to. the guards, who were well 
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5 


acquainted with the violent diff poſition of the Marſhal, 
that they they did not think fit to introduce to him a 


witneſs of their negligence. 


Meſſrs. Vacherot and Salmonet were alſo diſcovered 55 
and ſeized at Nantes, but to no purpoſe: for although 


the firſt had aflilted in letting the Cardinal down from 


the terrace, yet no evidence whatever could be produced 
againſt him. The other found no difficulty in juſtifying. 
himſelf, and in proving that he had always ſtrongly 


| oppoſed the deſign. . But the ſervants of foli and of the 


Abbe Rouſſeau, who were ſeized ſoon after they had 


received Cardinal de Retz at the foot of the wall, were 
treated with a conſiderable degree of rigour for ſome _ 
time, but it was, at length, found neceſſary to releaſe. 


them, ſeeing that they had known nothing of the affair 


till the very moment of its execution, when they could 
not diſpenſe with obeying the orders of Joli, againſt 


whom the Marſhal continually vented hrs reſentment in 


ſo furious a manner, that he tore his beard and his hair, 
declaring that he was enraged to the higheſt degree to 


have been ſo long his dupe, reſpecting the letters, 
which he now clearly perceived had been cyphered by 


him, or decyphered in whatever manner he thought 


i . 8 5 3 
If the Marſhal found himſelf in an embarraſſed ſitu- 
ation at Nantes, that of Cardinal de Retz was not leſs 


ſo at Beaupreau. Upon his arrival at that place, at 
four o'clock in the morning, not finding the Duke de 


Briſſac there, who was gone to the houſe of a gentle- 


man in the neighbourhood, to give the neceſſary or-- 


ders for aſſembling his friends, his eminency was, on 


the remonſtrances of the Dutcheſs de Briſſac, and for 


the ſecurity of his perſon, obliged to get into a coach, 
with the Chevalier de Sevignt and his uſual attendants, 


in order to take refuge at the houſe of a gentleman 
named de la Poiſe, who lived at the diſtance of about 


two leagues from thence. This houſe is ſurrounded 
| 5 | with 


* He added that, if ever oli ſhould fall into his hands, he 


would cauſe him to be hanged on the batilement, on which the 
Cardinal mounted to make his eſcape, | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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with deep ditches full of water. He arrived there at 
about eight o'clock in the morning. His firſt care was 
to diſpatch Montet immediately to Paris, to give his 
friends notice of the ſituation in which he found him- 

ſelf, in conſequence of his fall, and which would not 
permit him to continue his journey. Meſlrs. de Se- 

vigni and de la Poiſe left him, to 90 and aſſiſt the 
Duke de Briſſac in gathering his friends together, after 
having given inſtructions to the domeſtics to pay the 

| ſtricteſt obedience to all the CardinaPs orders: fo that 
| Joli remained alone with him during the ſpace of five 
| or fix hours, during which time he remained in bed, 
enjoying a degree of freedom. from pain; after which, 
| 


the Concierge“ having brought him intelligence that 
he had ſeen a party of the Marſhal's guards paſs by 
the houſe, the Cardinal, terrified at the news, defired 
that he would conduct him to ſome part of the houſe 
where he might be ſafe from their reſearches, The 
Concierge having taken his eminency and Joli into his 
cow apartment, cauſed them to go down to the bot- 
tom of a tower, through a trap door, which was con- 
cealed from ſight by a large trunk which was place 
over it, They took down with them a ſmall quantity 
of bread and wine, 'The place was very uncommodi- 
ous, and they ſunk, up to the middle, in water and 
clay. To remedy this inconvenience, ſome ſtraw chairs 
were let down, on which the Cardinal and Joli were 
obliged to ſit, for the ſpace of nearly nine hours, in a 
very diſagreeable ſituation, till the return of the maſter 
+ of the houſe, who did not come back till ten o'clock 
at night: he exhorted the Cardinal to wait with pati- 
ence a little time longer, acquainting him that the 
Duke de Briffac had not yet been able to collect toge- 
ther more than thirty of his friends, and that he was. 
deſirous of procuring a larger number, in order to eſ- 
cort him from thence with the greater ſecurity, and in 
a manner more becoming his rank. 1 


x ne re __ EIS RO neces jd me e an — — * r — Ingo. max > nes Sno er Fg ATI - jo Fe ET ney 
3 5 - - 8 r GEES — nas 2 . — . "=o e e 2 
— — 8 e re r N — — — — 1 tat hg _— Tau BF q ct 
— — 8 WES. ee e 2 — —＋ 2 — = ; 8 r nt 
9 r K Ke — ̃ —— — _ 77 . ak a 2A ONS e . e 5 a. INE r 
1 "IS 2 =” > re n y W , £205 x 1 — nd = —— 1 e 8 * n 8 . 1. eee r ere bh rom, 1 
3 5 8 2 222A :H: SS Te hikes; . \ * Or”? . þ 2 * nn . 9 4- es be henry, E 
n n we 8 2 N r + acl N K 9 ; : — aro, 4.7 Pa - - 

EE ˙ . U Foe, Oro ... FAT Is we ce . e ine ou. brtindt aaele 77 = 4 - - "67 

7 om oe n * 1 1 5 7 7 8 N MIO "ES — 3 > 
Wo 8 : - 8 J 6 N 5 I 
" Cath. . k l baked, 
5 rn 2 * b 8 
4 2 484 9 < - 

SY 2 3 * 1 * "7 
road. Co Pang) » 


= 
ae” Col Avis coy ace NT Ns nd 
e ge r 
DE SK n 
2 5 OI Ts 7 24 
5 " 3 n 
8 Sr nat 3 Np? 1 . 


PE: 


But 
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An officer in the families of the nobility and perſons of. 
diſtinction, to whom the care of the houſe and the ſuperin- 
tendency of the ſervants is committed in the abſence of the maſs. 
ter. | 18 : 
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But the Cardinal, who was tired of his dungeon, 


determined to continue there no longer, and deſiring 
to have freſh horſes to carry him and Joli to Beau- 
preau, they ſet out for that place at about eleven o'clock 


at night, accompanied by the maſter of the houſe. 


They had gone about a league on their. way, at a to- 
lerably quick rate: but the Cardinal now, finding 


himſelf in great pain, began to cry out in ſuch a man- 


ner, that it was found neceſſary to take him off his 
horſe, whilſt M. de la Poiſe went to ſeek for ſome 


kind of carriage in the neighbourhood, in which he 


might be conveyed to Beaupreau, which was not more 
than a league diſtant. But not having been ſucceſsful 


in his ſearch, he returned to the Cardinal, at break of 
day, and propoſed to him that he ſhould' drag himſelf 


along, in the beſt manner he could, to a neighbour- 
ing farm, which belonged to him (de la Poiſe) where 


he might remain in ſafety, concealed in a hay-ſtack 


which was in the yard, till night: after which he pro- 
miſed that the Duke de Brifſac ſhould come, at the 
head of two hundred men, all gentlemen of his ac- 
quaintance, to releaſe him from his confinement, an 


to eſcor him to Beaupreau. SS 


There being no other choice, he was obliged once 
more to ſubmit to this freſh humiliation. * Having, 
therefore, reached the farm, a ſmall cavity was made 

in the hay-ſtack, in which the Cardinal ſhut himſelf 
up with Joli. Some bread and wine, and a piece of 


ſalt meat were given to them, and they remained in 


this fituation from eight o'clock in the, morning till 
five in the evening, the farmer going from time to 


time, very officiouſly, to alarm them, whenever he 


ſaw any trooper paſs by. Nay, the matter was carri- 
ed ſtill further. They heard ſeveral perſons on horſe. 
back enter the yard, and aſk a variety of queſtions, 
which ſeemed to have been calculated to give them 


uneaſineſs: and whether this was done for the fake of 


a jeſt, or whether it was a ſerious affair, it ſerved to 
fill the Cardinal and his companion with great appre- 
henſions for their ſafety. : 

Be that as it may, as ſoon as night arrived, M. de 
la Poiſe returned, with ſeveral perſons on horſeback, 


to 


the other places on their rout, the peaſants were alſo. 


ED 
\ 


Cura, . 
to releaſe them from their impriſonment, and the 
Cardinal being mounted behind one of the gentlemen 
of the company, on whoſe ſhoulder he reſted his 
wounded arm, they arrived ſafely at Beaupreau. Here 
they found the Duke de Briſſac, with upwards of three 
hundred gentlemen, and a coach with two mattreſſes 
in it, on which the Cardinal laid himſelf at his length, 
reſting his arm on Joli's thigh, after having taken a 
{mall refreſhment at Beaupreau. Every thing was con- 
ducted by the Duke de Briſſac with the greateſt pro- 
priety, and in a manner highly becoming his rank. _ 
He put himſelf at the head. of the whole company 
without any marks of affectation, behaving with the 
utmoſt politeneſs to every one preſent. All the pages 
and domeſtics carried lighted flambeaux in their 
hands, to light the company on their journey, they 
having ſet out from Beaupreau during the night, and 
the Duke de Briſſac had taken the precaution to order 
his ſervants to carry wine with them, for thoſe who 
| ſhould chuſe to drink any during the march. Thus 
they arrived, about break of day, at a town called 
Montaigu, where they found the Duke de Retz, the 
Cardinal's brother, with a party of between ſeven and 
eight hundred horſe: ſo that, the two companies to- 
gether conſiſted of upwards of twelve hundred horſe, as 
well maſters as. ſervants, moſt of the gentlemen of the 
province having offered their ſervices on the occaſion 
with all imaginable readineſs. At Montaigu, and all 


under arms, ſo that, thoſe gentlemen, perceiving their 

party to be fo ſtrong, judged it proper to ſhew them- 
| ſelves to the Marſhal de la Meilleraye, by paſling 
within fight of Nantes, from whence they directed 
their march to Machecoul, where they arrived on 
Tueſday the 11th of Auguſt, at about five o'clock in 
the evening, and where the whole company were mag- 


nificently entertained, during the whole time that Car- 


dinal de Retz continued there. 

The firſt thing which was done after their arrival 
was, to examine the Cardinal's arm, and it was now 
plainly ſeen that he had not complained wigs 2 

| | Caule ; 
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cauſe : his. whole arm, from the ſhoulder to the el- 
bow, being as black as ink. Nevertheleſs, an old ſur- 
geon of the Duke de Retz, who was deemed very {kil- 
ful by the family, after thoroughly examining the arm, 

| gave it as his opinion that the hurt was very light. 
This ignorant man did not perceive that the ſhoulder 
0 was diſlocated, which was the cauſe that the Cardinal, 

If having been treated in a very different manner to what 
4 he ought to have been on the occaſion, for a long 
1 time ſuffered great torture, and continued lame during 
the reſt of his life. This would, certainly, never have 
happened, had he been attended by a man of experi- 
ence in his profeſſion who would have ſet his ſnoulder 

at that time. | — 5 :; 
The next buſineſs which was entered upon was, to 
Tevoke the reſignation of the Archbiſhopric ; which 

;' meaſure had been ſtrongly recommended to the Car- 
dinal by all his friends in general, and to effect which 
he had already requeſted them to exert themſelves in 
the beſt manner they could: but, as all that they 
could have done, independent of him, muſt have prov- 

ed inſufficient to have invalidated an inſtrument ſigned 
with his own hand, Joli cauſed a revocation, in all 
the proper forms, to be drawn up by the notaries at 
Machecoul, which was figned by the Cardinal, and 
was ſent, with the utmoſt diſpatch, to Paris, to be 
made uſe of as occaſion ſhould require. This, howe- 
ver, was not executed totally without oppoſition, the 
old Duke de Retz having cauſed his daughter, the 
Dutcheſs, to endeavour to diſſuade the Cardinal from 

taking that ſtep, and to point out to him, by many 
important arguments, the neceflity that there was for 
his ratifying, with a good grace, the reſignation which 
he granted during his impriſonment: by which means 
alone he could hope to put a ſtop to the perſecutions, 
and to obtain the favour of the court. Bur, the young 
Duke de Retz and the Duke de Briſſac, who law no 
advantage which was likely to ariſe to them from that 
reſignation, having ſupported the above opinion but 
very feebly, and oli having, on the contrary, warm- 
ly contended for the abſolute expediency of the revo- 
cation, and having alſo ſtrongly urged the power and: 

| | . | influence 


* 


* 


influence of his eminency's friends at Paris and of Pere 
de Gondy, the meaſure was agreed on without much 
difficulty, the objections which the old Duke de Retz 
had offered not having been weighed, perhaps, with 
the attention which they deſerved. FF 
It was now judged neceſſary to fix upon ſome other 
place than Machecoul, to which the Cardinal might 
retire, as intelligence had been received that the Mar- 4 
ſhal de la Meilleraye, in conſequence of inſtructions M 
received from the court, was about to ſend ſome troops ns 
thither, and as the Duke de Retz could no longer re- 
tain with him, or find accommodation for ſo great a 
number of the nobleſſe. Belle-Iſle having been choſen 
for this purpoſe, the Duke de Briſſac, the Chevalier de 
Sevigni, and Joli embarked with the Cardinal and du 
Brocard, the Duke de Retz's ſurgeon, in a ſhallop, to- 
gether with thirty or forty gentlemen in two other 
ſhallops, and a ſmall veſſel called a catt, at the port 
of la Roche, which is not more than a league diſtant 
from Machecoul, whither the Cardinal was carried in a 
chair, on Friday the 14th of Auguſt, during the night, 
with the utmoſt privacy ; none but thoſe of the party 
having been entruſted with the knowledge of the deſign, 
through fear leſt the Marſhal, being informed of it, 
ſhould ſend after them ſome armed barks, by which 
they might be very much embarraſſed. . 
Ihe firſt day of their voyage paſſed without any 
accident, and the little fleet arrived ſafely in the road 
of Croiſi, excepting the catt, which could not keep up 
with the reſt, for want of wind. But, having been 
obliged to remain there at anchor during the night, 
they were thrown into great fear, by the appearance 
of ſeveral veſſels, which came, from time to time, to 
reconnoitre them ; the whole coaſts being on their 
guard, on account of ſome Biſcayan veſſels which, 
after hovering about ſome time, had juſt before ſailed 
from thence. This alarm, however, was but trifling 
to that which they met with on the next day, at about 
two o'clock in the morning, when two Biſcayan veſ- 
ſels bore down upon the ſhallops, and obliged them to 
run aſhore, in a part where there was an old ruinated 
| | : BE | church, 
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church, which was called St. James, whither the Car- 
dinal retired.. He concealed himſelf in a heap of ſlates, 
through fear of being diſcovered: by the people of the 
country. In this dilemma Joli adviſed that they ſhould 
make a ſignal to the Biſcayans, and ſhould defire 
them to convey them to Belle-Iſle, or even directly 
into Spain, plainly perceiving that they ſhould be 
obliged to dire& their courſe to that kingdom at laſt. 


But the Duke de Briſſac, who was not at all inclined to 


go to Spain, would not, upon any account, liſten to 
the propoſal : thus Cardinal de Retz, who dared not 
adopt any meaſure without his concurrence, was ne- 
ceſſitated to remain amongſt the ſlates, from noon till 
eight o'clock in the evening, when the Spaniards re- 
tired, after having fired ſeveral ſhots at the ſhallops. 
It might naturally have been imagined, that the noiſe - 
of this firing would have brought ſome perſons to the 
ſpot ; nevertheleſs, ſuch was the Cardinal's-good for- 
tune, that no one came thither during the whole day. 
But he had ſcarcely got on board the ſhallops again with 
his retinue, before a number- of perſons on horſeback 
appeared galloping along the ſhore, drawn thither at 
length, it ſhould ſeem, by the noiſe of the firing, or, 
perhaps alſo, by the defire of learning whether any 
thing had happened to the Cardinal, This danger. 
being paſſed, no incident of any conſequence hap- 
pened to them during the remainder of the voyage. 
The ſailors rowed hard all night, and the next day, 
being favoured by a- thick fog, the three ſhallops ar- 
ri ved ſafely at Belle-Iſle, on the 27th of Auguſt 1654, 
at about eleven o'clock in the morning, and the catt 


the day following: the Duke de Retz arrived ſome 


days afterwards, having been. obliged to remain at 
Machecoul, to return thanks to the nobility, and to 
give the orders neceſſary on ſuch an occaſion. 3 

Upon their arrival at Belle-Iſle tbey were ſo fatigued, 
having been in ſuch continual action from the very day 
of the Cardinal's eſcape from Nantes, that they thought 
at firſt of nothing but of repoſing and diverting them- 
ſelves, being now in a tolerably pleaſant country, and 
in ſafety from the enterprizes of Cardinal — 
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ſo that they ſpent ten or twelve days there without 


any other uneaſineſs, than what they felt for the hurt 
which Cardinal de Retz had received. But, as his 
caſe was not yet ſufficiently underſtood, and as du Bro- 
card, who had examined his arm, knew no more of 
the matter than the ſurgeon at Machecoul, who had 
always maintained that the whole was nothing more 
than a contuſion, they did not pay ſo much attention 


to it as it deſerved ; more particularly as the reft, and 


the greater freedom from alarms, which the Cardinal 
now enjoyed, gave him ſome degree of relaxation in 
the company of his friend.s | | | 

Thus, they patiently waited the arrival of ſome 
intelligence from Paris, before they would determine 
whether to go to Rome, by the way of Spain, or to 
Charleville, by that of Holland. In the mean time, 
they neglected nothing to put themſelves in the beſt 
ſtate of defence poſſible; and the Duke de Retz hav- 
ing muſtered the inhabitants of the iſland, who were 
found to be upwards of nine hundred in number, he 
obtained a promiſe from them that, upon the firing 


of the firſt cannon, they would all inſtantly repair to 


the fort with the uſual garriſon, which conſiſted of a 
hundred men, and the forty gentlemen who had ac- 
companied Cardinal de. Retz, whoſe number was af- 
terwards confiderably encreaſed, many of his friends 
having waited on him with tenders of their ſervices, 
The firſt intelligence was brought by Boiſguerin, 


Who acquainted them that, could Cardinal de Retz 


have proceeded ftrait to Paris, as it had been at firſt de- 
termined, he would have met with the moſt ſatis factory 


reception; that the people had manifeſted an ex- 


traordinary joy, when they learnt that he had effected 
his eſcape ; that the Chancellor and the Abbe Fou- 


quet had prepared to quit the city, upon the report 


that was ſpread of his ſpeedy arrival, and that the 
preſident de Bellievre waited only for that opportunity 


to declare himſelf againſt Cardinal Mazarin and the 


Fouquets, with whom he had lately had a difference. 
He added that the clergy were well diſpoſed to the in- 
tereſts of Cardinal de Retz; that the chapter of Notre- 
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Dame had cauſed a Te-Deum to be ſung, at which 
ceremony upwards of fix hundred perſons were preſent ; 
that the curates, alſo, had determined: to follow the 
example; that the chapter had regiſtered the inſtrument 
of the Cardinal's revocation, which was, alſo, im- 
mediately ſent to Rome, by M. Chevalier, the brother 
of the grand Vicar; that the Abbe Fouquet, having 


been informed of all theſe proceedings, went to the firſt 


preſident de Bellievre, and demanded of him the du- 

licate of the inſtrument of reſignation, which he had 
in his hands: but that the firſt Preſident had refuſed to 
gave it him, alledging that it was a depoſit, which he 
could not deliver up without the conſent of Cardinal de 
Retz; that Caumartin had compoſed two letters, one 
to the King and the other to the Queen, on the blanks 
ſigned by his eminency, which letters had been carried 
to the princeſs Palatine, by M. de Villiers, one of her 
gentlemen, her Highneſs having promiſed to take a 
proper time to deliver them to their Majeſties; that 
the princeſs Palatine had written to Caumartin, ac- 
quainting him that ſhe did not deſpair of opening a 
freſh negotiation with Cardinal de Mazarin, in which 
even the archbiſhopric might be preſerved to Cardinal 
de Retz, but that it would be neceſſary to wait the 
event of the ſiege of Arras, which place was then in- 
veſted by the Spaniards ; * that the Duke de Noir- 
moutier had written to the friends of Cardinal de Retz, 
at Paris, acquainting them that he was ready to . 
ä ; is 


* Arras was a place of great importance to the Spaniards... A 
ſhort time before this period, the French having laid fiege to it, the 
befieged, confiding in the ſtrength of the place and of the garriſon, 
were accuſtomed to jeſt amongſt themſelves on the preſumption off 
the attempt, obſerving that, „when the French ſhould make them 
ſelves maſters of Arras, the mice ſhould eat the cats.” But, the 
place having afterwards ſurrendered, the French retorted the jeſt, 
declaring that, * when the French ſhould yield up Arras, the mice 
ſhould eat the cats.“ At this latter ſiege, the Spaniards were com- 
manded by the Prince of Conde, and were obliged to retire from be- 

fore the place, after having been forced in their entrenchments. 
This would not have happened had Fuenſaldaigne followed the ad- 
vice of the Prince of Conde, who gained great reputation by the 
admirable retreat which he made, | | . 
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his eminency into Charleville, if he ſhould be inelined 


to retire thither, and conjuring them to inform the Car- 
dinal thereof: the Duke had twice before made the 
ſame offer to his eminency, during the time of his eon- 


finement at Nantes, in conſequence of which that pre- 
late had given a letter of credence to Joli for the Duke 
de Noirmoutier, which he was to make uſe of as occa- 


ſion ſhould ſerve. By this letter he requeſted that the 


Duke would be guided by Joli's advice. Boiſguerin 
added that the partizans of the Prince of Conde were 
very eager to enter into a negotiation with thoſe of 


Cardinal de Retz; that his Highneſs had been made 


acquainted with his eſcape, and that he was on the 
road to Paris. The Prince had done all in his power, 
to prevail on the Count de Fuenſaldaigne to raiſe the 
ſiege of Arras, and to march ſtraight to Paris, not 
doubting but that he ſhould find the greateſt part of the 


citizens readily diſpoſed to receive him: but that 
general would not liſten to the propoſal, which, ne- 


vertheleſs, according to all appearance, would have 
been productive of the utmoſt advantage to Spain, to 


his Highneſs, and to Cardinal de Retz, and, conſe- 


quently, of the inevitable ruin of Cardinal Mazarin.“ 
Theſe were all the particulars which were related 
by Boiſguerin, to whom a letter of credence had been 


given by Caumartin, who had not dared to commit 
this detail to paper, left he (Boiſguerin) ſhould fall 


into the hands of the Marſhal de la Meilleraye's guards, 
who had ſpread themſelves over the whole country. 
But, as Boiſguerin was well acquainted with the roads 
of Britanny, he performed the journey without any ac- 
cident, and even took Machecoul in his way, where 
he ſaw the Dutcheſs de Retz, who might have taken that 


opportunity to fend her huſband the money ſhe had 
promiſed him. However, this ſhe neglected to do, as 


* 


well 


* Cardinal Mazarin obferved on this occaſion, that fortune, 
who had favoured Cardinal de Retz in his eſcape, ſeemed after- 
wards, in ſome ſort, to have repented of her kindneſs, becauſe of 
his fall from his horſe, which had rendered him incapable of pur- 
ſuing the advantage he had thereby acquire. 5 
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well as the Dutcheſs de Briſſac, who had made a ſimilar 

romiſe to the Duke her huſband alſo. Theſe two 

adies contented themſelves with giving them, inſtead 
of money, a number of falſe alarms, acquainting them 
that the Marſhal had aſſembled a numerous body of 
troops, for the purpoſe of beſieging them in Belle- 
Iſle. This intelligence created in the minds of thoſe 
gentlemen ſo much uneaſineſs, either feigned or real, 
that the Cardinal was obliged to think of retiring from 
a place where, he could plainly perceive that, it had 
been determined. he ſhould make no longer ſtay. The 
Chevalier de Sevigni, and the .reſt, daily pretended to 


deſcry certain large barks, which, according to them, 


were ſent by the Marſha], to inveſt the iſland, which, if 
once effected, would render their retreat impraQticable. 
The difficulty was to fix upon a proper place to which 
the Cardinal might retire, The Dukes de Retz and de 
Briſſac would 33 means conſent to his making 
Charleville the ome of his retreat, becauſe they were 

apprehenſive of involving themſelves in affairs; which 
might poſſibly be ſpun out to a great length, and from 
which the Duke de Noirmoutier would reap all the 
advantage, in caſe an accommodation ſhould take place. 
Joh, on the other hand, maintained that this was the 
propereſt ſtep that could be taken in the preſent con- 
juncture; that the preſence of Cardinal de Retz in thoſe 
quarters would give great uneaſineſs to Cardinal Ma- 
Zarin; that there were in the road of Belle- Iſle ſeveral 
Dutch veſſels, in which he might take his paſſage to 
Flanders, from whence he might repair to Charleville 
or to Mezieres, and, finally, that this would be his beſt 
rout, ſhould he at length determine to. go to Rome, 
and preferable to that of Spain, were it caly to deprive 
Cardinal Mazarin of thoſe pretexts which the latter rout 
might furniſh him with, to render Cardinal de Retz 


_ odious and ſuſpected. However, the Dukes de Retz 


and de Briſſac prevailed, and determined the Cardinal 


to embark for Spain, in a ſmall veſſel of twenty-five 


tons burthen, and whoſe whole crew conſiſted of four 
men and the maſter, who, they aſſerted, had made 
that voyage upwards of thirty times. But ſo eager _ 
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they for his departure, that they perſuaded him into a 
belief that it would be ſafer 2 him to go in that ſmall 
veſſel, than in one of the largeſt ſize. After this, they 
affected to take many idle precautions, to put the 
change on the Marſhal's large barks, which they pre- 
tended were conſtantly hovering about Belle-Ifle, and 
which exiſted only in the imagination of thoſe gentle- 
men, For this purpoſe, they made a ſhow of con- 
ducting the Cardinal on board a large Dutch veſſel, 
which ſet ſail immediately afterwards; he, nevertheleſs, 
remaining that and the following night on the iſland, 
at the houſe of the curate of Berger, together with Joli, 
Boiſguerin, and du Brocard, from whence they de- 
parted on the third night, diſguiſed as ſoldiers, and 
went on board a ſmall! bark; on which occaſion the 
Cardinal took with him no money whatſoever. It is 
true that the Duke de Retz cauſed the bark to be load- 
ed with pilchards, and 'ordered the maſter to diſpoſe of 
the cargo, and to pay the produce of it into the hands 
of Cardinal de Retz. Joli very fortunately chanced to 
have one hundred and twenty Louis-d'ors and Boiſ- 
guerin By... e 
For the firſt two days of their voyage the wind was 
tolerably favourable to them, and they met with no un- 
lucky aceident till towards two oelothe* ih the afternoon 
of the third, when they perceived a large frigate 
bearing down upon their little bark. This frigate 
continued to purſue them till night, when ſhe backed 
her ſails, apparently through fear of approaching too 
near the land. The night proved rather tempeſtuous, 
a ſtrong wind having ariſen, which drove them to- 
wards land ; however it paſſed without any accident, 
and they reckoned that they ſhould reach St. Sebaſtian's 
early in the day; but, in approaching the cape, which 
is but two leagues diſtant from that port, the man at 
the helm, inſtead of directing his courſe along the 
right hand coaſt, ſteered along the left, towards Bilboa, 
and continued in his error, although unwilling to ac- 
knowledge it, during the whole day, till night came 
on, when, having deſcried a ſmall veſſel ſteering. 
_ eaſtward, he made a ſignal, with the intention of en- 
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quiring the proper courſe. But this veſſel replied no 
otherwiſe to the ſignal, than by firing ſeveral guns; ſo 
that they now found it neceſſary to caſt anchor, and to 
paſs the night on a coaſt with which they were totally 
unacquainted. The maſter having, during this in- 

terval, diſcovered his error, he doubled the Cape on 
the next day, and, a ſmall ſhallop appearing in ſight, 
he made a ſignal to her to come on board. The 
ſhallop's people made ſome difficulty to comply, per- 
_ ceiving the bark to be a French veſſel ; but when. they 
were queſtioned concerning the proper courſe to. St, 
Sebaſtian's, and whether they were willing to convey 
thither four perſons, for whoſe, paſſage they would be 
well paid, they readily embraced the propoſal, and 
landed the Cardinal and his retinue at that port, on the 
12th of September 1654: the bark not arriving till the 
next day on account of the calm. 5 


” 
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As ſoon as the Cardinal had ſet foot on land at St. 
Sebaſtian's, he diſpatched Joli to the Baron de Vatte- 
ville, the governor of the place, who was at about a 
league diſtant from thence, at a port called the Paſ- 
ſage. When the Baron 6bſerved Joli's ſoldier's habit, 
he aſked him whether he came with intelligence from 
the camp before Arras, to which Joli having replied 
in the negative, and having acquainted him with his 
buſineſs, the Baron ſhewed him great civility, expreſ- 
fing much joy in having it in his power to ſerve Car- 
dinal de Retz, for whom every one entertained a high 
eſteem, and in whoſe cauſe the King, his maſter, and 
don Louis de Haro would certainly intereſt themſelves 
in the ſtrongeſt manner; adding that, if it would give 
'the Cardinal any ſatisfaction, he would return imme- 
diately to St. Sebaſtian's; but that, in order to con- 
duct affairs with as much ſecrecy as poſſible, he judged 
it would be moſt adviſeable to delay his return thither 
till the time he had appointed at his departure from 
that place; that, in the mean time, he would diſpatch 
a courief to Madrid, and that, at the expiration of 
two days, he would wait on his eminency, in the even- 
ing, at the Hotellerie where he then was, and con- 
duct him, together with his attendants, to his PR 
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perſon in the city. | 


All this was punctually executed at the time ap- | 
pointed, and his eminency was lodged in a ſeparate 
apartment, where Don Juan de Vatteville, the gover- 


nor's brother, performed Maſs every day, and where 
the Cardinal and his attendants were entertained in the 


moſt elegant manner, whilſt the Baron kept another ta- 


ble for - himſelf, in a different part of the palace, at 


which were conſtantly preſent ſome of the agents of the 

Prince of Conde, a number of refugees from Bourdeaux, 
and ſeveral officers both in the ſea and land ſervice. © - 
The Cardinal immediately wrote letters to the King 


of Spain and to Don Louis de Haro, requeſting per- 


miſſion to paſs through the. Spaniſh territories in his 
way to Italy, and Boiſgnerin was diſpatched to deliver 


the letters, without receiving any other inſtructions: 
the Cardinal ſcrupulouſly avoiding to give his enemies 


the leaſt pretext for charging him with entering into 


any kind of engagement with the Spaniards.” He was 
only ordered to wait on the Count de Fieſque, who 


had been ſent to Madrid by the Prince of Condé, and 


to make him many compliments, in his eminency's 
name, which, in reality, were totally void of all mean- 


ing whatever. The Baron de Vatteville would gladly 


have prevailed on the Cardinal to have proceeded a lit- 
tle further on the occaſion; having, for that purpoſe, 
made ſeveral overtures to him, in a diſtant manner and 
with great diſcretion; but they produced no effect, and 
his eminency ſolely occupied himſelf in preparing for 


his journey to Rome, having cauſed the pilchards to be 
ſold, for which he received fix hundred crowns, and 


that ſum he laid out in new cloathing for himſelf and 


his attendants, who ſtood in great need of it. Twa' 


days after the departure of Boiſguerin, another bark 
arrived from Belle-Iſle, loaded with the ſame kind of 
merchandize; and which was fold for a like ſum. 


Beaucheſne came in this dark. He had been ſent from 
Paris to Belle-Iſle, and from thence to St. Sebaſtian's, 


with ſome intelligence, very different from that which 
Boiſguerin had brought, the moſt important article of 


v hich was, that the ſiege of Arras had been raiſed, on 
| - which | 
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which occaſion, it was reported, that the Prince of 
Conde had performed wonders, and that, had he been. 
ſeconded; by the Count de. Fuenſaldalgne, they would 
not have met with that misfortune, of being forced in 
their entrenchments. He further acquainted the Car- 
dinal, that the court had ſent orders to Meſſrs. -Gran- 
er, Biet, and Joli, canons of the cathedral of Notre- 
ame, to M. Loiſel, curate of the church of St, John 
and chancellor of the univerſity, and to Meſſrs. Cheva- 
lier and L'Avocat, alſo canons of Notre-Dame and 
his eminency's grand vicars, to wait upon the King at 
Peronne : that, upon, their arrival there, they received 
freſh orders, to retire to different places, whither they 
were exiled ; that a proclamation had been publiſhed 
at Paris, by ſound of trumpet, commanding all the 
domeſtics of Cardinal de Retz to retire from -the city 
in twenty-four hours; that thoſe of the late Archbiſhop 
had been driven from the archiepiſcopal palace, of 
which poſſeſſion had been taken by Saint Amour, an 
exempt, and four ſoldiers; that an edi of the-council. 
had, afterwards, been communicated to the chapter, 


requiring them to take upon themſelves the ſpiritual 


adminiſtration of the dioceſe, as being vacant en regale, 
in conſequence of the omiſſion to take the oath of fide- 
lity, and further enjoining them to proceed to the im- 
mediate election of the grand vicars ; that one party of 
the members of the chapter had propoſed, that, be- 
fore they entered upon any other buſineſs whatever, 
they ſhould firſt preſent remonſtrances to his Majeſty, on 
the ſubjeQ of the baniſhment of their brethren, but that 
the aſſembly had, however, at length determined, by 
a majority of three voices only, to aſſume the ſpiritual 
government of the. dioceſe, not as being vacant, but on 
account of the abſence, and till the return of Cardinal 
de Reiz, and of his grand vicars; and finally, that, 
for this purpoſe, the chapter had nominated Meſſrs. 
Decontes, their dean, Le Muſle Derroches, a chanter, 
Charton, a penitentiary, and Seguier, a prebend, to 
execute the functions of grand vicars, and had alſo' 
reſolved to petition his Majeſty in favour of the exiles, 

All theſe incidents having happened in conſequence 
of the bad ſucceſs of the Spaniards before Arras, of 
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: which the Baron de Vatteville had ſent intelligence 
to Madrid, Boiſguerin, who returned from thence ſome 


days afterwards, informed Cardinal de Retz, that this 


had only ſerved to fortify Don Louis de Haro in the 


reſolution to exhort his eminence not to go to Rome, 


but rather to repair to the Duke de Noirmoutier's go- 
vernment, offering to eſcort him thither with their 


whole naval force, and to furniſh him, for that pur- 


poſe, with a large ſum of money, without exacting 
from him any thing, but what he himſelf ſhould judge 


requiſite to his own intereſts ; that if he was abſolutely 
determined on the journey' to Rome, he might as eaſily 


go thither from Charleville, directing his courſe through | 


Germany, as by any other rout : but that he did not 


think it adviſeable for his eminency to take that ſtep; 


that he would not meet with ſuch a reception at Rome 


as he expected: that all things were governed there by 


events alone; that, in conſequence of the affair of Ar- 
_ ras, he would find at that court a much greater want 
of reſolution, than he could poſſibly ſuppoſe ; that, 
nevertheleſs, he was ready to ſerve his eminency after 
his own mode, and, if he was fully reſolved to paſs 
into Italy, he would ſend, with all n 


one of his ſecretaries to him, with one of the King's 


letters, to conduct him to a port in the kingdom of _ 


Valencia, where he would find a galley ready equip- 
ped, with whatever pecuniary aſſiſtance he ſhould de- 


fire, om him, for that purpoſe, his own purſe, 


and the whole credit of the King, his maſter, | 
All theſe offers were confirmed, ſome days after- 
wards by Don Chriſtoval de Craſſenberg, a German, 
and the principal ſecretary to Don Louis de Haro, who 
arrived at St. Sebaſtian's with one of the King of 


| Spain's litters, and who brought all the neceſſary or- 
ders for the Cardinals journey into Italy, together 


with the ſum of four thouſand piſtoles, in ſpecie, and 


letters of credit to the amount of fifty thouſand crowns. 
He made his eminency fill greater offers, if he would 
conſent to go to Charleville or to Mezieres. | 


Joli, who had firſt ſuggeſted that meaſure to the 
Cardinal, uſed every endeavour to prevail on him to 
adopt it, repreſenting to him that it would be = | 
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only method to bring Cardinal Mazarin to an accom- 
modation, by alarming him with the apprehenſion of 
his entering into a freſh union with the Prince of 
Conde; that Rome would be to him no other than a 
place of exile, at too great a diſtance for him to effect 
any thing confiderable; that Cardinal Mazarin, far 
from fearing what he might be able to do there, had 
Jong wiſhed that he would take up his reſidence in 
that city, ſeeing that he had propoſed it to him ſeve- 
ral times; that the Pope was in an advanced age, and 
was incapable of acting with vigour; that his ſucceſſor 
might be leſs favourably diſpoſed to his eminency's in- 
tereſts; that, at the worſt, Cardinal Mazarin might 
eaſily elude in France all that he could undertake 
| ig at Rome, by e himſelf under the 
ing's authority, the laws of the ſtate, the cuſtoms of 
the parliaments, and the immunities of the Gallican 
church; and, finally, that he thought, that the moſt 
eligible conduct which the Cardinal could purſue 
would be to accept of the offers of the Duke de Noir- 
moutier, to put him in poſſeſſion of a ſtrong frontier 
town, from whence it would be eaſy for him to carry 
on his correſpondence with his friends, to enter into 
a treaty with the Prince of Conde, and even with the 
Spaniards, alſo, ſhould it be found neceſſary. Joli 
ſtrongly urged Cardinal de Retz, at all events, to ac- 
coept of the four thouſand piſtoles, which were, in ſome 
ſort, neceſſary to him, in the ſituation in which he 
then was, in hopes that, from this trifling engage- 
ment, he might be induced to proceed ſtill further; 
obſerving to him that, even ſhould he declince receiv- 
ing that money, his enemies would, infallibly, accuſe 
him of having taken it ; that engagements of that kind 
were never prejudicial to affairs at bottom, and were 
conſidered as trifles only in an accommodation; that, 
ſhould he go to Rome, he could not ſubfiſt with ho- 
nour, but on the bounty and the credit of his friends, 
which might, in time, fail him, either through their 
inability or their want of good will; and, finally, that 
he ought to be very cautious not to let the Spaniards 
perceive that he was determined againſt receiving any 
ſuccour from them; as, otherwiſe, they might not only 
| og ro | tatally 
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totally neglect his intereſts at Rome, but might even 


traverſe his deſigns at that court, and ſacriſice him, 
perhaps, to Cardinal Mazarin. But all theſe argu- 


ments proved ineffectual: Cardinal de Retz perſiſted 


in his reſolution of going to Rome. Beaucheſne and 
M. de Salles, who were recently arrived from Paris, 


repreſented to him, that the Dukes de Retz and de 


Briſſac, and all his friends in that city, ſtrongly re- 
commended that meaſure to him. He alſo refuſed 


to accept the four thouſand piſtoles from the King of 


Spain, and he choſe rather to borrow four hundred from 


the Baron de Vatteville, to enable him to continue his 


Journey, which he Afterwards cauſed to be repaid him. 
He accepted, however, the litter which the King of 


Spain had ſent him, and he left a cypher with Chriſ- 
toval, of which he promiſed to make uſe, as occaſion 


ſhould ſerve, to correſpond with Don Louis de Haro, 
He obtained from him (Chriſtoval) a promiie, that the 


' Spaniards ſhould afford aſſiſtance to the Dukes de Retz 


and de Briſſac, in caſe they ſhould be attacked ar Belle- 


Iſle, as they were threatened: to be: of which he ſent 


them intelligence by Beaucheſne, 


All things being in readineſs, the Cardinal departed 
from St. Sebaſtian's, on the firſt day of October, in 


the King of Spain's litter, attended by Joli, Boiſ- 


guerin, de Salles and du Brocard, who were mounted 
on mules, and the Baron de Vatteville's ſteward, who 
defrayed all the expences of the journey. The firſt 
day they reached Tolozette, which place is about four 
leagues diſtant from St. Sebaſtian's, and on the following 
day they met with ſome French merchants, who re- 


collected the perſons of the Cardinal and of Joli, in 8 


ſpite of all their endeavours to conceal themſelves from 
them. The remainder of the. jaurney was agreeable 


enough, except with reſpe& to the article of beds, 


which are very ſcarce in Spain, even in the inns, and 


every traveller is obliged to carry with him what- 


ever he may ſtand in need of. They paſted near Pam- 
pelun2 and ſtopped at a little town named Fudela, 
the inhabitants of which had. taken arms againſt the 
nobility,. on occaſion of a diſpute, relative to ſome ' 


depredations which the latter had committed in hunt- 
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ing: for which reaſon a party of ſoldiers were ſtationed 
before the houſe in which the Cardinal was lodged, the 
Inhabitants having conceived a notion, that he came 
thither to puniſh the mutineers, becauſe heitravelled in 
a military character, under the title of Marquis de St, 
Florent Bourguignon : ſo that he was detained there 
for the ſpace of three days, and was obliged, in order 
to obtain the liberty of purſuing his journey, to write 
to the viceroy of Navarre, at Pampelune, who made 
him ſenſible of his diſſatisfaction, reſpecting the negli- 
gence which he had ſhewn, in paſling cloſe by the 
gates of his capital, without ſending any perſon to com- 
pliment him in his name.“ From thence they pro- 
ceeded to Sarragoſſa, a large and handſome city, in 
which there is a church celebrated for an image of the 
Virgin Mary, called Nueſtra Senora Delpilar, renowned 
for the miracles which are aſcribed to it. The Car- 
dinal having repaired to this church early in the even- 
ing, for the purpoſe of performing his devotiqns, the 
doors, which he found ſhut, were immediately opened 
to him ; the attendants even took off the ornaments 
which were about the image, in order that he might 
have an opportunity of viewing it : giving him to 
underſtand, at the ſame time, that this was a com- 
pliment which they paid to none but Cardinals and 
ſovereign Princes. 'This was ſufficient to convince 
him that they were well acquainted with his qua- 
lity: but the Cardinal would never be undeceived 
in that reſpect, ſtil] affecting to travel incognito, and 
ſtriving, te the utmoſt of his power, to ſupport the 
character which he had afſumed. He conſtantly en- 
tertained a notion, that a criminal proceſs was carry- 
ing on againſt him in France, on the ſubject of his 
journey into Spain; and it was this apprehenſion 
which compelled him to conduct himſelf in the man- 
| ner 


The Cardinal was expoſed to great danger at Tudela : ſome 
of the mutineers having propoſed to force their way into the houſe 
in which he refided, with an intent to aſſaſſinate him: from which 
circumſtance, he, long afterwards, took occafion to obſerve, that, 
in one point, he ſurpaſſed Henry IV. as that Prince's life had 


been endangered but eleven times, whereas his had been in peril on 
fifteen different occaſions, 30, | 
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ner he did at St. Sebaſtian's, and in all the other places 
in the Spaniſh territories. „ 


arrived, on the 14th of October, at a town in the 


kingdom of Valencia, ſituated on the ſea coaſt, called 
Vivaros. On the next morning they found there a 


creet young gentleman, immediately waited on Car- 
the day, it being the feaſt of St. Thereza, after which 


ignorant of his quality, although they were, at the 
ſame time, ſufficiently apprized of it. The galley was 


were ſeveral purſes of money, which the Cardinal once 


which were eſtimated at two thouſand crowns, and 
which he afterwards preſented to Don Ferdinand de 


expectations from him had been of a different ſort, 
this did not produce all the effect which he had ima- 


ing the ſtate of his finances, to the Baron de Vatteville's 
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At length, after ſeveral diſagreeable incidents, they | 


galley in readineſs, the commandant of which, Don 
Ferdinand de Corillo, a very accompliſhed and diſ- 


dinal de Retz and attended him to churth. When 
Maſs was finiſhed, he took the ſacrament in honour of 


he returned to the galley, and, at about fix o'clock in 
the evening, he ſent the felucca to convey the Cardinal 


and his attendants on board. His eminency was rea 


ceived without any ceremony, every one feigning to be 


compleatly equipped. Her crew conſiſted of one hun- 
dred and twenty ſoldiers and eighty ſailors, together 
with twenty-eight benches of oars on each fide, with 
ſeven or eight men to every oar, My | 
A ſhort time before, a gentleman, who was a re- 
lation of Don Louis de Haro, named Don Chriſto- 
val, arrived at Vivaros, with a preſent from that 
miniſter to the Cardinal, bf two large cheſts filled 
with gloves and Spaniſh ſkins. In one of theſe cheſts 


more refuſed ; reſerving only the gloves and perfumes, 


Corillo, excepting a few pair of the gloves. This 
manner of proceeding appeared, as it was in reality, 
very noble and generous to the Spaniards, who pique 
themſelves on theſe kind of liberalities ; but, as their 


gined, He alſo gave a very large gratuity, conſider- 


fleward, although he had made but very indifferent 
proviſion for his table on the road. He likewiſe amply 


rewarded thoſe who had carried the litter, 
pp N Ali 
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All theſe matters being adjuſted, they ſet ſail, nt 
the wind having proved pretty favourable to them 
during the whole day, they caſt anchor, at about five 
o'clock in the evening, in a ſmall bay oppoſite Majorca. 
On the 8 day, Don Ferdinand having ac- 
1 the Cardinal that he might go aſhore, if he 
ought proper, and amuſe himſelf with walking about 
the city, ſeeing that the wind was againſt them, his 
eminency accordingly landed on the iſland, and was 
regaled, for three ſucceſſive days, by the viceroy, who, 
alſo, pretended not to know him, and engaged his 
wife to give a ball, for the purpoſe of ſhewing him all 
the gentry of the place. Majorca 1s one of the moſt 
pleaſant cities in the world, and is larger and more 
populous than Orleans. The, women of this place are 
very handſome : but it is otherwiſe with reſpect to the 
men, to whom nature has been rather unfavourable in - 
their perſons, but who are renowned for their bravery 
and courage at ſea, Concerts alſo were performed be- 
fore the Cardinal in ſome of the convents of females, 
and nothing was neglected to divert him during the 
time : after which, the wind having changed, he re- 
imbarked on board the galley, and, in the courſe of 
about eleven hours, reached Port Mahon, in the iſland 
of Minorca, one of the fineſt harbours in Europe. 
The entrance of this harbour is very narrow, and it is 
with difficulty it will admit more than two gallies to 
paſs a-breaſt ; but it grows wider by degrees, for the 
ſpace of two leagues, till you reach the city of Minorca, 
fituated on an eminence, at the foot of which the largeſt 
veſſels may ride in ſafety. The inhabitants being pre- 
poſſeſſed with a notion that the plague had appeared in 
Spain, would not permit any perſon in the-galley to 
land; but they brought them proviſion and refreſhments _ 

down to the fea ſhore, and received the value in vine. | 

gar. The galley lay in this fituation, wind-bound, 
from the Tueſday to the Sunday morning ; when, the 
wind changing, ſhe ſailed out of port, with the de- 
ſign of reconnoitering ſome veſſels which had appeared 
upon the coaſt : but, not having ſeen any thing of 
them, ſhe continued her courſe through the gulph of 
Leon, along the coaſt of the 1 of Sardinia, and, 
on 


GUY JOLTI. 297 

en the Monday, in the evening, made ſeveral attempts 
| to put into Saſſary, but without effect. This proved 
a very fortunate circumſtance for the Cardinal, the 
French fleet, on board of which the Duke of Guiſe 
was going as ambaſſador to Naples, having been at 
anchor in that road for ſeveral days paſt : ſo that, on 
the next morning, the galley having reached the en- 
trance of the canal, which is between Sardinia and the 
iſland of Corſica, purſued her courſe towards Cagliari, 
as had been before determined on, and the report of 
two cannon, fired with ball, with a ſhort interval be- 
tween each, having been heard at a diſtance, Don Fer- 
dinand concluded that this was a ſignal made by ſome 
perſons on ſhore, to warn him of the proximity of the 
above fleet, which he knew muſt be on its paſſage. 
Fe, accordingly, ordered a ſailor to go up to the top 
of the maſt, to ſee if he could diſcover any veſſel near 
the canal, which they were about to quit, in order 
that he might have time to retire to Capo-Bonifacio 
in caſe of need. The ſailor having reported that he 
could only perceive two tartans, which were coaſting 
along the ſhore, and which appeared to him to be Bar- 
bary corſairs, the commandant gave orders for chaiing 
them. The crew expreſſed great joy on the occaſion ; 
but, through the negligence of the pilot, the galley 
ſtruck, immediately after quitting the canal, on a 
bank of ſand between two ſmall rocks. Very for- 
tunately, the veſſe] received no. damage from this ac- 
cident, becauſe the ſea chanced to be calm, and there 
was very little wind: however, the ſlaves having at- 
tempted to break their chains, and to ſet themſelves at 
liberty, Don Ferdinand and the ſoldiers inſtantly drew 
their ſwords and compelled them to tike their ſeats 
again; after which he ordered the felucca and the ſkiff 
to be hoiſted out, to land the Cardinal and his atten- 
dants, together with ſome other paſſengers, on the 
rocks, where they were obliged to iemain till the veſſel 
could be got off: which was at length effected, at the 

end of three hours, with great toil and difficulty. 

They then directed their courſe to Porto Vecchio, 
where they anchored and paſſed the night: and on 
the next, day, which was the feaſt of St, Simon and 
1 | St. 
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St. Jude, the wind not permitting them to purſue their 
voyage, they went on ſhore, to attend maſs. But, in 
the midſt of the ſervice, intelligence being brought, 
that the French fleet was at Cagliari, Don Ferdinand 
cauſed every one immediately to reimbark. Neverthe- 
leſs, as the ſea ran very high, and as a council had been 
held, it was judged improper to weigh anchor at that 
time: the officers being unanimouſly of opinion, that 
there was no poſſibility of their being attacked by any 
ſhips of war, fo long as the wind ſhould continue to 
blow thus hard ; and that, if it ſhould abate, they 
ſhould ſtill have time ſufficient to take ſhelter in ſome 
port. In ſpite of theſe conſiderations and of the bad 
weather, which ſtill continued, Don Ferdinand ſet 
fail, on the day following, contrary to the opinion of 
the ſubaitern officers, who even ſigned a written proteſt 
againſt the meaſare, In fat, the tempeſt raged ſo 
violently, from five o*clock in the morning to the ſame 
Hour in the evening, that every one confeſſed himſelf 


and prepared for death, a ſiipwreck appearing Inevita- 


ble. However, as the wind was not contrary, the 
galley made great way, and, at the beginning of the 
night, having approached too near to a ſmall iſland, 
called La Rinara, the whole crew cried out, Terra ! 
Terra! and prepared to throw themſelves into the ſea, 
imagining ' that the galley was about to run aground 
and ſplit, This would certainly have happened had 
not the commandant given orders for ſhifting the helm, 
in order to double the point of the iſland, and to get 
more under the wind,; which being effected, and the 
ſea being leſs agitated in that part, the crew, with re- 
peated ſhouts of Calma ! Calma ! expreſſed their joy of 
the alteration. It was ſtill, however, ſufficiently rough, 
to prevent them from uſing their oars which they in- 
effectually attempted to do, many of them having been 
broken, by the violence of the waves: ſo that Don 
Ferdinand was obliged to drop two anchors, both of 
Which, very fortunately, faſtened, He then waited 
on the Cardinal, and acquainted him, that he had been 
in imminent peril, but that the danger was now paſſed ; 
that it was neceſſary that his eminency ſhould now 
think of repoſing himſelf; and that, on the next my. 
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he expected to reach Porto- Longone. That gentleman 


T 
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ſtood in greater need of reſt than any one elſe, having 

_ greatly harraſſed himfe during the whole day, _ 
aving given the ſtricteſt attention to every thing that 
paſſed, without quitting the ſpot from whence he iſſued 
his orders, ſave now and then, to give an account to 
the Cardinal of the ſtate in which matters were. 
On the next day, the ſtorm being confiderably abat- 
ed, they weighed anchor at four /o'clock in the morn- 
ing, and arrived, at nine,, at Porto-Longone, where 
every one was amazed to ſee a, galley come in, after 


the ſtorm which had happened on the preceding day. 


In a ſhort time afterwards, the wind again roſe to ſo 
great a height, that they found it impoſſible to purſue 
their courſe to Piombino, having been obliged to put 
back again three ſeveral. times. This gave the Cardi- 
nal an opportunity of viſiting Porto-Ferraio, another 
| port of the iſland of Elbe, belonging to the Grand 
Duke e 5. 8 | "TS 
At length, on the 3d of November 1654, they land- 
ed at Piombino, where Cardinal de Retz threw off the 
character which he had aſſumed ever ſince his depar- 
ture from France. In advancing farther into the 
Grand Duke's terrritories, he met with, at the firſt city 
in which he paſſed the night, ſome of his Highneſs's 
domeſtics, who had orders to treat the Cardinal at their 
maſter's expence: that Prince having taken the precau- 
tion to diſpatch ſeveral perſons to different places, with 
that deſign, as ſoon as he learnt that his eminency was 
upon the road to Italy. | Ts 5 
At the diſtance of half a league from thence, they 
met with his Highneſs's maſter of the ceremonies, who 
brought letters with him from the Grand Duke to Car- 
dinal de Retz, filled with the moſt obliging offers and 
compliments, but accompanied with a requeſt, that he 


would not be offended, ſhould he be obliged to per- 
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form a kind of quarantine (on account of the diſorder, 
which was reported to be rife in Spain at that time) in 
a place called Spedaletta, at a houſe which 1s ſituated 

_ almoſt by itſelf, amongſt the mountains near Volterra, 
not far from the ſpot where Cataline was formerly de- 

feated by the army of the republic of Rome. They 

found at this place ſeveral other domeſtics of the 3 | 

| | ake, 
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Duke, by whom the Cardinal was regaled in the moſt 
. ſplendid manner, during the whole time of his ſtay. 
But there is good reaſon to believe, that the Grand 
Duke made uſe of the pretext of the unhealthineſs of 
Spain, in order to gain time to write to France, and 
to obtain the acquieſcence of that court, in the permiſ- 
fion which he ſo obligingly granted the Cardinal, to 
paſs through his dominions. . . 
The Cardinal's firſt care, after his landing, was to 
diſpatch a courier expreſs, with a letter to the Abbé 
Charrier, requiring him to repair to Spedaletta, whi- 
ther he came at the end of four or five days, ſo fully per- 
ſuaded that the Cardinal ought to confirm the reſigna- 
tion, which he had formerly granted, of his archbi- 
ſhopric, that, immediately upon his arrival, having 
met Joli and Boiſguerin, who were walking together, 

at the diſtance of two hundred pacez from the houſe, 
the firſt queſtion which he aſked them was, whether 
ſuch was not his eminency's intention: to which they 
having replied, that they did not believe it was, he 
quitted them, apparently chagrined at this intelligence, 
and declaring that, ſhould that really be the caſe, he 
would not derive any advantage from his journey to 
Italy. He afterwards exerted all his endeavours, to 
_ Inſpire the Cardinal with the ſame ſentiments, and his 
eminency was, of himſelf, very well diſpoſed thereto : _ 
but, as he received, juſt at this juncture, ſeveral letters 

from his friends at Paris, who ſtill perſiſted in diſſua- 
ding him, in the ſtrongeſt manner, from that deſign, 
and who tendered him their purſes, to enable him to 
ſapport himſelf at Rome with dignity, provided that 
he did not launch out into too great an expence; on 
this account, I ſay, all the remonſtrances of the Abbe 
Charrier proved ineffectual, although he offered to go 
to Paris, to convince the Cardinal's friends of the 2 
ſolute neceſſity of the reſignation, and to diſpoſe the 
court to receive it favourably. The further conſidera- 
tion of this propoſal was poſtponed till the Cardinal 
ſnould have been ſome time at Rome, where he would 
be better enabled to 
be taken 


